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ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  : — 

The  management  of  the  interests  of  the  City  has 
been  entrusted  to  our  care,  and  we  in  our  several 
positions  are  now  to  commence  the  duties  attendant 
upon  our  acceptance  of  those  positions.  Managers 
should  be  influenced  and  governed  by  surrounding 
circumstances;  those  which  now  surround  us  are,  a 
depressed  state  of  business,  and  great  shrinkages  in 
values,  both  of  property  and  income,  requiring  from 
all  classes  the  practice  of  retrenchment  and  economy ; 
it  therefore  becomes  us  to  mark  out  a general  line  of 
action  which  shall  be  in  accordance  with  these  facts. 
Had  our  tax  payers  money  to  invest,  I should  urge 
that  the  promotion  of  the  health,  security,  and  com- 
fort of  our  city  as  a home,  would  be  the  surest  and 
best  paying  investment  possible,  securing  to  ourselves 
an  additional  supply  of  benefits  that  help  to  make 
life  pleasant,  enhancing  the  value  of  property  and 
reducing  the  rate  of  taxation  through  attractions  thus 
afforded  to  new  citizens  to  settle  among  us  and  share 
in  the  public  burdens. 
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Now,  however,  but  few  if  any,  have  spare  means 
for  investment.  It  seems  therefore,  true  policy,  to 
content  ourselves  with  maintaining  the  position  which, 
as  a city,  we  have  already  attained,  and  await  the 
coming  of  more  prosperous  times  for  such  expendi- 
tures as  are  attendant  upon  improvement.  I hope  and 
think  all  will  agree  that  we  ought  not  to  deteriorate 
in  the  three  great  points  of  health,  security  and 
comfort. 


HEALTH. 

To  the  boards  of  health  of  towns  and  cities  as 
established  by  law,  is  given  greater  and  more  arbi- 
trary power  than  to  any  other  department  of  govern- 
ment. To  that  board  is  given  complete  authority  to 
abate  all  nuisances  which  are,  or  may  become,  dele- 
terious to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  community. 
Boards  of  health,  under  the  laws,  have  absolute  con- 
trol over  the  following  subjects : “ all  sources  of  tilth,” 
“ all  causes  of  sickness,”  “care  of  contagious  or 
infectious  articles,”  “ unfit  dwellings,”  “removal  of 
infected  persons,”  “removal  of  a neighborhood  from 
about  an  infected  person,”  “vaccination,”  “quaran- 
tine,” “providing  a hospital,  if  needed,”  “establishing 
locations  for  offensive  trades,”  “inspection  of  meat, 
fish  and  provisions,”  “improvement  of  such  lands  as 
are  wet,  rotten,  spongy,  or  covered  with  stagnant 
water,”  “transportation  of  offal,”  “management  of 
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night  soil,”  “ grave-yards  and  burial  of  the  dead.” 
Surely  all  of  these  are  subjects  that  should  command 
the  attention  of  municipal  managers,  and  nearly  all 
of  them  can  be  controlled  at  a very  small  expense  to 
the  public.  Once  discovered,  pointed  out  and  known, 
the  owners  may  be  ordered  to  abate  nuisances ; 
should  they  fail  to  do  so,  the  city  may  proceed  with 
the  necessary  work,  at  the  expense  of  the  owners. 

It  has  been  proven  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
doubt,  that  neglect  of  these  matters,  causes  diptheria, 
scarlet  fever  and  kindred  diseases.  It  may  be,  as 
is  claimed  by  some,  that  our  city  is,  as  yet,  healthy 
enough.  To  this  I reply,  we  need  an  agent  experienced 
and  educated  in  such  matters,  whose  entire  time  shall 
be  devoted  to  beeping  it  healthy,  procuring  that  vaults 
shall  have  proper  ventilation,  that  drainage  shall  not 
find  its  way  to  wells,  that  stagnant  pools  of  water 
and  many  other  sources  of  peril  to  health,  shall  be 
cured. 

The  State  Board  of  Health,  composed  of  seven  gen- 
tlemen, all  of  them  experts  in  sanitary  matters,  who 
perform  its  duties  without  compensation,  and  give 
much  of  their  valuable  time  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
of  the  state,  use  this  language  in  their  report  for  187 G : 
“the  boards  of  health  of  most  of  the  cities  and  towns 
of  Massachusetts  have  no  idea  of  the  responsibility 
which  belongs  to  their  office;”  and  again  they  say, 
“the  selectmen  of  our  towns  and  the  executive  officers 
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of  om*  cities  have  not  the  time  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  health  officers,  not  to  mention  that  they  are  not 
especially  fitted  by  education  for  such  work.”  This 
board  recommended  the  passage  of  a statute  requiring 
that  cities  should  establish  boards  of  health,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  should  he  others  than  members  of  the 
City  Council,  one  member  to  be  a physician.  As  origi- 
nally proposed,  the  act  was  mandatory,  but  it  was 
amended  in  the  Legislature  by  a proviso  that  its 
acceptance  or  rejection  should  be  submitted  to  the 
popular  vote;  in  Newton,  at  our  November  election, 
it  was  defeated.  In  the  report  for  1876,  of  the, State  , 
Board  of  Health,  is  a table  giving  the  death  rate  in 
sixty  of  the  cities  and  larger  towns  of  the  state;  in 
this  table  Newton  does  not  appear;  in  fact,  as  a city, 
we  have  ignored  all  of  the  applications  of  this  State 
Board  for  even  such  statistical  information  as  is 
needed  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community;  we 
have  no  officer  capable  of  giving  the  information 
required.  The  City  Council  of  1877,  refused  any 
and  all  appropriation  for  health  purposes,  and  in  our 
city  the  subject  has  as  yet  received  so  little  attention 
that  it  amounts  to  nothing. 

As  compared  with  health,  dollars  are  valueless.  So 
long  as  one  family  continues  to  live  in  a filthy  man- 
ner, and  its  children  attend  our  schools,  none,  however 
cleanly  themselves,  are  safe  from  contagion.  As  a 
simple  business  question,  as  a matter  of  policy  only, 
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the  mere  name  of  paying  attention  to  this  matter  is 
worth  tenfold  its  small  cost. 

I also  recommend  that  the  City  Council,  in  accord- 
ance with  permission  given  by  the  city  charter,  shall 
elect  a City  Physician. 

SECURITY. 

Protection  to  person  and  to  property  should  receive 
the  constant  attention  of  all  governments.  Our 
Police  Force  is  as  follows: 

The  Chief  Marshal  — stationed  at  City  Hall  — on 
dpty  during  the  day,  but  subject  to  calls  at  all 
times. 

One  officer  — at  Newton  Corner — on  day  duty  only. 
One  officer  — at  City  Hall  — on  duty  from  1 P.  M.  to 
midnight. 

These  constitute  our  protectors  by  day,  and  of 
these  the  City  Marshal  has  many  duties  to  perform 
which  necessarily  render  his  absences  from  headquar- 
ters frequent  and  long.  These  absences  as  far  as  pos- 
sible are  made  in  the  afternoon  while  the  officer  is  on 
duty,  but  it  is  often  impossible  to  avoid  leaving  our 
police  headquarters  with  no  officer.  This  should  not 
be ; in  case  of  emergency  citizens  should  always  be 
certain  of  finding  an  officer  somewhere,  at  some  fixed 
point,  and  this  point  should  be  at  headquarters. 
Another  day  officer  is,  it  seems  to  me,  required  to  fill 
this  want. 
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Our  protection  by  night  is  as  follows : two  officers 
at  Newton,  and  one  each  at  Newtonville,  North  Vil- 
lage, West  Newton,  Auburndale,  Lower  Falls,  Upper 
Falls,  Highlands  and  Centre;  ten  patrolmen  in  all, 
and  one  sergeant,  mounted,  who  is  also,  like  the  chief, 
subject  to  calls  at  all  times.  Our  city  has  about  140 
miles  of  streets ; in  my  opinion  one  watchman  at  night 
in  a village  covering  a considerable  area,  can  be  easily 
avoided  by  two  or  more  designing  rogues,  and  depre- 
dation be  committed  with  too  great  certainty  of  im- 
punity. I suggest  that  the  city  be  divided  into  two 
sections,  with  a sergeant  for  each ; this  would  require 
one  more  sergeant  than  now.  These  sergeants, 
mounted,  reporting  at  times  at  the  several  villages,  by 
the  celerity  of  their  movements,  and  the  uncertainty 
to  depredators  of  their  whereabouts,  would  give 
greater  protection  to  property  within  the  villages  and 
some  protection  to  outlying  property.  I am  well  aware 
that  even  with  these  additions  our  police  will  form 
a very  small  force  considering  the  area  to  be  protected, 
but  for  the  present  it  can  be  made  to  answer  and  be 
far  more  effective  than  now.  The  truth  in  regard  to 
our  police  lies  here,  if  the  object  is  to  detect  and  pun- 
ish  crime,  we  have  a much  larger  force  than  is  neces- 
sary ; if  to  protect  person  and  property  and  prevent 
crime,  the  force  is  quite  insufficient.  So  far  as  its  num- 
bers can  make  it  so,  the  force  as  at  present  consti- 
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tuted  is  iii  good  discipline  and  composed  of  efficient 
men. 

For  protection  from  fire  we  are  well  secured. 
The  Fire  Department  is  in  excellent  working  order, 
both  as  to  the  condition  of  the  buildings  and  prop- 
erty of  all  kinds,  and  as  to  the  discipline  and  efficiency 
of  the  force.  In  relation  to  the  engineers  and  perma- 
nent men,  I would  suggest  that  their  appointment  by 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  should  be  placed  upon  the 
same  footing  with  that  of  the  Police,  and  their  term 
of  office  be  “ during  the  pleasure  of,  and  until  re- 
moved by,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen.”  I think  this 
change  would  give  greater  permanence  to  the  several 
positions,  and  should  consequently  ensure  more 
careful  and  attentive  service,  engendered  from 
the  increased  desirability  of  the  offices,  while  it 
could  in  no  manner  prove  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  city. 

COMFORT. 

This  matter  has  two  bearings:  first,  satisfaction  to 
ourselves  in  having  good  highways  and  sidewalks, 
street  lights,  water  and  kindred  comforts ; next,  the 
inducements  ottered,  through  these  comforts,  for  new 
comers  to  locate  among  us.  I believe  that  while  prop- 
erty owners  do,  and  must  pay  nearly  all  the  expenses, 
it  conduces  to  their  pecuniary  interest  that  our  city 
should  maintain  a position  in  advance  of  rival 
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localities,  and  continue  to  be  as  attractive  a place  for 
residence  as  any  in  the  state.  In  my  opinion,  our  city 
has  arrived  at  a point  when  it  is  so  thickly  settled, 
that  within  its  limits,  sewerage,  drainage  and  offal  of  all 
kinds  can  no  longer  be  disposed  of,  or  purified  by  the 
processes  of  nature,  and  art  must  assume  these  func- 
tions ; and  yet,  it  covers  so  great  an  area,  and  is  gen- 
erally so  sparsely  settled,  that  the  cost  to  each  indi- 
vidual must  be  greater  than  it  would  otherwise  be. 
Heavy  expenditures  for  drainage,  especially,  cannot 
much  longer  be  avoided,  and  the  true,  business  like 
remedy  for  a large  percentage  of  taxation,  lies  in 
offering'  every  possible  inducement  towards  the 
increase  of  the  numbers  of  our  citizens.  These 
remarks  are  now  intended  to  urge  that  we  do  not,  in 
these  particulars,  permit  our  city  to  retrograde;  we 
should  await  a more  prosperous  future  ere  we  under- 
take to  do  more. 

During  the  last  month,  the  commission,  created  by 
the  City  Council  of  1876,  upon  the  subject  of  drain- 
age and  sewerage,  reported  in  general  terms  that  the 
matter  was  under  consideration,  and  that  the  engi- 
neer (Mr.  Sawyer)  employed  by  them,  was  at  work 
upon  the  data  essential  thereto.  Ere  long  we  may 
expect  such  information  as  will  enable  us  to  estimate 
the  cost  attendant  thereon.  The  laws  permit  this  cost 
to  be  provided  for  by  a twenty  year  loan. 
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FINANCES. 

It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  give  an  exact  state- 
ment of  the  financial  condition  of  the  city,  but  we 
may  approximate  closely  to  facts,  the  difference  being 
such  bills  as  have  not  been  rendered,  and  which  will 
probably  add  a small  amount  to  the  liabilities.  By 
ordinance,  our  financial  year  closes  upon  December 
31st ; the  practice  has  heretofore  been  to  make  up  the 
accounts  as  of  that  date.  This  has  been  very  imper- 
fectly done.  The  account  for  1876  gives  the  liabili- 
ties as  they  stood  on  December  31, 1876,  but  in  those 
liabilities  is  not  included  some  of  the  salaries,  and  all 
of  the  bills  for  the  month  of  December,  1876,  which 
were  then  due.  This  same  condition  of  things  now 
exists.  It  is  true  that  an  entire  year’s  expense,  or 
what  is  intended  to  be  such,  is  included  in  each  yearly 
account,  but  the  practice  is  peculiar.  The  salaries 
of  teachers  and  some  city  officials  is  embraced  to  Jan- 
uary 1, 1877,  while  those  of  the  police,  and  all  bills  are 
included  from  December  1,  to  December  1;  in  other 
words,  there  is  omitted  from  December  expenses  just 
what  was  omitted  the  previous  year,  and  there  is 
included  what  was  included  the  previous  year.  It 
will  be  plain  that  an  opening  is  here  left  for  great 
abuse,  and  that  manipulation  can  always  prevent 
expenditures  from  exceeding  appropriations,  in 
appearance. 
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Our  yearly  grant  has  been  made  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  the  city  from  January  1st  to  December 
31st. 

The  expenses  of  a city  are  not  alone  money  paid, 
hut  also  all  liabilities  incurred  for  material  supplied, 
work  performed,  or  service  rendered,  in  short,  all 
just  claims,  whether  paid  or  unpaid.  By  our  practice 
we  vote  taxes  to  cover  the  expenses  in  part,  of  two 
Decembers,  and  the  eleven  months  between  them  in 
whole.  As  long  as  this  practice  continues  our  citi- 
zens can  never  learn  from  published  statements  the 
exact  financial  condition  of  the  city.  Should  this 
practice  continue,  there  will,  of  the  expenses  of  1877, 
those  incurred  in  that  year,  go  forward  to  be  paid 
in  1878,  a known  amount  of  $28,000,  and  perhaps 
other  bills  not  yet  rendered.  I recommend  that  the 
Auditor  be  instructed  to  see  that  there  is  included  in 
the  accounts  for  1877,  the  payment,  so  far  as  is  known, 
of  all  the  expenses  of  that  year,  so  that  his  state- 
ment of  assets  and  liabilities  may,  when  published, 
be  brought  to  a definite  point,  be  reliable  and 
exact. 

With  the  exception  that  some  small  bills  may 
yet  come  in  to  increase  liability,  the  following  was 
the  financial  standing  at  the  close  of  business  on 
December  31st,  1877 : — 
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Total  liabilities,  as  per  books, 

Add  unpaid  for  December,  estimated 


$1,286,020  93 
28,000  00 


Total  liabilities,  . . . $1,314,020  93 

Assets  as  per  books,  . $220,200  68 

Deduct  unpaid  taxes  of  1871, 

1872  and  1873,  considered 
uncollectable,  . . . 2,549  73 

Total  assets,  . $217,650  95 


Total  net  indebtedness  January  1,  1878,  . $1,096,369  98 

Net  indebtedness  of  January  1,  1877,  per 

Auditor’s  statement,  . . . $1,075,112  85 


Increase  of  net  indebtedness  during  1877, 


$21,257  13 


For  the  year  ending  December  31,  1876,  the  totjil 
payments  of  the  City  Treasurer  were  $1,096,348.93, 


say— 

Water  construction, 

State,  count}^  and  bank  tax, 
Interest, 

Sinking  funds, 

State  aid, 

Education, 

Ordinary  city  expenses, 
Loans  paid, 


$553,058.98 

40,283.59 

57,087.12 

21,344.20 

1,612.00 

86,533.64 

202,629.40 

133,800.00 

$1,096,348.93 


The  corresponding  figures  of  1877,  were  as  fol- 
lows:— 

Total  payments  of  City  Treasurer  were  . $755,551.56 

Say- 

Water  construction,  . . $113,985.03 

State,  county  and  bank  tax,  39,755.16 

Interest,  . 72,206.19 


Amount  carried  forward , 


$225,946.38 
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Amount  carried  forward , 

225,946.38 

Sinking  funds, 

25,000.00 

State  aid,  .... 

1,400.00 

Kenrick  fund. 

202.50 

Water  maintenance, 

6,247.78 

Education,  .... 

83,581.15 

Ordinary  city  expenses, 

213,173.75 

Loans  paid, 

200,000.00 

$755,551.56 

The  receipts  of  the  City  Treasurer 

for  the  3rear 

ending  December  31,  1876, 

were  from  all 

sources, 

. $926,111.54 

Say— 

From  Loans,  .... 

$484,000.00 

Taxes,  .... 

398,074.96 

Premium  and  accrued  interest 

on  bonds  sold, 

15,515.24 

Interest. 

9,697.42 

State  aid, 

1,400.00 

Miscellaneous  sources, 

17,423.92 

$926,111. 

The  corresponding  receipts  of  the  City  Treasurer 

for  1877,  were  from  all  sources, 

. $785,108.93 

Say— 

From  Loans,  ....  $321,000.00 

Taxes,  .... 

397,862.31 

Premium  and  accrued  interest, 

315.00 

Interest, 

7,105.01 

State  aid, 

1,553.50 

Water  collections  (construction) 

, 14,837.27 

Water  Rates, 

17,986.77 

Kenrick  fund  . 

1,202.50 

Land  sold, 

9,835.00 

Miscellaneous  sources, 

13,411.57 

$785,108.93 
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One  source  of  income,  which  during  1875  and  1870 
had  lessened  taxation  and  the  net  indebtedness  of  the 
city  very  materially,  ceased  to  assist  us  in  1877.  In 
1875,  the  premium. upon  water  and  municipal  bonds 
sold,  and  the  interest  collected  for  the  use  of  water 
money  amounted  to  $16,377,65 ; in  1876,  they  amount- 
ed to  $15,619.24;  in  1877,  this  source  yielded  only 
$315.00.  Although  these  receipts  kept  down  taxa- 
tion and  reduced  net  indebtedness  in  appearance,  they 
really  and  simply  are  the  result  of  promising  for  a 
term  of  years  to  pay  a higher  rate  of  interest  than 
money  was  worth,  and  are  consequently  to  be  repaid 
gradually  in  the  form  of  a higher  rate  of  interest  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  required. 

To  the  above  add  the  fact  that  the  town  under  its 
government,  used  to  pay  all  its  bills  to  February  1, 
while  the  city  now  only  settles  in  full  to  December  1, 
and  pays  only  a small  portion  of  the  December  bills, 
and  that  both  town  and  city  have  in  each  year  laid  a 
tax  which  was  intended  to  cover  a full  year’s  expen- 
diture, and  it  is  evident  that  we  have  somewhere 
gained  in  appearance,  a sum  equal  to  the  whole 
expenses  of  January,  including  a semi-annual  pay- 
ment of  interest,  and  nearly  all  the  expenses  of  one 
December  month,  therefore  in  all  comparisons  that 
may  be  made  between  our  different  published  reports, 
these  items,  amounting  to  some  $90,000  to  $100,000, 
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must  be  taken  into  account  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
true  reduction  of  net  indebtedness. 

The  credit  of  our  city  is  second  to  none.  Such 
loans  as  it  has  been  necessary  to  make,  have  been 
negotiated  at  the  lowest  prevailing  rates  of  interest. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  total  payment  for  educational  purposes  in 

1876,  were $86,533  64 

lu  1877,  the}"  were  .....  83,581  15 

Reduction  below  previous  year,  . $2,952  49 

In  my  belief  our  schools  have  fully  maintained 
their  rank  and  usefulness,  and  are  the  models  they 
should  be.  The  annual  report  of  this  department 
gives  all  possible  information  concerning  them,  and 
as  my  own  experience  in  connection  with  them  has 
been  slight,  further  comment  would  be  valueless.  I 
will  only  add,  that  I regard  with  great  interest  the 
introduction  of  military  drill,  and  hope  for  its  con- 
tinuance and  extension ; an  erect  bearing  and  improved 
physique  are  in  themselves  no  slight  advantage. 
Education  in  this  direction,  and  the  taste  often 
acquired  through  such  education,  has  already  proven 
of  incalculable  advantage  to  the  nation,  and  may 
become  of  equal  advantage  in  the  future. 


HIGHWAYS. 


During  1876,  the  payments  for  this  department 

were $78,015  75 

During  1877,  the  payments  were  . . . *81,076  67 

Increase  over  previous  year,  . . . $3,060  92 

During  the  past  year,  the  management  of  this 
department  has  been  subjected  to  close  criticism.  I 
shall  bear  testimony  that  the  work  of  the  Committee 
on  Highways,  and  especially  that  of  its  chairman, 
has  been  judicious,  arduous  and  untiring,  and  I 
regret  to  add,  with  some  of  our  citizens,  owing  to 
misrepresentation,  it  has  been  thankless. 

We  have  about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  of 
roads.  If  we  intend  to  maintain  our  reputation  for 
their  character,  the  repairs  alone  of  this  immense 
extent  must  be  costly.  In  my  opinion,  true  economy 
demands  that  they  should  be  maintained  at  the 
standard.  Suffer  them  to  deteriorate,  and  the  after 
cost  of  recovering  that  standard  will  be  much  greater. 
Thanks  to  the  work  of  this  committee,  the  roads, 
generally,  were  never  in  better  condition  than  they 
now  are. 

Upon  consultation  with  the  present  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Highways,  I find  that  if  this 
department  is  relieved  from  assisting  in  the  support  of 
the  poor,  the  expenses  for  1878  need  not  exceed 
$50,000,  a sum  $10,000  less  than  was  appropriated,  and 
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$20,000  less  than  it  was  found  necessary  to  expend 
during  last  year.  Of  this  $50,000,  it  is  estimated 
that  $10,000  will  be  needed  for  finishing  work 
heretofore’  ordered  by  the  town,  county  and  city, 
the  remainder,  $40,000,  will  suffice  for  mainte- 
nance. 

In  1876  there  was  expended  in  this  department, 
beyond  the  cost  of  maintenance,  the  sum  of 
$10,427  73.  During  1877,  these  extra  items  have 
been  as  follows : High  street,  $1,500 ; W alnut  street, 
$1,300;  Concord  street,  $1,500;  Beacon  street, 
$1,000;  Crafts  street,  $500;  Station  street,  $500; 
Lyman  and  Willow  streets,  $250;  Eldridge  street, 
$300;  Salary  of  City  Engineer,  $1,300;  Horse  for 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  $250;  Almshouse,  care  of 
horses,  grain,  etc.,  $1,082  79;  Cheesecake  Brook, 
$6,000;  and  estimated  cost  of  employment  of  pool1 
above  the  value  of  the  service  received,  $5,000  — a 
total  of  $20,482  79,  exceeding  similar  expenses  of 
the  previous  year  by  $10,055  06.  Upon  this  basis 
the  expense  for  maintenance  for  1876  was  $67,588  02, 
and  for  1877,  $60,593  88,  a reduction  belotv  the  pre- 
vious year  of  $6,994  14. 

In  this  department  the  law  places  upon  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  the  duties  of  surveyors  of  highways, 
and  requires  them  under  a penalty,  to  keep  the  roads 
in  good  condition  in  summer  and  winter.  This  duty 
must  be  performed  by  surveyors  of  highways,  at  the 


MAYOR’S  ADDRESS. 


19 


expense  of  the  city,  whether  there  is  any  appropria- 
tion for  such  purpose  or  not.  Inasmuch  as  this  duty 
is,  by  statute,  laid  upon  the  board  of  Aldermen,  1 
think  the  present  practice  of  appointing  a joint 
standing  committee,  having  in  charge  the  repairs  of 
highways,  is  improper.  The  responsibility  being 
placed  by  statute  upon  the  Aldermen,  that  board 
should  have  control  of  the  matter  and  receive  the 
praise  or  blame  their  management  shall  merit.  In 
committee  they  may  now  be  outvoted  by  the  members 
upon  whom  no  legal  responsibility  rests.  In  the  City 
Council  there  should  be  three  committees  upon  high- 
ways. 1.  A joint  standing  committee  upon  “the 
laying  out,  altering  and  widening  of  highways/’ 
2.  A committee  of  Aldermen  upon  repairs  of  high- 
ways. 3.  A committee  of  the  Common  Council 
also  upon  “repairs  of  highways,”  which  latter  com- 
mittee should  keep  itself  advised  and  propose 
such  legislation  as  it  may  deem  desirable  or  advan- 
tageous. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

During  the  past  year  the  sum  of  $10,259.57  has 
been  expended  upon  the  “Poor  out  of  Almshouse,” 
against  $9,336.14  so  expended  dui*ing  the  previous 
year.  Justly  this  outlay  should  stand  debited  with 
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an  additional  amount,  which  amount,  (about  $5,000), 
should  go  to  the  credit  of  highways,  to  coyer  the 
employment  by  the  latter  department  of  many  labor- 
ers who  were  partially,  if  not  wholly  incapable,  but 
out  of  work  and  suffering.  The  employment  of  John 
Warner  as  agent  or  almoner  of  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers, has,  I believe,  resulted  in  quite  a saving  to  the 
city,  not  alone  from  the  closer  examination  into  the 
necessities  of  applicants,  but  largely  on  account  of 
reclamation  upon  other  places  for  repayment  of  assist- 
ance afforded  to  persons  not  having  a legal  settlement 
in  Newton.  I hope  that  such  an  agent  of  the 
board  may  be  continued,  but  the  office  should  be 
legally  established,  and  the  agent  legally  ap- 
pointed. 

During  the  present  year,  the  charities  of  the  city 
must  necessarily  be  large,  as  those  out  of  employ- 
ment will  probably  be  many,  we  should  therefore 
watch  this  department  closely,  not  to  prevent  assist- 
ance when  needed,  but  solely  to  evade  imposition. 

I suggest  the  appointment  of  a joint  standing  com- 
mittee of*  the  City  Council,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to 
keep  advised  as  to  the  condition  of  our  poor,  the 
doings  of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  the  management 
at  the  Almshouse,  and  all  other  subjects  connected 
with  this  department. 
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ASSESSORS’ 

The  total  valuation  of 
was  as  follows: 

Real  estate,  . 

Personal  estate, 

Corporate  stocks, 

Bank  stocks, 

Total  valuation, 


DEPARTMENT. 

our  city  for  May  1,  1876, 


$21,128,120.00 

7.074.945.00 

1.192.310.00 

1.101.623.00 

$30,496,99*^0 


The  total  assessments  were  $421,668.04,  and  the 
rate  of  taxation  was  $13.60  on  $1000. 

The  total  valuation  of  our  city  for  May  1,  1877, 
was  — 


Real  estate,  . 
Personal  estate, 
Corporate  stocks, 
Bank  stocks, 


Total  valuation, 


$20,007,025.00 

6,627,488.00 

1,007,000.00 

862,000.00 


$28,503,513.00 


The  total  assessments  were  $394,111.95,  and  the 
rate  of  taxation  was  $13.60  on  $1000. 

The  valuation,  and  assessment  thereon,  of  our  prop- 
erty is  a subject  of  great  interest  and  importance,  and 
it  seems  to  me  desirable  that  the  City  Council  should 
keep  itself  better  informed  than  it  has  heretofore 
been,  upon  all  matters  relating  to  this  department. 
I would  suggest  the  creation  of  a joint  standing  com- 
mittee for  this  purpose.  I have  the  utmost  confidence 
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in  its  present  management,  but  think  the  City  Coun- 
cil should  maintain  a link  of  connection  between 
itself  and  all  the  departments. 

The  question  of  what  property  is  exempt  from 
taxation,  and  why  it  is  thus  exempt,  should  receive 
examination  and  perhaps  action.  In  relation  to 
relieving  all  property  used  for  religious  and  benevo- 
lent purposes  from  the  burden  of  taxation,  the 
propriety  is  unquestionable.  The  only  question  that 
affects  our  city  is  the  justice  of  exempting  private 
schools  from  taxation,  and  also  its  legality.  The 
statute  provides  that  corporations  established  for 
educational  purposes  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation, 
provided,  “ no  part  of  the  income  or  profits  of  their 
business  is  divided  among  members  or  stockholders, 
or  where  any  portion  of  such  estate  is  used,  or 
appropriated  for  other  than  literary,  educational, 
benevolent,  charitable,  scientific  or  religious  purposes.” 
In  my  opinion,  private  schools,  although  incorporated, 
are  not  covered  by  this  provision,  and  while  Newton 
annually  appropriates  a sum  sufficient  to  provide  for 
the  education  of  its  own  children,  it  does  not  seem 
just  that  this  especial  business  should  evade  its  fair 
portion  of  the  public  burden. 

NEWTON  FREE  LIBRARY. 

This  institution,  at  a small  annual  cost,  continues 
and  increases  its  usefulness,  and  under  the  manage- 
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ment  of  its  effective  trustees,  assisted  by  equally 
efficient  agents,  its  value  is  appreciated  by  our 
citizens.  Its  own  published  annual  report  renders 
statistical  information  here  unnecessary. 

STREET  LIGHTS. 

The  whole  number  of  lights  is  now  1047.  Of 
these  687  are  supplied  by  gas,  and  360  by  naphtha,  an 
increase  during  the  year  of  53  lights.  The  result  of 
better  terms  for  gas  has  been  a reduction  from  the 
expenses  of  1876  of  $620  82,  besides  the  cost  of 
the  new  lights  and  their  maintenance. 


WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

The  W ater  Commissioners  have  recently  made  and 
printed  a very  full  and  interesting  report,  giving  a 
complete  statement  of  their  doings  from  the  com- 
mencement of  their  labors,  to  the  first  of  last  Novem- 
ber, it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  informa- 
tion contained  therein.  The  auditor  reports  the  total 
expenditures  to  November  30,  1877,  as  $764,093  73, 
which  sum  represents  the  net  cost  of  construction  to 
that  date.  The  work  performed  by  the  commission- 
ers has  been  thoroughly  done,  their  labors  have  been 
arduous,  and  they  have  richly  earned  the  gratitude 
of  our  citizens.  The  report  closes  with  the  follow- 
ing words : “ AYhenever  you  shall  have  arranged  for 
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the  charge  of  the  works,  we  are  prepared  to  resign 
our  positions.” 

Your  early  attention  should  be  given  to  the  deci- 
sion whether  the  future  method  of  management  shall 
be  by  a board  of  water  commissioners,  or  directly  bv 
the  City  Council . The  arguments  in  favor  of  man- 
agement by  commissioners,  have  been  fully  given  in 
the  report  of  the  commissioners.  There  is  weight  in 
them,  nevertheless  my  own  opinion  is  in  favor  of 
management  by  the  City  Council.  Two  circumstan- 
ces only,  according  to  my  views,  make  commissions 
desirable  and  economical : First,  when  the  work  to 
be  performed  is  of  such  a nature  as  to  demand 
peculiar  education  and  knowledge  for  its  efficient 
performance.  Second,  when  the  City  Council  is 
overworked,  and  the  services  to  be  performed  demand 
the  entire  time  of  a commission  paid  for  its  services. 
This  is  simply  a question  of  the  judicious  man- 
agement of  a business  of  about  $10,000  a year.  I 
think  the  twenty-one  gentlemen  composing  the  City 
Council  should  be  fully  equal  to  the  task.  Should 
they,  however,  think  otherwise,  and  prefer  a commis- 
sion, I do  not  think  such  decision  would  materially 
affect  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Either  commission  or  committee  will  need  the 
same  actuaries,  and  in  some  cases,  city  engineer  for 
instance,  those  officials  must  serve  more  than  one 
department.  This  opens  the  door  for  disagreements. 
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Unpaid  commissions  are  never,  in  reality,  controlled 
by  city  councils.  They  claim  and  receive  all  the 
power  and  authority  that  can  be  made  to  belong  to 
the  office.  In  this  case,  it  involves  extension  of 
mains,  breaking  up  the  streets,  possibly,  at  inconve- 
nient times,  and  other  powers  that  I think  should  be 
retained  within  the  control  of  the  City  Council. 
Commissioners,  unless  restrained  by  special  ordi- 
nances, or  orders,  have  by  law  all  the  power  that  vests 
in  the  city.  Committees,  on  the  contrary,  have  no 
power  except  such  as  the  city  directly  confers.  This 
is  my  understanding  of  the  difference  between  the 
two.  If  I am  correct  in  this  position,  I do  not  think 
the  City  Council  will  make  many  rules  for  the 
controlment  of  an  unpaid  commission,  and  avoid 
receiving  their  resignations. 


PUBLIC  PROPERTY. 

In  1876,  there  was  expended  upon  the  lock-up  at 
Newton  Centre,  $3,000.  Beyond  the  usual  repairs 
this  was  the  only  expenditure  for  that  year.  In  1877, 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  engine  houses  at  the 
Lower  Falls  and  at  Anbnrndale,  at  a cost  of  $4,000. 
During  1878,  a new  engine  house  should  be  built  at 
the  Upper  Falls  of  sufficient  size  for  a hose  carriage, 
a hook  and  ladder  truck,  and  the  accommodation 
needed  for  the  highway  department.  The  hose 
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carriage  has  already  been  purchased,  and  was  ready 
for  delivery  last  July.  The  steamer  house  in  ward 
three  needs  proper  sleeping  accommodations. 


MILITARY. 

Our  Newton  company,  the  Claflin  Guard,  contin- 
ues well  to  sustain  its  reputation  for  discipline  and 
drill ; it  should  continue  to  receive  encouragement  and 
assistance  from  the  city.  Such  a body,  within  our 
limits,  subject  to  call  in  case  of  riot,  or  disturbance, 
i consider  a safeguard.  The  company  asks  that,  at 
a small  expense,  the  city  will  carry  the  water  into  the 
armory;  I hope  the  request  will  be  granted. 

ANNUAL  GRANT  OR  APPROPRIATION. 

In  February,  March  or  April,  by  the  statutes,  the 
duty  is  imposed  upon  the  City  Council  of  estimating 
the  wants  of  the  city  for  a year,  and  also  its  estimated 
receipts  for  the  same  period.  Upon  these  estimates 
the  annual  tax  is  predicated. 

We  ought  not  arbitrarily  and  without  proper 
reason,  to  cut  down  an  appropriation,  simply  because 
we  would  like  to  have  it  and  the  whole  grant,  less. 
We  are  bound  by  our  oaths  of  office,  conscientiously 
to  estimate  how  much  will  be  needed,  and  to  vote  in 
accordance  with  that  estimate.  An  estimate  below 
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the  actual  wants  for  the  year,  can  only  cheat  ourselves, 
and  all  deficiencies  must  be  made  up  later.  A settled 
and  certain  obligation  for  one  thousand  dollars,  can- 
not be  paid  with  eight  hundred.  I believe  much 
improvement  may  be  effected  in  the  method  of 
gathering  information  essential  to  sensible  action 
upon  the  annual  grant,  and  I suggest  the  following: 

Early  in  the  year  let  the  Auditor  gather  from  the 
head  of  each  committee  and  board  an  estimate  in 
writing,  of  its  wants  and  of  its  receipts  for  the 
financial  year;  to  these  let  him  add  all  other  estab- 
lished city  expenses  and  estimated  receipts,  put  the 
whole,  as  thus  collected,  in  print,  and  report  it  to 
the  City  Council.  Thus  far  the  Auditor’s  duty  will 
be  simply  clerical,  and  thus  will  be  placed  directly 
before  the  City  Council  the  estimates  of  each 
committee  which  should  have  the  best  knowledge  of 
each  subject.  These  estimates,  as  thus  submitted  by 
the  Auditor,  should  then  be  referred  to  a joint  special 
committee,  because  upon  such  a committee  could  be 
placed  a representative  from  each  of  the  principal 
agencies  of  expenditure,  who,  in  case  of  doubt,  could 
give  to  the  whole  committee  more  detailed  or  partic- 
ular information  upon  the  subject.  The  report  of 
the  joint  special  committee,  sustaining  the  amount 
asked,  or  recommending  a reduction,  as  the  case  may 
be,  would  bring  the  matter  before  the  City  Council 
for  final  action,  with  much  more  complete  knowledge 
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upon  which  to  vote,  than  can  be  had  under  the 
present  method. 


FINANCIAL  YEAR. 

The  financial  year  of  a city,  meaning  thereby  the 
date  to  which  annual  accounts  may  be  brought  and 
then  closed,  is  optional  with  the  city,  but  the  twelve 
months  for  which  taxes  are  to  be  assessed  and  levied 
to  cover  expenditures,  must  by  law  be  from  May  1st 
to  April  30th,  and  for  many  reasons  it  is  best  that  the 
financial  year  should  close  at  the  same  time. 

Up  to  the  14th  of  May,  1875,  there  seems  to  have 
been  no  statute,  regulating  the  indebtedness  of  cities 
and  tOAvns ; they  might  vote  such  amount  of  taxation 
as  they  chose,  and  run  in  debt  for  the  rest  of  the 
year’s  expenditures.  Chapter  209  of  the  Acts  of 
1875,  was  passed  for  the  express  purpose  of  control- 
ling and  regulating  municipal  indebtedness;  it  does 
so  in  the  folloAving  manner:  It  establishes  the  limit 
for  the  total  debt,  (exclusive  of  that  for  Avater  or 
subscription  to  railroad  stocks),  at  “ three  per  centum 
on  the  valuation  of  the  taxable  property  therein;” 
up  to  that  limit,  indebtedness  may  be  incurred,  but 
only  in  Iavo  Avays: — 

First.  We  may  borrow  by  temporary  loan  in 
anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  year  in  which  we 
borrow,  and  of  the  year  next  ensuing,  but  if  we  do 
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so  borrow,  the  law  says,  that  such  loan  must  by 
express  vote  of  the  city  council  be  made  payable  from 
the  said  taxes. 

Second.  Except  as  stated  by  the  first  method,  no 
other  debts  can  be  incurred  than  as  follows:  By  a 
two-thirds  yea  and  nay  vote  of  all  the  members  of 
each  branch  of  the  city  council,  cities  may  borrow 
money  for  a period  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

There  is  no  other  legal  manner,  than  these  two,  in 
which  cities  can  borrow  money,  excepting  for  general 
sewers,  subscription  to  railroad  stocks,  or  water  sup- 
ply. If  borrowed  under  the  first  method,  the  vote  or 
order  must  expressly  make  it  payable  from  the  taxes ; 
if  under  the  second  method,  it  requires  a two-thirds 
vote. 

By  this  act,  it  was  determined  to  oversee  the 
assessments  for  taxation,  and  the  taxes  levied  by  vote 
of  city  councils  and  towns,  and  to  make  sure  that  a 
certain  amount  of  tax  should  be  levied  by  the  city 
or  town,  whether  or  not  the  council  of  cities  or  the 
inhabitants  of  towns  fulfilled  the  provisions  of  the 
law.  To  accomplish  this,  it  was  provided  that  a new 
duty  should  devolve  upon  assessors,  and  that  duty 
was  to  revise  the  doings  of  the  city  or  town,  and  if 
sufficient  tax  had  not  been  voted  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  the  assessors  were  ordered  to  add 
enough  tax  to  the  vote  of  the  city  or  town  to  meet 
those  requirements;  if  they  fail  to  do  this,  the  law 
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says  they  “ shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  provided 
by  law  for  neglecting  to  assess  taxes.” 

In  the  statute  this  duty  reads  as  follows:  “The 
assessors  of  cities  and  towns  shall  each  year  assess 
taxes  to  an  amount  not  less  than  the  aggregate  of 
all  sums  appropriated,  granted  or  lawfully  expended 
by  their  respective  cities  or  towns  since  the  last 
preceding  annual  assessment,  and  not  'provided  for 
therein ; and  of  all  sums  which  are  required  by  law 
to  be  raised  by  taxation  by  the  said  cities  or  towns 
during  said  year;  and  of  all  sums  which  are  neces- 
sary to  satisfy  final  judgments  recovered  against  the 
said  cities  or  towns;  but  such  assessments  shall  not 
include  sums  for  the  payment  of  which  cities  or 
towns  have  voted  to  contract  debts  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  third  section  of  this  act,”  (that  is,  a 
loan  not  exceeding  ten  years,  with  a sinking  fund, 
which  must  be  passed  by  a two-thirds  yea  and  nay 
vote) . There  is  a provision  that  the  assessors  may 
deduct  from  this  aggregate  the  estimated  receipts 
from  everything  except  loans  or  taxes.  The  law  also 
says,  “and  such  assessments  shall  be  made  in  the 
manner  provided  by  law  for  the  assessment  of 
taxes.” 

The  language  is,  “the  assessors”  “shall  each  year 
assess  taxes,”  “and  such  assessments  shall  be  made 
in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  assessment  of 
taxes.”  The  first  important  question  that  arises  is, 
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“if  the  assessors  shall  each  year  assess  taxes,”  then 
at  what  period  in  each  year  shall  they  assess?  No 
argument  is  necessary  to  prove  that  the  period  is  on 
the  first  day  of  May  in  each  year.  The  fact  that 
May  1st  is  established  by  law  as  the  period  for  the 
annual  valuation  and  assessment  thereon,  will  not  be 
doubted.  Then  this  chapter  209  virtually  says  that 
the  assessors  shall  each  year,  upon  the  first  day  of 
May,  “ assess  taxes  to  an  amount  not  less  than  the 
aggregate  of  all  sums  appropriated,  granted,  or 
lawfully  expended  since  the  last  preceding  annual 
assessment.”  Again  it  should  need  no  argument  to 
show  that  the  last  preceding  annual  assessment  was 
on  the  first  day  of  May,  one  year  previous  to  the 
time  when  the  assessors  are  supposed  to  be  at  work. 
The  period  embraced  must,  therefore,  be  the  year 
between  May  1st  and  May  1st,  and  the  assessors 
(unless  the  debt  has  been  voted)  must  embrace  in  the 
assessment  of  May  1st,  18T8,  all  the  expenditures  of 
Newton,  made  since  May  1st,  1877,  and  up  to  May 
1st,  1878,  which  were  not  provided  for  in  the  assess- 
of  May  1st,  1877.  Our  city  last  year,  in  its  tax  levy, 
provided  for  expenditures  only  to  December  31st, 
1877,  consequently  all  expenditures  after  that  date 
were  not  “provided  for”  in  the  last  annual  assess- 
ment; and  upon  the  first  of  next  May,  and  up  to  that 
date,  the  assessors  must,  if  they  perform  their  duty, 
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add  the  expenditures;  or  upon  complaint,  suffer  the 
penalty. 

The  law  farther  says,  “the  restrictions  of  this  Act 
shall  not  exempt  any  city  or  town  from  its  liability  to 
pay  debts  contracted  for  purposes  for  which  cities  or 
towns  may  lawfully  expend  money.”  It  also  says 
that  the  provisions  of  the  act  shall  be  enforced  upon 
the  suit  of  “one  or  more  of  the  taxable  inhabi- 
tants.” 

Leaving  the  legal  aspect  of  this  question,  it  seems 
to  me  that  greater  convenience,  and  a much  better 
and  more  economical  system  will  result  by  closing  the 
financial  year  on  April  30th,  and  I can  see  no  reason- 
able obstacle  to  such  change.  Our  taxes  fall  due 
November  1st;  all  we  can  collect  at  that  time  is 
needed  at  once  for  the  payment  of  temporary  loans 
and  current  expenses;  within  six  weeks  thereafter, 
by  the  middle  of  December,  we  must  borrow  again, 
with  nothing  of  consequence  to  be  received  until  the 
first  of  November  following.  In  other  words,  our 
expenditures  are  always  ten  months  in  advance  of  our 
receipts,  and  for  ten  and  a half  months  in  each  year 
we  have  to  carry  a floating  debt;  we  then  pay,  and 
in  less  than  two  months  thereafter,  begin  to  contract 
another  floating  debt.  It  is  now  about  two  months 
since  our  last  year's  taxes  came  due,  and  yet  we  were 
obliged,  three  weeks  since,  to  borrow  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  already  need  more. 
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The  change  contemplated  would  require  that  a 
sum  about  equal  to  the  expenditures  for  January, 
February,  March  and  April,  should  be  funded  for  ten 
years,  and  that  in  addition  to  the  yearly  interest,  there 
would  need  to  be  paid  towards  a sinking  fund,  a sum 
equal  to  eight  per  cent  of  the  principal;  at  the  end 
of  ten  years  the  debt  would,  thus  be  liquidated.  As 
we  now  manage,  year  after  year,  no  part  of  the 
principal  is  permanently  paid,  and  we  risk  paying  a 
rate  of  interest  varying  with  the  state  of  the  money 
market.  All  business  men  will  admit  that  now  is  a 
favorable  time  to  place,  at  a low  rate  of  interest,  our 
undoubted  securities. 

Should  our  financial  year  commence  on  May  1st, 
the  first  money  of  consequence  we  should  need  will 
be  in  June,  for  the  payment  of  May  expenditures. 
Our  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes  to  become  due 
November  1st,  will  have  at  the  outside  but  five 
months  to  run,  and  on  the  average  but  two  and  a 
half  months.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  good  business 
policy  to  fund  enough  of  our  floating  debt,  to  cover 
our  wants  from  January  1st  to  May  1st,  and  there- 
after commence  our  yearly  expenditures  at  a date  five 
months  nearer  to  our  receipts.  I think  this  the  most 
important  matter  we  have  before  us,  and  beg  your 
careful  attention  to  it.  If  I am  correct  in  my  view 
of  the  law,  and  the  1st  of  May,  1878,  arrives  without 
your  having  voted  to  contract  this  permanent  debt, 
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I feel  certain  that  a tax  must  be  collected  at  the  close 
of  this  year,  in  amount  equal  to  sixteen  months  of 
expenditure;  even  this  would  be  preferable,  in  my 
opinion,  to  a constantly  renewed  floating  debt. 


CITY  ORDINANCES. 

I earnestly  recommend  an  immediate  and  thorough 
revision  of  the  city  ordinances,  and  that  competent 
legal  assistance  should  be  employed.  As  they  now 
stand,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  their  frequent  violation ; 
literally  obeyed,  the  business  of  the  City  must  come 
to  a complete  stand  at  once.  In  parts  they  conflict 
with  the  statutes;  in  parts  with  each  other;  and  the 
parts  of  a single  ordinance  often  conflict  with  other 
parts  of  the  same  ordinance.  That  I may  not  seem 
to  speak  vaguely,  I cite,  for  your  critical  examination, 
an  ordinance  that  conflicts  with  itself,  and  probably 
the  most  important  one  of  all;  number  4,  relating  to 
the  expenditures  of  the  City.  In  Section  2d  of  that 
ordinance,  you  will  And  a provision  that  certain  claims 
against  the  city  “ shall  be  examined  and  certified  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen ;”  by  Section  5,  the  Mayor  is 
forbidden  to  draw  his  order  upon  the  Treasurer  for 
the  payment  of  any  claims,  except  as  provided  in 
Sections  5 and  (i;  these  claims,  certified  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  are  not  included  among  those  for  which 
the  Mayor  may  draw  his  order.  Again,  Section  5 
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says  that  the  Mayor  may  draw  his  order  upon  the 
Treasurer,  for  the  payment  of  certain  claims  as  stated 
in  Sections  5 and  6,  but  for  no  other  purpose. 
Immediately  after,  in  Section  7,  the  Mayor  is  given 
authority  to  draw  his  order  for  yet  other  purposes; 
and  then  to  complete  the  mystification,  Section  9 
provides  that  the  City  Treasurer  “shall  not  pay  any 
money  out  of  the  city  treasury,  except  upon  orders  of 
the  Mayor,  drawn  as  prescribed  in  the  5th  Section.” 
This  9th  Section  positively  prohibits  the  Treasurer 
from  paying:  1.  Claims  certified  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  2.  Principal  or  interest  due  on  any  note, 
bond,  or  other  security  of  the  city.  3.  Money  in 
advance  on  contracts  made,  or  for  work  begun  and 
not  completed,  when  payments  are  due. 

While  by  the  ordinances  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of 
the  Treasurer  to  decline  payment  of  these  debts  of 
the  City,  the  Mayor  must  elect  between  Sections  5 
and  7 which  he  will  obey,  and  in  either  case  he  must 
violate  the  other  section.  A remedy  is  here  impera- 
tively demanded.  In  conducting  the  affairs  of  a city, 
the  only  safety  lies  in  strict  obedience  to  the  statutes 
and  city  ordinances.  The  statutes  overrule  the  ordi- 
nances, and  so  far  as  they  mark  the  way,  there  need 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  true  course,  but  if  the  ordinances 
conflict  with  the  statutes  or  within  themselves,  there 
can  be  no  escape  from  their  violation.  During  the 
past  year,  not  only  the  ordinances  have  been  necessa- 
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rily  and  constantly  violated,  but  in  many  cases  the 
statutes  also.  In  this  city  the  same  individual  cannot 
legally  hold  the  two  positions  of  member  of  the  city 
council  and  of  the  school  committee,  (excepting  he 
is  president  of  the  common  council);  nor  can  the 
mayor  be  also  a commissioner  of  sinking  funds;  nor 
can  the  overseers  of  the  poor  choose  either  one  or 
two  city  physicians;  nor  elect  a salaried  agent  or 
almoner.  It  is  not  sufficient  excuse  to  say  that  there 
was  no  intentional  wrong,  and  that  no  injury  has 
resulted;  thfe  only  safety  lies  in  holding  all  to  strict 
accountability  in  observing  laws,  orders,  or  ordinances, 
but  these  should  be  so  framed  as  to  make  it  possible 
to  obey  them. 


CITY  GOVERNMENTS. 

Massachusetts  is  peculiar  in  the  brevity  of  its  terms 
of  office  for  officials  of  all  kinds.  I believe  our  City 
would  be  better  served  by  electing  mayor,  aldermen 
and  councilmen  for  longer  terms,  two  years  at  least, 
and  allowing  but  a part  to  retire  each  year;  and  I 
think  other  officials  holding  important  positions 
should  not  so  often  be  subjected  to  a new  election  or 
appointment,  and  by  it  be  made  to  feel  that  their 
tenure  of  position  is  more  or  less  precarious ; they 
should  always,  however,  be  subject  to  removal  for 
cause.  It  rarely  happens  that  the  first  year’s  services 
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of  a member  of  the  City  Council  is  of  much  value ; to 
render  it  so,  much  and  careful  study  of  his  duty  is 
essential.  One  year  is  not  sufficiently  long  to 
secure  to  the  City  the  advantages  gained  by 
experience. 

City  governments  have  for  years  been  drifting 
away  from  the  original  method  of  conducting  their 
affairs.  This  has  partly  resulted  from  the  statutes, 
which  have  confused  the  duties  of  the  legislative  and 
executive  departments,  but  more  from  the  doings  of 
such  bodies  themselves,  through  the  establishment  of 
joint  standing  committees  of  the  two  branches;  which 
committees  have  gradually  added  executive  duties  to 
those  that  were  purely  legislative,  until  the  board  of 
aldermen,  which  is  by  law  the  executive  body,  and  is 
responsible  for  the  proper  or  improper  performance  of 
executive  duties,  is  outnumbered  on  standing  com- 
mittees, and  liable  to  be  outvoted  on  executive 
matters  by  members  of  the  branch  which  has  but 
few  executive  duties,  and  none  that  are  not  expressly 
laid  down  in  the  statutes. 

Parliamentary  law  says  that  each  branch  of  gov- 
ernment should  exercise  its  functions  uninfluenced 
and  untrammeled  by  the  interference  of  any  other 
branch,  and  should  resent  any  such  interference,  the 
object  being  that  the  City  and  its  citizens  may,  upon 
each  and  every  question  of  legislation,  have  the 
unbiassed  and  careful  judgment  of  two  distinct  bodies, 
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which  opinion  should  be  formed  by  each  for  itself, 
from  information  derived  through  its  own  committees 
or  agents  ; the  two  bodies  agreeing,  an  ordinance  or 
order  acceptable  to  both  is  passed,  and  the  execution 
thereof  becomes  the  duty  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment. 

The  common  council  and  board  of  aldermen,  in  a 
legislative  capacity,  represent  the  citizens  of  the  town 
assembled  in  town  meeting,  vote  the  supplies  and 
make  such  rules  for  city  government  as  they  deem 
proper.  The  board  of  aldermen  and  mayor,  in  their 
executive  capacity,  represent  the  selectmen  of  towns, 
and  obey,  first,  the  regulations  for  their  government 
provided  by  the  statutes,  next,  those  passed  by  the 
city  council.  Throughout  the  statutes  the  duties  of 
mayor  and  aldermen  must  be  gathered  from  the  cor- 
responding duties  of  selectmen  as  laid  down  for 
towns. 

Each  branch  should  coniine  itself  to  its  own  duties, 
and  carefully  refrain  from  influencing  or  interfering 
with  the  duties  of  the  other.  The  common  council, 
legislative  in  its  functions,  with  a voice  in  some  execu- 
tive duties  which  are  clearly  stated  by  law ; the  board 
of  aldermen,  with  legislative  functions  equal  with  those 
of  the  common  council,  and  all  executive  functions, 
whether  expressly  stated  in  the  statutes  or  not.  The 
mayor,  with  executive  functions  only,  confining 
himself  to  the  rules  established  by  the  legislative 
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department,  and  never  interfering  with  legislation, 
excepting  in  the  two  methods  provided  by  law;  the 
one  by  written  communications  recommending  legis- 
lation, the  other  remonstrating  by  veto  against 
legislation. 


PERSONAL. 

About  a year  since,  previous  to  my  election  as 
alderman,  I did  not  seek  or  desire  official  position; 
citizens  of  the  ward  in  which  I reside  desired  the  use 
of  my  name,  and  asked  it.  Having  leisure  and  some 
experience  in  municipal  affairs,  1 did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  refuse,  and  believed  I could  be  useful  to  the  City. 
As  alderman  I found  irregularities  of  all  kinds,  ex- 
cepting dishonest  ones.  Ordinances  faulty  in  the 
extreme  were  in  force  ; parliamentary  proceedings 
of  so  loose  a character  as  to  be  scarcely  credible  ; 
receipts  of  departments  credited  to  those  departments, 
thus  increasing  appropriations  improperly  and  ille- 
gally. Such  irregularities  and  others,  and  my  know- 
ledge that  they  were  irregularities,  necessarily  forced 
me  to  attempt  a remedy.  I shall  only  add  that  it 
resulted  in  my  being  in  opposition  all  the  year,  and 
but  little  improvement  was  effected,  although  the 
officials  generally  knew  that  these  things  were  wrong 
and  wished  them  righted. 
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Previous  to  my  election  I did  not,  nor  do  I now, 
consider  the  position  of  a city  official  as  desirable. 
The  most  faithful  and  hard-working  officials  in  the  last 
year,  received  the  harshest  criticism  and  the  least 
thanks.  Such  returns  for  faithful  service  must  result 
in  declination  from  our  best  citizens  to  hold  such 
positions,  and  if  it  is  hoped  to  elevate  the  standard 
of  candidates,  should  be  frowned  down.  I think  these 
political  contests  over  individual  candidates  occur  too 
often.  I believe  that  the  decision  of  important 
questions  is  too  often  influenced  by  the  question  of 
re-election,  and  the  desire  for  promotion.  Elsewhere 
I have  given  other  reasons  favoring  biennial  elections, 
and  hope  that  the  necessary  steps  towards  that  result 
may  be  taken.  At  the  close  of  the  present  year  I 
shall  not  be  a candidate  for  re-election. 

Generally,  the  departments  will  need  about  the  same 
appropriation  as  was  expended  last  year ; the  Highway 
department  will  require  $20,000  less  than  last  year, 
provided  the  City  Council  shall  order  no  new  expen- 
diture by  that  department.  I have  recommended  the 
employment  of  a Health  officer,  and  two  additional 
Policemen,  and  that  one  City  Physician  should  be 
employed  instead  of  two ; these  changes  would  involve 
an  additional  expenditure  for  these  purposes,  over 
last  year,  of  about  ($3,000,)  three  thousand  dollars. 
On  the  whole  it  looks  as  if  the  expenses  of  last  year 
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may  be  reduced  somewhat  during  the  coming  year, 
and  until  our  citizens  call  for  improvement. 

Our  city  is  composed  of  several  villages,  each 
having  its  distinct  wants ; except  such  wants  are  justly 
and  fairly  considered  and  acted  upon,  jealousy  and 
retaliation  must  result.  To  refuse  to  vote  for  an 
engine  house  in  another  ward,  where  the  houseless 
machine,  already  purchased,  is  much  needed,  and  to 
offer  an  order  for  a drinking  fountain  in  one’s  own 
ward,  is  not  doing  as  we  would  be  done  by.  Newton 
must  grow  and  prosper  as  a whole,  or  not  at  all,  and 
in  order  that  it  may  do  so,  local  partialities  should 
give  way  to  general  good. 

During  the  coming  year,  I ask  your  assistance 
towards  the  promotion  of  method  and  system  in  all 
departments.  Such  system  is  greatly  needed,  and  no 
corporation  can  afford  to  dispense  with  it.  Except 
you  give  such  assistance,  my  efforts  can  avail  but 
little. 

I urge  a better  attendance  upon  committee  meetings. 
During  the  past  year  the  failures  to  obtain  quorums 
at  regularly  called  meetings,  have  been  very  frequent. 
When  quorums  fail,  the  time  of  all  who  do  attend  is 
wasted,  and  the  business  of  the  city  suffers. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  if  we  can  remove  such 
prejudices,  if  any,  as  now  exist,  and  commence  the 
new  year  with  the  faith  that  each  of  us  is,  to  the  best 
of  his  judgment  and  ability,  honestly  acting  for  the 
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best  interests  of  the  city,  and  extend  this  faith  to 
relations  between  the  two  Boards  of  the  City  Council, 
we  may  pass  the  year  in  greater  harmony  than  has 
recently  prevailed,  and  such  faith,  after  experience, 
may  become  conviction. 
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OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

NEWTON  CITY  GOVERNMENT, 

1877. 


Mayor. 

ALDEN  SPEARE. 


Aldermen. 

JAMES  F.  EDMANDS,  President. 

WARD  ONE.  WARD  TWO. 


F.  G.  BARNES. 


W.  W.  KEITH. 


WARD  THREE. 

E.  W.  WOOD. 


WARD  FOUR. 

WM.  B.  FOWLE. 


WARD  FIVE. 

OTIS  PETTEE. 


WARD  SIX. 

JAMES  F.  EDMANDS. 


WARD  SEVEN. 

GEORGE  S.  BULLENS. 


COMMON,  COUNCIL. 

GEORGE  E.  ALLEN,  President. 


WARD  ONE. 


D.  W.  FARQUHAR. 
GEORGE  E.  PIKE. 


WARD  TWO. 

J.  WESLEY  KIMBALL 
GEORGE  EASTMAN. 


WARD  THREE. 

GEORGE  E.  ALLEN. 
C.  F.  EDDY. 


WARD  FOUR. 

WM.  I.  GOODRICH. 
RUFUS  MOULTON. 


WARD  FIVE. 

H.  BACON. 

GEORGE  D.  ELDRIDGE. 


WARD  SIX. 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
DWIGHT  CHESTER. 


WARD  SEVEN. 

JOHN  Q.  HENRY. 


A.  A.  POPE. 
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CITY  GOVERNMENT. 


Clerk  of  Common  Council. 

HOSEA  HYDE. 

City  Treasurer  and  Collector  of  Taxes. 

E.  J.  COLLINS. 

City  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Board  of  Aldermen. 

E.  O.  CHILDS. 

City  Auditor  and  Clerk  of  Committees. 

B.  E.  OTIS. 

City  Solicitor. 

PETER  THACHER. 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 

A.  R.  CARTER. 


ASSESSORS’  DEPARTMENT. 
Assessors. 


ISAAC  HAGAR,  Chairman , ....  Term  expires  January,  1880. 
HOWARD  B.  COFFIN,  Secretary , . Term  expires  January,  1878. 

SAMUEL  M.  JACKSON, Term  expires  January,  1879. 

OFFICE,  CITY  HALL. 


Assistant  Assessors.— Elected  Annually. 


Ward  1.  — A. 

“ 2.  — H. 

“ 3.— O. 


B.  COBB. 

S.  NOYES. 

F.  LUCUS. 
Ward  7. 


Ward  4. — NATHAN  MOSMAN. 
“ 5.  — S.  N.  WOODWARD. 

“ 6.  — GEORGE  WARREN. 

— JOHN  WARNER. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

ALDEN  SPEARE,  Mayor , Chairman , ex-officio. 

GEO.  E.  ALLEN,  President  of  the  Common  Council , ex-officio. 
BRADFORD  K.UPEIRCE,  D.  D.,  Chairman. 

ISAAC  HAGAR,  Secretary. 

WARREN  JOHNSON,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 


CITY  GOVERNMENT. 
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Elective  Members.  Present  Term  of  Office. 

Ward  1.  — BRADFORD  K.  PEIRCE,  . . . Expires  January,  1880. 

' HENRY  C.  HARDON,  ....  Expires  January,  1880. 

“ 2.  — HORATIO  S.  NOYES,  ....  Expires  January,  1880. 

HENRY  O.  MARTIN, Expires  January,  1880. 

“ 3.  — E.  W.  WOOD, Expires  January,  1878. 

JULIUS  L.  CLARKE, Expires  January,  1879. 

“ 4.  — ISAAC  HAGAR, Expires  January,  1879. 

J.  E.  LATIMER,  Expires  January,  1879. 

“ 5.  — JOHN  A.  GOULD, Expires  January,  1878. 

WALTER  ALLEN,  Expires  January,  1878. 

“ G.  — JAMES  S.  NEWELL,  ....  Expires  January,  1878. 

A.  E.  LAWRENCE, Expires  January,  1878. 

“ 7. — L.  R.  STONE, Expires  January,  1879. 

GEORGE  W.  SHINN, Expires  January,  1878. 


POOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Board  of  Overseers.— Elected  Annually. 

His  Honor  THE  MAYOR,  ex-officio,  Chairman. 

Ward  1.— A.  B.  COBB.  Ward  5.  — GEORGE  PETTEE. 

“ 2.  — ELI IIU  SMEAD.  “ 6.  — GEORGE  WARREN. 

“ 3.  — O.  F.  LUCAS.  “ 7.  — JOHN  WARNER. 

“ 4.— I.  W.  BIRD. 

LEYI  MOODY,  Warden  of  the  Almshouse. 

ANDREW  B.  COBB,  Clerk  of  the  Board. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

GEORGE  H.  ELLIS,  Chief  Engineer. 
HENRY  L.  BIXBY,  Assistant  Engineer. 
EDWIN  0.  CHILDS,  Clerk. 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 


REYILO  L. 
J.  D.  HENTHORN. 

GEORGE  W.  RIGBY. 

C.  O.  DAYIS. 

EDWARD  MYRER. 

R.  H.  MOULTON. 

CHAS.  KENNEDY. 

OTIS  ATHERTON. 


HINDS,  City  Marshal. 

C.  P.  HUESTIS. 

F.  E.  TUCKER. 

G.  H.  MARSH. 

A.  H.  TOWNE. 

FRANK  E.  HINDS. 

CHAS.  F.  RICHARDSON. 
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CITY  GOVERNMENT. 


Special  Policemen. 


E.  V.  HOWARD. 


THOMAS  COUGHLAN. 


GEORGE  PARKER. 
J.  M.  BRIGGS. 


C.  W.  ROSS. 
E.  HUSTON. 


SAMUEL  STEARNS. 
ROBERT  S.  HARRISON. 
GEORGE  H.  ELLIS. 


GEORGE  E.  F.  BAKER. 
EDWARD  F.  MOSES. 

H.  L.  BIXBY. 


JOHN  M.  FISK. 
CHARLES  L.  WILSON. 
JOSEPH  IIEUSTIS. 


Constables. 

EDWARD  A.  ELLIS. 
RODNEY  M.  LUCAS. 
HOSEA  C.  HOYT. 


CITY  GOVERNMENT. 


Ward  Officers. 


WARD  ONE. 


Warden , J.  Watson  Taylor;  Clerk , J.  A.  Evans;  Inspectors, 
Charles  Newell,  Dexter  Whipple,  E.  D.  Dyer. 

ward  TWO. 

Warden , W.  S.  Slocum;  Clerk , Robert  P.  Gould;  Inspectors , 
Henry  F.  Ross,  Sam’l  E.  Wetherbee,  W.  E.  Fellows. 

ward  three. 

Warden , I).  W.  Child;  Clerk,  Stephen  Thacher;  Inspectors, 
Geo.  H.  Ingraham,  J.  W.  Carter,  J.  W.  Robinson. 

ward  FOUR. 

Warden,  Nathan  Mosman;  Clerk,  H.  H.  Mather;  Inspectors, 
B.  B.  Clark,  Henry  G.  Hildreth,  James  H.  Dolliver. 

ward  FIVE. 

Warden,  W.  S.  Cargill;  Clerk,  C.  H.  Noyes;  Inspectors,  H.  0. 
Billings,  G.  E.  Wales,  Charles  Early. 

ward  six. 

Warden,  L.  E.  Coffin  ; Clerk,  E.  H.  Mason  ; Inspectors,  B.  F.  Tyler, 
E.  A.  Ellis,  Frank  Edmands. 

WARD  SEVEN. 

Warden,  I.  N.  Peabody;  Clerk,  C.  F.  Farlow;  Inspectors,  L.  A. 
Ellis,  Fred’k  Jackson,  Henry  B.  Wells. 


CITY  GOVERNMENT.  ix 

POLICE  COURT  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEWTON. 

Judge. 

W.  W.  CARRUTH. 

Clerk. 

ED.  W.  CATE. 

REPRESENTATIVES  TO  GENERAL  COURT. 

LEVI  C.  WADE.  CHAS.  E.  RANLETT. 

TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

From  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

WILLIAM  W.  KEITH,  Esq. 

From  the  Common  Council. 

WILLIAM  I.  GOODRICH. 

At  large. 

GEO.  H.  JONES,  Esq., 

JOHN  S.  EARLOW,  Esq.,  .... 

Rev.  BRADFORD  K.  PIERCE,  D.  D., 

Hon.  JULIUS  L.  CLARKE,  .... 

Hon.  JAMES  F.  C.  HYDE,  .... 


Term  expires  1881. 
Term  expires  1880. 
Term  expires  1879. 
Term  expires  1878. 
Term  expires  1877. 


OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

NEWTON  CITY  GOVERNMENT, 

1878. 

Mayor. 

WILLIAM  B.  FOWLE. 

Aldermen. 

JAMES  F.  EDMANDS,  President. 


WARD  ONE. 

WARD  TWO. 

F.  G.  BARNES. 

W.  W.  KEITH. 

WARD  THREE. 

WARD  FOUR. 

ELIJAH  W.  WOOD. 

WM.  I.  GOODRICH. 

I WARD  FIVE. 

WARD  SIX. 

OTIS  PETTEE. 

JAMES  F.  EDMANDS. 

WARD  SEVEN. 

GEORGE  S.  BULLENS. 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 

GEORGE  E.  ALLEN,  President. 


WARD  ONE. 

WARD  TWO. 

GEORGE  E.  PIKE. 

C.  BOWDITCH  COFFIN. 

J.  WESLEY  KIMBALL. 

JOS.  W.  STOVER. 

WARD  THREE. 

WARD  FOUR. 

GEORGE  E.  ALLEN. 

JOS.  B.  WHITMORE. 

2HJFUS  MOULTON. 
NATHAN  MOSMAN. 

WARD  FIVE. 

WARD  SEX. 

HORACE  BACON. 

GEO.  D.  ELDRIDGE. 

JOHN  WARD. 

DWIGHT  CHESTER. 

WARD  SEVEN. 

WM.  P.  ELLISON. 


JOHN  Q.  HENRY. 


CITY  G O Y ERN  M EN T . 
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Clerk  of  Coinmoii  Couneil. 

HOSE  A HYDE. 

City  Treasurer  and  Collector  of  Taxes. 
EDWARD  J.  COLLINS. 

City  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Board  of  Aldermen. 

EDWIN  O.  CHILDS. 

City  Auditor  and  Clerk  of  Committees. 

BENJAMIN  F.  OTIS. 

City  Solicitor. 

PETER  THACHER. 

City  Engineer. 

ALBERT  F.  NOYES. 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 

A.  R.  CARTER, 


ASSESSORS’  DEPARTMENT. 

Assessors. 

ISAAC  HAGAR,  Chairman.  ....  Term  expires  January,  1880. 
HOWARD  B.  COFFIN,  Secretary , . . Term  expires  January,  1878. 

SAMUEL  M.  JACKSON, Term  expires  January,  1879. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

WILLIAM  B.  FOWLE,  Mayor , Chairman , ex-officio. 
GEO.  E.  ALLEN,  President  Common  Council,'  ex-officio. 
Rev.  BRADFORD  K.  PEIRCE,  D.  D.,  Chairman. 
ISAAC  HAGAR,  Secretary. 

EPHRAIM  HUNT,  L L.  D.,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 


Elective  Members.  Present  Term  of  Office. 

Ward  1. — BRADFORD  K.  PEIRCE,  . . . Expires  January,  1880. 

HENRY  C.  HARDON,  ....  Expires  January,  1880. 
“ 2. —HENRY  O.  MARTIN,  ....  Expires  January,  1880. 

HORATIO  S.  NOYES,  ....  Expires  January,  1880. 
“ 3. — JULIUS  L.  CLARKE,  ....  Expires  January,  1879. 

EDWARD  D.  HINCKLEY,  . . . Expires  January,  1879. 


Xll 


CITY  GOVERNMENT. 


Elective  Members.  Present  Term  of  Office. 

Ward  4. — JAMES  E.  LATIMER,  ....  Expires  January,  1879. 

ISAAC  HAGAR, Expires  January,  1879. 

“ 5. — JOHN  A.  GOULD, Expires  January,  1881. 

CHARLES  E.  ABBOTT,  ....  Expires  January,  1881. 
“ 6.— JAMES  S.  NEWELL,  ....  Expires  January,  1881. 

AMOS  E.  LAWRENCE,  ....  Expires  January,  1881. 
“ 7.  — GEORGE  W.  SHINN,  ....  Expires  January,  1881. 

LINCOLN  R,  STONE,  ....  Expires  January,  1879. 


POOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Board  of  Overseers. 

THE  MAYOR,  ex-officio,  Chairman. 

Ward  1.  — CHARLES  E.  RAND.  Ward  4.  — ISAAC  W.  BIRD. 

“ 2.  — AUSTIN  T.  SYLVESTER.  “ 5.  — HOSEA  C.  HOYT. 

“ 3.  — OSCAR  F.  LUCAS.  “ 6.  — GEORGE  WARREN. 

Ward  7.  — JOHN  WARNER. 

JOHN  WARNER,  Clerk  of  Board. 

NATHANIEL  D.  MOODY,  Warden  of  Almshouse. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

GEORGE  H.  ELLIS,  Chief  Engineer. 
HENRY  L.  BIXBY,  Assistant  Engineer. 


TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
From  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

WM.  I.  GOODRICH. 

From  the  Common  Council. 

GEO.  D.  ELDRIDGE. 


At  large. 

GEORGE  H.  JONES.  Rev.  B.  K.  PEIRCE,  D.  D. 

JOHN  S.  FARLOW.  Hon.  JAS.  F.  C.  HYDE. 

Hon.  JULIUS  L.  CLARKE. 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

RIVILO  L.  HINDS,  City  Marshal. 
CHARLES  O.  DAVIS,  Sergeant  of  Police. 


CITY  GOVERNMENT. 
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Police 

JAMES  D.  HENTHORN. 
GEORGE  W.  RIGBY. 
WILLIAM  C.  EMERSON. 
NOAH  F.  BOSWORTH. 
GEORGE  E.  F.  BAKER. 
CHARLES  F.  RICHARDSON. 


Officers. 

JOHN  RYAN. 

CHARLES  P.  HUESTIS. 
ROBERT  S.  HARRISON. 
CHARLES  E.  DAYIS. 
GEORGE  H.  MARSH. 
CHAS.  S.  BOOTHBY. 


WARD  OFFICERS. 

WARD  ONE. 

Warden , John  M.  Fish;  Clerk , William  C.  Emerson;  Inspectors , 
Dexter  Whipple,  John  E.  Butler,  Sam’l  W.  Kendall. 

ward  two. 

Warden , Winfield  S.  Slochum;  Clerk , Rob't  P.  Gould;  Inspectors , 
Geo.  E.  Bridges,  William  H.  Lucas,  Henry  F.  Ross. 

WARD  THREE. 

Warden , Stephen  Thacher  ; Clerk , William  E.  Barker  ; Inspectors, 
Oscar  F.  Lucas,  Ira  D.  Van  Duzee,  John  W.  Carter. 

ward  four. 

Warden,  Benjamin  B.  Clark;  Clerk,  H.  H.  Mather;  Inspectors, 
Henry  G.  Hildreth,  James  H.  Dolliver,  Chas.  A.  Moulton. 

ward  FIVE. 

Warden,  William  S.  Cargill;  Clerk,  Charles  H.  Noyes;  Inspectors , 
A.  F.  Cottrell,  Geo.  E.  Wales,  John  T.  Thomason. 

ward  six. 

Warden,  Lewis  E.  Coffin;  Clerk,  Edward  H.  Mason;  Inspectors , 
Frank  Edmands,  Edward  A.  Ellis,  Benjamin  F.  Tyler. 

WARD  SEVEN. 

Warden,  Isaac  N.  Peabody;  Clerk,  John  A.  Evans;  Inspectors, 
Lysander  A.  Ellis,  Frederick  Jackson,  Henry  B.  Wells. 


JOINT  STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 

Committee  on  Finance  and  Salaries. 

The  Mayor,  ex-officio. 

The  President  of  the  Common  Council,  ex-officio. 

Alderman  William  W.  Keith.  Alderman  George  S.  Bullens. 

Councilman  John  Ward.  Councilman  George  D.  Eldridge. 

Councilman  Nathan  Mosman. 
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CITY  GOVERNMENT. 


Committee  on  Accounts. 

Alderman  George  S.  Bullens. 

Councilman  Geo.  1).  Eldridge.  Councilman  C.  Bowditch  Coffin. 


Committee  on  Public  Property  and  Burial  Grounds. 

Alderman  E.  W.  Wood. 

Councilman  Dwight  Chester.  Councilman  George  E.  Pike. 


Committee  on  State  Aid,  Soldier’s  Relief  and  Military  Affairs. 

Alderman  William  I.  Goodrich. 

Councilman  J.  Wesley  Kimball.  Councilman  Win.  P.  Ellison. 

Committee  on  Fuel  and  Street  Lights. 

Alderman  Win.  W.  Keith. 

Councilman  John  Q.  Henry.  Councilman  Horace  Bacon. 

Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Alderman  F.  G.  Barnes.  Alderman  James  F.  Edmands. 

Councilman  Rufus  Moulton.  Councilman  J.  Wesley  Kimball. 

Councilman  Joseph  B.  Whitmore. 

* 

Committees  on  Highways,  Sidewalks,  Drains,  Sewers,  Culverts  and  Bridges. 

Alderman  James  F.  Edmands.  Alderman  F.  G.  Barnes. 

Councilman  John  Q.  Henry.  Councilman  Rufus  Moulton. 

Councilman  John  Ward. 

Committee  on  Printing. 

Alderman  William  I.  Goodrich. 

Councilman  George  E.  Pike.  Councilman  Joseph  W.  Stover. 

Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Wm.  I.  Goodrich.  Alderman  James  F.  Edmands. 

Councilman  Geo.  D.  Eldridge.  Councilman  D.  Chester. 

Councilman  Joseph  W.  Stover. 

Committee  on  Claims. 

Alderman  F.  G.  Barnes.  Alderman  Otis  Pettee. 

President  Geo.  E.  Allen. 

Councilman  N.  Mosman.  Councilman  Wm.  P.  Ellison. 

Committee  on  Water. 

Alderman  Otis  Pettee.  Alderman  E.  W.  Wood. 

Councilman  J.  Wesley  Kimball.  Councilman  N.  Mosman. 

Councilman  Geo.  E.  Pike. 


CITY  GOVERNMENT. 
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Committee  on  Almshouse  and  Poor. 

Alderman  E.  W.  Wood. 

Councilman  D.  Chester.  Councilman  Horace  Bacon. 

Committee  on  Assessors’  Department. 

Alderman  Geo.  S.  Bullens. 

Councilman  Joseph  B.  Whitmore. 

Councilman  C.  Bowditch  Coffin. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 
Committee  on  Police. 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  E.  W.  Wood.  Alderman  Wm.  W.  Keith. 

Committee  on  Elections  and  Returns. 

Alderman  Geo.  S.  Bullens.  Alderman  Wm.  I.  Goodrich. 

Committee  on  Enrolled  Ordinances  and  Resolutions. 

Alderman  James  F.  Edmands.  Alderman  William  I.  Goodrich. 

Committee  on  Highways,  Sidewalks,  Drains,  Sewers,  Culverts  and  Rridges. 

Alderman  James  F.  Edmands.  Alderman  Otis  Pettee 

Alderman  F.  G.  Barnes. 

Committee  on  licenses,  Weights  and  Measures. 

Alderman  Otis  Pettee.  Alderman  F.  G.  Barnes. 


Committee  on  Health. 

Alderman  Otis  Pettee.  Alderman  E.  W.  Wood. 

STANDING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Committee  on  Enrolled  Ordinances  and  Resolutions. 

Councilman  Joseph  W.  Stover.  Councilman  Joseph  B.  Whitmore. 
Councilman  William  P.  Ellison. 
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DUTIES  OF  THE  AUDITOE  OF  ACCOUNTS. 


The  following  are  the  important  provisions  of  the 
Ordinance  establishing  the  office  of  Auditor  of  Accounts  : 

The  Auditor  shall  receive  all  accounts  and  claims 
against  the  City,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  certified 
by  the  Committee,  or  the  proper  certifying  officers  au- 
thorized on  behalf  of  the  City  to  make  the  contract,  or 
cause  the  expenditure  to  be  made.  He  shall  carefully 
examine  all  such  accounts  and  claims,  see  that  they  are 
correctly  cast  and  duly  authorized  by  the  City  Council  or 
its  order,  and  having  certified  to  the  same,  shall  present 
them  properly  filed  and  labeled  to  the  Committee  on 
Accounts. 

The  Auditor,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February, 
annually,  shall  report  to  the  City  Council  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  past  financial  year,  giving  the  details 
under  their  appropriate  heads,  the  names  of  the  persons 
to  whom  payments  were  made,  and  the  purposes  for 
which  such  expenditures  were  incurred,  furnishing  also  a 
schedule  of  all  property  belonging  to  the  City,  a schedule 
of  all  leases  of  public  property,  with  the  rates  of  rent, 
names  of  tenants,  and  date  and  determinations  of  leases ; 
and  an  exhibit  of  the  loans  or  debts  bearing  interest  due 
from  the  City,  the  rates  of  interest  and  the  times  when 
payable ; the  whole  to  conform  as  near  as  practicable  to 
the  accounts  of  the  City  Treasurer. 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


CITY  OF  NEWTON. 


Auditor’s  Department, 

Newton,  Feb.  1,  1878. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  : 

Gentlemen , — The  Auditor  has  the  honor  to  present 
herewith  his  Annual  Report,  it  being  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1877,  and  covering  as  far  as  possible,  the 
information  required  by  Section  3,  of  Ordinance  No.  4, 
relating  to  the  finances  of  the  City. 

It  will  be  observed  that  its  financial  statements  are 
somewhat  modified  in  form,  from  those  of  previous  years, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  their  rearrangement  will  be  not  less 
acceptable. 

Among  these  are  various  tabulations,  including  a state- 
ment  of  the  Liabilities  and  Assets  of  the  City ; a state- 
ment of  Appropriations  with  Auditor’s  Drafts,  Treasurer’s 
Payments  and  Balances  ; a statement  of  the  Sinking  Funds  ; 
a summary  statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for 
the  year ; also  a new  statistical  table,  showing  the  num- 
ber of  Polls,  Real  and  Personal  Estate,  Town,  City, 
County  and  State  Taxes,  Rate  of  Taxation,  Appropria- 
tions, etc.,  with  the  number  of  houses  from  year  to  year, 
for  seventeen  consecutive  years.  Among  the  remaining 
tabulations  will  be  found  a schedule  of  the  City  Property, 
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so  arranged  as  to  show  in  separate  classifications,  the 
property  belonging  to  the  Highway,  Fire  and  other 
Departments. 

In  addition  to  these,  is  also  given  such  other  informa- 
tion appertaining  to  the  fiscal  interests  of  the  City,  as 
may  possess  general  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  F.  OTIS,  Auditor. 


CITY  TREASURER’S  ACCOUNT. 

X 


The  City  of  Newton  in  Account  with  Edward  J.  Collins, 
Treasurer  and  Collector. 


DR. 

To  Cash  Paid  as  per  following  Accounts  : 


Almshouse  Expenses  and  Repairs , 

$4,321 

68 

Armory, 

1,157 

93 

Bank  Tax, 

145 

90 

Books,  Stationery  and  Printing , 

2,928 

72 

Burial  Grounds, 

188 

75 

City  Hall, 

2,555 

34 

City  of  Newton  Non-Resident  Bank  T 

ax,  1,349 

09 

Commonwealth  Massachusetts  State 

Tax,  1877, 

24,120 

00 

Conveyance  of  Pupils, 

900 

00 

County  Tax, 

14,140 

17 

Evening  Schools, 

622 

29 

Fire  Department, 

33,466 

97 

Gravel  Lands, 

3,288 

51 

Highways, 

80,193 

88 

Interest  on  City  Loans, 

28,181 

19 

Interest  on  Water  Scrip, 

44,025 

00 

Industrial  and  Mechanical  Drawing, 

434 

75 

Kenrick  Fund  Income, 

202 

50 

Land  Damages, 

1,539 

14 

Lighting  Streets, 

21,451 

16 

Memorial  Day, 

300 

00 

Miscellaneous, 

4,288 

18 

Newton  Free  Library, 

5,336 

97 

Police, 

14,315 

75 

Amount  carried  forward , 

$289,453 

87 
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Amount  brought  forward , 

$289,453  87 

Poor  out  of  Almshouse, 

10,259  57 

Public  Property, 

9,499  97 

Public  Squares, 

500  00 

Salaries, 

11,731  25 

State  Aid, 

1,400  00 

Sewers  and  Drainage, 

2,597  26 

Speare  Library  Fund, 

250  00 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing, 

3,000  00 

Sinking  Fund  Cit}T  Debt, 

12,250  00 

Sinking  Fund  Water  Scrip, 

12,750  00 

Schools, 

71,716  42 

School  Incidentals, 

9,782  69 

Taxes  1876,  Refunded, 

2 72 

Temporary  Loans, 

200,000  00 

Water  Commissioners’  Account, 

113,985  03 

Water  Maintenance, 

6,247  78 

$755,426  56 

Balance  in  Treasury  Dec.  31,  3 877,  77,013  72 


CR. 

By  Cash  Received  as  per  following  Accounts : 


$832,440  28 


Almshouse, 

$544 

20 

Armory, 

372 

60 

Black  Bass  Pond, 

25 

00 

Betterments, 

1,635 

89 

City  Clerk  Fees, 

217 

25 

City  Hall, 

412 

00 

Criminal  Fees, 

829 

64 

Corporation  Tax, 

11,038 

60 

Dog  Tax, 

1,308 

72 

Highways, 

3,211 

00 

Interest, 

1,374 

74 

Interest  on  Taxes, 

4,479 

60 

Amount  carried  forward , 

$25,449 

24 

Amount  brought  forward , 

$25,449 

24 

Interest  Water  Account, 

1,250 

67 

Ken  rick  Fund, 

1,202 

50 

National  Bank  Tax, 

12,254 

73 

Non-Resident  Pupils, 

555 

00 

Premiums  on  Water  Bonds. 

315 

00 

Police, 

45 

00 

Poor  out  of  Almshouse, 

1,316 

34 

Public  Property, 

13,056 

73 

State  Aid, 

1,553 

50 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing, 

310 

84 

Suspense  Account, 

326 

11 

Taxes,  1877, 
Taxes,  1876, 
Taxes,  1875, 
Taxes,  1874, 
Taxes,  1873, 
Taxes,  1872, 


$295,780 

75,346 

1,910 

174 

33 

15 


65 

71 

22 

18 

00 

50 


73,260  26 


Temporary  Loans, 
Trusteed  Accounts, 
Water  Bonds, 

Water  Commissioners, 
Water  Rates, 


300,000  00 
13  97 
21,000  00 
14,837  27 
17,986  77 


Balance  in  Treasury,  Dec.  31,  1876,  $47,456  35 

Speare  Library  Fund,  250  00 


$784,733  93 

$47,706  35 


$832,440  28 

EDWARD  J.  COLLINS, 

Treasurer  and  Collector. 


Newton,  December  31,  1877. 


City  of  Newton, 

In  Committee,  January  5,  1878. 

The  joint  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  hay- 
ing attended  to  their  duty,  as  required  by  Section 


13,  of  Ordinance  No.  4,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  and  Collector,  for  the  financial  year  of 
1877,  and  find  that  they  are  carefully  and  correctly 
kept  and  all  the  payments  are  properly  vouched. 


That  the  total  cash  receipts  of  the  year  were,  $784,733  93 
Add  cash  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1876,  47,706  35 

$832,440  28 

And  the  pa3Tments  for  the  year  were,  755,426  56 

$77,013  72 

which  balance  has  been  verified  by  actual  count 
and  examination  of  the  Bank  Balances  to  the 
credit  of  the  city. 

They  further  report  that  there  remain  due  and 
uncollected,  the  following  taxes  and  assessments : 


Taxes  of  1871, 

$607 

36 

do 

1872, 

600 

66 

do 

1873, 

1,341 

71 

do 

1874, 

2,520 

26 

do 

1875, 

3,595 

89 

do 

1876, 

6,974 

02 

do 

1877, 

71,042 

69 

Sidewalk 

and  Curbing  Assessments, 

1,195 

51 

Betterment  Assessments, 

50 

00 

$87,928  10 

Respectful^  submitted, 


ALDEN  SPEARE,  ^ 

GEO.  E.  ALLEN, 

W.  W.  KEITH, 

GEO.  S.  BULLENS, 
ALBERT  A.  POPE, 

JOHN  WARD, 

GEO.  DYER  ELDRIDGE,  , 


Finance 
Committee  for 

1877. 


LIABILITIES  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEWTON  TO  DEC. 
31,  1877,  INCLUSIVE. 


Water  Loan, 

Accrued  Interest  on  same, 


$771,000  00 
22,275  00 


Town  and  Cit3T  Notes, 

353,000  00 

Accrued  Interest  on  same, 

4,740  37 

Municipal  Bonds, 

$34,000  00 

Accrued  Interest  on  same, 

850  00 

Temporary  Loans, 

100,000  00 

Accrued  interest  on  same, 

155  56 

Uninvested  portion  of  Principal 
Kenrick  Fund, 

of 

Unpaid  bills  of  1877,  payable 

1 

in  January  1878  : 

Highways, 

$6,303  15 

Fire, 

3,836  04 

Free  Library, 

1,111  05 

Poor  out  Almshouse, 

1,216  98 

Water  Department, 

7,333  15 

Street  Lights, 

4,425  85 

Police, 

1,476  58 

Almshouse, 

318  57 

Armory, 

241  40 

Water  Maintenance, 

655  52 

School  Incidentals, 

461  74 

Miscellaneous, 

427  75 

City  Hall, 

271  48 

Public  Property, 

141  66 

State  Aid, 

82  50 

Books,  Stationery  and  Printing, 

42  54 

Schools, 

22  50 

$793,275  00 

357,740  37 

34,850  00 

100,155  50 
1,000  00 
1,287,020  93 


28,368  46 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$1,315,389  39 
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DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS. 

Amount  brought  forward , $1,315,389  39 

Balance  of  Taxes,  1871,  $607  36 

“ 1872,  600  66 

“ “ 1873,  1,341  71 

“ “ 1874,  2,520  26 

“ “ 1875,  3,595  89 

“ “ 1876,  6,974  02 

“ “ 1877,  71,042  69 

$86,682  59 


Due  from  the  Commonwealth,  viz  : 

Support  of  poor  in  1877  and  pre- 
vious years,  $500  00 

State  aid  furnished  in  1877  and 
previous  years,  1,800  00 

Balance  of  Corporation  Tax,  2,164  35 

Armory  rent  for  1877,  500  00 

Due  from  County  Treasurer  : 

Dog  Tax  for  1877,  925  00 

Due  from  miscellaneous  sources,  viz. : 

Betterment  Assessments,  50  00 

Support  of  Poor  from  Cities  and 

Towns,  1,300  00 

Curbstones  and  setting,  799  84 

Concrete  sidewalks,  395  67 

Fees  Police  Court,  410  10 

Bent  of  house  connected  with 

Engine  House,  Ward  7,  450  00 


Cash  on  hand  : 

City  account,  $70,107  45 

Water  construction,  6,906  27 

77,013  72 


Amounts  carried  forward , $172,991  27  $1,315,389  39 
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Sinking1  Funds. 


Amounts  brought  forward , ! 

Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund  Water 
Bonds,  $9,000  00 

Cash  on  hand,  13,261  29 


72,991  27  $1,315,389  39 


22,261  29 


City  Debt  Sinking  Fund  Water 
Bonds,  $12,000  00 

Cash  on  hand,  12,948  12 


24,948  12 


220,200  68 


,095,188  71 


Water  Loan, 

Accrued  Interest  on  same, 
Unpaid  Bills  for  Construction. 


Cash  on  hand  for  construction, 
Sinking  Fund, 


RECAPITULATION. 
Water  Debt. 

$771,000  00 


22,275  00 


$6,906  27 
22,261  29 


$793,275  00 
7,333  15 

$800,608  15 


29,167  56 


Net  Water  liability, 


City  Debt  Exclusive  of  Water  Debt. 

$353,000  00 
4,740  37 


Town  and  City  Notes, 
Accrued  Interest  on  same, 


Municipal  Bonds, 

Accrued  Interest  on  same, 


$34,000  00 
850  00 


357,740  37 


34,850  00 


$392,590  37 


Amount  carried  forward , 


$392,590  37 


Amount  brought  forward , 

Temporary  Loans,  $100,000  00 

Accrued  Interest  on  same,  155  56 

100,155  56 

Uninvested  portion  of  principal  of  Kenrick  Fund,  1,000  00 


Unpaid  Bills, 

Less  Water  Construction, 


Cash  on  hand, 

Sinking  Fund, 

Balance  Taxes  uncollected, 
Other  Assets  uncollected, 


$28,368  46 
7,333  15 

21,035  31 


$514,781  24 

$70,107  45 
24,948  12 
86,682  59 
9,294  96 

191,033  12 


Net  City  Liability, 


$323,748  12 


RECEIPTS. 

The  Receipts  for  the  year  ending  December  31 , 
1877,  are  shown  in  the  aggregates,  as  credited  in 
the  following  accounts : — 


No.  of 
Account. 


1. 

Almshouse, 

$544 

20 

2. 

Armory, 

372 

60 

3. 

Black  Bass  Pond, 

25 

00 

4. 

Betterments, 

1,635 

89 

5. 

City  Clerk’s  Fees, 

217 

25 

6. 

City  Hall, 

412 

00 

7. 

Criminal  Fees, 

829 

64 

8. 

Corporation  Tax, 

11,038 

60 

9. 

Dog  Tax, 

1,308 

72 

10. 

Highway, 

3,211 

00 

11. 

Interest, 

1,374 

74 

12. 

Interest  on  Taxes, 

4,479 

60 

13. 

Interest,  Water  Account, 

1,250 

67 

Amount  carried  forward , 

$26,699 

91 

Amount  brought  forward, 

$26,699 

91 

14. 

Kenrick  Fund, 

1,202 

50 

15. 

National  Bank  Tax, 

12,254 

73 

16. 

Non-resident  Pupils, 

555 

00 

17. 

Premium  on  Water  Bonds, 

315 

00 

18. 

Police, 

45 

00 

19. 

Poor  out  of  Almshouse, 

1,316 

34 

20. 

Public  Property, 

13,056 

73 

21. 

State  Aid, 

1,553 

50 

22. 

Sidewalks  and  curbing, 

310 

84 

23. 

Suspense  Account, 

326 

11 

24. 

Taxes,  1877, 

295,780 

65 

25. 

“ 1876, 

75,346 

71 

26. 

k‘  1875, 

1,910 

22 

27. 

“ 1874, 

174 

18 

28. 

“ 1873, 

33 

00 

29. 

“ 1872, 

15 

50 

30. 

Temporary  Loans, 

300,000 

00 

31. 

Trusteed  Accounts, 

13 

97 

32. 

Water  Bonds, 

21,000 

00 

33. 

Water  Commissioners, 

14,837 

27 

34. 

Water  Pates, 

17,986 

77 

Total  receipts, 

$784,733 

93 

EXPENSES. 

The  Claims  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1877,  as  approved  and  drawn  for  in  the  Auditor’s 
Office,  are  shown  in  the  aggregates  as  charged  to 
the  following  accounts : — 


1. 

Almshouse  Expenses  and  Repairs, 

$4,640 

25 

2. 

Armory  Rent  and  Expenses, 

1,399 

33 

3. 

Bank  Tax, 

145 

90 

4. 

Books,  Stationery  and  Printing, 

2,971 

26 

5. 

Burial  Grounds, 

188 

75 

6. 

City  Hall,  fuel,  lights  and  contingent  expenses, 

2,826 

00 

Amount  carried  forward , 


$12,172  31 
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Amount  brought  forward , 

7.  City  Clerk’s  Salary, 

8.  City  of  Newton,  non-resident  Bank  Tax, 

9.  Commonwealth  of  Mass.  State  Tax,  1877, 

10.  Convey  an  ce  of  Pupils, 

11.  County  Tax, 

12.  Curbing  and  Concrete  Walks, 

13.  Evening  Schools, 

14.  Fire  Department, 

15.  Gravel  Lands, 

16.  Highway  Repairs  and  Improvements, 

17.  Interest  on  City  Loans, 

18.  Interest  on  Water  Bonds, 

19.  Industrial  and  Mechanical  Drawing, 

20.  Ken  rick  Fund  Income, 

21.  Land  Damages, 

22.  Lighting  Streets, 

23.  Memorial  Da}r, 

24.  Miscellaneous  Expenses, 

25.  Newton  Free  Library, 

26.  Police  Department, 

27.  Poor  out  of  Almshouse, 

28.  Public  Property, 

29.  Public  Squares, 

30.  Salaries, 

31.  Speare  Library  Fund, 

32.  State  Aid, 

33.  Sewerage  and  Drainage, 

34.  Sinking  Fund  City  Debt, 

35.  Sinking  Fund,  Water  Bonds, 

36.  Schools,  general  appropriation, 

37.  School  Incidentals  and  Repairs, 

38.  Taxes,  1876,  refunded, 

39.  Temporal  Loans, 

40.  Water  Commissioner’s  account, 

41 . W ater  Maintenance, 


$12,172 

31 

1,600 

00 

1,349 

09 

24,120 

00 

900 

00 

14,140 

17 

3,000 

00 

622 

29 

37,303 

01 

3,288 

51 

86,497 

03 

28,181 

19 

44,025 

00 

434 

75 

202 

50 

1,539 

14 

25,877 

01 

300 

00 

4,715 

93 

6,448 

02 

15,792 

33 

11,476 

55 

9,641 

63 

500 

00 

10,131 

25 

250 

00 

1,482 

50 

2,597 

26 

12,250 

op 

12,750 

00 

71,738 

92 

10,244 

43 

2 

72 

200,000 

00 

121,318 

18 

6,903 

30 

$783,795 

02. 
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Table  showing  actual  expenditures  belonging  to 
1877,  inserted  for  convenience  of  future  compari- 
sons. 


Total  Expendi- 

tures during 

1877,  paid  and 

unpaid. 

Deduct  Expen- 

ditures belong- 
ing to  Dee., 

1876,  paid  in 

1877. 

■ 

Balance  showing 

actual  Expen- 

diture for  the 
year  1877. 

Almshouse  expenses  and  repairs, 

$4,610  25 

$483  01 

$4,157  24 

Armory  rent  and  expenses, 

1,399  33 

231  30 

1,168  03 

Books,  Stationery  and  Printing, 

2,971  26 

59  15 

2,912  11 

Burial  grounds,  * 

188  75 

— 

188  75 

City  Hall— fuel,  lights,  etc., 

2,826  82 

229  52 

2,597  30 

City  Clerk’s  salary, 

1,600  00 

— 

1,600  00 

Conveyance  of  pupils, 

900  00 

— 

900  00 

Curbing  and  concrete  walks, 

3,000  00 

— 

3,000  00 

Evening  Schools, 

622  29 

— 

622  29 

Fire  Department, 

37,303  01 

4,626  07 

32,6:6  94 

Gravel  lands, 

3,288  51 

428  38 

2,860  13 

Highway  repairs  and  improvements, 

86,497  03 

7,498  08 

78,998  95 

Interest  on  City  loans, 

28,181  19 

— 

28,181  19 

Interest  on  Water  Bonds, 

44,025  00 

— 

44,025  00 

Industrial  drawing, 

434  75 



434  75 

Land  damages, 

1,539  14 

— 

1,539  14 

Lighting  streets, 

25,877  01 

4,226  66 

21,650  35 

Memorial  Day, 

300  00 

— 

300  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 

4,715  93 

2,085  57 

2,630  36 

Newton  Free  Library, 

6,448  02 

442  34 

6,005  68 

Police  Department, 

15,792  33 

1,073  44 

14,718  89 

Poor  out  of  Almshouse, 

11,476  55 

1,477  04 

9,999  51 

Public  property, 

9,641  63 

28  97 

9,612  66 

Public  squares, 

500  00 

— 

500  00 

Salaries, 

10,131  25 

50  00  1 

10,081  25 

Schools,  general  appropriation, 

71,738  92 

— 

71,738  92 

School  incidentals, 

10,244  43 

— 

10,244  43 

Sewei’age  and  drainage, 

2,597  26 

2,597  26 

Sinking  Fund  City  Debt, 

12,250  00 

12,250  00 

Sinking  Fund  Water  Debt, 

12,750  00 

12,750  00 

State  Aid, 

1,482  50 

116  50  | 

1,366  00 

Water  maintenance, 

6,903  30 

— 

6,903  30 

$422,266  46 

$23,056  03 

$399,210  43 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  KENRICK  FUND. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  this  Fund  and 


its  Income,  January  1,  1878: 

Amount  invested, 

$3,000  00 

Cash  uninvested, 

1,000  00 

Total  fund,  t 

$4,000  00 

Income  received  in  1877, 

$202  50 

Amount  for  distribution  in  1878, 


$202  50 


In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  donor  of 
this  Fund,  the  Income  has  been  distributed  to  per- 
sons entitled  to  its  benefits. 


TAXES  AND  TAXABLE  VALUATION. 

The  following  will  show  the  valuation  of  the 
property  of  the  City  on  which  taxes  were  assessed 
for  the  year  1877,  with  the  amount  of  taxes  and 
rate  of  taxation: 

Value  of  Real  Estate, 

Value  of  Personal  Estate, 


$26,634,513  00 
1,007,000  00 
862,000  00 


$20,007,025  00 
6,627,488  00 


Taxable  Value  of  Corporate  Stocks, 
Taxable  Value  of  Bank  Stocks, 


$28,503,513  00 
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City  appropriations  for  current  expenses,  $402,200  00 

Deduct  estimated  receipts  for  1877,  74,554  87 


City  Tax, 

$327,645  13 

State  Tax, 

24,120  00 

County  Tax, 

14,140  17 

Overlay, 

4,414  08 

$370,319  38 

Assessment  on  Corporate  Stocks, 

12,927  76 

Assessment  on  Bank  Stocks, 

10,864  81 

Total  Assessments,  $394,111  95 


Rate  of  taxation,  $13.60  on  $1,000. 


SALARIES  OF  CITY  OFFICERS,  1877. 


Mayor, 

$1,000  00 

City  Clerk, 

1,600  00 

City  Treasurer  and  Collector,  including  clerk, 

3,000  00 

City  Auditor, 

1,500  00 

City  Solicitor, 

1,000  00 

Chairman  of  Assessors, 

1,200  00 

Two  Assessors,  each, 

700  00 

Assistant  Assessor,  per  day. 

4 00 

City  Messenger, 

800  00 

Clerk  of  Common  Council, 

300  00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures, 

75  00 

Highway  Department. 

Superintendent  of  Streets,  two  horses  and  car- 

riage furnished, 

$1,400  00 

Five  Assistant  Superintendents,  each,  per  day, 

2 75 

City  Engineer, 

1,300  00 

18 

Fire  Department. 

Chief  Engineer,  team  furnished,  1,500  00 

Assistant  Engineer,  300  00 

Clerk  of  Board,  100  00 

Three  Engineers  of  Steamers,  each,  1,000  00 

Four  Drivers  of  Steamers  and  Hook  and  Ladder 

Co.,  each,  800  00 

Eight  Foremen  of  Steamers  and  Hook  and  Ladder, 

and  Hose  Co.,  each,  80  00 

Eight  Assistant  Foremen  and  Clerks  of  Steamers 

and  Hook  and  Ladder,  and  Hose  Co.,  each,  65  00 

Fifty-eight  hosemen,  each,  60  00 

Police  Department. 

City  Marshal,  team  furnished,  1,200  00 

Sergeant  of  Police,  horse  furnished,  1,000  00 

Twelve  policemen,  each,  900  00 

Poor  Department. 

Seven  Overseers  of  Poor,  each,  50  00 

Clerk  of  Overseers,  150  00 

Agent  of  Overseers,  500  00 

Warden  of  Almshouse,  550  00 

Water  Department. 

Three  Commissioners,  each,  1,500  00 

Engineer,  3,600  00 

Two  Clerks,  each,  1,200  00 

Superintendent,  1,200  00 

11  for  team,  600  00 
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Schools. 


Superintendent, 

2,700 

One  teacher, 

2,700 

Four  teachers,  at  $2,000, 

8,000 

One  teacher, 

1,850 

u 

1,500 

Two  teachers,  at  $1,200, 

2,400 

Four  teachers,  at  $1,100, 

4,400 

One  teacher, 

1,000 

u 

900 

Thirteen  teachers,  at  $750, 

9,750 

Forty-one  teachers,  at  $600,, 

24,600 

Five  teachers,  at  $550, 

2,750 

Two  teachers,  at  $500, 

1,000 

One  teacher,  • 

200 

Secretary  of  School  Committee, 

300 

Janitors. 

One  Janitor,  650 

“ “ 626 

“ “ 540 

“ “ 425 

“ “ 400 

“ “ 300 


“ “ 200 

“ “ 180 

“ “ 120 

Two  Janitors,  at  $96,  192 

Library. 

Librarian,  800 

Assistant  Librarian,  500 


Two  assistants,  for  service,  one  shilling  per  hour. 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of 
Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  registered  in  the 
City  of  Newton,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1877: 

Births,  40i) 

Marriages,  101 

Deaths,  237 
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LEDGER  BALANCES. 

$77,013  72 


Cash, 

Kenrick  Fund, 

Taxes,  1871, 

“ 1872, 

“ 1873, 

“ 1874, 

“ 1875, 

“ 1876, 

“ 1877, 

Suspense, 

Trusteed  Accounts, 

Cit}’  of  Newton, 

Funded  Debt,  Water  Scrip, 

“ u Permanant  Loan, 

“ “ City  Bonds, 

Temporary  Loans, 

Overlay  and  Abatements, 

Water  Commissioners, 

Public  Property, 


$1,000  00 

607  36 
600  66 
1,341  71 
2,520  26 
3,595  89 
6,974  02 
71,042  69 

326  11 
13  97 
438,646  87 

771.000  00 

353.000  00 

34,000  00 

100.000  00 

918  04 

764,093  73 
771,114  95 


$1,698,904  99  $1,698,904  99 


TABLE 

Showing  amount  paid  for  support  of  Poor  out  of 
Almshouse,  from  1851  to  1877  inclusive. 


1851,  . 

. $138  56 

1852,  . 

104  94 

1853,  . 

45  70 

1854,  . 

38  10 

1855, 

73  63 

1856,  . 

135  49 

18.57,  . 

204  96 

1858,  . 

387  61 

1859,  . 

$358  25 

1860,  . 

500  81 

1861,  . 

757  14 

1862,  . 

781  50 

1863,  . 

632  27 

1864,  . 

605  02 

1865,  . 

870  77 

1866,  . 

643  72 

23 


1867,  . 

. $1,268 

08 

1868,  . 

. 1,464 

53 

1869,  . 

. 2,019 

28 

1870,  . 

. 2,197 

41 

1871,  . 

. 3,713 

39 

1872,  . 

. 2,884 

79 

1873,  . 

. $3,066 

59 

1874, • . 

. 3,835 

51 

1875, 

. 5,553 

79 

1876,  . 

. 9,336 

14 

1877,  . 

. 10,259 

57 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  SINKING  FUNDS. 


•Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  in  Account  with  City  of  Newton. 
Water  Loan  Sinking1  Fund. 


1877. 

Jan.  1.  Balance  on  hand,  cash,  $157  98 

“ 44  City  of 

Newton  Water  Bonds,  9,000  00 


July  6.  To  cash  received  of  City  of  Newton,  6 
months’  interest  on  $9,000  bonds, 
Nov.  30.  To  cash  received  of  E.  J.  Collins,  Treas- 
urer City  of  Newton, 


$9,157  98 
225  00 
12,750  00 


1878. 

Jan.  1.  To  cash  received  of  City  of  Newton,  G 

months’  interest  on  $9,000  bonds,  225  00 

44  To  cash  received  of  Newton  National 

Bank,  interest  on  deposits,  38  31 


$22,396  29 


1877. 


Cr. 


Jan.  1.  Premium  paid  on  $9,000  Water  Bonds, 


135  00 


$22,261  29 


Balance, 


24 


1878. 

Jan.  1.  Balance  on  hand,  cash,  $13,261  29* 
“ “ $9,000 

Newton  Water  Bonds,  9,000  00 


Total, 


$22,261  29 


* Since  the  above  account  was  rendered  the  Commissioners  have  purchased  ten 
Newton  Water  Bonds,  at  a cost  of  $10,391  67. 


1877. 


City  Debt  Sinking  Fund. 

$239  85 


Jan.  1.  Balance  on  hand,  cash, 

“ “ City  of 

Newton  Water  Bonds,  12,000  00 

July  6.  To  cash  received  of  City  of  Newton,  6 
months’  interest  on  $12,000  Bonds, 

Nov.  30.  To  cash  received  of  E.  J.  Collins,  Treas- 
urer Cit}7  of  Newton, 

1878. 

Jan.  1.  To  cash  received  of  City  of  Newton,  6 
months’  interest  on  $12,000  Bonds, 

“ To  cash  received  of  Newton  National 

Bank,  interest  on  deposits, 


Or. 


1877. 


Jan.  1.  Premium  Paid  on  $12,000  City  of  New- 
ton Water  Bonds, 


Balance, 

1878. 

Jan.  1.  Balance  on  hand,  cash, 

“ “ City  of 

Newton  Water  Bonds, 

Total, 


$12,948  12 

12,000  00 


$12,239  85 
300  00 
12,250  00 

300  00 

38  27 
$25,128  12 

180  00 
$24,948  12 


$24,948  12 


ALDEN  SPEARE. 
GEORGE  C.  LORD. 
L.  G.  PRATT. 
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STATEMENT  IN  DETAIL  OF  RECEIPTS. 


Almshouse. 

Received  for  support  of  Sally  Pierce,  $104  00 
44  Sale  of  Produce,  315  20 

44  Board  of  Highway  Horses,  125  00 


Total  as  per  item  No.  1 of  receipts,  $544  20 

Armory. 

Received  from  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
for  rent  of  Armory,  as  per  item  No.  2 of 
receipts,  $372  60 

Black  Bass  Pond. 

Received  from  Black  Bass  Club  for  rent,  as  per 

item  No.  3 of  receipts,  $25  00 


Betterments. 

Received  Betterments  assessed  on  Highland  and 

Waltham  Sts.,  as  per  item  No.  4 of  receipts,  $1,635  89 


City  Clerk  Fees. 


Received  Recording  Mortgages,  $79  00 

44  Marriage  Certificates,  60  50 

44  Recording  Assignments,  51  50 


Amount  carried  forward , 


$191  00 


26 


Amount  brought  forward , $191  00 

Received  Auctioneers’  Licenses,  18  00 

“ Recording  Liens,  5 50 

k‘  Recording  Bill  of  Sales,  2 75 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  5 of  receipts. 


$217  25 


City  Hall. 

Received  for  use  of  Hall,  as  per  item  No.  6 of 

receipts,  $412  00 


Criminal  Fees. 

Rec’d  from  Judge  Carruth  for  Officers’ 

Fees  and  Support  of  Juvenile 
Offenders,  $32  58 

“ E.  W.  Cate,  Clerk  of  Police 
Court,  Officers’  Fees,  Fines 
and  Costs,  733  26 

“ W.  F.  Slocum,  Trial  Justice 

fees,  53  00 

“ Judge  Carruth,  Fees  for  Wit- 
nesses, 10  80 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  7 of  receipts,  $829  64 


Dog  Tax. 

Received  from  County  Treasurer  for  Dog  Tax, 

as  per  item  No.  9 of  receipts,  $1,308  72 


Highways. 

Rec’d  from  Fire  Department  for  keeping 

and  care  of  horses,  $3,000  00 

“ Police  Department  for  keep- 
ing and  care  of  horses,  150  00 


Amount  carried  forward , 


$3,150  00 
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Amount  brought  forward , $3,150  00 

“ Town  of  Needham,  one-half 

expense  of  Bridge  at  Newton 
Lower  Falls,  54  00 

“ Alden  Speare  for  Gravel  and 

Cobble  Stones,  7 00 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  10  of  receipts,  $3,211  00 

Interest. 

Received  from  Newton  National  Bank,  on  daily 

balances,  as  per  item  No.  11  of  receipts,  $1,374  74 


Interest  on  Taxes. 

Received  from  sundry  persons,  Interest  on  Taxes, 

as  per  item  No.  12  of  receipts.  $4,479  60 


Interest  on  Water  Account. 

Received  from  National  Bank  of  North  America 
on  daily  balances,  as  per  item  No.  13  of 
receipts,  $1,250  67 


Kenrick  Fund  Income. 

Balance  uninvested  in  City  Treasury,  $1,000  00 
Income  from  investments,  202  50 

Total  as  per  item  No.  14  of  receipts,  $1,202  50 


EXPENDED. 

's 

Distributed  per  order  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  per 

item  No.  20  of  expenses,  202  50 


Balance  uninvested  January  1st,  1878.  $1,000  00 


Non-Resident  Pupils. 


Received  from  sundry  Non-Residents  for  Tuition, 
as  per  item  No.  16  of  receipts, 


$555  00 
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Premium  on  Water  Bonds. 

Received  from  sale  of  $21,000  Newton  Water 
Bonds,  per  cent.,  as  per  item  No.  17  of 
receipts,  $315  00 


Police. 

Received  from  R.  L.  Hinds  for  sale  of  Horse,  as 

per  item  No.  18  of  receipts,  $45  00 


Poor  Out  of  Almshouse. 

Rec’d  from  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts for  partial  support,  etc., 
of  sundry  persons,  $822  64 

“ Town  of  Watertown,  partial 

support,  etc.,  of  sundry  per- 
sons, 222  96 

u Sidney  Allen,  on  account  of 

C.  L.  Allen,  58  50 

“ City  of  Cambridge,  partial 

support  of  sundry  persons,  58  50 

“ City  of  Boston,  partial  sup- 
port of  sundry  persons,  57  51 

“ City  of  Somerville,  partial 

support  of  sundry  persons,  25  93 

“ City  of  Lowell,  partial  sup- 
port of  sundry  persons,  25  00 

“ Town  of  Needham,  partial 

support  of  sundry  persons,  24  92 

“ Town  of  Norwood,  partial 

support  of  sundry  persons,  20  38 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  19  of  receipts, 


$1,316  34 
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Public  Property. 

Rec’d  from  City  of  Boston,  for  land 
taken  in  Ward  6 for  Sud- 


bury  River  Conduit, 

$9,835 

00 

< . 

County  Treasurer,  rent  of 
Police  Court  Room  from 
June,  1876  to  Jan.  1 , 1877, 

900 

00 

u 

Insurance  Companies  on  ac- 
count of  Free  Library  dam- 
aged b}T  fire, 

1,737 

37 

u 

Rent  of  Mason  School  House 
Hall, 

144 

00 

i i 

Orrin  Whipple,  sale  of  hand 
engine,  Eagle  No.  6, 

- 100 

00 

u 

Return  Premiums  from  Dor- 
chester Mutual  Ins.  Co., 

84 

00 

tt 

Sale  of  old  hose,  Ward  6, 

61 

00 

tt 

Rent  of  Hall  in  School  Build- 
ing, Newton  Upper  Falls, 

50 

00 

it 

Return  Premiums  from  Wor- 
cester Mutual  Ins.  Co., 

31 

50 

t i 

Sale  of  hose  carriage,  New- 
ton Lower  Falls, 

30 

00 

tt 

D.  C.  Morgan,  2 mos.  rent 
of  house,  Washington  St., 
Ward  7, 

25 

00 

i i 

J.  A.  Peck,  use  of  hearse, 

25 

00 

tt 

Boston  Lead  Company,  old 
lead  from  School  Houses, 

13 

86 

i t 

Use  of  old  Engine  House, 
Ward  6, 

12 

00 

t i 

Sale  of  old  hose,  West 
Newton, 

6 

00 

tt 

L.  J.  Kendall,  resetting 
lamp  post, 

2 

00 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  20  of  receipts,  $13,056  73 
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State  Aid. 

Received  from  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts on  account  of  sundry 
persons,  $1,500  00 

Covered  into  the  treasury  from  parties 

not  entitled  to  aid,  53  50 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  21  of  receipts,  $1,553  50 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing. 

Received  from  sundry  persons  for  la}’ing  Sidewalks 

and  Curbing,  as  per  item  No.  22  of  receipts,  $310  84 

Suspense  Account. 

Received  amount  uncalled  for  on  account  of 
Laborers  on  Water  Works,  as  per  item  No. 

23  of  receipts,  $326  11 


Taxes,  1871. 

Balance  uncollected,  Dec.  31,  1876,  $607  36 

Taxes,  1872. 

Balance  uncollected,  Dec.  31,  1876,  $616  16 

Received  from  sundry  persons  since  Dec. 

31,  1876,  as  per  item  No.  29  of 
receipts,  15  50 

Balance  uncollected,  $600  66 


Taxes,  1873. 

Balance  uncollected,  Dec.  31,  1876,  $1,374  71 

Received  from  sundry  persons  since  Dec. 

31,  1876,  as  per  item  No.  28  of 
receipts,  33  00 


Balance  uncollected, 


$1,341  71 
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Taxes,  1874. 

Balance  uncollected,  Dec.  31,  1876,  $2,694  44 

Received  from  sundry  persons  since  Dec. 

31,  1876,  as  per  item  No.  27  of 
receipts,  174  18 

Balance  uncollected,  $2,520  26 


Taxes,  1875. 

Balance  uncollected,  Dec.  31,  1876,  $5,506  11 

Received  from  sundry  persons  since  Dec. 

31,  1876,  as  per  item  No.  26  of 
receipts,  1,910  22 


Balance  uncollected,  $3,595  89 

Taxes,  1876. 

Balance  uncollected,  Dec.  31,  1876,  $83,128  78 

Received  from  sundry  persons  since  Dec. 

31,  1876,  as  per  item  No.  25  of 
receipts,  $75,346  71 

Abatements  to  Dec.  31,  1877,  810  77 


$76,157  48 

Less  Taxes  refunded,  as  per  item  No. 

38  of  expenses,  2 72  76,154  76 


Balance  uncollected,  $6,974  02 


Taxes,  1877. 


Amount  assessed  for  State  Tax, 

“ “ County  Tax, 

City  Tax  and  Overlay, 


$24,120  00 
14,140  17 
332,059  21 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$370,319  38 
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Amount  brought  forward , $370,319  38 

Received  from  sundry  persons,  as  per 

item  No.  24  of  receipts,  $295,780  65 

Abatements  to  December  21,  1877,  3,496  04 


299,276  69 


Balance  uncollected,  $71,042  69 


Taxes,  1877. 

Rec’d  from  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Cor- 
poration, as  per  item  No.  8 of  receipts,  $11,038  60 
“ Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts’  Na- 
tional Banks,  as  per  item  No.  15  of 
receipts,  12,254  73 

Expended,  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Balance  of  Bank 
Tax  for  1876,  as  per  item 
No.  3 of  expenses,  $145  90 

Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  non-residents  of 
Newton,  National  Bank 
Shares,  as  per  item  No.  8 
of  expenses,  1,349  09 


Temporary  Loans. 

Borrowed  during  the  year  by  authority  of  the 
City  Council,  (in  anticipation  of  taxes),  for  the 
payment  of  current  expenses: 

Feb.  3,  Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank,  at  4 per 

cent,  $100,000  00 

May  22,  Blake  Bros.  & Co.,  at  3 per  cent,  100,000  00 

Dec.  17,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  at  4 

per  cent,  100,000  00 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  30  of  receipts 


$300,000  00 


$300,000  00 


Amount  brought  forward , 

Expended,  Nov.  17,  Boston  Five  Cent 

Savings  Bank,  $100,000  00 

“ Nov.  13,  Blake  Bros.  & Co.  100,000  00 

Total  as  per  item  No.  39  of  expenses,  $200,000  00 

Temporary  Loan,  outstanding,  January  1,  1878.  $100,000  00 

Trusteed  Accounts. 

Received  from  sundry  accounts,  trusteed  after 
having  been  charged  to  Water  Account,  as 
per  item  No.  31  of  receipts,  $13  97 

Water  Bonds. 

Received  from  sale  of  21  Newton  City  Water 
Bonds,  $1000  each,  as  per  item  No.  32  of 
receipts,  $21,000  00 

Water  Rates. 

Received  from  sundry  persons  for  use  of  Water, 

as  per  item  No.  34  of  receipts,  $17,986  77 


STATEMENT  IN  DETAIL  OP  EXPENSES,  WITH  APPROPRIA- 
TIONS, TRANSPERS  AND  BALANCES. 


Almshouse  Expenses  and  Repairs. 


Appropriation, 

Transferred  from 
ment, 

Transferred  from 
ment, 

Transferred  from 
penses, 


Highway  Depart- 
Highway  Depart- 
Miscellaneous  Ex- 


$882  79 
200  00 
200  00 


$3,000  00 


$1,282  79 


$4,282  79 

Appropriation  in  1878  for  account  of  1877,  31857 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$4,601  36 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $4,601  36 

John  J.  Ware,  services  as  Warden,  etc.,  $119  37 
Levi  Mood}',  “ “ “ “ 366  65 

Levi  Moody,  sundry  cash  paj'ments,  218  21 
Lizzie  Moody,  services,  104  14 

Daniel  Lane,  “ 68  12 

Mary  Dunn,  “ 20  00 

Lord,  Ranlett  & Co.,  grain,  309  89 

Dorr  & Gurney,  “ 183  78 

Lord  & Crowell,  “ 88  54 

John  B.  Lord  & Co.,  “ 57  50 

II.  E.  Shepard  & Co.,  “ 47  85 

H.  W.  Crowell,  “ 18  85 

W.  B.  Locke,  hay,  77  34 

B.  F.  Houghton,  groceries,  241  68 

H.  W.  Fanning  & Son,  groceries,  134  86 

Knapp,  Harmon  & Co.,  “ 65  06 

John  Warner,  “ 49  88 

C.  Strout  & Sons,  “ 46  22 

H.  W.  Fanning,  “ 40  96 

G.  Wadleigh,  “ 37  55 

Dimond  & Wetherbee,  “ 27  62 

II.  S.  Brady,  Jr.,  & Co.,  “ 25  49 

J.  E.  Warner,  “ 20  54 

Charles  W.  Randall,  provisions,  165  23 

Bacon  & Randall,  “ 128  73 

W.  H.  Brackett,  “ 89  20 

F.  B Reed,  “ 47  39 

Murdock  & Bacon,  dry  goods,  201  65 

J.  W.  Bacon,  “ 12  07 

Albert  Brackett,  coal,  155  41 

Daniel  Warren,  w'ood,  110  50 

J.  H.  Nickerson,  clothing,  31  80 

E.  P.  Bancroft,  “ 13  12 

J.  E.  Gammons,  boots  and  shoes,  101  25 

A.  J.  Gordon,  “ u 15  75 

J.  A.  Newell,  “ “ 15  25 


Amounts  carried  forward , $3,457  45  $4,601  36 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

$3,457 

45 

J.  A.  White,  boots  and  shoes, 

Water  Department,  use  of  water,  ser- 

7 

00 

vice  pipe,  etc., 

109 

56 

F.  A.  Collins,  use  of  pasture. 

96 

00 

F.  Linnell,  fish  and  oysters, 

67 

65 

A.  J.  Fiske  & Co.,  plumbing,  etc., 

63 

72 

J.  S.  Sumner,  cooking  range,  etc., 

52 

75 

John  and  James  Dobson,  carpet,  etc., 

50 

04 

Thomas  Belger,  blacksmithing, 

40 

71 

J.  F.  Brown,  Treasurer,  pew  rent, 

33 

86 

E.  L.  and  F.  S.  Rollins,  shades,  etc., 

18 

30 

Geo.  H.  Ellis,  ice, 

15 

00 

Capen,  Sprague  & Co.,  oil, 

9 

82 

C.  S.  Phillips,  painting  and  glazing, 

9 

54 

J.  & A.  Munster,  bread, 

8 

90 

E.  F.  Tha3’er,  attendance  on  sick  cow, 

7 

50 

Nathan  Sawyer,  printing, 

7 

00 

Newton  Cemetery,  interment, 

5 

00 

J.  & W.  Dix,  cider  barrels, 

4 

50 

A.  Wentworth,  Roberts  & Co.,  marble. 

, 4 

25 

Haskins  & Montigue,  canvas, 

2 

55 

N.  R.  Varne}',  repairing  clocks, 

2 

00 

H.  M.  Quimby,  hat,  etc., 

1 

24 

M.  Taffe,  materials  and  labor, 

90 

25 

J.  E.  Trowbridge,  materials  and  labor, 

52 

90 

W.  II.  Stewart,  “ “ 

18 

70 

J.  Pulcifer,  u “ 

12 

30 

Reed,  Huckins  & Reed,  supplies, 

30 

75 

0.  F.  Lucas,  u 

11 

35 

George  LI.  Ingraham,  “ 

8 

45 

A.  Good  now,  “ 

8 

40 

George  E.  Dowms,  “ 

4 

00 

Isaac  H.  Snow,  “ 

3 

90 

Alfred  Howes,  “ 

2 

74 

Singer  Manufacturing  Co.,  “ 

60 

Luke  Perkins,  expressage, 

3 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward , 

$4,321 

68 

84,601  36 


$4,601  36 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 
Lord,  Ranlett  & Co.,  grain, 
Murdock  & Bacon,  supplies, 
Levi  Moody,  services  as  War- 
den, 

H.  W.  Fanning  & Son,  sup- 
plies, 

Otis  Pettee  & Co.,  material 
and  labor, 

F.  Linnell,  fish,  etc., 

J.  F.  C.  Hyde,  wood  at  auc- 
tion, 

F.  B.  Reed,  supplies, 

Dimond  & Wetherbee,  sup- 
plies, 

Lizzie  Moody,  services, 

H.  S.  Brady,  Jr.,  & Co.,  sup- 
plies, 

Charles  H.  Stone  & Co., 
seed  and  rye, 

Thos.  Belger,  blacksmi thing, 
B.  F.  Houghton,  supplies, 
Howes  & Brown,  “ 

W.  W.  Perry,  whip, 


$4,321  68  $4,601  36 


$62 

09 

46 

50 

45 

83 

24 

31 

22 

85 

19 

92 

16 

50 

15 

22 

14 

95 

13 

29 

10 

94 

8 

25 

7 

60 

5 

57 

3 

50 

1 

25 

318  57 


Total  as  per  item  No.  1 of  expenses,  $4,640  25 


Balance  overdrawn,  transferred  into  Treasury,  $38  89 


ARMORY  RENT  AND  EXPENSES. 

Appropriation,  $1,200  00 

Appropriation  in  1878,  for  account  1877,  241  40 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$1,441  40 
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Amount  brought  forward , $1,441  41 

O.  W.  Turner,  rent  of  Armory,  $800  00 

B.  S.  Wetkerbee,  services  as  janitor,  250  00 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  66  15 

Claflin  Guards,  repairs,  etc.,  25  00 

Albert  Bracket,  coal,  16  78 


$1,157  93 

O.W.  Turner,  rent  of  Armory,  $200  00 
N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  41  40 

241  40 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  2 of  expenses,  $1,399  33 


Balance  unexpended  transferred  into  Treasury,  $42  07 


BOOKS,  STATIONERY  AND  PRINTING. 

Appropriation,  $3,200  00 

Appropriation  in  1878  for  account  1877,  42  54 

$3,242  54 

George  L.  Keyes,  printing,  etc.,  $567  40 

Batchelder,  Amidon  & Co.,  Auditor’s 

Report,  etc.,  500  50 

H.  M.  Stimson,  printing  and  advertising,  306  75 
Amidon  & Washburn,  printing  tax  lists, 

etc.,  266  25 

C.  H.  Stacy,  stamped  envelopes,  envel- 
opes and  stamps,  263  26 

Hooper,  Lewis  & Co.,  account  books,  etc.  141  00 
Republican  Publishing  Co.,  printing  and 

advertising,  126  35 

Rand,  Avery  & Co.,  printing,  125  20 

J.  L.  Fairbanks  & Co.,  books  and  sta- 
tionery, 124  10 


Amounts  carried  forward , 
6 


$2,420  81 


$3,242  54 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

$2,420  81 

Newton  Republican,  printing  and  adver- 

tising, 

102  15 

E.  H.  Trulan  & Co.,  printing, 

102  00 

M.  R.  Warren,  books  and  stationery,  88  04 

W.  S.  Varney,  printing, 

65  75 

Ward  & Ga}r,  stationery,* 

62  46 

F.  A.  Hobbs,  binding,  etc., 

39  00 

Newton  Postoffice,  stamps  and 

envelopes,  23  24 

Journal  Publishing  Co.,  advertising,  8 00 

Post  Publishing  Co.,  “ 

8 00 

L.  F.  Lawrence  & Co.,  ink, 

6 00 

A.  R.  Ga}^  & Co.,  stationery, 

2 05 

J.  A.  Kenrick,  sundries, 

1 22 

$2,928  72 

H.  M.  Stimson,  printing, 

$21  50 

J.  H.  Potter,  “ 

15  00 

Frank  Fanning,  printing, 

3 50 

A.  R.  Ga}r  & Co.,  blank 

books, 

2 04 

J.  L.  Fairbanks  & Co., 

memorandum  blocks, 

50 

42  54 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  4 of  expenses,  2,971  26 


Balance  unexpended  transferred  into  Treasury,  $271  28 


BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

Appropriation,  $500  00 

Newton  Cemetery,  material  and  labor,  $188  75 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  5 of  expenses,  188  75 


Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury, 


$311  25 
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CITY  HALL. 


Appropriation , 

$3,000 

00 

Appropriation  in  1878  for  account 

1877, 

271 

48 

$3,271 

48 

S.  H.  Leonard,  Jr.,  janitor,  etc., 

$561 

63 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

i 

518 

35 

Albert  Brackett,  coal, 

329 

07 

Milo  Lucas,  material  and  labor, 

256 

92 

J.  D.  Wellington,  janitor,  etc., 

256 

66 

Beals  & Jones,  clocks, 

140 

00 

A.  J.  Fiske  & Co.,  material  and  labor, 

111 

71 

Boston,  Clinton  & Fitchburg  R. 

R. 

Desks,  etc., 

100 

00 

W.  H.  French  & Co.,  material 

and 

labor, 

59 

14 

C.  Needham,  material  and  labor, 

51 

21 

Water  Department,  water, 

39 

08 

John  & James  Dobson,  carpet, 

33 

87 

J.  A.  Caldwell,  rubber  hose, 

15 

20 

C.  H.  Jenison,  expressage, 

15 

10 

L.  J.  Kendall  & Co.,  ice, 

15 

00 

George  T.  Weston,  material  and  labor, 

13 

50 

C.  8.  Phillips,  material  and  labor, 

9 

18 

Newton  Ice  Co.,  ice, 

6 

50 

H.  P.  Barber,  supplies, 

7 

32 

C.  C.  Cook,  supplies, 

4 

85 

George  H.  Ingraham,  supplies, 

3 

55 

Merrick,  Billings  & Otis,  supplies, 

3 

50 

W.  F.  Rand,  supplies, 

2 

75 

B.  F.  Houghton,  axe  and  handle, 

1 

25 

$2,555 

34 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  $199  15 
J.  F.  Eldridge  & Co.,  sheet  rub- 
ber, 40  33 

L.  J.  Kendall  & Co.,  ice,  15  00 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $254  48 


$3,271  48 
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Amounts  brought  forward , $254  48  $2,555  34 

C.  S.  Phillips,  material  & Labor,  7 85 
C.  H.  Jenison,  expressage,  4 65 

C.  H.  Stacy,  closet  paper,  3 00 

W.  H.  French  & Co.,  gas  key 

and  torch,  1 50 

271  48 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  6 of  expenses, 
Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury, 


CITY  CLERK’S  SALARY. 

Appropriation, 

Edwin  O.  Childs,  $1,600  00 


Total  as  per  item  No.  7 of  expenses, 


TAXES,  1877  : STATE. 

Amount  assessed  for  State  Tax. 

EXPENDED. 

Amount  paid  to  State  Treasurer,  as  per  item  No. 
9 of  expenses, 


TAXES,  1877  : COUNTY. 

Amount  assessed  for  County  Tax, 

Amount  paid  to  County  Treasurer,  as  per  item 
No.  11  of  expenses, 


CONVEYANCE  OF  PUPILS. 

Appropriation, 

James  S.  Newell,  $900  00 


$3,271  48 

$2,826  82 
$444  66 

$1,600  00 
$1,600  00 

$24,120  00 

$24,120  00 

$14,140  17 
$14,140  17 

$900  00 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  10  of  expenses, 


$900  00 
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CURBING  AND  CONCRETE  WALKS. 

Appropriation,  $3,000  00 

Simpson  Bros.,  concreting,  $2,133  93 

Noah  Prescott,  stone,  866  07 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  12  of  expenses,  $3,000  00 


EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

* 

Appropriation,  $500  00 

Excess  over  appropriation  of  1876,  9 92 


$490  08 

Transferred  from  miscellaneous  expenses,  150  00 


$640  08 


William  N.  White,  teacher, 

$168 

00 

Daniel  W.  Barber,  “ 

84 

00 

Emma  B.  Wilkins,  “ 

84 

00 

Ellen  F.  Dalrymple,  “ 

52 

50 

Estelle  M.  White,  “ 

52 

50 

Julia  A.  Robinson,  “ 

31 

50 

Rebecca  E.  Sparrow,  “ 

22 

50 

Mary  E.  Wild,  “ 

15 

00 

John  McCamman,  janitor, 

42 

00 

Knight,  Adams  & Co.,  books  and  sta- 

tionery, 

39 

16 

M.  W.  Tewksbury,  books. 

15 

30 

Blanchard  & Atkins,  oil,  etc., 

15 

83 

Total  as  per  item  No.  13  of  expenses,  $622  29 


Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  treasury, 


$17  79 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation, 

Transferred  from  interest  on  Water  Bonds, 


$30,000  00 
3,000  00 


Appropriation  in  1878  for  account  1877, 


33,000  00 
3,836  04 


$36,836  04 


Board  of  Engineers. 


Orrin  Whipple,  services  as 

Chief  Engineer,  $291  67 

George  H.  Ellis,  services  as 

Chief  Engineer,  1,250  00 

H.  L.  Bixby,  services  as  As- 
sistant Engineer,  275  00 

J.  W.  Bird,  services  as  As- 
sistant Engineer,  58  34 

R.  B.  Dailey,  services  as  As- 
sistant Engineer,  58  34 

Joseph  E.  Cousens,  services 

as  Assistant  Engineer,  58  34 

Wm.  H.  Parks,  Jr.,  services 

as  Assistant  Engineer,  58  34 

N.  L.  Frothingham,  services 

as  Assistant  Engineer,  33  33 

W.  I.  Parker  services  as 

Assistant  Engineer,  25  01 

E.  O.  Childs,  services  as 

Clerk  of  Board,  50  00 


$2,158  37 

Steamer  No.  1. 

F.  E.  Judkins,  Engineer,  $999  97 
F.  H.  Harrington,  Driver,  800  00 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $1,799  97  $2,158  37  $36,836  04 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $1,799  97  $2,158  37  $36,836  04 
H.  C.  Lindley,  Stoker,  100  00 

H.  C.  Lindley,  Engineer.  15  00 

Foreman , Assistant  F oreman , 

Clerk  and  Hosemen,  620  00 

2,534  97 

Steamer  No.  2. 

R.  S.  Cummings,  Engineer,  $999  97 

C.  L.  Berry,  Driver,  b 800  00 

M.  J.  Crowley,  Stoker,  100  00 

Foreman,  Assistant  Fore- 
man, Clerk  and  Hose- 
men,  590  00 


$2,489  97 


Steamer  No.  3. 


A.  D.  Colby,  Engineer, 

$999 

97 

E.  C.  Holmes,  Driver, 

800 

00 

C.  F.  Richardson,  Stoker, 

75 

00 

A.  C.  Jewett,  “ 

25 

00 

Foreman,  Assisant  Foreman, 

Clerk,  and  Hosemen, 

620 

00 

2,519  97 

Hook  and  Ladder  No.  1. 

Chas.  Murphy,  Driver,  $800  00 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman, 

Clerk  and  Laddermen,  609  93 


$1,409  93 


Hose  No.  4. 

Foreman,  Clerk,  and  Hose- 

men,  $311  24 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$11,424  45  $36,836  04 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $11,424  45  $36,836  04 

Hose  No.  5. 

Foreman,  Clerk  and  Hosemen,  $320  00 

Hose  No.  6. 

Foreman,  Clerk  and  Hosemen,  192  50 

Cataract  No.  1. 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman,  Clevk  and 

Enginemen,  228  66 


Mechanic  No.  4. 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman,  Clerk  and 

Enginemen,  245  02 

Firemen,  extra  services,  4th  of  July,  75  00 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph. 

Chas.  Larned,  striker  in  tower, 

Chy  Hall,  $1,100  00 

Stearns  and  George,  vitriol,  275  81 
G.  W.  Ulmer,  services  as  Supt.  155  50 
Gamewell  & Co.,  striker  for  Chief 

Engineer,  150  00 

Moses  G.  Crane,  supplies,  149  17 

C.  H.  Robertson,  material  and 

labor,  60  90 

C.  F.  Richardson,  services,  41  00 

Collin  Cad}7,  material  and  labor,  40  29 
Geo.  H.  Ellis,  sundry  cash  pay- 
ments, 37  58 

'N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  26  60 
Chas.  A.  Peck,  labor,  23  75 

J.  C.  Farrar,  material  and  labor,  18  13 
E.  R.  Colton  & Co.,  coal,  15  60 

S.  F.  Carrier,  material  and  labor,  11  53 
Sundry  small  bills,  34  53 

$2,140  39 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$14,626  02  $36,836  04 
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Amounts  brought  forward , $14,626  02  $36,836  04 

Repairs,  Supplies  and  Incidentals. 


Water  Department,  use  of  hydrants, 

o 

o 

© 

00 

Highway  Department,  keeping  horses, 

3,000 

00 

James  Boyd  & Sons,  hose  and  repairs, 

2,384 

57 

Hunneman  & Co.,  hose  carriage,  etc., 

1,109 

78 

Amoskeag  Manufacturing  Co.,  repairs 

on  Steamer  No.  2,  etc., 

1,080 

56 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

552 

30 

James  II.  Cole  & Co.,  hose  oil. 

388 

93 

George  W.  Simmons  & Son,  firemen’s 

coats, 

266 

00 

Howard  Bros.,  exchange  on  horses, 

200 

00 

J.  D.  Willis, 

190 

00 

Whittier  Machine  Co., 

198 

53 

Boston  Belting  Co.,  hose, 

177 

75 

W.  E.  Plummer,  rent  of  stable, 

99 

97 

Isburg  & Walker,  pung, 

75 

00 

A.  M.  Bates,  “ 

65 

00 

George  W.  Harrison,  services  as  stew- 

ard, etc., 

69 

07 

John  T.  Bible,  services  as  steward,  etc., 

' 37 

00 

R.  S.  Harrison,  “ “ “ u 

35 

00 

Steam  Fire  Engine  Co.,  services  pump- 

ing, 

63 

20 

Water  Department,  use  of  Tfater, 

60 

99 

Ames  Shade  Roller  Co.,  shades,  etc., 

60 

00 

W.  C.  Smith,  hose  carriage  hitchings, 

34 

00 

A.  W.  Mitchell  & Co.,  badges, 

33 

00 

Norcross,  Mellen  & Co.,  3 doz.  cus- 

padores, 

30 

00 

Geo.  H.  Ellis,  sundry  cash  payments, 

29 

42 

Collin  Cady,  stove,  etc.,  etc., 

28 

93 

W.  S.  Varney,  printing, 

27 

00 

Henry  Lemon,  hair  mattrasses, 

18 

60 

H.  M.  Stimson,  printing, 

17 

25 

J.  E.  Jenison,soap, 

16 

75 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


$29,974  62  $36,836  04 


46 


Amounts  brought  forward , 

$29,974 

62  $36,836  04 

J.  Jenison,  “ 

14 

50 

J.  L.  Knox,  use  of  wagon, 

16 

00 

S.  F.  Cate,  use  of  pung,  etc., 

15 

00 

R.  S.  Cummings,  expenses  to  Man- 

Chester, 

41 

80 

Thomas  Norton,  services  as  steward, 

11 

66 

Tucker  Manufacturing  Co.,  iron  bed- 

steads, 

9 

50 

Crane,  Waitt  & Co.,  oil, 

9 

50 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Colb}T,  making  bedding, 

8 

20 

E.  C.  Holmes,  bed, 

8 

00 

Speare,  Gregoiy  & Co.,  oil, 

8 

00 

Asa  C.  Jewett,  clearing  snow  and 

watching  fire, 

8 

00 

Thomas  Groom  & Co.,  record  books, 

6 

50 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Belcher,  washing 

and  re- 

pairing  fire  coats, 

6 

00 

C.  A.  Cole,  material  and  labor, 

189 

28 

W.  W.  Perry, 

93 

15 

Luther  Bailey,  “ “ 

73 

54 

J.  0.  Evans  & Son,  material  and  labor, 

72 

94 

C.  H.  Robertson,  material  and  labor, 

64 

60 

Orrin  Whipple,  “ 

u 

64 

15 

J.  Langtry,  “ 

4 4 

59 

25 

T.  F.  Glennau,  “ 

4 4 

52 

90 

A.  J.  Fiske  & Co.,  “ 

4 4 

47 

80 

Chas.  A.  Hill, 

4 i 

40 

50 

W.  F.  Rand,  “ 

L l 

23 

05 

W.  P.  Leavitt,  “ 

a 

16 

66 

M.  J.  Crowley, 

a 

16 

00 

Milo  Lucas,  “ 

t 

14 

54 

Geo.  F.  Bullens,  “ 

(( 

12 

50 

Geo.  H.  Belcher,  “ 

u 

12 

00 

James  Lee,  “ 

4 4 

10 

50 

Adam  Beck, 

44 

10 

25 

Moses  G.  Crane,  “ 

4 4 

8 

75 

$31,019  64  $36,836  04 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


47 


Amounts  brought  forward, 

$31,019 

64 

Crannitch  & Horrigan, 

u 

8 

25 

Chas.  H.  Spring,  “ 

4 4 

8 

08 

R.  Curry,  44 

4 4 

7 

25 

J.  F.  Rooney,  44 

4 4 

6 

75 

S.  F.  Currier,  44 

4 4 

6 

04 

C.  F.  Richardson,  44 

44 

6 

00 

Daniel  Cummings  & Co.,  supplies, 

57 

00 

B.  F.  Houghton, 

4 4 

37 

29 

Alfred  Howes, 

4 4 

32 

78 

Murdock  & Bacon, 

4 4 

29 

53 

John  Holman  & Co., 

4 4 

25 

89 

Knapp,  Harman  & Co., 

44 

25 

60 

J.  E.  Trowbridge, 

44 

16 

89 

C.  F.  F.  Abbott, 

4 4 

15 

30 

Sherburne  & Co., 

4 4 

14 

15 

J.  W.  Davis, 

44 

14 

22 

Gr.  Wadleigh, 

44 

13 

55 

Barr  & McAllister, 

44 

11 

85 

I.  R.  Stevens, 

4 4 

10 

93 

Sabin  & Page, 

44 

8 

65 

Conants  & Sanborn, 

4 4 

8 

00 

W.  B.  Mattoon, 

44 

7 

95 

J.  C.  Farrar,  blacksmithing, 

204 

43 

Nugent  & Hewett,  44 

and  pung, 

125 

70 

A.  Danforth  & Co.,  44 

33 

87 

D.  F.  Fahen,  44 

5 

00 

Hodgson  Bros.,  44 

4 

00 

Albert  Brackett,  coal, 

584 

18 

Cousens  Bros.,  44 

232 

00 

Cushman,  Loveland  & Co., 

coal, 

132 

00 

Waters  & Inman,  coal, 

101 

25 

J.  W.  Pearson,  coal  and  wood, 

74 

50 

E.  R.  Colton  & Co.,  wood, 

38 

50 

Daniel  Warren,  coal, 

38 

00 

James  Nickelson,  coal, 

37 

13 

B.  F.  T3’ler,  44 

16 

93 

$36,836  04 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $33,019  08  $36,836  04 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

E.  B.  Blackwell,  laundry  work, 
Chas.  Murphy,  44  “ 

M.  A.  Crowley,  44  44 

Mrs.  Ed  son  Holmes,  44 

Catharine  Smith,  4 4 4 4 

Bernard  Early,  4 4 4 4 

Dillingham’s  Express,  expressage, 
C.  H.  Hurd, 

C.  H.  Jenison,  44 

W.  H.  B.  Blake,  44 

Sundry  small  express  bills, 

Sundry  small  bills  for  supplies 
cidentals, 

George  H.  Ellis,  services  as 
Chief  Engineer,  etc., 

Henry  L.  Bixby,  services  as 
Assistant  Engineer, 

E.  O.  Childs,  services  as 
Clerk, 

Joseph  S.  Smith,  Bangor  ex- 
tension ladder, 

J.  C.  Farrar,  2 pungs,  etc., 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 
James  Bo}'d  & Sons,  mate- 
rial and  labor, 

Hunneman  & Co.,  new  lamp 
and  repairs, 

Dimond  & Wetherbee,  rent 
of  stable, 

C.  S.  Phillips,  material  and 
labor, 

J.  Langtry,  material  and 
labor, 

C.  H.  Robertson,  material 
and  labor, 


$33,019 

08  $36,836  04 

85 

78 

46 

00 

46 

00 

29 

92 

17 

60 

9 

00 

27 

60 

23 

45 

15 

95 

10 

25 

6 

80 

$129 

54 

$33,466  97 


$125  00 

75  00 

100  00 

150  00 
140  50 
122  15 

71  42 

25  00 

24  00 

22  69 

22  25 

17  45 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $895  46  $33,466  97  $36,836  04 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 
Sabin  & Page,  blankets, 

L.  A.  Gammons,  material 
and  labor, 

Newton  Ice  Co.,  ice, 

George  W.  Harrison,  care  of 
horse, 

Dimond  & Wetherbee,  sup- 
plies, 

W.  O.  Knapp,  Agt.,  supplies, 
Charles  Murphy,  laundry 
work, 

Collin  Cady,  material  and 
labor, 

Oscar  F.  Howe,  supplies, 
Mrs.  Edson  Plolmes,  laundry 
work, 

Bernard  Early,  laundry  work, 
E.  B.  Blackwell,  laundry 
work, 

W.  D.  Lathrop,  expressage 
and  teams, 

John  T.  Hill,  carriage  hire, 
Kate  Hart,  cleaning  hose 
house, 

Mary  A.  Crowley,  laundry 
wTork, 

J.  C.  Farrar,  blacksmithing, 
Dillingham  Express,  express- 
age, 

C.  A.  Cole,  material  and 
labor, 

E.  D.  Dyer’s  express,  ex- 
pressage, 

C.  H.  Hurd,  expressage, 

W.  W.  Perry,  material  and 
labor, 


$895  46  $33,466  97  $36,836  04 
14  00 

13  45 
12  00 

12  00 

8 47 
8 10 

8 00 

6 73 
5 81 

b 40 
5 33 

5 28 

'5  05 
5 00 

4 50 

4 50 
4 20 

4 05 

3 75 

2 55 
2 50 

2 50 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $938  63  $33,466  97  $36,836  04 


50 


Amounts  brought  forward, $ 1,038  63  $33,466  97  $36,836  04 


B.  F.  Houghton,  supplies, 

2 10 

J.  O.  Evans  & Son,  material 

and  labor, 

2 10 

C.  H.  Hurd,  expressage, 

2 00 

J.  Jenison,  soap, 

1 00 

J.  W.  Bacon,  matting. 

63 

I.  R.  Stevens,  matches, 

60 

$1,047  06 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph. 


Stearns  & George,  vitriol,  $35  56 
George  H.  Ellis,  cash  ex- 


penses, 

4 

55 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

1 

75 

Moses  G.  Crane,  oil  and 
labor, 

1 

25 

F.  E.  Judkins,  services  as 
Engineer  Steamer  1, 

$83 

34 

R.  S.  Cummings,  services  as 
Engineer  Steamer  2, 

83 

34 

A.  D.  Colby,  services  as  En- 
gineer Steamer  3, 

83 

34 

F.  H.  Harrington,  services  as 
Driver  Steamer  1, 

66 

67 

C.  L.  Berry,  services  as 
Driver  Steamer  2, 

66 

67 

E.  C.  Holmes,  services  as 
Driver  Steamer  3, 

66 

67 

C.  Murphy,  services  as  Driver 
Hook  and  Ladder  1, 

66 

67 

$516  70 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman,  Clerk 

and  Hosemen,  Steamer  1,  424  17 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman,  Clerk 

and  Hosemen,  Steamer  2,  425  00 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman,  Clerk 

and  Hosemen,  Steamer  3,  425  00 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$36,348  01  $36,836  04 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$36,348 

01 

$36,836  04 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman, 

Clerk 

and  Laddermen,  H.  & L.  1, 

375 

00 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman, 

Clerk 

and  Hosemen,  Hose  4, 

192 

50 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman, 

Clerk 

and  Hosemen,  Hose  5, 

195 

00 

Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman, 

Clerk 

and  Hosemen,  Hose  6, 

192 

50 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  14  of  expenses, 

$37,303  01 

Balance  overdrawn,  transferred  into  Treasu^, 

$466  97 

GRAVEL 

LANDS. 

Appropriation, 

$4,000  00 

John  Farrell,  gravel  land,  Ward  1, 

$1,560 

00 

Thomas  Keating,  gravel, 

457 

98 

Albert  E.  Swasey,  44 

300 

00 

J.  Keating,  44 

202 

58 

F.  M.  Johnson,  rubble, 

200 

00 

Phineas  E.  Gay,  gravel, 

159 

33 

George  W.  Phelps,  rubble, 

104 

60 

G.  J.  Carlton,  gravel, 

110 

00 

Jefferson  Connells,  rubble, 

47 

90 

J.  B.  Morrell,  gravel, 

24 

50 

C.  Barrett,  44 

18 

20 

J.  N.  Bacon,  44 

16 

44 

Matt.  Connors,  44 

15 

80 

Timothy  Connelly,  gravel, 

15 

50 

J.  D.  Towle,  44 

14 

30 

Byran  Farrell,  44 

14 

20 

Charles  Brown,  4 4 

11 

60 

A.  T.  Ring,  44 

7 

80 

C.  Brackett,  44 

7 

68 

Total  as  per  item  No.  15  of  expenses, 

$3,288  51 

Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into 

Treasury,  $711  49 
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HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation,  $63,000  00 

Transferred  from  Land  Damage,  $7,000  00 

“ “ Interest  on  Cit}7 

Loans,  4,000  00 

Transferred  from  Fire  Department,  3,000  00 

u “ Interest  on  Water 
Bonds,  1,000  00 

$15,000  00 


$78,000  00 

1,082  79 

$76,917  21 
6,303  15 

$83,220  36 


A.  R.  Carter,  salary  as  Superintendent 


of  Streets, 

$1,400 

00 

A.  R.  Carter,  sundry  cash  pajunents, 

10 

50 

John  J.  Ware,  services, 

792 

00 

1).  C.  Morgan,  “ 

860 

75 

E.  D.  Brooks,  “ 

827 

75 

W.  E.  Fuller, 

858 

00 

J.  A.  Peck,  “ 

841 

52 

$5,590 

52 

City  Engineer’s  Department. 


Albert  F.  Noyes,  services  as  City  Engi- 
neer, $1,250  01 

George  S.  Lewis,  services  as  Assistant 

City  Engineer,  587  50 

H.  G.  Fordham,  services  as  Assistant 

City  Engineer,  437  50 

Amounts  carried  forward , $2,275  01  $83,220  36 


Transferred  to  Almshouse,  $882  79 

“ “ “ 200  00 


Appropriation  in  1878  for  account  1877, 


t 


53 


Amounts  brought  forward. 

$7,865 

53  $83,220  36 

Walter  Jones,  services  as  Assistant 

City  Engineer, 

267 

00 

Frank  E.  Wiggin,  services  as  Assist- 

ant  City  Engineer, 

153 

00 

Walter  S.  Long,  services  as  Assistant 

City  Engineer, 

72 

00 

D.  W.  Hyde,  services  as  Assistant  City 

Engineer, 

25 

00 

E.  T.  Sanger,  services  as  Assistant  City 

Engineer, 

20 

00 

Incidental  repairs,  traveling  expenses, 

etc.,  of  Engineer  and  Assistants, 

47 

47 

Frost  & Adams,  materials  furnished, 

55 

44 

W.  E.  Fuller,  use  of  horse  and  wagon, 

52 

50 

A.  R.  Gay  & Co.,  supplies, 

24 

57 

Buff  & Berger,  u 

21 

70 

M.  Safford,  “ 

15 

35 

W.  II . French  & Co.,  material  and 

labor, 

3 

45 

W.  F.  Rand,  material  and  labor, 

2 

50 

$8,625 

51 

A.  R.  Carter,  laborers  on  highways,  as 

per  pay-rolls,  $45,798 

68 

Simpson  Bros.,  concreting, 

2,421 

24 

Noah  Prescott,  curbing  and  covering 

stones, 

1,898 

95 

F.  E.  Hamblin,  drain  pipe  and  cement, 

1,695 

65 

Laborers  for  breaking  stone, 

897 

35 

E.  J.  Collins,  paid  laborers  on  dis- 

charged tickets, 

813 

91 

B.  & A.  Railroad,  freight, 

722 

00 

Royal  Gilkey,  lumber, 

603 

41 

J.  L.  Knox,  stone  work, 

413 

80 

William  Sullivan,  contract, 

360 

50 

Granville  Fuller,  use  of  land, 

300 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward , $64,551  00  $83,220  36 

6 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

Harvey  Brown,  bay  mare, 

W.  W.  Clark  & Son,  powder  and  fus 
Rockwell  & Mosele}',  44  ‘ 

J.  W.  Pearson,  coal, 

Walters  & Inman,  coal  and  cement, 
Cousins  Bros.,  coal, 

Davis  & Farnum  Manufacturing  C 
grates,  chills,  etc., 

On  Account,  Almshouse, 

Martin  Hunting,  pointing  wall,  etc., 

F.  S.  Mandell,  curbing,  etc., 

C.  F.  Eddy  & Co.,  gr^ffn, 

H.  E.  Shepherd  & Co.,  grain, 

Albert  Brackett,  “ 

B.  F.  Tyler,  “ 

Taylor  & Tupper,  “ 

J.  B.  Lord  & Co., 

Daniel  Warren,  44 

D.  S.  Ellis  & Co., 

H.  P.  Sherman, 

Marshall  Mills, 

H.  Whitney, 

Mr.  Hajmes, 

Dwight  Chester, 

Leonard  Hurd, 

Forrest  & Kent,  44 

T.  A.  Ward,  “ 

John  Ward,  44 

G.  W.  Hawkes,  “ 

A.  Peters,  blacksmithing, 

J.  C.  Farrar,  44 

Nugent  & Hewitt,  4 4 
A.  Danforth  &Co.,  44 
Hodgson  Bros.,  44 
Thomas  Belger,  44 
P.  Kegan,  44 

Amounts  carried  forward, 


hay, 


straw, 

u 


$64,551 

00 

250 

00 

3,  280 

00 

157 

00 

247 

87 

219 

80 

14 

20 

163 

83 

125 

00 

119 

75 

118 

72 

1,402 

12 

841 

65 

781 

11 

745 

50 

295 

10 

22 

15 

20 

37 

204 

60 

193 

83 

117 

63 

70 

30 

29 

89 

150 

70 

98 

39 

32 

30 

21 

50 

16 

76 

16 

55 

1,090 

04 

513 

52 

501 

93 

367 

50 

240 

30 

174 

32 

138 

50 

$74,333 

73 

$83,220  36 


1,220  36 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

$74,333 

73 

C.  A.  Cole, 

104 

07 

D.  F.  Fahen,  “ 

93 

14 

E.  B.  Armstrong,  “ 

23 

67 

Geo.  W.  Ke}Tes,  material  and  labor, 

794 

39 

Kendall  & Roberts, 

a 

a 

259 

63 

Orrin  Whipple, 

it 

a 

252 

72 

J.  Pulsifer, 

a 

a 

155 

05 

Benj.  Fewkes, 

a 

a 

124 

37 

W.  F.  Rand, 

a 

a 

115 

15 

W.  W.  Perry, 

a 

a 

101 

03 

Milo  Lucas, 

a 

a 

111 

73 

Samuel  D.  Garey, 

a 

a 

97 

36 

J.  Langtry, 

a 

a 

63 

65 

William  Welch, 

a 

a 

42 

16 

R.  Curry, 

a 

a 

38 

40 

Allen  Jordan, 

a 

a 

35 

25 

McLean  & Henderson, 

a 

a 

27 

81 

W.  C.  Wiswell, 

a 

a 

24 

97 

Crannitch  & Horrigon, 

a 

a 

23 

68 

Daniel  S.  Pingree, 

a 

a 

40 

18 

Chas.  S.  Phillips, 

a 

a 

22 

95 

James  H.  Wight, 

a 

a 

21 

17 

A.  J.  Fiske  <&  Co., 

it 

a 

70 

63 

C.  H.  Spring, 

a 

a 

20 

20 

C.  E.  F.  Ross, 

a 

a 

17 

15 

C.  H.  Robertson, 

a 

a 

14 

75 

T.  Stewart, 

a 

a 

13 

75 

George  Fuller, 

a 

a 

12 

63 

V.  Haffermehl, 

a 

a 

12 

43 

S.  F.  Currier, 

a 

u 

10 

32 

Willard  Rand, 

a 

a 

9 

90 

F.  T.  Wright, 

a 

a 

9 

40 

J.  D.  Billings, 

a 

it 

8 

01 

Sabin  & Page,  supplies, 

215 

13 

A.  B.  Tain  ter,  “ 

138 

95 

Joseph  H.  Adams,  supplies, 

97 

68 

1,220  36 


Amounts  carried  forward, 


$77,557  19 


,220  36 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

77,557  19 

Isaac  H.  Snow,  “ 

47  63 

Boston  Machine  Co.,  “ 

47  48 

F.  &.  G.  Robinson,  u 

39  08 

Blanchard  & Atkins,  “ 

26  33 

Knapp,  Harmon  & Co.,  supplies, 

19  43 

G.  Wadleigh,  “ 

15  96 

0.  B.  Leavitt,  “ 

15  85 

James  Vickers,  “ 

14  00 

C.  H.  Nichols,  “ 

11  50 

Colin  Cady,  u 

10  30 

Alfred  Howes,  “ 

9 00 

Dimond  & Wetherbee,  11 

6 97 

Geo.  A.  Good}'ear  & Co.,  u 

6 12 

D.  C.  Sanger,  stone, 

64  00 

Geo.  II.  Frost,  “ 

50  00 

C.  F.  Eddy,  “ 

50  00 

D.  & W.  Dix,  stone  and  wall, 

22  00 

A.  Muldoon,  removing  wall,  etc., 

299  50 

C.  H.  Bill  & Co.,  shovels,  etc., 

218  86 

A.  McFadden,  kiying  stone  wall, 

125  07 

N.  Y.  & N.  E.  Railroad,  freight, 

117  50 

J.  0.  Evans  & Son,  painting  street 

signs,  etc., 

107  03 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

88  90 

E.  F.  Thaj'er,  care  of  horses, 

87  00 

Water  Department,  use  of  water, 

79  92 

Simon  Mehan,  building  culvert, 

73  00 

C.  S.  Packard,  moving  sheds, 

70  00 

Horace  Cousins,  curbstones, 

68  50 

Ames  Plow  Co. r wheelbarrows, 

66  50 

William  Johnson,  hammer  handles, 

56  65 

Tim.  O’Leary,  building  wall, 

50  00 

John  Hackett,  use  of  stone  wagon, 

45  00 

Chas.  Tirrell,  building  wall, 

44  85 

James  0.  Donald,  posts, 

41  25 

Daniel  Condrin,  pointing, 

41  00 

Amounts  carried  forward , 

$79,693  37 

$83,220  36 


$83,220  36 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $79,693  37  $83,220  36 

Wm.  R.  Bradford,  chill  plates,  40  00 

Joseph  Breck  & Sons,  grindstones,  34  85 

John  A.  Peck,  use  of  horse,  30  00 

Peter  Martin,  stones,  25  00 

F.  Jones,  use  of  wagon,  23  50 

S.  F.  Twichell,  care  of  horse,  21  00 

S.  F.  Cate,  carriage  hire,  21  00 

A.  M.  Loker,  wood,  21  00 

Chas.  Scott,  pointing  wall,  21  00 

Geo.  W.  Bush,  repairs,  etc.,  18  50 

Henry  Blodgett,  repairs  on  drivewa}^  17  80 

C.  O.  Crane  & Co.,  oil,  17  00 

Waldo  Bros.,  cement,  13  50 

W.  H.  Bu stin,  horse  collars,  12  00 

Thomas  Rye  an,  stones,  12  00 

C.  F.  Crosby,  repairs,  10  21 

James  F.  Toben,  labor,  etc.,  10  10 

John  Galvin,  stones,  10  00 

E.  Commons,  “ 10  00 

Henry  Casey,  moving  fence,  9 00 

Newton  House,  board  of  men,  9 00 

T.  Greathead,  oil,  and  care  of  danger  lamps,  9 00 

M.  F.  Whitton  & Co.,  block,  hooks,  etc.,  7 00 

Sundry  small  bills,  68  22 

Sundry  express  bills,  29  83 


80,193  88 

A.  R.  Carter,  labor  of  men  and  teams,  3,197  85 

E.  J.  Collins,  paid  on  discharged  tickets,  469  50 

H.  Whitney,  hay,  233  75 

F.  E.  Hamblin,  drain  pipe,  412  55 

Samuel  D.  Garey,  material  and  labor,  193  16 
C.  F.  Eddy  & Co.,  grain,  124  12 

Eben  Stone,  hay,  122  76 

M.  McDonald,  labor,  man  and  team,  81  00 

Royal  Gilkey,  lumber,  69  59 


Amounts  carried  forward,  $85,098  16  $83,220  36 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $85 

,098 

16 

Albert  Brackett,  grain, 

66 

00 

J.  C.  Farrar,  blacksmithing, 

63 

12 

B.  F.  Tyler,  grain, 

61 

90 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

55 

30 

Boston  & Albany  Railroad,  freight, 

55 

82 

Davis  & Farnum  Manufacturing  Co., 

grates, 

88 

44 

Noah  Prescott,  for  stone, 

53 

10 

Theo.  Fiske,  hay, 

51 

71 

Andrew  Peters,  blacksmithing, 

51 

50 

A.  Danforth  & Co.,  “ 

49 

29 

Nugent  & Hewitt,  “ 

48 

55 

Waters  & Inman,  wood,  coal  and  ce- 

ment, 

44 

33 

New  England  Glass  Works,  lanterns, 

44 

10 

Boston  Machine  Co.,  chills, 

36 

82 

H.  E.  Shepherd  & Co.,  grain, 

36 

59 

Thomas  Belger,  blacksmithing, 

31 

04 

Simon  Mahan,  building  wall, 

30 

00 

J.  Langtry,  material  and  labor, 

22 

60 

James  H.  Wight,  material  and  labor, 

21 

63 

Cornelius  Barrett,  gravel, 

21 

00 

John  S.  Sumner,  supplies, 

19 

93 

Daniel  Warren,  hay  and  grain, 

19 

45 

Charles  A.  Cole,  blacksmithing, 

19 

30 

D.  F.  Fallen,  u 

17 

85 

Orrin  Whipple,  material  and  labor, 

15 

40 

E.  F.  Thayer,  care  of  horses  and  medi- 

cine, 

13 

50 

W.  C.  Strong,  pasturing  horse, 

13 

50 

J.  0.  Evans  & Son,  material  and  labor, 

12 

83 

C.  H.  Bill  & Son,  supplies, 

12 

56 

F.  & G.  Robinson,  “ 

10 

79 

Heirs  of  Ann  Caw,  stove, 

10 

00 

William  Welch,  material  and  labor, 

9 

67 

J.  D.  Billings,  supplies, 

9 

52 

Amounts  carried  forward , $86, 

215 

30 

883,220  36 


$83,220  36 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $86,215  30  $83,220  36 

C.  H.  Robertson,  material  and  labor,  9 30 

J.  W.  Pearson,  coal,  9 15 

Henry  F.  Ross,  material  and  labor,  9 13 

W.  W.  Perry,  44  44  8 70 

W.  O.  Knapp,  cement,  6 40 

C.  S.  Phillips,  painting,  etc.,  6 25 

E.  J.  Peck,  laundry  work,  5 00 

Blanchard  & Atkins,  supplies,  4 10 

J.  E.  Trowbridge,  44  3 85 

C.  H.  Jenison,  expressage,  3 75 

Cousens  Bros.,  coal,  3 00 

Dimond  & Wetherbee,  oil,  2 75 

P.  Lovety,  material  and  labor,  2 25 

Paine  & Morehouse,  supplies,  1 74 

A.  B.  Tainter,  44  1 50 

Marting  Hunting,  cement,  1 32 

G.  Wadleigh,  oil,  80 

Albert  F.  Noyes,  services  as  City  En- 
gineer, 109  94 

George  S.  Lewis,  services  as  Assistant 

City  Engineer,  50  00 

H.  G.  Fordham,  services  as  Assistant 

City  Engineer,  38  30 

# M.  Safford,  repairing  instruments,  3 00 

Buff  & Berger’,  44  “ 1 50 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  16  of  expenses, 


$86,497  03 


Balance  overdrawn,  transferred  into  Treasury,  $3,276  67 


INTEREST  ON  CITY  LOANS,  TEMPORARY  AND 
PERMANENT. 

Appropriation,  $33,000  00 

Transferred  to  Highway  Department,  $4,000  00 

44  street  light  44  500  00  4,500  00 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$28,500  00 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  $12,410  00 

Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank,  7,444  45 

City  Institution  for  Savings,  Lowell,  4,800  00 

Municipal  Bonds,  1,700  00 

Blake,  Bros.  & Co.,  1,433  33 

Water  Construction  account,  336  22 

Kenrick  Fund,  52  50 

Speare  Fund,  4 69 

$28,500  00 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  17  of  expenses, 

28,181 '19 

Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury, 

$318  81 

INTEREST  ON  WATER  BONDS. 


Appropriation, 

Transferred  to  Fire  Department,  $3,000  00 

“ highway  u 1,000  00 

“ poor  out  of  almshouse,  475  00 

$48,500  00 

4,475  00 

National  Bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  $42,775  00 
Newton  Savings  Bank,  1,250  00 

$44,025  00 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  18  of  expenses, 

$44,025  00 

INDUSTRIAL  AND  MECHANICAL  DRAWING. 


Appropriation, 

Unexpended  balance  of  1876, 

$1,200  00 
21  06 

Transferred  to  School  Incidentals  and  Repairs, 

$1,221  06 
786  31 

Amount  carr  ied  forward, 

$434  75 
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Amount  brought  forward, 
Otto  Fuchs,  teacher, 

Alfred  J.  Anthony,  teacher, 
Thomas  Woodman,  janitor, 
Benj.  F.  Fewkes,  “ 

John  Cummings,  “ 


$434  75 

$210  00 
200  00 
12  75 
9 00 
3 00 


$434  75 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  19  of  expenses, 


LAND  DAMAGES. 

Appropriation,  $10,000  00 


Transferred  to  Highway  Department,  7,000  00 

$3,000  00 

William  Claflin,  land  on  Walnut  St.,  $800  00 

C.  P.  Harkins,  land  on  Crafts  St.,  227  00 

E.  C.  Dudley,  land  on  Station  St.,  200  00 

A.  B.  Potter,  for  drainage  on  Waltham 

Street,  92  14 

H.  W.  & E.  Farming,  damage  on 

Ellis  St.,  75  00 

Marble  Heirs,  damage  on  Fuller  St.,  50  00 

J.  Sheridan,  damage  on  Ellis  St.,  50  00 

Eldridge  Heirs,  damage  on  Fuller  St.,  45  00 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  21  of  expenses,  $1,539  14 


Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury,  $1,460  86 


LIGHTING  STREETS. 

Appropriation,  $21,000  00 

Transferred  from  Interest  on  City 

Loans,  500  00 

$21,500  00 

Appropriation  in  1878,  on  account  1877,  4,425  85 


Amount  carried  forward , 


$25,925  85 
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Amount  brought  forward , $25,925  85 

Newton  & Watertown  Gas  Light  Co., 

gas  and  care  of  street  lamps,  $14,678  56 
N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  repairs,  etc.,  119  50 
Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  lighting  and  care 

of  street  lamps,  5,900  00 

Davis  & Farnum  Manufacturing  Co., 

iron  posts,  405  00 

John  Binney,  lanterns,  etc.,  317  60 

W.  J.  Towne,  lighting  and  care  of 

lamp,  18  00 

Tufts  Bros.,  lanterns  and  signs,  9 50 

Cook,  Bedding  & Co.,  repairing,  etc.,  3 00 


$21,451  16 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas  and  care 

of  lamps,  3,668  77 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  material  and 

labor,  197  08 

Globe  Gas  Light  Co.,  lighting  street 

lamps,  530  00 

John  Binney,  lanterns,  30  00 


Total,  as  per  item  No.  22  of  expenses,  $25,877  01 


Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury,  $48  84 


MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Appropriation,  $300  00 

W.  A.  Wetherbee,  Quartermaster, 

G.  A.  R.,  $300  00 


Total  as  per  item  No.  23  of  expenses, 


$300  00 


MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 


Appropriation,  $6,000  00 

Transferred  to  Almshouse  Expenses,  $200  00 

“ Evening  Schools,  150  00 

“ Poor  out  of  Almshouse,  125  00 

$475  00 

$5,525  00 

Appropriation  in  1878,  on  account  1877,  427  75 


Rand,  Avery  & Co.,  printing  memo- 


rials, 

$1,072 

95 

J.  A.  & Augusta  Fairbanks,  settlement 

of  claim  for  personal  injuries, 

825 

00 

Chas.  Robinson,  Jr.,  legal  services, 

276 

00 

N.  J.  Bradley,  examination  public 

buildings, 

200 

00 

M.  N.  Boy  den,  clerical  services, 

172 

50 

George  F.  Morgan,  abstract  of  deeds 

for  Assessors, 

125 

94 

R.  M.  Lucas,  serving  notices, 

116 

38 

E.  H.  Trulan  & Co.,  printing,  etc., 

97 

00 

Drew,  Ellis  & Co.,  advertising  and 

directories, 

83 

00 

Sam.  M.  Jackson,  carriage  hire, 

80 

00 

S.  F.  Cate,  carriages,  Memorial  Day, 

76 

00 

F.  E.  Wallingford,  carriages,  funeral  of 

Mr.  Edmands, 

54 

00 

D.  Harrington  & Son,  carriages,  fune- 

ral of  Mr.  White, 

25 

00 

Geo.  E.  Bridges,  returns  of  births, 

66 

90 

John  Warner,  “ u 

54 

30 

Peter  Thacher,  cash  expenses, 

60 

80 

G.  J.  Curtis,  insurance, 

50 

00 

E.  Holman,  “ 

50 

00 

E.  O.  Childs,  sundry  expenses, 

50 

75 

Amounts  carried  forward , 

$3,536 

52 

$5,952  75 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$5,952  57 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$3,536 

52 

Heirs  of  A.  Cole,  use  of  hall, 

48 

00 

William  Lawson,  supplies, 

35 

00 

M.  M.  Chick,  binding,  etc., 

34 

90 

Stephen  Holmes,  coupon  cutter  case, 

30 

00 

C.  H.  Stacy,  telegrams,  etc., 

29 

15 

B.  B.  Johnson,  legal  services, 

25 

00 

Cook,  Rymes  & Co.,  coupon  cutter, 

25 

00 

E.  J.  Collins,  cash  expenses, 

21 

82 

Isaac  Hagar,  44  44 

16 

01 

B.  F.  Otis,  “ “ 

13 

33 

John  A.  Kenrick,  cash  expenses, 

10 

72 

Boston  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  rent  of  safe, 

20 

00 

S.  S.  Kilburn,  wood  cut  for  memorial, 

15 

00 

F.  H.  Whipple,  carriage  hire, 

17 

50 

W.  D.  Lathrop,  “ “ 

5 

00 

Eugene  L.  Crandall,  carriage  hire, 

2 

00 

H.  R.  Robbins,  returns  of  deaths, 

13 

50 

John  A.  Peck,  44  44 

13 

00 

C.  L.  Wilson,  44  44 

12 

25 

E.  A.  Ellis,  services  as  inspector,  etc., 

12 

00 

Joseph  Heustis,  ringing  bell,  etc., 

10 

20 

A.  G.  Newell,  supplies, 

16 

00 

A.  R.  Gay  & Co.,  supplies, 

15 

00 

R.  H.  Wadleigh,  44 

9 

00 

Alfred  Howes,  44 

3 

60 

John  0.  Bryan,  44 

3 

50 

M.  R.  Warren,  44 

3 

00 

Newton  House,  44 

2 

50 

Thomas  Woodman,  ringing  bell, 

14 

00 

M.  C.  Laffie,  4 4 4 4 

8 

00 

W.  T.  Langdon,  4 4 4 4 

6 

00 

Benj.  H.  Hoar,  4 4 4 4 

6 

00 

Robert  Turner,  4 4 4 4 

6 

00 

Woodbury  Jenness,  4 4 4 4 

4 

00 

John  Halfrey,  4 4 4 4 

3 

00 

Ernest  Gimsen,  4 4 4 4 

3 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


$4,048  50  $5,952  75 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $4,048  50 

B.  H.  Heustis,  ringing  bell, 

3 00 

Willard  Band, 

a u 

3 00 

G.  Wadleigh,  Buss  & Towle,  use  of  hall, 

10  00 

Sampson,  Davenport  & Co.,  Boston  Di- 

rectories, 

10  00 

G.  E.  F.  Baker,  killing  and  burying  dogs, 

5 00 

Peter  Lee, 

a tt  a it 

12  00 

Clias.  A.  Peck, 

tt  a it  a 

4 00 

Daniel  Fitzgerald,  u “ “ u 

2 00 

Hicks  & Badger, 

copper  measure, 

8 00 

James  H.  Wight, 

materials  and  labor, 

8 25 

J.  D.  Billings, 

u tt  tt 

6 69 

Kern  & Fitch,  services,  recording,  etc., 

7 35 

Daniel  Leahey,  removing  and  burying 

horse, 

7 00 

Cambridgeport  Diary  Co.,  stamp, 

6 00 

Little,  Brown  & Co.,  Cushing’s  Practice, 

6 00 

J.  Watson  Tayloi 

:,  services  as  Warden, 

4 00 

David  W.  Child, 

tt  tt  it 

4 00 

W.  S.  Cargill 

it  a tt 

4 00 

I.  N.  Peabody, 

a tt  a 

4 00 

E.  H.  Mason, 

“ “ Clerk, 

6 00 

John  A.  Evans, 

u u a 

4 00 

Stephen  Thacher. 

u t;  u 

i 

4 00 

H.  H.  Mather, 

u a a 

4 00 

C.  H.  Noyes, 

a a a 

4 00 

C.  F.  Farlow, 

a a a 

4 00 

Frank  Edmands, 

“ Inspector, 

6 00 

B.  F.  Tyler, 

U it  u 

6 00 

Lewis  E.  Coffin, 

u a u 

6 00 

Collier  & Perkins,  supplies, 

5 00 

John  B.  Turner, 

services  as  Inspector, 

5 00 

Jos.  T.  Brown, 

u a 

4 00 

Geo.  E.  Wales, 

n n a 

4 00 

Chas.  Estes, 

it  it  a 

4 00 

D.  E.  Dyer, 

tt  it  tt 

4 00 

Amounts  carried  forward , $4,232  79 

$5,952  75 


$5,952  75 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$4,232 

79 

Dexter  Whipple,  services  as  Inspector, 

4 

00 

Geo.  H.  Ingraham,  44  u 44 

4 

00 

H.  G.  Hildreth,  4 4 4 4 4 k 

4 

00 

B.  B.  Clark,  4 4 4 4 44 

4 

00 

J.  H.  Doliver,  44  “ 44 

4 

00 

Fred’k  Jackson,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

4 

00 

L.  A.  Ellis,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

4 

00 

H.  B.  Mills,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

4 

00 

H.  W.  Smith,  4 4 4 4 

2 

00 

R.  0.  Evans,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

2 

00 

E.  E.  Burdon,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

2 

00 

0.  F.  Lucas,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

2 

00 

S,  H.  Leonard,  Jr.,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

2 

00 

W.  H.  McIntosh,  expressage, 

2 

00 

J.  E.  Monroe,  serving  notices, 

2 

60 

Sundry  small  bills, 

8 

79 

F.  E.  Hamblin,  drain  pipe 

$4,288 

229 

18 

50 

Pay  roll  of  laborers,  labor  on  drain, 
Ward  2, 

102 

45 

Peter  Thacher,  sundry  cash  pajunents, 

34 

50 

Dr.  J.  H.  Bodge,  attendance  at  court, 

15 

00 

Charles  H.  Stacj',  stamps,  telegrams, 
etc., 

12 

95 

C.  L.  Wilson,  making  return  of  deaths. 

, 12 

00 

John  A.  Peck,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

6 

75 

J.  D.  Billings,  labor  on  drains,  etc. 

8 

25 

J.  T.  Hill,  taking  election  returns  to 
City  Hall, 

2 

00 

C.  H.  Stacj^,  post  office  box, 

2 

00 

E.  D.  D}Ter’s  express,  expressage, 

1 

35 

J.  E.  Duvall,  burying  mad  dog, 

1 

00 

Total  as  per  item  No.  24  of  expenses, 
Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into 
Treasury, 


$5,952  75 


$4,715  93 


$1,236  82 
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NEWTON  FREE  LIBRARY. 


Appropriation,  $6,000  00 

Balance  of  Appropriation,  of  1876,  1,739  04 


— 

$7,739 

04 

Appropriation  in  1878,  on  account  1877, 

1,111 

05 

$8,850 

09 

Frederick  Jackson,  subscriptions,  etc., 

453 

44 

Hannah  P.  James,  services,  librarian, 

800 

01 

Caroline  B.  Jackson,  44  Asst.  u 

500 

01 

Louise  J.  Smallwood,  44  44  44 

252 

92 

Etta  P.  Cleaveland,  44  44  44 

214 

67 

Millie  E.  Michaels,  u 44  44 

77 

22 

A.  A.  Demond,  44  janitor, 

150 

00 

James  J.  Tower,  44  44 

450 

00 

Lockwood,  Brooks  & Co.,  books, 

704 

79 

Newton  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

415 

12 

Albert  Brackett,  coal, 

170 

80 

E.  O.  Garland,  expressage, 

155 

98 

Robert  Burlen,  binding  books,  etc., 

146 

78 

Stephen  Holmes,  material  and  labor, 

77 

77 

Rockwell  & Churchill,  printing,  etc., 

65 

85 

Mass.  Historical  Society,  books,  etc., 

57 

00 

T.  O.  H.  P.  Burnham,  books, 

53 

28 

Thomas  N.  Cook,  jr. , paper, 

50 

62 

Tarbell  & Jackson,  book  slips,  etc., 

50 

40 

H.  M.  Stimson,  printing, 

49 

00 

Melville  Dewey,  cards,  etc., 

42 

00 

Water  Department,  use  of  water  and  meter 

, 38 

37 

Thayer  & Stiles,  supplies, 

31 

98 

W.  D.  Lathrop,  expressing  books, 

25 

00 

C.  H.  Jenison,  4 4 4 4 

25 

00 

Robert  S.  Bullard,  4 4 4 4 

22 

25 

J.  N.  Bacon,  rent, 

20 

00 

Flint  Bros.,  shades  and  fixtures, 

20 

00 

E.  H.  Barton,  books, 

17 

68 

Amounts  carried  forward , $5, 

137 

94 

$8,850 

09 

68 


Amounts  brought  forward,  $5,137  94  $8,850  09 

John  Farquliar’s  Sons,  material  and  labor,  16  00 

R.  Hollins  & Co.,  supplies,  15  08 

McIntosh  Express,  expressing  books,  15  00 

J.  S.  Tucker,  Agt.,  furnace  regulator,  15  00 

David  G.  Francis,  books,  15  00 

George  A.  Parks,  material  and  labor,  13  80 

Howard  Bros.,  ice,  13  50 

George  P.  Clark,  material  and  labor,  12  00 

E.  H.  Trulan  & Co.,  printing,  11  75 

H.  C.  Dimond,  stamps,  11  00 

E.  Howes,  binding  books,  10  35 

McLean  & Henderson,  supplies,  9 06 

Underwood  W.  S.  Co.,  shades,  8 40 

Magee  Furnace  Co.,  material  and  labor,  8 20 

S.  T.  Blanchard,  binding,  etc.,  6 24 

American  Library  Association,  supplies,  5 50 

American  Library  Journal,  subscription,  5 00 

Wm.  G.  Bosworth,  expressage,  5 20 

C.  H.  Hurd,  “ 2 95 


5,336  97 

Frederick  Jackson,  sundry  cash  pay- 
ments, 15  46 

Hannah  P.  James,  services  as  librarian,  66  66 

Caroline  B.  Jackson,  “ as  Asst.  “ 41  66 

Etta  P.  Cleaveland,  “ “ u u 31  87 

Louise  J.  Smallwood,  “ “ “ “ 25  00 

James  J.  Tower,  11  janitor,  50  00 

Heniy  Sotheran  & Co.,  books,  391  94 

N.  &W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  203  10 

Lockwood,  Brooks  & Co.,  books,  134  72 

S.  T.  Blanchard,  “ 32  05 

Robert  Burlen,  binding,  30  00 

G.  Denerlich,  books,  25  09 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$6,384  52  $8,850  09 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$6,384  52 

$8,850 

09 

T.  L.  Whitton,  expressage, 

17  60 

E.  0.  Garland,  “ 

14  62 

Schoenhof  & Moeller,  books, 

12  01 

Thayer  & Stiles,  supplies, 

9 76 

Orrin  Whipple,  material  and  labor, 

9 51 

Total  as  per  item  No.  25  of  expenses, 

as 

00 

02 

Balance  unexpended,  transferred  to  Treasury, 

$2,402 

07 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation, 

Appropriation  in  1878  for  account  1877, 


$15,500  00 
1,476  58 


$16,976  58 


Regular  Police  Officers. 

Revillo  L.  Hinds,  City  Marshall, 

$1,250 

00 

F.  E.  Hinds,  Sergeant  of  Police, 

878 

30 

C.  O.  Davis,  “ “ “ 

36 

12 

George  W.  Rigby, 

900 

00 

J.  D.  Henthorn, 

887 

50 

J.  C.  Kennedy, 

900 

00 

C.  O.  Davis, 

865 

82 

E.  D.  Myrer, 

900 

00 

R.  H.  Moulton, 

900 

00 

C.  P.  Heustis, 

895 

00 

Otis  Atherton, 

900 

00 

F.  E.  Tucker, 

900 

00 

George  H.  Marsh, 

900 

00 

A.  H.  Towne, 

900 

00 

C.  F.  Richardson, 

587 

50 

Amounts  carried  forward , 

$12,600 

24 

$16,976  58 


7 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $12,600  24 


Special  Police  Officers. 


G.  E.  F.  Baker, 

64 

25 

E.  F.  Moses, 

17 

50 

Enoch  Huston, 

16 

50 

C.  L.  Wilson, 

15 

00 

George  Briggs, 

5 

50 

Joseph  Huestis.  * 

2 

50 

Total  pay  of  Police  Officers, 

$12,721 

49 

Miscellaneous  Expenses. 


S.  F.  Cate,  board  of  horse,  etc., 

233 

94 

R.  L.  Hinds,  wagon,  harness,  etc., 

230 

00 

C.  O.  Davis,  horse,  etc., 

213 

00 

Highway  Department,  board  of  horse, 

Ward  6, 

150 

00 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

116 

20 

E.  C.  Dudley,  carriage  hire, 

53 

00 

W.  W.  Perry,  harness, 

45 

00 

C.  H.  Trott,  supplies, 

44 

20 

W.  H.  McIntosh,  carriage  hire, 

44 

00 

William  S.  Varney,  printing, 

41 

25 

A.  H.  Towne,  conve3Tance  of  prisoners, 

31 

64 

E.  F.  Thayer,  attendance,  etc.,  sick 

horses, 

29 

00 

W.  A.  Martin,  supplies, 

25 

22 

A.  Danforth,  blacksmithing, 

20 

76 

D.  D.  Smith,  carriage  hire, 

20 

50 

Albert  Brackett,  wood  and  coal, 

18 

75 

W.  F.  Rand,  material  and  labor, 

18 

50 

Martin  Bates  & Son,  robe, 

16 

00 

J.  C.  Farrar,  shoeing  horse, 

15 

13 

M.  R.  Warren,  supplies, 

14  80 

W.  D.  Lathrop,  carriage  hire,  etc., 

14 

50 

Amounts  carried  forward , $14,116 

88 

$16,976  58 


$16,976  58 


71 


Amounts  brought  forward , $14,116  88  $16,976  58 

Bridgman  & Peabody,  supplies,  13  90 

H.  A.  Winship,  “ 12  25 

F.  H.  Whipple,  carriage  hire,  11  50 

C.  H.  Jenison,  expressage,  10  50 

George  H.  Marsh,  conveying  prisoners,  10  00 

Asahel  Wheeler,  supplies,  9 60 

Water  Department,  use  of  water,  9 33 

George  W.  Rigby,  sundry  cash  pay- 
ments, 8 70 

Daniel  Harrington  & Son,  carriage  hire,  7 50 

C.  C.  Cook,  supplies,  7 40 

G.  E.  F.  Baker,  conveyance  of  prisoners,  7 25 

Newton  Ice  Co.,  ice,  7 00 

F.  E.  Wallingford,  carriage  hire,  6 00 

John  Morrison,  “ “ 5 50 

Nugent  & Hewitt,  shoeing  horse,  5 00 

Peter  Lee,  services,  5 00 

Mrs.  McCarthy,  washing  blankets,  5 00 

George  H.  Ingraham,  supplies,  4 40 

E.  D.  Myrer,  conveyance  of  prisoners,  4 00 

S.  G.  Williams,  supplies,  3 75 

C.  F.  Richardson,  conveyance  of  prisoners,  3 75 
George  P.  Clark,  supplies,  3 70 

A.  Peters,  shoeing  horse,  3 49 

J.  D.  Henthorn,  conveyance  of  prisoners,  3 40 

J.  McNamara,  services,  2 63 

Charles  Brown,  “ 2 50 

Speare,  Gregory  & Co.,  oil,  2 50 

C.  P.  Huestis,  conveyance  of  prisoners,  2 25 

Harris  Express,  expressage,  2 00 

G.  W.  Bush,  carriage  hire,  2 00 

Charles  A.  Peck,  services,  2 00 

James  E.  Cahill,  carriage  hire,  2 00 

T.  L.  Whitton,  expressage,  2 00 

C.  H.  Hurd,  “ 1 60 

Sundry  small  bills  for  supplies,  9 47 


Amounts  brought  forward , $14,315  75  $16,976  58 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$14,315  75 

R.  L.  Hinds,  services, 

100  00 

C.  0.  Davis,  “ 

83  33 

George  W.  Rigby,  “ 

75  00 

J.  D.  Henthorn,  u 

75  00 

J.  C.  Kenned}7,  “ 

75  00 

G.  E.  F.  Baker, 

77  50 

E.  D.  Myrer, 

36  99 

C.  F.  Richardson,  “ 

75  00 

R.  H.  Moulton,  “ 

75  00 

C.  P.  Heustis,  “ 

75  00 

Otis  Atherton,  “ 

75  00 

F.  E.  Tucker,  “ 

75  00 

G.  H.  Marsh,  “ 

75  00 

A.  H.  Towne,  “ 

36  99 

Charles  Boothby,  “ 

52  50 

C.  E.  Davis, 

52  50 

Cilley,  Stimpson  & Woodbury,  horse, 

etc.,  206  00 

Albert  Brackett,  coal, 

27  50 

Peter  Lee,  board  of  horse, 

24  36 

J.  W.  Whitaker,  material  and  labor, 

22  95 

C.  H.  Trott  & Co.,  supplies, 

17  75 

G.  W.  Rigby,  sundry  cash  payments, 

15  32 

W.  D.  Lathrop,  expressage, 

12  50 

R.  L.  Hinds,  sundry  cash  payments, 

12  44 

J.  C.  Farrar,  shoeing  horses, 

7 25 

J.  McNamara,  wood, 

6 00 

G.  H.  Marsh,  conveying  prisoners, 

3 00 

S.  F.  Cate,  carriage  hire, 

3 00 

Speare,  Gregory  & Co.,  oil, 

2 50 

C.  H.  Jenison,  expressage, 

95 

C.  H.  Hurd,  “ 

25 

Total  as  per  item  No.  26  of  expenses 

j 

$16,976  58 


$15,792  33 


Balance  unexpended  transferred  into  Treasury. 


$1,184  25 
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POOR  OUT  OP  ALMSHOUSE. 


Appropriation, 
Transferred  from 
Bonds, 

Transferred  from 
penses, 


Interest  on  Water 


Miscellaneous  Ex- 


8475  00 


125  00 


Appropriation  in  1878  for  account  1877, 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  for  sundry 


' persons, 

1,136  15 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  for  sundrj^ 

persons, 

643  70 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital,  for  sundry 

persons, 

204  19 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.,  for  sundry 

persons, 

190  43 

City  of  Boston,  support  of  poor, 

329  50 

Town  of  Malden,  44  44  44 

109  64 

Town  of  Watertown,  support  of  poor, 

109  50 

Town  of.Gardner,  44  44  44 

104  00 

City  of  New  Bedford,  44  44  44 

19  65 

City  of  Chelsea  44  44  44 

18  00 

City  of  Cambridge,  44  44  44 

14  00 

City  of  Lowell,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

31  00 

C.  J.  Adams,  Master,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

37  70 

Dr.  F.  E.  Crockett,  medical  attendance, 

442  87 

Dr.  S.  A.  Sylvester,  4 4 4 4 

416  29 

Dr.  D.  Way  land  Jones,  4 4 4 4 

26  50 

Dr.  O.  E.  Hunt,  4 4 4 4 

24  00 

Dr.  W.  H.  Hildreth,  44 

17  00 

Dr.  Albert  Nott,  4 4 4 4 

3 00 

Dr.  F.  E.  Porter,  4 4 4 4 

3 00 

John  J.  Noble,  medical  prescriptions, 

2 05 

W.  C.  Gaudelet,  4 4 4 4 

1 50 

C.  Sargent  Bird,  4 4 4 4 

1 50 

Amounts  carried  forward , $3,885  17 

$10,000  00 


10,600  00 
1,216  98 

$11,816  98 


$11,816  98 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $3,885  17 

John  Warner,  services  as 

Agent,  $417  00 

John  Warner,  services  as 

Overseer,  50  00 


John  Warner,  paid  sundry 

poor  persons,  408  09 


A.  B.  Cobb,  services  as 

Clerk,  Over 

L>- 

00 

09 

seer,  etc., 

264 

22 

W.  C.  Knapp,  services 

as  Overseer. 

i 

etc., 

130 

42 

G.  E.  Bridges,  services  as 

Overseer, 

50 

00 

O.  F.  Lucas,  44  44 

tt 

50 

00 

J oshua  W ashburn , 4 4 44 

tt 

50 

00 

Amos  L.  Hale,  44  44 

u 

50 

00 

Laborers  on  highways,  breaking  stone, 

868 

55 

Knapp,  Harmon  & Co.,  groceries, 

374 

16 

C.  S trout  & Son, 

tt 

450 

27 

J.  E.  Warner, 

tt 

331 

34 

Dimond  & Wetlierbee, 

t t 

128 

88 

G.  Wadleigh, 

“ 

120 

43 

H.  P.  Barber, 

it 

114 

79 

H.  A.  Sherman, 

1 1 

83 

03 

John  W.  Howe, 

tt 

72 

47 

T.  B.  Holden  & Co. 

67 

18 

H.  W.  Fanning  & Son, 

1 1 

63 

86 

J.  B.  Murphy, 

tt 

58 

63 

J.  W.  Davis, 

1 1 

53 

13 

Towle  & Buss, 

tt 

50 

57 

C.  C.  Cook, 

tt 

46 

79 

Dennis  O’Brien, 

1 1 

34 

38 

Dan’l  J.  Sullivan  & Co., 

1 1 

28 

37 

Blanchard  & Atkins, 

1 1 

23 

50 

B.  F.  Houghton, 

44 

21 

14 

H.  S.  Brady,  Jr.  & Co., 

tt 

17 

59 

Greenwood  & Co., 

44 

13 

28 

Amounts  carried  forward , 

oo 

'bo 

24 

$11,816  98 


$11,816  98 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$8,377  24 

Win,  Lowe,  - - groceries, 

12  00 

F.  & G.  Robinson,  44 

9 83 

B.  Lentell,  44 

8 09 

H.  B.  Coffin,  44 

4 64 

B.  Billings,  44 

2 64 

Albert  Brackett,  fuel  for  poor, 

445  61 

J.  W.  Pearson,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

281  35 

Waters  & Inman,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

150  85 

James  Nickelson,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

106  96 

E.  R.  Colton  &Co.,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

100  25 

Daniel  Warren,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

22  00 

C.  F.  Eddy  & Co.,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

20  74 

F.  F.  Ramsdell,  board  of  poor, 

103  66 

Susan  T.  Lathrop,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

43  58 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Voorhees,  4 4 4 4 u 

26  00 

William  G.  Gainzer,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

25  39 

James  White,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

10  00 

E.  C.  Holmes,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

5 00 

John  Willoughby,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

4 50 

F.  G.  Barnes,  Agent,  rent  for  poor, 

48  00 

Michael  Hughes,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

60  00 

Geo.  Mead,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

25  00 

John  Ward,  44  “ 44 

24  00 

S.  M.  Cofran,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

24  00 

John  R.  Farnham,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

12  50 

Mrs.  R.  Ware,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

10  00 

M.  McNamara,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

5 50 

H.  R.  Robbins,  services  and  expenses 

as  undertaker, 

67  50 

John  A.  Peck,  services  and  expenses 

as  undertaker, 

29  00 

C.  L.  Wilson,  services  and  expenses 

as  undertaker, 

20  00 

Jos.  McGourty,  services  and  expenses 

as  undertaker, 

6 00 

H.  M.  Stimson,  printing, 

45  50 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $10,137  33 


$11,816  98 


$11,816  98 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

$10,137  33 

R.  M.  Pulsifer,  advertising, 

4 38 

F.  S.  Amidon,  supplies  for  poor, 

12  67 

James  Vickers  & Co.,  44  44  44 

12  59 

Geo.  Robbins,  44  44  44 

9 50 

C.  O.  Davis,  “ “ “ 

7 20 

T.  S.  Wheeler,  44  “ 44 

8 00 

Paul  & CleaVeland,  44  44  44 

5 70 

A.  J.  Gordon,  44  44  44 

5 00 

D.  D.  Bond,  “ 44  44 

2 97 

Estate  of  J.  M.  White,  44  44  44 

2 57 

W.  H.  Trowbridge,  14  44  4 4 

1 53 

J.  C.  Kennedy,  conveyance  of  poor, 

14  27 

John  J.  Ware,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

13  66 

S.  F.  Cate.  4 4 4 4 4 4 

7 00 

C.  F.  Richardson,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

5 00 

E.  D.  Myrer,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

4 20 

F.  Whipple,  “ *4  44 

4 00 

W.  D.  Lathrop,  44  k4  44 

2 00 

$11 ,816  98 


$10,259  57 


Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  support 

of  poor,  204  37 

Town  of  Gardner,  aid  to  Ellen  Barrett,  104  00 

John  Warner,  services  as  Agent  of 

Board.  83  33 

City  of  Haverhill,  aid  to.Burns,  82  40 

As3Tlum  for  Chronic  Insane,  support  of 

Porter,  et  al,  73  06 

F.  E.  Crockett,  M.  D.,  professional  ser- 
vices, 66  67 

S.  A.  S}Tlvester.  M.  D,  professional 

services,  66  67 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital,  support 

of  poor,  46  62 

J.  W.  Pearson,  wood  and  coal,  45  25 

C.  J.  Adams,  support  of  prisoners,  44  43 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$11,076  37  $11,816  98 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$11,076  37 

$11,816  98 

H.  S.  Brad}',  Jr.,  & Co.,  supplies, 

40  25 

Town  of  Watertown,  support  of  poor, 

36  00 

Albert  Brackett,  wood  and  coal, 

28  75 

Taunton  Lunatic  Asylum,  support  of 

Allen, 

30  30 

Paul  & Cleaveland,  supplies, 

27  65 

W.  0.  Knapp,  Agent,  supplies, 

24  68 

C.  Strout  & Sons,  44 

23  50 

John  Warner,  cash  payments, 

21  85 

J.  B.  Murphy,  supplies, 

16  00 

G.  Wadleigh,  44 

15  50 

B.  F.  Houghton,  44 

15  16 

Peak  Bros.,  coffin, 

15  00 

Dimond  & Wetherbee,  supplies, 

13  00 

T.  B.  Holden,  44 

12  00 

James  Nickelson,  wood  and  coal, 

10  00 

Waters  & Inman,  “ 4 4 4 4 

9 50 

H.  A.  Sherman,  supplies, 

7 00 

F.  &.  G.  Robinson,  44 

6 43 

John  A.  Peck,  use  of  hearse. 

5 00 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Voorhees,  care  of  Miss 

Crawley, 

4 00 

H.  W.  Fanning  & Son,  supplies, 

3 83 

Daniel  Warren,  coal, 

3 00 

A.  J.  Gordon,  shoes, 

2 90 

Greenwood  & Co.,  supplies, 

2 38 

Blanchard  & Atkins,  44 

2 00 

J.  J.  Noble,  44 

1 50 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.,  support  of 

Whelan, 

23  00 

Total  as  per  item  No.  27  of  expenses, 

$11,476  55 

Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into 

Treasury, 

$340  43 

PUBLIC  PROPERTY. 

Appropriation,  $10,000  00 

Appropriation  in  1878,  for  account  of  1877,  141  66 

$10,141  66 


Milo  Lucas,  material  and  labor, 

$2,076  37 

James  A.  Doran,  “ 44  “ 

1,509  29 

Holbrook  & Son,  bell,  etc.,  in  tower 

of  City  Hall, 

741  76 

Water  Dep’t,  use  of  Water  in  public 

buildings, 

649  92 

Christopher  Needham,  painting,  etc., 

557  25 

W.  H.  French  & Co.,  plumbing,  etc., 

438  05 

Stephen  Holmes,  material  and  labor, 

388  77 

Heirs  of  Thomas  Rice,  Jr.,  land  at 

Lower  Falls, 

362  75 

S.  F.  Carrier,  material  and  labor, 

354  95 

O.  B.  Leavitt,  “ “ “ 

265  25 

Adam  Beck,  “ u “ 

225  98 

Sam’l  D.  Garey,  44  “ 44 

128  30 

J.  Lovejoy  & Sons,  carpeting, 

117  29 

John  and  James  Dobson,  44 

112  34 

J.  A.  Caldwell,  rubber ‘hose, 

112  20 

Wm.  B.  Mattoon,  material  and  labor, 

108  60 

Orrin  Whipple,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

86  37 

Q.  N.  Evafis,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

75  73 

H.  J.  Preston,  services  as  architect, 

75  00 

J.  D.  Billings,  material  and  labor, 

65  10 

John  Holman  & Co.,  supplies, 

60  49 

Thaj’er  & Stiles,  44 

55  37 

Webb  & Stevens,  lamp  posts,  library, 

51  90 

L.  S.  Holman,  painting, 

49  05 

Eureka  Ventilation  Co.,  ventilators, 

46  00 

Geo.  P.  Clark,  gas  fixtures,  etc., 

45  86 

W.  D.  Andrews  & Bro.,  royalty  on 

driven  wells, 

45  00 

W.  E.  Glover,  painting,  etc., 

44  15 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


$8,849  09  $10,141  66 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$8,849 

09 

J.  S.  Paine,  chairs  and  table, 

43 

50 

W.  S.  & N.  A.  Cushman,  material  and 

labor, 

42 

90 

F.  E.  Hamblin,  material  and  labor, 

39 

53 

Luther  Bailey,  44  44  44 

38 

26 

Tucker  Manfg.  Co.,  Iron  bedsteads, 

36 

00 

Simon  Mahan,  material  and  labor, 

35 

00 

Chas.  E.  Small,  repairing,  etc., 

33 

54 

Cranitch  & Horrigan,  painting,  etc., 

30 

11 

Thos.  Kelley  & Co.,  blankets, 

29 

61 

E.  Tarbell  & Son,  supplies, 

28 

54 

P.  H.  Gammon,  material  and  labor, 

22 

02 

B.  D.  Griggs,  44  44  44 

20 

00 

D.  C.  Morgan,  cash  paid  for  labor, 

18 

00 

R.  Freeman,  material  and  labor, 

17 

50 

C.  Scott,  44  “ “ 

17 

25 

John  Powell,  44  44  44 

15 

00 

E.  N.  Boyden,  plan,  etc., 

15 

00 

James  Hiscock,  material  and  labor, 

14 

75 

J.  0.  Evans  & Son,  painting,  etc., 

14 

00 

T.  J.  Rudolf,  shades, 

13 

50 

J.  C.  Farrar,  material  and  labor, 

13 

07 

C.  0.  Lummus,  “ “ 44 

13 

00 

John  Crane  44  44  “ 

11 

76 

A.  J Fiske  & Co.,  4 6 4 4 4 4 

11 

25 

Good  Templars,  lamps,  etc., 

11 

00 

Speare,  Gregory  & Co.,  oil, 

10 

50 

W.  II.  Stearns,  Jr.  & Co.,  chairs, 

10 

00 

T.  Stuart,  labor,  man  and  team, 

8 

25 

A.  B.  Tainter,  supplies, 

6 

75 

F.  E.  Judkins,  material  and  labor, 

6 

50 

F.  H.  Hunting,  supplies, 

6 

00 

Beals  & Jones,  clock, 

5 

95 

G.  A.  Dunham  & Co.,  supplies, 

5 

44 

M.  J.  Crowley,  material  and  labor, 

5 

00 

Joseph  Heustis,  4 4 4 4 4 4 

2 

40 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


$9,499  97  ' $10,141  66 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$9,499 

97 

0.  B.  Leavitt,  material  and  labor, 

43 

09 

W.  O.  Knapp,  Agent,  supplies, 

27 

43 

M.  Taffe,  material  and  labor, 

22 

63 

Sam’l  D.  Garey,  u “ “ 

18 

00 

L.  S.  Holman,  “ “ “ 

13 

55 

J.  D.  Billings,  “ “ 

W.  II.  French  & Co.,  material  and 

10 

45 

labor, 

4 

76 

McIntosh  Express,  expressage, 

1 

75 

$10,141  66 


Total  as  per  item  No.  28  of  Expenses,  $9,641  63 

Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  treasury,  $500  03  * 


PUBLIC  SQUARES. 


Appropriation, 

$500  00 

A.  R.  Carter,  labor,  men  and  teams, 

$500  00 

Total  as  per  item  No.  29  of  expenses, 

$500  00 

SALARIES. 

Appropriation, 

Alden  Speare,  Mayor, 

$1,000 

00 

$12,400  00 

E.  J.  Collins,  Treasurer  and  Collector, 

3,000 

00 

Peter  Thaclier,  City  Solicitor, 

1,000 

00 

B.  F.  Otis,  City  Auditor, 

1,500 

00 

Isaac  Hagar,  Chairman  Assessors, 

1,200 

00 

Samuel  M.  Jackson,  Assessor, 

700 

00 

H.  B.  Coffin,  “ 

700 

00 

Hosea  Ilyde,  Clerk  of  Common  Council,  300 

00 

George  Warren,  Asst.  Assessor,  1876 

and  1877, 

143 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward, 


$9,543  00  $12,400  00 
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Amounts  brought  forward , $9,543  00 

A.  B.  Cobb,  Assistant  Assessor,  128  00 

Nathan  Mosman,  “ “ 1876  and  ’77, 110  00 

John  Warner,  “ “ u “ “ 90  00 

Joseph  Walker,  “ “ 84  00 

S.  N.  Woodward,  “ “ 60  00 

O.  F.  Lucas,  “ “ 41  25 

S.  H.  Leonard,  Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Measures,  50  00 

Joseph  D.  Wellington,  Sealer  of  Weights 

and  Measures,  25  00 


$12,400  00 


Total  as  per  item  No.  30  of  expenses,  $10,131  25 


Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury,  $2,268  75 


SPEARE  LIBRARY  FUND. 

Amount  in  City  Treasury  Dec.  31,  1876,  $250  00 

Paid  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Newton  Free 

Library  as  per  item  No.  31,  of  expenses,  $250  00 


STATE  AID- 

Appropriation, 

o 

o 

00 

Appropriation  in  1878  for  account  1877, 

82 

50 

oo 

co 

1 

1 m 

50 

J.  V.  Rams  dell, 

$120 

00 

E.  P.  Pratt, 

88 

00 

Ann  Mullen, 

88 

00 

Thomas  Dinnean, 

72 

00 

S.  C.  Spaulding, 

72 

00 

Thomas  Kehoe, 

72 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


$512  00  $1,482  50 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

$512  00 

W.  Watson, 

72  00 

Isaac  Munroe, 

60  00 

E.  M.  Bullen, 

60  00 

T.  Dolan, 

53  50 

N.  D.  Tibbetts, 

53  50 

E.  H.  Belcher, 

49  50 

E.  Foster, 

48  00 

C.  Gunnison, 

48  00 

Eliza  N.  Jackson, 

48  00 

B.  Madden, 

48  00 

H.  Rogers, 

48  00 

L.  T.  Sanger, 

48  00 

E.  T.  Wiswall,  Guardian, 

48  00 

M.  Hagerty, 

48  00 

M.  Walsh, 

48  00 

E.  Burke, 

44  00 

/Ann  Duvall, 

32  00 

T.  McMahon, 

18  00 

Geo.  Hutchinson, 

13  50 

T.  Dolan, 

4 00 

T.  Dinnean, 

6 00 

E.  Foster, 

4 00 

C.  Gunnison, 

4 00 

Eliza  M.  Jackson, 

4 00 

B.  Madden, 

4 00 

T.  McMahon, 

1 50 

J.  V.  Ramsdell, 

10  00 

S.  C.  Spaulding, 

6 00 

L.  T.  Sanger, 

4 00 

M.  Hagerty, 

4 00 

I.  Munroe, 

5 00 

T.  Kehoe, 

6 00 

W.  Watson, 

6 00 

N.  D.  Tibbetts, 

4 00 

Mary  Walsh, 

4 00 

Ann  Mullen, 

6 00 

81,482  50 


I 


Total  as  per  item  No.  32  of  expenses, 


$1,482  50 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 


Appropriation,  $3,000  00 

Shedd  & Saw}Ter,  services  as  Engineers,  $933  59 
A.  R.  Carter,  pay  roll  of  laborers,  700  00 

Noah  Prescott,  covering  stones,  etc.,  493  96 
Seth  Davis,  material  and  labor,  469  71 


Total  as  per  item  No.  33  of  expenses, 

$2,597  26 

Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury, 

$402  74 

SINKING  FUND,  CITY  DEBT. 

Appropriation, 

Amount  paid  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Fund, 

$12,250  00 

as  per  item  No.  34  of  expenses, 

$12,250  00 

SINKING  FUND,  WATER  BONDS. 


Appropriation, 

Amount  paid  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Fund, 

$12,750  00 

as  per  item  No.  35  of  expenses, 

$12,750  00 

EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT. 

General  Appropriation  for  Schools, 

Unexpended  Balance  of  1876,  $6,346  13 

Received  for  Dog  Tax,  1,308  72 

$68,000  00 

7,654  85 

Appropriation  in  1878  for  account  1877, 

$75,654  85 
22  50 

Amount  carried  forward , 

$75,677  35 
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Amount  brought  forward , $75,677  35 

Expenditures  in  Detail. 

Warren  Johnson,  Superintendent,  $1,147  50 
Ephriam  Hunt,  44  1,795  50 

Isaac  Hagar,  Sec.  School  Board,  300  00 

$3,243  00 


High  School. 


Francis  A.  Waterhouse,  Principal, 

$2,700 

00 

Ezra  W.  Sampson, 

, Sub-Master, 

1,850 

00 

John  F.  Kent, 

Assistant, 

1,200 

00 

T.  Bond  Lindsay, 

it 

450 

00 

Wm.  H.  Smith, 

it 

300 

00 

S.  Alice  Worcester 

it 

1,100 

00 

Louise  A.  Dennison,  44 

1,100 

00 

Carrie  Spear, 

a 

1,100 

00 

M.  Isabel  Hanson, 

a 

1,100 

00 

$14,143 

00 

Music. 

William  S.  Tilden, 

Instructor, 

1,500 

00 

Writing  and  Drawing. 

Emma  F.  Bowler,  Instructress,  825  00 

Drawing. 

A.  Hun.  Berry,  Instructor,  375  00 

$16,843  00 

District  No.  1. 


Albert  L.  Harwood,  Master,  2,000  00 

Mary  L.  Searle,  Assistant,  750  00 

Maria  F.  Wood,  “ 600  00 

Clara  A.  Curtis,  44  600  00 

Ellena  H.  Thompson,  44  600  00 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$21,393  00  $75,677  35 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$21,393  00 

Ellen  M.  Cook,  Assistant, 

600  00 

Lottie  P.  Harbach, 

(t 

600  00 

Emma  M.  Lunt, 

a 

600  00 

M.  Isabel  Ward, 

a 

375  00 

Mary  E.  Minter, 

a 

.900  00 

Martha  L.  Perkins, 

a 

750  00 

M.  Ella  Hildreth, 

t ( 

600  00 

Marion  M.  Miller, 

i i 

420  00 

Maud  McWilliams, 

l i 

405  00 

Mary  P.  Guilford, 

it 

375  00 

Emily  L.  Bullard 

a 

315  00 

Lizzie  W.  Everett, 

a 

178  75 

Lizzie  L.  Smith, 

a 

562  50 

Alotta  E.  Stearns, 

a 

600  00 

Ella  F.  Crooker, 

a 

600  00 

Emma  Ta}dor, 

ti 

225  00 

Emma  W.  Young, 

i L 

84  38 

Cevilla  R.  Richardson, 

a 

56  25 

Mary  P.  Fanning, 

a 

45  00 

Agnes  S.  Carleton, 

l L 

37  50 

$75,677  35 


District  No.  2. 


Luther  E.  Leland,  Master, 

$2,000 

00 

Ellen  M.  Leland,  Assistant, 

750 

00 

Anna  G.  Swain, 

a 

600 

00 

Sarah  E.  Pratt, 

a 

300 

00 

Phebe  W.  Bunker, 

a 

693 

75 

Mar}^  Tenney, 

a 

600 

00 

Ann  B.  Smith, 

a 

600 

00 

Mary  F.  White, 

u 

375 

00 

Annette  E.  Clark, 

u 

375 

00 

Elizabeth  A.  Pinnock, 

a 

281 

25 

Susan  E.  Copeland, 

a 

225 

00 

Carrie  L.  Kimball, 

1 1 

225 

00 

Clara  H.  Snow, 

a 

75 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward, 

$36,822 

38 

$75,677  35 


8 
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District  No.  3. 


Amounts  brought  forward, 

$36,822  38 

Levi  F.  Warren,  Master, 

$2,000  00 

Sarah  A.  Warren,  Assistant, 

750  00 

Hattie  E.  Gove, 

u 

555  00 

Mary  J.  Pickering, 

iC 

600  00 

Eliza  E.  Simmons, 

n 

600  00 

Ella  G.  Bates, 

Cl 

750  00 

Calista  S.  Wood, 

It 

600  00 

Sarah  E.  Foster, 

u 

600  00 

Nellie  J.  Butler, 

a 

375  00 

Lucy  E.  Davis, 

i l 

225  00 

Emma  J.  Thompson, 

a 

750  00 

Susan  P.  Richmond, 

a 

600  00 

M.  E.  Tufts, 

u 

518  75 

Martha  S.  Stacy, 

a 

375  00 

Elizabeth  F.  Paddock 

n 

) 

187  50 

M.  Abby  Smith, 

ti 

750  00 

Estella  M.  Haynes, 

u 

600  00 

Lydia  A.  Brierly, 

600  00 

Mary  R.  Ware, 

u 

600  00 

Lizzie  Flint, 

u 

600  00 

Adelaide  Reed, 

u 

468  75 

Annie  F.  Hills, 

u 

450  00 

Louise  W.  Stearns, 

u 

375  00 

Lilia  T.  Wilder, 

it 

555  00 

Alice  Pitts, 

a 

281  25 

Abb}7  J.  Warner, 

a 

133  75 

Lillia  S.  Taylor, 

33  75 

District  No. 

4. 

H.  Chapin  Sawin,  Master, 

2,000  00 

Clara  C.  Prince, 

Assistant, 

750  00 

Eudora  Sanford, 

u 

600  00 

Martha  M.  Bakeman, 

a 

600  00 

S.  Louise  Shelton, 

u 

600  00 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


$56,306  13  $75,677  35 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $56,306,13  $75,677  35 


Mary  H.  Dwyer,  Assistant, 

600  00 

Emma  M.  Cleary, 

u 

600  00 

Josephine  H.  Waters, 

u 

518  75 

Annie  E.  Abrahams, 

u 

375  00 

Alice  Pitts, 

u 

468  75 

John  C.  Lyeth, 

u 

281  25 

Annie  L.  Wood, 

i ( 

600  00 

Josephine  W.  Littlefield, 

u 

600  00 

Alotta  C.  Wilmarth, 

u 

600  00 

H.  Augusta  Millard, 

t i 

600  00 

Ella  M.  Hotchkiss, 

ll 

600  00 

Jeannette  A.  Grant, 

a 

600  00 

Ellen  F.  Dalrymple, 

u 

518  75 

Sarah  E.  Hayes, 

( ; 

375  00 

Louise  W.  Stearns, 

u 

225  00 

Anna  F.  Gage, 

a 

206  25 

$64,074  88 


Janitors. 


John  McCammon, 

626 

08 

John  Cummings, 

568 

70 

Thomas  Woodman, 

540 

00 

Thomas  Johnson, 

424 

96 

William  Welch, 

400 

04 

Alfred  B.  Hooker, 

274 

96 

William  H.  Smith, 

250 

00 

Bridget  Cox, 

199 

96 

James  H.  Boit, 

180 

00 

Ezra  O.  Garland, 

120 

00- 

H.  F.  Sanderson, 

96 

00 

Benj.  F.  Fewkes, 

81 

25 

John  A.  Gould, 

50 

00 

John  Mohr, 

6 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


$67,892  83  $75,677  35 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 


$67,892  83  $75,677  35 


Fuel. 


Albert  Brackett,  coal  and  wood,  3,775  63 

James  Nickelson,  “ “ “ 39  59 

C.  F.  Eddy  & Co.,  wood,  3 37 

John  McCammon,  sawing  wood,  5 00 


$71,716  42 

Albert  Brackett,  wood  and  coal,  22  50 


Total  as  per  item  No.  36  of  expenses,  $71,738  92 


Balanced  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury,  $3,938  43 


SCHOOL  INCIDENTALS  AND  REPAIRS. 


Appropriation, 

$9,000 

00 

Transferred  from  Industrial  Drawing, 

786 

31 

$9,786 

31 

Appropriation  in  1878  for  account  187 

7, 

461 

74 

$10,248 

05 

Knight,  Adams  & Co.,  books,  station- 

ary, etc., 

$2 ,772 

33 

Walker,  Pratt  & Co.,  furnaces,  etc., 

878 

20 

Rand,  Avery  & Co.,  printing  reports, 

etc., 

663 

84 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

292 

25 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  school  furniture, 

238 

71 

Henry  McElwin,  blackboards, 

193 

75 

Water  Department,  use  of  water, 

191 

67 

II.  B.  & W.  0.  Chamberlain,  chemicals 

and  apparatus, 

190 

91 

Amounts  carried  forward , 

5,421 

66 

$10,248 

05 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

$5,421 

66  $10,248  05 

John  H.  Pray,  Sons  & Co.,  carpets, 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  mus- 

155 

28 

kets  and  equipments, 

H.  F.  Wellington,  repairs  on  school- 

141 

75 

houses, 

D.  Chester,  on  account,  for  rent  of 

132 

40 

school  building,  Thompsonville, 

125 

00 

H.  M.  Stimson,  printing, 

113 

75 

James  Claff}7,  cleaning  vaults,  etc., 

J.  H.  Daniels,  diplomas,  graduating 

108 

00 

class, 

100 

99 

Simpson  Bros.,  concreting, 

98 

72 

Newton  Republican,  printing, 

91 

50 

Geo.  L.  Keyes,  “ 

George  E.  Bridges,  taking  census  of 

19 

00 

children  from  5 to  15, 

85 

00 

Chas.  Scott,  mason  work,  etc., 

80 

77 

John  S.  Sumner,  furnace  work,  etc., 

49 

87 

Joseph  Taylor,  building  cesspool, 

48 

00 

Wm.  P.  Leavitt,  repairing  roofs,  etc., 
Crocker  & Stickney,  8 copies  History 

40 

32 

of  Our  Country, 

36 

00 

Isaac  Hagar,  sundry  cash  pa3rments, 

A.  E.  Lawrence,  expenses,  funeral  of 

35 

73 

Mr.  Warren  Johnson, 

25 

92 

R.  L.  Hinds,  truant  officer, 

25 

00 

F.  E.  Hinds,  “ 

25 

00 

C.  0.  Davis,  “ 

25 

00 

J.  C.  Kennedy,  “ 

25 

00 

F.  E.  Tucker,  “ 

25 

00 

Isaac  Smith,  repairs,  etc., 

24 

02 

A.  B.  Hooker,  “ “ 

19 

75 

A.  J.  Macomber,  repairing  clocks,  etc., 

19 

50 

Albert  Phipps,  “ “ 

J.  W.  Hiscock,  repairing  roof,  Mason 

18 

00 

School  House, 

12 

75 

Amounts  carried  forward , $7,128  68  $10,248  05 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$7,128  68 

George  W.  Choate,  repairing  clock, 

Mason  School  House, 

11  01 

Frank  Hunting,  expressage,  etc., 

21  25 

C.  H.  Jenison,  44 

13  55 

Dillingham’s  Express,  44 

8 40 

Daniel  McAllister,  furnace  work,  etc., 

19  70 

Oliver  Ditson  & Co.,  20  copies  music, 

19  00 

Sherwood  School  Furniture  Co.,  12  doz. 

blackboard  erasers, 

13  20 

John  McCammon,  cash  for  oil,  cord, 

etc., 

10  92 

W.  H.  French  & Co.,  repairing  gas 

fixtures,  etc., 

9 15 

E.  C.  Spooner,  barometer, 

8 00 

B.  Wood,  Appleton’s  Cyclopaedia, 

6 00 

Milo  Lucas,  material  and  labor, 

499  76 

O.  B.  Leavitt,  44  44 

498  84 

A.  J.  Fiske  & Co.,44  14 

261  67 

Benj.  Fewkes,  4 4 4 4 

161  10 

Christopher  Needham,  material  and 

labor, 

87  50 

Chas.  E.  Small,  material  and  labor, 

72  73 

Crannitch  & Horrigan,  material  and 

labor, 

52  94 

Collin  Cady,  material  and  labor, 

51  03 

L.  A.  Gammons,  4 4 4 4 

48  52 

A.  B.  Crane,  4 4 4 4 

47  00 

Allen  Jordan,  4 4 4 4 

45  91 

P.  H.  Gammon,  4 4 4 4 

40  11 

Sam’l  D.  Garey,  4 4 4 4 

33  03 

C.  S.  Phillips,  4 4 4 4 

22  17 

Orrin  Whipple,  4 4 4 4 

21  75 

J.  C.  Farrar,  44 

20  25 

R.  Curry, 

17  50 

J.  O.  Evans  & Son,4  4 4 4 

17  00 

$10,248  05 


Wm.  B.  Sadler,  44 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


12  30 


$9,279  97  $10,248  05 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 
Bridgman  & Peabody,  supplies, 
Joseph  H.  Adams,  44 

Walworth  Manuf.  Co.,  “ 

A.  B.  Tainter,  44 

Sundry  small  bills, 


Isaac  Smith,  shingling  and  repairs  on 
Prospect  School  House, 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  normal  desks  for 
Pierce  School, 

J.  O.  Evans  Sons,  resetting  glass, 
Bigelow  and  Underwood  Schools, 
C.  S.  Phillips,  resetting  glass,  etc., 
Franklin,  Davis,  Pierce  and  High 
Schools, 

Sam’l  D.  Gare}r,  repairs  Mason  School, 
Simpson  Bros.,  concrete,  High  School 
yard, 

E.  D.  Dyer,  express  charges,  Dist.  4, 
Dillingham’s  Ex., 4 4 4 4 4 4 1 , 

A.  B.  Crane,  repairs  on  High,  Wil- 
liams and  Claflin  School  Houses, 
C.  Strout  & Sons,  oil  for  High  and 
Claflin  School  Houses, 

J.  E.  Gammons,  repairing  clocks  in 
Franklin  School  House, 

C.  H.  Jenison,  expressage,  Dist.  3, 
W.  D.  Lathrop,  44  4 4 2, 

John  J.  Noble,  carbolate  of  lime,  etc., 
Mason  School, 

Arthur  Hudson,  carbolate  of  lime, 
Bigelow  School, 

Knight,  Adams  & Co.,  school  station- 
ery, 


$9,279 

97 

257 

19 

33 

32 

13 

70 

7 

00 

191 

51 

$9,782 

69 

229 

70 

25 

00 

2 

05 

49 

76 

11 

31 

2 

50 

2 

30 

3 

60 

9 

50 

83 

3 

00 

2 

15 

3 

05 

4 

22 

1 

25 

39 

03 

$10,248  05 


Amounts  carried  forward, 


$10,171  94  $10,248  05 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $10,171  94  $10,248  05 

L.  S.  Holman,  resetting  glass,  etc., 

Bigelow  and  Underwood  Houses,  37  03 
Hallet,  Davis  & Co.,  tuning  and  re- 
pairing pianos  for  schools,  35  46 

Total  as  per  item  No.  37  of  expenses,  $10,244  43 

Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury,  $3  62 


WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


Total  Expenditure  to  Dec.  31,  1876, 
R.  M.  Pulsifier,  salaiy  as  Water 


Commissioner, 

$1,500 

00 

F.  J.  Parker,  salar}-  as  Water 

Commissioner, 

. 1,500 

00 

R.  R.  Bishop,  salary  as  Water 

Commissioner, 

1,500 

00 

Shedd  & Sawj’er,  services  of 

E.  Saw3Ter,  Engineer, 

3,600 

00 

Shedd  & Sawyer,  cash  expenses  of 

E.  Saw}rer, 

626 

54 

Moses  Clark,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  Board, 

300 

00 

Moses  Clark,  Jr.,  cash  expenses  in  office,  211 

40 

W.  I.  Parker,  services  as  Clerk, 

1,100 

00 

W.  I.  Parker,  cash  expenses, 

7 

82 

Frederick  Brooks,  services  Asst. 

Eng. 

1,331 

25 

C.  F.  Allen,  “ “ 

(( 

1,127 

25 

E.  A.  Buss,  “ “ 

U 

762 

00 

F.  Schoff,  “ “ 

(( 

627 

54 

G.  F.  Knoblauch,  “ “ 

il 

571 

25 

E.  B.  Baker,  “ “ 

u 

438 

13 

W.  F.  Goodrich,  u “ 

u 

303 

75 

Jos.  S.  Emerson,  u u 

u 

270 

50 

C.  E.  Alger,  “ “ 

u 

237 

75 

$664,945  97 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$16,015  18  $664,945  97 


93 


Amounts  brought  forward,  1 

>16,015 

18 

W.  H.  Snow,  services  Asst.  Eng. 

221 

26 

J.  C.  Whitney,  “ “ “ 

218 

25 

W.  H.  B.  Phinney,  “ “ “ 

166 

38 

James  McDonald,  “ “ u 

150 

65 

C.  W.  Sanders,  “ u “ 

64 

00 

W.  C.  Emerson,  “ u u 

50 

00 

Engineers’  expenses  of  travel,  etc., 

168 

44 

H.  R.  Worthington,  engine,  etc., 

17,944 

88 

Warren  Foundry  & Machine  Co.,  pipe, 

11,045 

82 

W.  H.  Mahanna,  laying  service  pipe, 

8,281 

31 

J.  B.  Dacey  & Co.,  filtering  gallery 

extension, 

6,623 

20 

W.  0.  Knapp,  on  account  of  J.  B. 

Dacey  & Co., 

500 

00 

H.  L.  Horey,  on  account  of  J.  B. 

Dacey  & Co., 

347 

86 

E.  J.  Collins,  paid  on  discharged  tickets 

, 3,917 

42 

Gillis,  Morrison  & Co.,  service  pipe, 

3,833 

05 

Boston  Machine  Co., 

3,459 

77 

J.  Coburn  & Co., 

3,334 

52 

Union  Water  Meter  Co.,  meters, 

3,169 

20 

Walworth  Manf.  Co.,  service  pipe,  etc., 

1,951 

30 

Boston  Lead  Co.,  lead, 

1,282 

61 

F.  G.  Richardson,  services  as  Supt., 

1,013 

00 

F.  G.  Richardson,  use  of  horse  and 

carriage, 

472 

00 

F.  G.  Richardson,  cash  expenses, 

26 

97 

H.  N.  Hyde,  Jr.,  Inspector, 

632 

00 

Pay  Rolls  of  Laborers, 

15,520 

79 

T.  Stuart,  labor,  men  and  teams, 

in  part, 

874 

62 

Margaret  Friermuth,  on  acct.  of  land, 

908 

00 

Moses  Clark,  Jr.,  on  account  of  land, 

M.  Friermuth, 

300 

00 

P.  & S.  Thacher,  on  account  of  land, 

M.  Friermuth, 

55 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


$102,547  48  $664,945  97 
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Amounts  brought  forward , $102,547  48  $664,945  97 

Davis  & Farnham  Manf.  Co.,  castings,  789  70 

James  E.  Cahill,  work  under  contract,  619  57 

Fales  & Jenks  Manf.  Co.,  meters,  595  00 

Wm.  G.  Barker,  gate  boxes,  528  27 

Heirs  of  Andrew  Cole,  rent  of  office,  408  05 

S.  D.  Whittemore,  rent  of  land,  375  00 

Cousens  Bros.,  coal,  337  50 

Nugent  & Hewitt,  blacksmithing,  332  45 

E.  Ricker,  on  account  contract,  331  00 

Samuel  D.  Geaiy,  in  full  as  per  contract,  321  25 

Geo.  A.  Goodj^ear  & Co.,  powder  and 

fuse,  299  35 

Stetson  & Pope,  lumber,  286  46 

Wm.  Sullivan,  work  under  contract,  281  85 

Thomas  Coughlan,  services  as  Engineer,  270  00 

D.  Harrington  & Son,  board  of  horse,  etc.,  202  40 

N.  Y.  & N.  E.  Railroad,  freight,  181  95 

Hooper,  Lewis  & Co.,  supplies,  172  20 

J.  H.  Edwards,  extra  on  filtering  gallery,  170  00 

Ilicks  & Badger,  copper  gutters,  etc.,  157  09 

D.  F.  Henderson,  damages  on  highway,  155  00 

Thos.  W.  Carter,  transit  theodolite,  150  00 

L.  S.  Holman,  material  and  labor,  143  83 

Fiske  & Coleman,  pipe,  143  18 

F.  H.  Whipple,  carriage  hire,  141  00 

J.  W.  Kent,  services  as  watchman  and 

fireman,  135  00 

McQuestion  & Fogg,  pine,  128  84 

E.  P.  Whitman,  carriage  hire,  114  90 

F.  E.  Wallingford,  “ “ 113  62 

Jas.  R.  Wingate,  material  and  labor,  112  76 

John  Clark,  hose,  111  80 

J.  C.  Farrar,  blacksmithing,  103  93 

Ilarve}’  James,  damages  on  highway,  100  00 

Luther  H.  Felton,  rent  of  land,  100  00 

B.  & A.  Railroad,  freight,  97  06 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$111,05*7  49  $664,945  97 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $111,057  49  $664,945  97 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas,  83  49 

S.  S.  Sheppard,  services  as  Clerk,  79  53 

Buff  & Berger,  supplies,  76  53 

Middleboro  Shovel  Co.,  shovels,  75  60 

W.  R.  Heywood,  services,  75  00 

Warren  Ellis,  posts,  70  00 

P.  Keegan,  blacksmi thing,  69  43 

Alfred  Howes,  supplies,  66  61 

Orrin  Whipple,  material  and  labor,  65  78 

F.  Jones,  expressage,  57  24 

Boston  Belting  Co.,  rubber  rings,  54  09 

Royal  Gilkey,  lumber  and  coal,  53  92 

W.  P.  Leavitt,  on  account  contract,  51  00 

John  H.  Staples,  damage  to  house,  50  00 

J.  M.  Merrick,  services,  50  00 

Sundry  small  bills,  1,949  32 

B.  A.  G.  Fuller,  land,  2,750  00 

C.  H.  Heath,  and  E.  Atkinson,  trus- 

tees, for  land,  500  00 

R.  M.  Pulsifer,  services  as  Commissioner,  375  00 
Francis  J.  Parker,  “ “ “ 375  00 

R.  R.  Bishop,  “ u 375  00 

Shedd  & Sawyer,  services  of  E.  Sawyer, 

as  Engineer,  1,290  03 

A.  Meisel,  drawings,  maps,  etc.,  387  50 

Rockwell  & Churchill,  Water  Com- 
missioners Reports,  etc.,  174  42 

F.  G.  Richardson,  services,  and  use  of 

horse,  150  00 

W.  H.  Mahanna,  balance  of  contract,  126  78 

Pay  Roll  of  Laborers,  labor,  113  45 

Simpson  Bros.,  concreting,  106  19 

Fredk.  Brooks,  services  as  Engineer,  93  75 

Davis  & Farnham  Manf.  Co.,  supplies,  83  49 
J.  D.  Billings,  material  and  labor,  64  28 

Union  Water  Meter  Co.,  meters,  64  00 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$121,013  92  $664,945  97 
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~ Amounts  brought  forward , $121 

,013 

92  $664,945  97 

E.  A.  Buss,  services,  etc., 

53 

40 

E.  J.  Collins,  Treas.,  amount  paid 

discharged  men, 

44 

88 

E.  B.  Baker,  services,  etc., 

41 

10 

C.  F.  Allen,  4 4 4 4 

30 

46 

J.  Clifton  Whitney,  4 4 4 4 

26 

98 

0.  B.  Leavitt,  supplies, 

18 

92 

Charles  Mace,  labor, 

15 

63 

Walworth  Manf.  Co.,  supplies, 

10 

14 

E.  B.  Baker,  services, 

9 

55 

H.  W.  Brooks,  supplies, 

8 

69 

Crannitch  & Horrigan,  material  and  labor, 

8 

42 

A.  C.  Wellington,  cement, 

7 

10 

J.  0.  Evans  & Son,  signs  and  painting, 

6 

40 

J.  Clifton  Whitney,  services, 

6 

33 

E.  P.  Leavitt,  material  and  labor, 

4 

56 

Simpson  Bros.,  concreting, 

2 

70 

A.  B.  Tai liter,  supplies, 

1 

95 

R.  Freeman,  mortar, 

1 

50 

H.  M.  Stimson,  advertising, 

1 

50 

Gillis,  Morrison  & Co.,  supplies, 

1 

20 

C.  H.  Hurd,  expressage, 

1 

15 

E.  D.  Dyers’  Express,  expressage, 

1 

00 

C.  H.  Jenison,  expressage, 

70 

Total  as  per  item  No.  40  of  expenses,  $121,318  18 

RECEIVED. 

For  Service  Pipes  laid,  8,986  60 

44  Meters  sold,  4,518  58 

44  Old  Materials  sold,  531  96 

From  City  of  Boston,  one- 
half  expense  of  grading 
Woodward  Street,  524  33 

Freight  Refunded  by  War- 
ren Foundry  and  Machine 


Am’ ts  carried  forward,  $14,561  47  $121,318  18  $664,945  97 


Am’ts  brought  forward,  $14,561  47  $121,318  18  $664,945  97 
Company,  188  18 

Sunday  Laborers  paid  by 
discharge  ticket  and  en- 
tered upon  Pay  Rolls,  87  62 


Total  as  per  item  No.  33  of  Receipts,  14,837  27 

106,480  91 


Total  Expenditure  to  Dec.  31,  1877,  $771,426  88 


WATER  MAINTENANCE. 


Appropriation, 

$7,500  00 

Appropriation  of  1878,  for  account  1877 

655 

52 

$8,155 

52 

Moses  Clark,  Jr.,  services  as  clerk, 

$900  00 

“ “ “ office  expenses, 

67  25 

Samuel  Shepherd,  services  as  clerk, 

120  90 

Thomas  Coughlan,  “ engineer, 

J.  W.  Kent,  “ fireman 

810  00 

and  watchman, 

405  00 

Laborers,  as  per  pay-rolls, 

606  88 

W.  H.  Johns  & Brother,  coal, 

1,305  15 

B.  & A.  Railroad,  freight, 

697  00 

N.  Y.  & N.  E.  Railroad,  freight, 

518  62 

Heirs  of  A.  Cole,  rent  of  office, 

141  54 

Francis  Jones,  carting  coal, 

103  72 

Cousens  Bros.,  coal, 

75  00 

D.  Harrington  & Son,  board  of  horse,  etc. 

, 73  60 

E.  H.  Trulan  & Co.,  printing, 

67  25 

Leonard  Ellis,  oil, 

59  38 

Hooper,  Lewis  & Co.,  stationery, 

50  80 

Speare,  Gregory  & Co.,  oil, 

46  58 

James  Nickelson,  coal, 

39  04 

Amounts  carried  forward , $6,087  71 

$8,155 

52 

98 


Amounts  brought  forward , $6, 

087 

71 

T.  Stuart,  labor,  man  and  team, 

27 

00 

Daniel  Sullivan,  wood, 

22 

75 

C.  F.  Eddy  & Co.,  cement, 

21 

00 

Frank  E.  Wallingford,  horse  and  carriage 

hire, 

15 

50 

H.  M.  Stimson,  printing, 

15 

00 

Newton  Mills,  waste, 

11 

66 

C.  H.  Hurd,  expressage, 

11 

35 

J.  W.  Pearson,  coal, 

6 

00 

Thayer  & Stiles,  supplies, 

5 

60 

Howes  & Brown,  “ 

3 

75 

Baeder,  Adamson  & Co.,  emery  cloth, 

3 

60 

W.  H.  Bowdlear,  Souther  & Co.,  bone 

dust, 

3 

04 

George  P.  Clark,  gas  fixtures, 

3 

00 

G.  Wadleigh,  supplies, 

2 

40 

Republican  Publishing  Co. , printing. 

1 

87 

F.  H.  Whipple,  horse  and  carriage  hire, 

1 

50 

Founds  Supply  Co.,  plumbago, 

1 

50 

N.  & W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  gas, 

1 

05 

Smith  & Pickthall,  lettering  sign, 

1 

00 

Boston  Machine  Co.,  nozzle  caps, 

75 

A.  L.  Hale,  carting  gravel, 

75 

$6 

,247 

78 

Pa3r-roll  of  laborers  ; labor  for  Dec., 

147 

95 

Moses  Clark,  Jr.,  services  as  clerk,  etc., 

106 

00 

W.  I.  Parker,  “ u u 

100 

34 

Thomas  Coughlan,  “ Engineer, 

90 

00 

T.  A.  Ward,  care  of  reservoir, 

52 

00 

J.  W.  Kent,  services  as  watchman  and 

fireman, 

45 

00 

Speare,  Gregory  & Co.,  oil,  can,  etc., 

24 

88 

Dan’l  Harrington  & SomjJboard  of  horse, 

22 

10 

Moses  Clark,  sundry  cash  pajunents, 

14 

68 

D.  Harrington  & Son,  horse  hire, 

11 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward , 


$6,861  73  $8,155  52 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

$6,861 

73 

$8,155 

52 

Otis,  Pettee  & Co.,  material  and  labor, 

6 

16 

J.  W.  Pearson  coal, 

6 

00 

J.  Langtry,  materal  and  labor, 

5 

50 

Boston  Belting  Co.,  packing, 

4 

39 

Nugent  & Hewitt,  blacksmithing, 

4 

00 

T.  L.  Whitton,  expressage, 

3 

50 

Bridgman  & Peabody,  brooms, 

3 

25 

F.  E.  Wallingford,  horse  and  buggy, 

3 

00 

Howes  & Brown,  supplies, 

2 

27 

Stephen  F.  Cate,  carriage  hire, 

2 

00 

Royal  Gilkey,  coal, 

1 

50 

Total,  as  per  item  No.  41  of  expenses, 

$6,903 

30 

Balance  unexpended,  transferred  into  Treasury 

f > 

$1,252 

22 

SCHEDULE  OF  CITY  PROPERTY,  REAL  AND 
PERSONAL. 


Almshouse  Department. 


40  acres  of  land, 
Buildings, 

Personal  property, 


$11,000  00 
6,000  00 
3,109  95 

$20,109  95 


City  Hall  Department. 


City  Hall,  furniture  and  fixtures, 
City  seal, 

City  stamps, 

Reports,  statutes  and  special  laws, 
Set  standard  weights  and  measures, 
Record  books, 

Book  cases,  maps,  etc., 


$44,000  00 
25  00 
35  00 
300  00 
100  00 
200  00 
100  00 

$44,760  00 


Amount  carried  forward , 


$64,869  95 


Amount  brought  forward, 


$64,869  95 


Cemetery  Department. 

Land  in  Newton  Cemetery,  $2,000  00 

Tomb  “ “ 800  00 

$2,800  00 


City  Engineering  Department. 


One  transit,  No.  1, 
One  level, 

One  transit,  No.  2, 
One  level, 

Draughting  materials, 
Surveying  ‘ ‘ 

Tools, 

Stationery, 

Sundries, 


$140  00 
120  00 
200  00 
120  00 
136  00 
48  00 
12  00 
55  00 
25  00 

$856  00 


Fire  Department. 

Steam  Fire  Engine  House,  No.  1 Engine 
and  apparatus,  furniture,  lock-up, 
dwelling  house,  stable  and  land,  26,500  00 

Steam  Fire  Engine  House,  No.  2 En- 
gine, apparatus,  land,  etc.,  25,000  00 

Steam  Fire  Engine  House,  No.  3 En- 
gine, and  apparatus,  furniture, 
stable,  lock-up,  land,  etc.,  28,000  00 

Hook  and  Ladder  House,  stable,  land, 

etc.,  No.  2,  18,600  00 

Hook  and  Ladder  Carriage,  etc., 

Newtonville,  800  00 

Hose  Carriage,  hose,  etc.,  Newtonville,  1,200  00 

Engine  House,  land,  etc'.,  “ 3,500  00 

Hose  Carriage  House,  stable,  etc., 

Auburndale,  5,500  00 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$109,100  00  $68,525  95 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  $109,100  00 
Hose  Carriage,  hose,  etc.,  Auburnclale,  2,000  00 
Hose  Carriage  House,  stable,  etc., 

Lower  Falls,  7,500  00 

Hose  Carriage,  hose,  etc.,  Lower  Falls,  2,000  00 
Fire  Engine  House,  engine,  land,  etc., 

Upper  Falls,  3,000  00 

Fire  Engine  House,  land,  etc.,  New- 
ton Centre,  4,000  00 

Hose,  apparatus,  hooks,  ladders,  etc.,  1,500  00 
Reservoirs  for  fire  purposes,  3,000  00 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  including  team, 

etc.,  16,000  00 


$68,525  95 


$148,100  00 


Free  Library  Department. 

Newton  Free  Library,  building  and 

land,  $42,000  00 

Books,  10,000  00 

$52,000  00 


Gravel  and  Gravel  Lands. 


Land 

on 

Pearl  Street, 

Ward  1, 

$2,300  00 

t( 

a 

Jewett  Street, 

(t  u 

3,000  00 

u 

a 

Dalby  Street, 

u u 

1,560  00 

u 

u 

Dalby  Street, 

u u 

600  00 

a 

u 

Crafts  Street, 

Ward  2, 

600  00 

u 

u 

Cook  Street, 

u u 

250  00 

u 

u 

Watertown  Street. 

u u 

1 

1,000  00 

u 

in 

North  Village, 

a u 

600  00 

u 

n 

North  Village, 

u u 

300  00 

u 

(( 

North  Village, 

u u 

500  00 

u 

on 

Pine  Street, 

Ward  3, 

300  00 

it 

u 

Pine  Street, 

u a 

600  00 

u 

in 

Ward  4, 

500  00 

Amounts  carried  forward,  $12,110  00  $268,625  95 

9 


102 


Amounts  brought  forward, 

$12,110  00  $268,625  95 

Gravel  on  Washington  St.,  Ward  4, 

1,000  00 

it  U U U U ll 

1,500  00 

44  44  Grove  Street,  44  44 

300  00 

44  44  Elliot  Street,  Ward  5, 

600  00 

“ 44  Parker  Street,  k‘  4 4 

300  00 

Land  on  Willow  and  Centre  Streets, 


Ward  6, 

1,500 

00 

Land  on  Centre  and  Station  Streets, 

Ward  6, 

3,000 

00 

Land  on  Beacon  Street,  Ward  6, 

200 

00 

$20,510  00 


Highway  Department. 


21  cart  horses,  $250  00 

17  horses  used  by  fire  dept.,  250  00 
2 horses  for  Supt.  of  Streets,  200  00 

1 horse  for  Engineer, 

25  double  and  single  carts, 

43  harnesses, 

4 double  sleds,  200  00 

2 stone  crushers  and  houses, 

2 stone  wagons,  express  wagon,  car- 
riage and  sleigh, 

Tools,  chains,  derricks,  blankets,  etc., 


$5,250  00 
4,250  00 
400  00 
200  00 
2,750  00 
875  00 
800  00 
5,000  00 

390  00 
1,680  00 


$21,595  00 


Lighting  Department. 

For  1,052  posts,  lanterns,  burners, 

etc.,  $10  00  $10,520  00 


Police  Department. 

Station  house,  building  and  land,  No. 

Village,  $4,000  00 

Furniture  and  bedding,  50  00 


Amounts  carried  forward, 


$4,050  00  $321,250  95 
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Amounts  brought  forward , 

o 

© 

00  $321,250  95 

Furniture  and  bedding,  Ward  1 

50 

00 

“ “ Ward  6 

75 

00 

Horse,  wagon  and  harness, 

350 

00 

Horse,  saddle  and  bridle, 

125 

00 

14  pair  handcuffs, 

$3 

75 

52 

50 

12  clubs, 

2 

00 

24 

00 

3 lanterns, 

4 

00 

12 

00 

14  badges, 

2 

50 

35 

00 

13  parade  clubs  and  belts, 

3 

50 

45 

50 

Blankets, 

20 

00 

Record  books, 

25 

00 

$4,864  00 


School  Department. 


High  School  bldgs,  furniture  and  land, 

$60,000  00 

Mason  School  House,  u 

44 

50,000  00 

Hyde 

44  u 

44 

20,700  00 

Prospect 

44  it 

4 4 

32,000  00 

Prospect 

“ No.  2,“ 

4 4 

7,500  00 

Oak  Hill 

44  u 

4 4 

13,000  00 

Hamilton 

44  41 

“ 

30,000  00 

Williams 

u u 

4 4 

28,500  00 

Pierce 

u u 

4 4 

32,000  00 

Davis 

u u 

4 4 

13,000  00 

Franklin 

44  44 

4 4 

16,000  00 

Claflin 

u u 

4 4 

33,000  00 

Adams 

14  4 4 

4 4 

22,500  00 

Bigelow 

4 4 4 4 

4 4 

34,500  00 

Underwood 

4 4 4 4 

44 

25,300  00 

Lincoln 

4 4 4 4 

4 4 

6,000  00 

Jackson 

4 4 4 4 

k 4 

15,000  00 

School  apparatus, 

6,000  00 

\ 


$445,000  00 


$771,114  95 


■ 


CITY  MARSHAL’S  REPORT, 


1877. 


CITY  MARSHAL’S  REPORT, 

FOE  THE  YEAE  1877. 


Office  of  the  City  Marshal, 

West  Newton,  Dec.  31,  1877. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  ]STewton: 

Gentlemen , — In  obedience  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Ordinance  relating  to  the  Police  Organization 
of  the  City,  I have  the  honor  to  present  herewith, 
the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  transactions  and 
present  condition  of  the  Police  Department  of 
Newton,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1877. 

The  present  Police  Force  is  comprised  of  four- 
teen men,  organized  as  follows : A City  Marshal, 
with  headquarters  at  the  City  Hall,  one  mounted 
Sergeant,  who  patrols  the  city  at  night,  one  day 
officer  on  duty  at  Newton  Corner,  one  officer  on 
duty  at  "West  Newton,  from  one  to  twelve  o’clock, 
p.  m.,  and  ten  night  Patrolmen. 

During  the  year  just  closed  only  three  changes 
have  occurred  in  the  force,  viz:  one  resignation 
prompted  by  personal  interest,  and  two  removals 
for  violation  of  rules  and  regulations  established 
for  the  government  of  the  force. 
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As  the  vacancies  created  by  these  changes  oc- 
curred near  the  end  of  the  year  they  were  not 
filled  by  permanent  appointments,  but  by  special 
officers,  thus  keeping  the  maximum  number  on 
duty. 

During  the  year  1877  there  was  paid  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Department  the  sum  of 
$14,315  75. 

The  expenses  for  December,  payable  in  January 
1878,  together  with  a few  bills  previously  incurred 
and  unpaid,  amount  to  $1,476  58,  thus  making  the 
gross  expenditure  for  the  year  $15,792  33. 

There  has  been  paid  into  the  City  Treasury  for 
fees  of  Officers  during  the  same  period  $874  64, 
so  that  the  actual  net  expenses  of  the  Department 
for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1877,  aggregate 
$14,917  69. 

During  the  year  Station  Two  has  been  greatly 
improved  by  re-arrangement  and  refurnishing,  and 
this,  with  Stations  One  and  Four,  are  now  in  excel- 
lent condition. 

At  Station  Three  (City  Hall)  there  is  pressing 
need  of  improvement,  both  in  its  sanitary  con- 
dition and  in  its  capacity  for  accommodation. 
Enlargement  has  become  absolutely  necessary,  as 
its  present  conveniences  are  totally  inadequate  to 
lodge,  with  any  degree  of  comfort  and  safety,  the 
number  of  prisoners  and  tramps  requiring  custody 
and  care.  I would  therefore  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  proper  measures  to  meet  this  emergency. 

Another  matter,  perhaps  of  minor  interest,  yet 
important  to  the  police  force,  is  that  of  badges 
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with  which  every  officer  must  be  provided.  Those 
now  in  use  seem  to  be  unsuited  to  their  purpose. 
As  the  necessary  expense  will  be  comparatively 
trifling,  I would  recommend  that  the  present 
badges  be  exchanged  for  some  of  stronger,  and 
more  suitable  manufacture. 

The  following  is  a recapitulation  of  the  service 
of  the  Department  for  the  year. 


General  Statistics. 


Number  of  Arrests, 

296 

Number  of  Search  Warrants 

(t 

Males, 

273 

served,  34 

u 

Females, 

23 

“ Truants  taken 

u 

Americans, 

51 

to  School,  54 

4 l 

Foreigners, 

244 

“ Provided  with 

4 4 

Minors, 

63 

Lodging,  2,409 

44 

Commitments 

, 39 

Stolen  property  re- 

covered,  $2,167.50 


Nativity  of  Prisoners. 


United  States, 

51 

Germany, 

3 

British  Provinces, 

10 

Russia, 

1 

Ireland, 

223 

Sweden, 

1 

England, 

4 

Negro, 

3 

Nature 

of  Crime. 

Arson, 

1 

Insane, 

3 

Attempt  to  rescue  prisoner,  3 

Incendiary, 

2 

Assault  and  battery, 

29 

Indecent  exposure, 

1 

Accessory  to  rape, 

1 

Larceny,  simple, 

28 

Assault,  felonious, 

5 

“ felonious, 

7 

Adultery, 

1 

Malicious  mischief, 

7 

Arrested  for  other 

cities 

Obtaining  goods  under  false 

and  towns, 

6 

pretences, 

3 
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Assuming  to  be  an  officer,  1 


Breaking  and  entering,  5 

Breaking  glass,  1 

Common  drunkards,  5 

Cruelt}?  to  dumb  animals,  6 
Capias,  3 

Disorderly,  30 

Disturbing  the  peace,  25 

Drunkenness,  46 

Evading  car  fare,  3 

Escaped  convicts,  5 

Forgery,  2 

Fraud,  2 


Refusing  to  assist  an  officer,  1 


Rape,  2 

Receiving  stolen  property,  1 

Stubborn  children , 1 

Suspicious  persons,  5 

Threatening  bodily  harm,  3 

Trespass,  3 

Violation  of  city  ordinance,  24 

“ Sunday  law,  9 

“ liquor  law,  14 

Vagabonds,  3 

Witnesses,  1 


Miscellaneous  Duties. 

When  it  is  announced  that  the  several  bills  and 
notices  from  the  offices  of  the  City  Treasurer, 
Water  Commission,  City  Clerk,  etc.,  have  been 
committed  to  the  hands  of  the  Police  for  distribu- 
tion, that  is  usually  all  that  is  thought  of  the  mat- 
ter ; but  should  an  examination  be  had,  it  would  be 
seen  that  these  documents  are  numbered  by  thou- 
sands, and  a better  realization  of  the  matter  would 
be  had.  But  few  persons  are  aware  of  the  care 
and  fidelity  with  which  most  of  the  officers  dis- 
charge their  duties,  working  while  others  are  sleep- 
ing, and  caring  for  the  lives  and  property  of  persons 
who  carelessly  expose  the  same,  — for  instance, 
during  the  past  year  nearly  one  hundred  buildings 
were  found  open  and  secured  by  the  Police,  and  as 
shown  by  the  following  statement,  various  matters 
of  more  or  less  importance  are  constantly  re- 
ceiving their  attention. 


Ill 


Accidents  where  assistance 


was  rendered, 

7 

Buildings  found  open 

and 

secured, 

92 

Dangerous  buildings 

re- 

ported, 

Dead  bodies  taken  in 

2 

charge, 

3 

Defective  lamps, 

313 

“ sidewalks, 

23 

“ streets, 

28 

Disturbances  suppressed,  87 

Dogs  killed, 

66 

Horses  killed, 

4 

Defective  water  pipes 

re- 

ported, 

11 

Fire  alarms  given, 

20 

Fires  extinguished  without 


alarm,  3 

Injured  persons  assisted,  10 

Intoxicated  persons  as- 
sisted home,  113 

Lost  children  restored  to 
friends,  7 

Notices  served,  6,500 

Lights  hung  in  dangerous 
places,  28 

Nuisances  reported,  32 

Stray  teams  put  up,  18 

Street  obstructions 

removed,  22 

Stray  cattle  taken  in 

charge,  2l 


The  relations  of  this  department  with  the  Police 
of  neighboring  Cities  and  Towns  have  been  of  the 
most  harmonious  and  satisfactory  nature.  We 
have  in  many  cases  rendered  material  aid  to  officers 
of  other  places,  and  in  all  cases  where  assistance 
has  been  required  by  us,  it  has  been  freely  and 
cheerfully  given. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council, 
I am  under  great  obligation  for  timely  suggestion 
and  advice:  as  also  to  the  Hon.  William  W.  Car- 
ruth,  Judge  of  the  Police  Court  of  ISTewton,  and 
to  E.  W.  Cate,  the  efficient  Clerk  of  the  same,  both 
of  whom  have  been  ever  ready  to  aid  the  Police 
Department  with  needed  counsel  and  service. 

As  an  officer  of  the  Board  of  Health,  I have 
been  called  upon  during  the  last  year  to  investigate 
and  abate  twenty-seven  nuisances,  many  of  which 
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required  much  time  and  frequent  visits.  In  this 
connection  I trust  I shall  be  pardoned  for  express- 
ing the  belief  that  more  attention  given  to  the 
enforcement  of  law  and  ordinance  regulating  mat- 
ters of  health  than  I have  been  able  to  render, 
will  be  found  necessary  in  order  to  impress  upon 
many  of  our  citizens  the  importance  of  sanitary 
regulations  and  observances. 

Hoping  that  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  the 
Newton  Police  Department  will  be  duly  recog- 
nized and  appreciated, 

I am  very  respectfully, 

' Your  ob’t  servant, 

R.  L.  HINDS, 

City  Marshal. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


School  Committee 


OF  THE 

% 

CITY  OF  NEWTON. 


1873. 

No  XXXIX. 


BOSTON  : 

FRANKLIN  PRESS:  RAND,  AVERY,  & CO. 
1879. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


January,  1878. 

Hon.  WILLIAM  B.  FOWLE,  Mayor,  Chairman,  ex  officio. 

Hon.  GEORGE  E.  ALLEN,  President  Common  Council,  ex  officio. 
Rev.  BRADFORD  K.  PEIRCE,  D.D.,  Chairman. 

ISAAC  HAGAR,  Secretary. 

EPHRAIM  HUNT,  LL.D.,  Superintendent. 


Elective  Members. 

Bradford  K.  Peirce, 

Ward  One, 

Present  Term  of  Office. 
Expires  January,  1880. 

Henry  C.  Hardon, 

“ 

“ 

(4 

44 

1880. 

Henry  0.  Martin, 

Two, 

(4 

44 

1880. 

Horatio  S.  Noyes, 

n 

“ 

44 

44 

1880. 

Julius  L.  Clarke", 

It 

Three, 

44 

44 

1879. 

Edward  D.  Hinckley, 

“ 

44 

44 

1879. 

James  E.  Latimer, 

“ 

Four, 

44 

44 

1879. 

Isaac  Hagar, 

“ 

“ 

44 

44 

1879. 

John  A.  Gould, 

“ 

Five, 

44 

44 

1881. 

Charles  E.  Abbott, 

“ 

“ 

44 

44 

1881. 

James  S.  Newell, 

44 

Six, 

44 

44 

1881. 

Amos  E.  Lawrence, 

44 

“ 

44 

44 

1881. 

George  W.  Shinn, 

Seven, 

44 

44 

1881. 

Lincoln  R.  Stone, 

" 

“ 

44 

44 

1879. 

DISTRICT  COMMITTEES. 

NEWTON-CENTRE  DISTRICT. 

James  S.  Newell,  Newton  Centre.  John  A.  Gould,  Newton  Upper  Falls. 

Amos  E.  Lawrence,  Newton  Centre.  Henry  C.  Hardon,  Newton. 

Charles  E.  Abbott,  Newton  Highlands. 

UPPER-FALLS  DISTRICT. 

John  A.  Gould,  Newton  Upper  Falls.  James  S.  Newell,  Newton  Centre. 

Charles  E.  Abbott,  Newton  Highlands.  Amos  E.  Lawrence,  Newton  Centre. 
Isaac  Hagar,  Newton  Lower  Falls. 

LOWER-FALLS  DISTRICT. 

James  E.  Latimer,  Auburndale.  Isaac  Hagar,  Newton  Lower  Falls. 

Edward  D.  Hinckley,  West  Newton. 

WEST-NEWTON  DISTRICT. 

Julius  L.  Clarke,  West  Newton.  George  E.  Allen,  West  Newton. 

Edward  D.  Hinckley,  West  Newton.  Horatio  S.  Noyes,  Newtonville. 

James  E.  Latimer,  Auburndale. 


NEWTONVILLE  DISTRICT. 


Horatio  S.  Noyes,  Newtonville.  Lincoln  R.  Stone,  Newton. 

Henry  O.  Martin,  Newtonville.  Bradford  K.  Peirce,  Newton. 

Julius  L.  Clarke,  West  Newton. 

NEWTON  DISTRICT. 

Lincoln  R.  Stone,  Newton,  George  W.  Shinn,  Newton. 

Henry  C.  Hardon,  Newton.  Bradford  K.  Peirce,  Newton. 

Henry  O.  Martin,  Newtonville. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOAKD. 


High  School.  — Bradford  K.  Peirce,  Horatio  S.  Noyes,  George  E.  Allen,  James  E.  Latimer, 
John  A.  Gould,  Amos  E.  Lawrence,  George  W.  Shinn,  Mayor,  ex  officio. 

Rules  and  Regulations.  — George  W.  Shinn,  AmosE.  Lawrence,  Charles  E.  Abbott. 
Accounts  and  Printing.  — Isaac  Hagar,  George  E.  Allen,  Julius  L.  Clarke. 

Schoolhouses.  — Isaac  Hagar,  John  A.  Gould,  Lincoln  R.  Stone. 

Salaries.  — James  S.  Newell,  George  E.  Allen,  Henry  G.  Martin. 

Text-Books.  — Bradford  K.  Peirce,  James  E.  Latimer,  Julius  L.  Clarke. 

Music. — James  E.  Latimer,  Lincoln  R.  Stone,  Amos  E.  Lawrence. 

Drawing  and  Writing.  — Henry  C.  Hardon,  Horatio  S.  Noyes,  Edward  D.  Hinckley. 
Industrial  Drawing.  — James  S.  Newell,  Isaac  Hagar,  Henry  O.  Martin. 

Evening  Schools.  — George  W.  Shinn,  Henry  C.  Hardon,  Lincoln  R.  Stone. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

January,  1879. 


Hon.  WILLIAM  B.  FOWLE,  Mayor,  Chairman,  ex  officio. 

Hon.  JOHN  Q.  HENRY,  President  Common  Council,  ex  officio. 
Rev.  AMOS  E.  LAWRENCE,  Chairman. 

ISAAC  HAGAR,  Secretary. 

EPHRAIM  HUNT,  LL.D.,  Superintendent. 


Elective  Members. 

Thomas  S.  Samson,1 

Ward  One, 

Present  Term  of  Office. 
Expires  January,  1880. 

Henry  E.  Cobb,1 

ii 

“ 

ii 

a 

1880. 

Henry  0.  Martin, 

ii 

Two, 

a 

a 

1880. 

Horatio  S.  Noyks, 

it 

“ 

a 

a 

1880. 

Julius  L.  Clarke, 

ii 

Three, 

ii 

a 

1882. 

Elijah  W.  Wood, 

ii 

“ 

a 

a 

1882. 

William  S.  Smith, 

ii 

Four, 

a 

a 

1882. 

Isaac  Hagar, 

ii 

“ 

a 

1882. 

John  A.  Goiild, 

i< 

Five, 

a 

a 

1881. 

Charles  E.  Abbott, 

ii 

“ 

a 

a 

1881. 

James  S.  Newell, 

ii 

Six, 

a 

a 

1881. 

Amos  E.  Lawrence, 

ii 

“ 

a 

a 

1881. 

George  W.  Shinn, 

ii 

Seven, 

a 

a 

1881. 

Lincoln  R.  Stone, 

a 

“ 

a 

it 

1882. 

1 Elected  in  joint  convention  of  city  council  and  school  committee. 


DISTRICT  COMMITTEES, 


NEWTON-CENTRE  DISTRICT. 

James  S.  Newell,  Newton  Centre.  John  A.  Gould,  Newton  Upper  Falls. 

Amos  E.  Lawrence,  Newton  Centre.  Charles  E.  Abbott,  Newton  Highlands. 

George  W.  Shinn,  Newton. 

UPPER-FALLS  DISTRICT. 

John  A.  Gould,  Newton  Upper  Falls.  James  S.  Newell,  Newton  Centre. 

Charles  E.  Abbott,  Newton  Highlands.  Amos  E.  Lawrence,  Newton  Centre. 
Isaac  Hagar,  Newton  Lower  Falls. 

LOWER-FALLS  DISTRICT. 

William  S.  Smith,  Auhurndale.  Elijah  W.  Wood,  West  Newton. 

Isaac  Ha&ar,  Newton  Lower  Falls. 

WEST-NEWTON  DISTRICT. 

Julius  L.  Clarke,  West  Newton.  Elijah  W.  Wood,  West  Newton. 

Horatio  S.  Notes,  Newtonville.  William  S.  Smith,  Auhurndale. 

Henry  O.  Martin,  Newtonville. 

NEWTONVILLE  DISTRICT. 

Horatio  S.  Notes,  Newtonville.  Lincoln  R.  Stone,  Newton. 

Henry  O.  MArtin,  Newtonville.  Thomas  S.  Samson,  Newton. 

Henry  E.  Cobb,  Newton. 

NEWTON  DISTRICT. 

Lincoln  R.  Stone,  Newton.  George  W.  Shinn,  Newton. 

Henry  E.  Cobb,  Newton.  John  Q.  Henry,  Newton. 

Thomas  8.  Samson,  Newton. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD. 


High  School.  — Amos  E.  Lawrence,  Thomas  S.  Samson,  Horatio  S.  Noyes,  Julius  L.  Clarke, 
William  S.  Smith,  John  A.  Gould,  George  W.  Shinn,  Mayor,  ex  officio. 

Rules  and  Regulations.  — George  W.  Shinn,  Henry  E.  Cobh,  Charles  E.  Abbott. 

Accounts  and  Printing.  — Isaac  Hagar,  Elijah  W.  Wood,  Julius  L.  Clarke. 

Schoolhouses.  — Isaac  Hagar,  John  A.  Gould,  Lincoln  R.  Stone. 

Salaries.  — James  S.  Newell,  John  Q.  Henry,  Henry  O.  Martin. 

Text-Books.  — Amos  E.  Lawrence,  William  S.  Smith,  Julius  L.  Clarke. 

Music.  — Amos  E.  Lawrence,  Lincoln  R.  Stone,  Elijah  W.  Wood. 

Drawing  and  Writing.  — Horatio  S.  Noyes,  John  Q.  Henry,  Thomas  S.  Samson. 

Industrial  Drawing.  — James  S.  Newell,  Charles  E.  Abbott,  Henry  O.  Martin. 

Evening  Schools.  — George  W.  Shinn, 'Lincoln  R.  Stone,  Henry  E.  Cobb. 


CITY  OF  NEWTON. 


In  Board  of  School  Committee,  Sept.  25,  1878. 

The  following-named  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  prepare 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee  for  the  year 
1878;  viz.,  Messrs.  Bradford  K.  Peirce,  Amos  E.  Lawrence, 
Julius  L.  Clarke,  Henry  C.  Hardon,  and  George  W.  Shinn. 

ISAAC  HAGAR, 

Secretary. 


In  Board  of  School  Committee,  Dec.  18, 1878. 

The  Annual  Report  was  presented  by  Rev.  Amos  E.  Law- 
rence, read  and  accepted,  and  twenty-eight  hundred  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Ephraim  Hunt,  LL.D., 
read  his  Annual  Report,  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed  with  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Committee. 

ISAAC  HAGAR, 

Secretary. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


PAGE 

General  Report  of  School  Committee 11-17 

Economy  of  administration 11 

Reduction  of  expenses 12 

Power  of  the  school  committee 13 

Growth  of  our  school  system 14 

Reading,  spelling,  and  language 15 

Apprentice  teachers 16 

The  per-cent  system  of  ranking 17 

Industrial  education 18 

The  teachers 19 

Supervision 20 

The  superintendent 21 

High  School 22-49 

Why  have  we  a high  school 22 

Statistics  of  the  school 23 

Special  students 23 

Last  graduating  class 25 

Class  of  1877  26 

Graduating  exercises,  1878 27 

Higher  training  of  girls 27 

Physical  culture ' . .28 

Proposed  re-organization  of  the  school  * 29 

High-school  teachers 30 

Department  of  mathematics 31 

Department  of  belles-lettres 33 

Classical  department 34 

Department  of  natural  sciences 38 

Mercantile  department 41 

Department  of  modern  languages 43 

Military  drill 43 

Graduates  of  1878,  High  School £ 49 

Association  of  High-school  Graduates 50 

Full  List  of  Graduates  from  1861-1878 51 

Report  of  Mason  School 56 

Report  of  Oak-Hill  School 59 


X 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


PAGB 

Report  of  Thompsonville  School 60 

Report  of  Prospect  School 62 

Report  of  Hyde  School 64 

Report  of  Hamilton  School 66 

Report  of  Williams  School 67 

Report  of  Peirce,  Davis,  and  Franklin  Schools  ...  68 

Report  of  Adams  School 73 

Report  of  Jackson  School 74 

Report  of  Claflin  School 75 

Report  of  Underwood  School 76 

Report  of  Bigelow  School 79 

Drawing 80 

Music 83 

Evening  School 85 

Superintendent’s  Report  . 87 

Summary  of  statistics 87 

Schoolhouses 89 

Health 90 

Course  of  study 90 

Instruction 92 

Promotion 94 

Teachers 99 

High  school 101 

Grammar  and  primary  grades 103 

Public  library . 104 

Conclusion 105 

Secretary’s  Report 107-112 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Newton,  — We  hereby  submit  to 
you  our  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Report. 

You  have  committed  to  us  a precious  trust,  for  no 
interest  is  dearer  than  our  children ; a most  important 
one,  for  none  is  more  weighty  than  the  future  of  our 
nation.  You  have  chosen  the  School  Committee,  not  to 
build  roads,  nor  guard  your  dwellings  from  fire,  nor 
administer  the  government,  but  to  make  governors, 
to  build  the  minds  that  build  the  future.  In  whose 
hands  does  the  destiny  of  a people  rest,  if  not  in  the 
teacher’s?  If  44  the  child  is  father  of  the  man,”  a nation 
is  what  it  is  trained  to  be. 

ECONOMY  OF  ADMINISTRATION. 

You  ought,  then,  to  watch  your  schools,  lest  they  fail 
to  meet  the  end  for  which  you  planted  them,  and  for 
which,  at  heavy  expense,  you  are  supporting  them. 
You  have  called  for  retrenchment  in  our  city  expenses, 
and  the  call  is  just.  Should  it  not  also  be  wise  ? If  the 
city  pay-roll  is  too  long,  let  the  knife  be  applied  where 
it  will  do  least  harm.  Let  us  support  the  schools,  and 
not  imperil  or  cripple  them  by  parsimony.  Because  the 
plethoric  man  needs  depletion,  let  us  not  begin  by  cut- 
ting off  his  head. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


REDUCTION  OF  EXPENSES. 

And  yet  the  Board  appeals  to  its  record  to  show 
that  they  have  heeded  your  call.  They  have  reduced 
their  expenses.  They  have  made  them  this  year  $13,- 
000  less  than  they  were  four  years  ago  ; and  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  last  two  years  has  been  nearly  $25,000,  or 
more  than  twelve  per  cent  less  than  it  was  in  the  year 
1874.  The  Board  have  never  allowed  themselves,  even 
when  precious  interests  seemed  imperilled,  to  exceed 
their  appropriations.  We  mention  this  as  am  argument 
for  confidence  in  your  Committee,  that,  when  they  ask 
for  funds  to  carry  on  the  schools,  our  fellow-citizens  may 
believe  they  are  needed.  As  tax-payers  themselves,  the 
Committee  share  the  burden  with  them.,  and  recognize 
the  duty  to  avoid  every  thing  like  extravagance  in 
administering  their  trust.  Let  the  friends  of  our  city 
and  our  schools  show  where  the  Committee  have  failed, 
and  they  will  be  found  quick  to  respond. 

But  have  they  failed  ? From  the  last  report  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education  we  learn  that  Newton  stands 
No.  262  on  the  list  of  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts, 
as  to  the  percentage  of  valuation  appropriated  for  the 
support  of  public  schools ; 261  paying  a higher  rate, 
and  but  80  a less  rate.  In  Middlesex  County,  Newton 
stands  No.  40  ; 14  only  paying  a lower  rate. 

Such  being  the  case,  and  aware  of  the  impossibility 
of  securing  and  retaining  the  best  educational  talent  at 
the  lowest  rates,  and  believing  the  schools  are  no  better 
than  the  intelligence  and  culture  of  our  city  demand, 
the  School  Committee  feel  that  the  charge  of  extrava- 
gance in  the  expenditures  intrusted  to  their  care  cannot 
be  justly  made. 


GENERAL  REPORT. 
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POWER  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

It  has  sometimes  been  said  that  this  Committee  have 
too  much  power ; but  in  the  matter  of  appropriations 
their  powers  are  limited  to  a simple  recommendation. 
As  tax-payers,  as  a body  of  intelligent  gentlemen,  as  the 
constituted  guardians  of  the  schools  and  best  knowing 
their  needs,  as  unpaid  and  conscientious  servants  of  the 
public  who  have  no  personal  ends  to  gain,  their  judg- 
ment may  well  have  weight  with  the  city  authorities. 
In  numbers  they  are  14  ; the  City  Council,  21.  In  each 
body  are  represented  alike  all  the  wards  of  the  city ; 
and  in  then  deliberations  each  body  enjoys  alike  the 
wisdom  and  counsel  of  the  same  high  officers,  — the 
president  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  mayor. 
That  such  a committee  should  have  weight  in  making 
the  annual  appropriations  was  obviously  intended  by  the 
framers  of  our  city  government. 

But,  with  the  most  well-directed  and  honest  efforts  for 
an  economical  administration  of  our  system,  the  amount 
expended  upon  our  schools  must  still  continue  to  be  large. 
This  cannot  be  avoided  if  we  would  not  see  them  suffer. 
Newton  can  afford  to  have  good  schools ; and  if  we 
would  give  to  our  constituents  the  best,  if  we  would 
maintain  their  reputation  at  home  and  abroad,  we  must 
not  cripple  them.  By  the  employment  of  competent 
teachers,  and  thus  keeping  them  well  up  to  a high  stand- 
ard, we  shall  get  help  in  their  support  from  without ; 
shall  continue  to  attract  to  our  city  as  residents  those 
who  will  aid  us  in  the  work  by  their  contributions  to  the 
city  treasury.  The  cost  per  capita  is  now  greater  than 
in  some  other  towns,  because  our  population  is  more 
scattered.  Organization  is  necessarily  less  complete, 
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more  schools  and  teachers  are  needed  for  the  same  num- 
ber of  children,  than  in  a more  compact  community, 
where  they  can  be  brought  together  in  larger  numbers. 
This  will  be  remedied  as  the  city  grows.  As  our  popu- 
lation increases,  the  per  capita  of  expense  will  diminish, 
because,  in  quite  a proportion  of  our  schools,  a larger 
number  of  pupils  can  be  accommodated  and  taught  with- 
out adding  to  the  present  expense. 

GROWTH  OF  THE  SYSTEM. 

Still  it  is  inevitable  that  the  system  must  grow. 
Some  of  the  schools  at  centres  will  overflow ; and  the 
growth  in  population  of  neighborhoods  will  require  that 
new  schools  be  opened,  and  new  buildings  erected,  for 
their  accommodation.  An  illustration  of  this  has  oc- 
curred during  this  year  ; the  crowded  state  of  the  Mason 
School  having  made  it  necessary  to  relieve  it  by  transfer- 
ring the  children  of  the  Thompsonville  precinct  to  a 
school  opened  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  Committee  regret  that  they  have  felt  called  upon, 
in  obedience  to  a supposed  demand  from  their  consti- 
tuents, to  dispense,  for  the  present,  with  the  valuable 
services  of  Mr.  Tilden,  the  special  teacher  of  music.  If 
music  is  to  be  continued  in  our  schools  as  a relief,  as  a 
mere  recreation,  it  will  perform  a most  valuable  service, 
and  in  that  case  our  regular  teachers  are  competent  to 
the  care  of  it.  If,  however,  it  is  to  be  taught , it  is  large 
enough  and  special  enough  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a 
special  teacher  trained  to  the  work,  and  giving  his  whole 
time  to  it.  The  experience  of  the  German  schools  (in 
which  music  is  taught  scientifically,  beginning  with  the 
very  youngest  pupils)  is  clearly  in  favor,  not,  indeed,  of 
lumbering  up  the  minds  of  children  with  technicalities, 
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but  of  putting  even  their  training  into  the  hands  of 
experts.  We  do  not  believe  that  our  fellow-citizens  are 
ready  to  see  our  music  degenerate  into  a mere  instru- 
ment of  recreation ; and  we  therefore  hope  that  the 
City  Council  will  vote  the  necessary  funds  to  retain  it  in 
our  schools  as  a branch  of  education. 

READING,  SPELLING,  AND  LANGUAGE. 

In  our  last  Annual  Report  it  was  demanded  as  a dis- 
tinct aim  of  our  high  school  to  train  its  pupils  to  speak 
good  English,  and  to  read  the  words  of  an  author  so 
as  to  convey  his  meaning  accurately  to  a listener.  We 
make  the  same  claim,  and  with  added  emphasis,  for  our 
primary  and  grammar  schools.  Reading  well  and 
speaking  correctly  one’s  own  tongue,  all  recognize  as 
the  primary  elements  of  education.  That  these  essen- 
tials are  poorly  taught,  or  crowded  aside,  in  many  of  the 
schools  of  the  day,  is  too  obvious  to  admit  of  denial  or 
defence.  One  of  the  examiners  of  applicants  for  ad- 
mission to  Harvard  University,  in  a recently  published 
paper,  has  given  emphatic  and  most  mortifying  testi- 
mony on  this  point.  So  large  a per  cent  of  the  candi- 
dates absolutely  failed  in  these  first  essentials  of  an 
education  as  to  raise  the  question  whether  the  time  has 
not  come  for  our  colleges  to  enlarge  their  curriculum 
by  introducing  the  spelling-book.  A test  in  reading 
English  Harvard  has  introduced,  occurring  annually  at 
the  beginning  of  the  freshman  year  ; and  it  is  gratifying 
to  the  Board  to  state  that  two  of  the  three  prizes  given 
last  October  for  excellence  in  this  exercise  were  awarded 
to  our  own  pupils.  In  the  hope  of  doing  still  better 
where  much  yet  remains  to  be  done,  and  to  break  up 
the  mere  formal,  listless  pronouncing  of  a page  of  dead 
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matter,  the  Committee  have  the  last  year  supplemented 
the  regular  text-books  in  reading  by  the  introduction 
into  all  our  schools  of  matter  from  the  periodical  press, 
— “The  Nursery,”  “The  Wide  Awake,”  and  the 
higher  magazines,  and  infrequently  the  daily  newspaper. 
Results  have  fully  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  the  meas- 
ure, and  under  watchful  supervision  it  will  be  continued. 
From  these  same  materials  also,  as  supplementary  to  the 
formal  text-book,  will  be  taught  spelling.  Experience 
is  also  showing  us  that  the  best  way  of  teaching  young 
children  to  use  their  own  language  is  less  by  books  of 
rules  than  by  example ; by  requiring  their  teachers  to 
use  correct  expression  themselves,  and  to  illustrate  by 
pure  speech,  in  daily  intercourse  with  their  pupils,  the 
foundation  principles  of  our  English  tongue.  These 
living  grammars,  unconsciously  read  and  studied  by  the 
pupils,  are  the  best  possible  for  all  our  children  of  the 
five  lower  grades ; and  all  books  of  dry  technicalities 
in  wdiich  children  so  immature  cannot  possibly  be  inter- 
ested should  be  banished  from  their  rooms. 

APPRENTICE  TEACHERS. 

It  is  a question  of  the  first  importance  : How  shall  we 
secure  a succession  of  live  teachers  ] how  make  them  1 
Were  we  to  take  a lesson  from  the  industrial  pursuits, 
we  should  answer : As  the  master-mechanic  makes  his 
carpenter,  by  putting  the  tools  into  the  hands  of  his  ap- 
prentice, and  furnishing  the  raw  material  for  his  work  ; 
as  the  sailor  learns  to  manage  his  ship,  by  setting  his 
own  hands  to  the  rudder  and  tackling,  and  actually  sail- 
ing the  craft.  Recognizing  this  as  the  true  economic 
principle  for  then'  guidance,  and  deferring  also  to  the 
reasonable  demand  that  we  should  employ  in  the  schools, 
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as  far  as  possible,  our  own  home  talent,  the  Board  has 
this  year,  by  formal  action,  thrown  open  our  schoolrooms 
for  the  admission  of  what  we  may  perhaps  be  permitted 
to  call  apprentice  teachers.  Graduates  of  our  high 
school  have  been  allowed,  under  direction  of  the 
superintendent,  to  enter  at  their  option  the  rooms  of 
our  teachers,  that  they  might  observe  their  methods  of 
management  and  instruction,  and  make  for  themselves 
a trial  of  their  gifts.  We  have  been  highly  gratified 
with  the  results  of  the  experiment.  No  fewer  than 
eleven  or  twelve  of  our  high-school  graduates  have 
gladly  availed  themselves  of  this  opening,  and  have  been 
teaching  in  the  different  grades  of  the  different  schools. 
The  application  of  so  practical  a test  has  made  discovery 
of  good  teachers  for  the  city’s  future  wants,  and  with 
no  expense  to  the  treasury. 

THE  PER-CENT  SYSTEM  OF  RANKING. 

For  several  years  past,  but  noticeably  during  the  last 
twelve-month,  there  has  been  a deepening  impression  in 
the  community,  that  our  present  usage  of  stimulating 
and  ranking  the  pupil  by  a system  of  per-cent  marking 
was  not  an  unmixed  good,  and  needed  modification.  If 
the  practice  reached  no  farther  than  a healthful  stimu- 
lus, or  the  simple  ranking  of  the  pupil,  no  objection 
could  lie  against  it.  But  it  is  a fair  question  whether 
it  does  not  tend  to  degrade  the  whole  subject  of  educa- 
tion, fostering  a practice  of  mere  cramming  with  details, 
rather  than  a broad  culture,  and  a wide,  free  develop- 
ment. If  education  is  the  unfolding  and  harmonious 
development  of  all  the  faculties,  then  it  is  never  an 
end,  but  only  a means  to  an  end , and  that  end  to  give 
the  boy  control  of  himself,  and  so  of  the  material  ele- 
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ments  around  him.  If  we  are  failing  in  this,  it  would 
still  be  clearly  unjust  to  hold  the  per-cent  system,  as  it 
is  called,  solely  responsible.  But  that  its  tendencies  are 
in  this  direction,  that  its  effect  is  to  narrow  the  aim  and 
fetter  the  faculties,  we  think  the  candid  everywhere  see. 
At  all  events,  more  breadth  of  culture  must  be  sought ; 
and  all  educators  must  work  together  to  lift  the  school- 
world  out  of  its  ruts,  and  set  it  on  the  wide  plain  of 
healthful  development. 

INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 

But  is  it  the  duty  of  the  State  to  educate  her  sons  in 
the  industrial  arts  ? Attention  was  invited  to  this  ques- 
tion, it  will  be  remembered,  in  the  report  of  last  year ; 
and  the  clear  and  earnest  language  in  which  it  was  there 
stated  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  The  subject  loses 
none  of  its  importance  as  the  months  go  by,  and  the 
prejudice  grows  that  the  public  schools  are  educating 
our  children  out  of  the  workshop  and  out  of  the  kitchen, 
and  are  degrading  the  practical,  hard-working  New 
England  of  the  fathers  into  a community  of  mere  ladies 
and  gentlemen.  The  evil  is  patent  and  wide-spread  ; 
and  no  better  evidence  of  this  is  needed  than  the  ear- 
nest but  as  yet  blind  struggles  of  the  community  to  be  free 
of  it.  And  yet  it  does  not  seem  just  to  lay  the  blame 
upon  our  schools,  or,  rather,  upon  intellectual  training. 
When  we  find  the  Prussian  sailors  down  in  the  fore- 
castle, studying  conic  sections  and  the  calculus,  or  the 
private  soldier  writing  home  from  the  trenches  an  ac- 
count of  the  battle  in  Sanscrit,  we  cannot  conclude  that 
intellectual  culture  makes  labor  dishonorable,  or  hard- 
ship unwelcome.  That  they  are  not  so,  our  schools 
must  inculcate.  But  that  our  public  training  ought  to 
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go  farther  than  this,  and  teach  the  boy’s  hands  how  to 
win  his  bread,  does  not  seem  so  clear.  Something  must 
be  left  to  private  enterprise ; and  the  State’s  duty  we 
conceive  to  be  to  give  general,  not  specific  training. 
At  least,  if  this  is  to  be  done  at  all,  it  must  be  done 
in  specific  technical  schools,  like  our  State  agricul- 
tural colleges,  and  by  some  sort  of  elective  system. 
There  must  be  some  limit  to  what  the  State  may  be 
asked  to  do ; and  it  hardly  seems  reasonable  that  the 
limit  should  be  so  broad  as  to  include  the  industrial 
training  of  all  her  children.  If  she  give  them  a sound 
but  general  culture,  and  laws  that  encourage  and  foster 
enterprise,  industry,  and  self-respect,  ought  she  not  to 
be  satisfied?  The  subject  has,  however,  been  assigned 
tto  a special  committee  of  the  Board,  and  some  valuable 
contributions  to  the  discussion  of  the  question  have  been 
placed  in  their  hands  ; but  then'  report  has  not  yet  been 
rendered. 


THE  TEACHERS. 

There  have  been  during  the  past  year,  for  various 
reasons,  an  unusual  number  of  changes  in  our  corps  of 
teachers.  In  very  few  instances,  however,  have  the 
Committee  felt  called  upon  to  ask  the  resignation  of  a 
teacher  because  of  unfitness  or  incompetency.  The 
vacancies  made  by  these  resignations  have  been  filled, 
only  after  the  most  careful  examination,  and  out  of 
many  scores  of  applicants.  It  is  our  steady  aim  to 
maintain  within  our  ranks  a high  standard  of  teaching- 
ability.  We  have  no  right  to  claim  that  in  no  case  have 
we  failed ; but  we  may  confidently  express  the  judgment, 
that  our  teachers  deserve  their  position  both  from  their 
capacity  and  their  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  their  work. 
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As  such,  we  commend  them  to  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  parents  and  the  patrons  of  the  schools. 

SUPERVISION. 

The  question  of  the  supervision  of  the  schools  can 
hardly  yet  be  regarded  as  “ out  of  the  region  of  discus- 
sion and  experiment ; ” and  the  relative  position  and 
duties  of  the  superintendent,  masters,  and  teachers,  are 
not  yet  so  clearly  defined  and  conceded  as  to  secure  the 
most  efficient  and  economical  working  to  a common  end 
of  our  entire  force.  As  our  rules  now  stand,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  masters  to  aid  the  subordinate  teachers, 
not  by  personal  supervision  alone,  but  by  entering  them 
rooms  from  time  to  time,  and  in  their  presence  giving 
model  lessons  to  their  pupils.  This  requirement  is  based  * 
on  the  legitimate  assumption  that  the  skill  and  experi- 
ence of  the  master  qualify  him  to  do  this  work,  and 
that  he  can  therefore  in  this  way  most  effectually  sup- 
plement any  possible  teaching  deficiencies  of  his  subor- 
dinates. But  the  soundness  of  this  position  is  not 
everywhere  conceded.  By  a parity  of  reasoning,  it  is 
averred,  the  deficiencies  of  the  subordinate  in  the  im- 
portant matter  of  discipline  must  be  supplemented  in 
the  same  way,  and  the  master  be  called  in  to  settle  cases 
of  disorder,  and  administer  chastisement.  But  this,  it 
is  universally  conceded,  is  destructive  of  the  teacher’s 
authority,  and  spoils  all.  In  the  same  way,  it  is  argued, 
the  teacher’s  influence  with  her  class  as  an  instructor 
receives  a fatal  wound  if  the  master  is  required  to  come 
in  and  show  how  well  he  can  teach,  and  thus  bring  her 
into  damaging  comparison  with  himself.  Children  are 
quick  to  draw  inferences,  and  are  by  no  means  always 
logical  in  doing  it ; and  it  would  seem,  therefore,  that 
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ingenuity  ought  to  devise  some  other  way  for  the  master 
to  give  to  his  subordinate  teacher  the  benefit  of  his  larger 
capacity  than  by  the  use  of  one  which  shall  destroy,  or 
even  endanger,  the  full  confidence  of  her  pupils  in  her 
efficiency.  That  the  master  should  help  her,  be  watch- 
ful to  help  all,  is  a reasonable  demand.  If  in  our 
present  mode  of  doing  it  there  is  danger,  ingenuity 
must  devise  a remedy. 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

For  the  same  reason  there  will  be  no  unnecessary 
interference  with  the  work  of  the  masters  by  the  super- 
intendent. Each  will  respect  the  position  of  the  other, 
and  guard  the  pupils  from  the  evils  of  a divided  loyalty. 
At  the  date  of  our  last  report  our  superintendent  was 
yet  new  to  his  place  among  us,  and  discreetly  refrained 
from  aggressive  changes  in  our  system  and  modes  of 
work.  Criticism  averred  that  his  influence  was  too 
little  felt.  But  the  past  year  has  removed  this  feeling, 
and  the  benefits  of  his  supervision  are  now  most  freely 
admitted.  We  refer  to  his  appended  report  for  a 
review  of  his  work  during  the  year,  and  for  such  sug- 
gestions as  his  experience  of  the  schools  prompts  him 
to  make. 

CONCLUSION. 

On  the  whole,  as  will  appear  from  the  papers  of  spe- 
cial committees,  printed  below,  the  year  has  been  a 
successful  one ; and  while  we  can  distinctly  see  a higher 
goal  at  which  to  aim  in  the  future,  and  discover  evils  or 
obstacles  to  be  removed  or  overcome,  we  are  yet  able  to 
point  with  just  pride  and  satisfaction  to  the  results  that 
have  been  achieved. 
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This  school  was  established  in  the  year  1859,  be- 
cause the  State  law  required  it , and  has  therefore  now 
been  supported  by  the  city  for  nearly  a score  of  years. 
Its  friends  and  foes  should  alike  remember  that  it  is 
free  to  all,  — free  as  the  light  of  the  sun ; and  that  it 
offers  to  every  child  in  the  city  the  same  opportunity 
for  a higher  education.  They  should  also  remember 
that*  this  opportunity  for  fuller  training,  so  far  from 
being  purchased  for  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the 
many,  is  daily  sending  its  powerful  stimulus  down 
through  all  our  school  system.  The  prime  apology  for 
the  existence  of  the  High  School,  and  its  full  justifica- 
tion, will  be  found  in  this  potent  influence  on  our  schools 
of  lower  grade.  These  all  feel  its  spur.  No  child  in 
the  city  can  escape  the  elevating  power  of  the  institu- 
tion, which  is  sometimes  so  mistakenly  branded  as  the 
school  of  the  privileged  few.  All  are  alike  drawn  up 
by  it.  Every  teacher  in  the  city  feels  its  impulse,  and 
through  the  teacher  every  pupil,  — as  notably  the  child 
who  never  reaches  it  as  the  one  who  passes  through  it 
out  into  the  world.  If  we  have  one  best  servant  of 
the  lower  schools  it  is  the  High  School. 
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STATISTICS. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  on  this 
school  the  last  year  was  276  (15  more  than  the  year 
previous),  of  whom  131  were  girls  and  145  boys.  Of 
these,  61  were  in  the  college  course,  31  in  the  mer- 
cantile, and  184  in  the  general.  The  average  daily 
attendance  was  241  ; the  comparison  in  this  particular 
being  slightly  in  favor  of  the  boys,  their  average 
amounting  to  127,  while  that  of  the  girls  was  114. 
This  is  an  average  daily  attendance  of  94  per  cent, 
which  is  an  improvement  on  former  years.  The  classes 
contained  the  following  numbers  : I.,  30  regular  and  7 
special;  II.,  53  regular  and  5 special;  III.,  52  regular 
and  11  special;  IV.,  97  regular  and  11  special;  to 
which  must  be  added  10  special  students  not  classed. 
The  average  age  of  the  pupils  would  seem  to  be  gradu- 
ally rising ; that  of  the  fourth  or  lowest  class  being 
15 1 years  ; of  the  third  class,  16  J years  ; of  the  second, 
17;  and  of  the  first,  17J  years;  showing  that  the 
raised  standard  for  admission  to  the  school  has  raised 
the  average  age  of  the  entering  class.  Of  the  whole 
number  of  pupils  enrolled,  233  were  in  the  regular 
courses,  and  44  were  special  students,  19  more  than  the 
year  previous. 


SPECIAL  STUDENTS. 

As  in  former  years,  so  now,  some  of  these  special 
students  were  persons  who  had  passed  the  ordinary  school 
age ; and  the  studies  pursued  by  them  embraced  all  the 
principal  topics  taught  in  the  institution.  Drawing, 
philosophy,  chemistry,  botany,  book-keeping,  the  mod- 
ern languages  and  Latin,  at  the  option  of  the  pupils  or 
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their  guardians,  have  all  been  taught  to  these  special 
students  during  the  year.  The  school  still  continues  to 
welcome  to  its  privileges  those  also  who  have  completed 
their  course  at  the  institution,  and  received  their  diplo- 
mas, — pupils  who  linger  behind  for  the  further  study  of 
some  department  of  special  interest  to  them  or  their 
parents.  The  branches  thus  studied  are  more  com- 
monly the  natural  sciences  and  the  modern  languages. 
This  feature  of  the  school  is  an  interesting  one,  and,  to 
a limited  number  who  have  gladly  availed  themselves  of 
its  advantages,  it  continues  to  be  welcome  and  useful ; 
but  in  its  practical  working  it  proves  to  be  not  an 
unmingled  good.  The  number  who  avail  themselves  of 
its  help,  compared  with  the  whole  number  of  the  school, 
is  so  small,  that  it  becomes  questionable  whether  the 
good  received  by  the  beneficiaries  of  the  system  is  great 
enough  to  compensate  for  the  evils  it  brings  with  it. 
The  greater  freedom  enjoyed  by  these  special  students, 
and  the  contrast  in  this  respect  between  themselves  and 
the  regular  pupils  of  the  school,  cannot  but  introduce 
an  element  of  disorder  affecting  the  discipline  of  the 
whole  body.  As  they  are  allowed  to  come  and  go  very 
much  at  their  own  option,  and  are  also,  in  some  other 
respects,  superior  to  the  stricter  rules  of  the  school,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  see  that  there  is  here  a demoralizing 
agency  that  needs  at  least  to  be  carefully  watched. 
The  “ special  ” reasons  producing  this  class  of  pupils 
differ  widely  in  different  cases ; and,  if  the  system  is  to 
be  continued,  — for  which  its  obvious  and  great  advan- 
tages would  plead,  — there  must  be  devised  some  practi- 
cal test  that  will  discriminate  between  the  true  and  the 
false , opening  the  doors  of  the  school  to  those  who 
would  enter  it  for  study,  and  who  are  willing  to  submit 
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to  its  discipline,  and  closing  them  to  those  who  would 
seek  it  for  whatever  other  reasons.  No  violent  changes 
should  be  made ; but  the  matter  deserves  the  attention 
of  those  who  have  the  interest  of  the  school  at  heart. 

LAST  GRADUATING  CLASS. 

Of  the  class  who  graduated  in  June  last,  27  took  the 
full  course  of  four  years,  and  the  remaining  9,  a three- 
years’  course.  Of  these,  16  have  gone  from  us  to  higher 
schools  and  colleges,  and  others  may  follow  them  at  a 
later  date.  Seven  have  entered  at  Harvard,  and  one  each 
at  Amherst,  Brown,  Colby,  Wellesley,  and  West  Point; 
while  two  have  entered  Smith  College,  Northampton,  and 
two  the  Massachusetts  School  of  Technology.  In  the 
examinations  preliminary  to  entering  these  institutions, 
our  pupils  have  sustained  the  previous  reputation  of  our 
school  for  full  and  thorough  preparation,  ten  of  them 
having  been  matriculated  without  any  conditions,  — with 
honors  some  of  them,  — while  the  remainder  were  con- 
ditioned but  slightly.  One  of  these  young  gentlemen 
was  awarded  the  prize  at  Brown  University  for  excel- 
lence in  the  Greek  language,  — an  achievement  on 
which  we  would  congratulate  him  and  his  teachers,  but 
for  which  the  Providence  schools  will  not  soon  forgive 
us,  since  these  prizes  have  long  been  regarded  as  their 
peculiar  prerogative,  and  have  very  rarely  gone  out  of 
the  city  of  Providence.  Two  others  received  each  the 
Lee  prize  at  Harvard,  for  reading  English,  — an  event 
of  special  interest  to  the  friends  and  patrons  of  our 
school,  inasmuch  as  we  have  been  painfully  conscious 
heretofore  of  our  deficiencies  in  this  regard,  and  have 
made  special  efforts  throughout  all  our  schools  for  its 
correction.  A fourth  member  of  this  class  has  received 
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the  nomination  to  the  vacant  cadetship  at  West  Point, 
due  this  year  to  this  congressional  district.  This  is  the 
more  noteworthy  from  the  fact  that  our  school  was  simi- 
larly complimented  three  years  ago ; the  sharply  con- 
tested prize  having  at  that  time  been  awarded  to  young 
Noyes  of  our  city  and  school.  A year  later,  after  a simi- 
lar examination,  young  Richardson,  one  of  our  graduat- 
ing class,  bore  away  from  many  competitors  the  coveted 
honor  of  a cadetship  in  the  United-States  Naval  Acad- 
emy at  Annapolis.  As  our  present  worthy  representa- 
tive in  Congress  chances  to  live  hard  by  the  school  from 
which  both  these  last  successful  candidates  had  been 
taken,  he  sought  to  relieve  himself  from  the  possible 
charge  of  favoritism  in  filling  the  vacancy  this  year  by 
laying  the  responsibility  of  selection  upon  a board  of 
examiners  chosen  from  without  the  bounds  of  our  city. 
When,  after  a severe  examination,  a name  w^as  selected 
by  this  commission  out  of  twelve  competitors,  our  rep- 
resentative was  greatly  relieved  to  find  that  the  success- 
ful candidate  belonged  in  the  town  of  Brookline.  His 
Honor’s  dilemma,  however,  returned  upon  him  when  he 
learned,  on  inquiry,  that  the  successful  applicant  was 
again  from  our  school,  though  his  home  was  just  with- 
out our  city  limits. 


CLASS  OF  1877. 

We  feel  justified  also  in  congratulating  the  citizens  of 
Newton  on  the  standing  at  Harvard  of  our  pupils  who 
left  us  a year  ago.  As  the  result  of  their  first  year’s 
study  in  that  university,  the  rank-list  shows  that  four 
of  the  seven  who  then  left  us  stand  among  the  first 
tenth  in  a class  of  239  ; while  one  of  them,  if  he  does 
not  actually  lead  his  class,  would  seem  to  stand  near 
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enough  to  the  head  to  stimulate  the  best  endeavors  of 
the  foremost.  This  boasting  on  the  part  of  your  Com- 
mittee, if  such  it  appear,  is  justifiable  only  as  an  argu- 
ment with  those  of  our  citizens  who  would  depreciate 
our  school,  or  question  the  strength  of  its  principal 
or  his  associates. 

GRADUATING  EXERCISES. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  the  class,  w'hich  took 
place  at  the  school-building  in  June,  were  highly  en- 
joyed by  a large  and  cultivated  audience.  It  is  only 
just  to  say  that  they  fell  no  whit  below  the  high  stand- 
ard which  had  already  been  established  by  their  prede- 
cessors. Nor  do  we  disparage  former  classes  when  we  say 
that,  in  elocution,  there  was  an  improvement  on  former 
years ; while  the  essays  pronounced  on  the  occasion  dis- 
closed a smoothness  and  strength  of  composition,  a 
felicity  of  expression,  and  a maturity  of  thought,  highly 
creditable  to  the  pupils  and  the  school.  We  hope  a 
critical  but  favoring  public  will  second  the  efforts  of  the 
Board  and  its  teachers  still  further  to  advance  the 
standard  of  excellence  in  purity  of  English  and  force  of 
utterance  aimed  at  in  all  our  endeavors. 

HIGHER  TRAINING  OF  GIRLS. 

The  Committee  have  watched  with  profound  interest 
the  earnest  discussion,  by  the  friends  of  education,  of 
the  question  of  the  higher  intellectual  training  of  our 
daughters.  Some  among  us,  and  keen  observers  at  home 
and  abroad,  continue  to  look  with  alarm  upon  the  exact- 
ing demands  made  upon  the  nervous  system  of  our  girls 
as  hazarding,  if  not  insuring,  premature  exhaustion  and 
physical  decay,  calamitous  to  them,  and  monitory  of  the 
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gravest  evils  to  posterity.  We  share  in  these  fears  ; but 
only  so  far  as  to  urge  on  parents  and  teachers  the  duty 
of  watchfulness  to  detect  the  first  'symptoms  of  nervous 
overstraining,  and  at  once  to  apply  the  remedy  of  needed 
rest.  If  this  be  done,  we  see  no  reason  why  the  female 
brain  may  not  be  safely  tasked  and  urged  to  the  same 
degree  as  the  boy’s,  and  by  the  stimulus  of  the  same 
studies  as  are  assigned  to  him.  We  are  gratified  to 
report,  therefore,  that  the  higher  pursuits  of  the  boys 
continue  to  be  shared  by  the  girls ; and  with  the  doors 
of  Vassar  and  Wellesley  and  Smith,  and  the  Boston 
University,  open  before  our  daughters,  we  are  glad  to  see 
them  preparing  for  the  same  severe  training  and  curri- 
culum at  college  as  are  offered  to  then’  brothers.  We 
have  pupils  at  Smith  and  in  each  of  the  classes  at 
Wellesley ; so  that  one  of  them  will  stand  enrolled  in 
the  class  first  graduating  next  spring  at  that  institution. 

PHYSICAL  CULTURE. 

The  military  drill,  first  reported  a year  ago  as  having 
been  introduced  into  the  school,  has  continued  to  justify 
the  expectations  of  its  ardent  friends.  It  is  no  longer 
an  experiment ; and  we  are  already  able,  from  our  expe- 
rience, to  add  ours  to  the  emphatic  testimony  of  the 
Boston  schools,  — that  in  the  much  needed  physical 
training  of  our  boys,  and  the  discipline  of  the  school,  it 
is  an  efficient  agent.  Lieut.  Carter  of  the  United-States 
army  still  remains  in  charge  of  this  department. 

The  Committee  regret,  that,  in  this  matter  of  physical 
culture,  they  have  been  unable  to  place  the  girls  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  boys,  their  funds  not  allowing 
the  appointment  of  a special  teacher  of  calisthenics. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a wiser  economy  will  correct  this 
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mistake  another  year,  and  that  the  small  sum  of  $200 
needed  for  this-  purpose  will  not  be  withheld  by  our  * 
City  Council.1  The  department,  since  the  beginning  of 
the  present  year,  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Miss  M. 

A.  Smith,  an  efficient  teacher,  who  has  secured  a good 
degree  of  success,  but  who  feels  that  in  consequence  of 
her  other  engagements,  she  has  nqt  had  time  to  give 
to  the  department  that  attention  which  would  secure  the 
full  results  reasonably  demanded  of  a special  teacher  of 
the  system. 


PROPOSED  RE-ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL. 

Our  school  labors  under  the  grave  disadvantage  of 
uniting  in  one  the  incongruous  elements  of  both  a 
preparatory  and  a finishing  school.  This  of  necessity 
greatly  complicates  our  system,  crowds  our  programme 
with  a multiplicity  of  topics,  and  distracts  the  attention 
of  teachers  and  pupils.  This  cannot  at  present  be 
changed ; for  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  our  city 
to  support  a distinctly  classical  and  preparatory  school : 
it  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  when  comparisons 
are  made  between  the  Newton  school  and  those  of  the 
neighboring  metropolis.  The  question  has  indeed  been 
raised  during  the  past  year,  whether  the  time  has  not 
arrived  for  a re-organization  of  the  school,  involving 
important  changes ; whether  our  bark  is  not  sailing- 
somewhat  heavily,  because  of  certain  barnacles  which 
in  the  process  of  years  have  fastened  themselves  to  her 
sides  and  keel.  W e point  not  to  efforts  and  aims,  but 
to  methods  only.  It  is  urged  that  fewer  topics  should 
be  pursued  contemporaneously,  in  order  that  each  pupil 
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on  each  succeeding  day  should  come  before  his  teachers 
with  a recitation  in  each  of  the  topics  pursued  by  him, 
instead  of  three  or  four  times  a week,  as  at  present. 
The  proposition  has  not  yet  come  formally  before  the 
Committee ; but,  as  it  is  the  suggestion  of  our  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  it  is  entitled  to  their  respectful  con- 
sideration, and  will  no  doubt  receive  it,  especially  as  we 
shall  secure  by  the  change,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
superintendent,  economy  of  time,  labor,  and  money.  In 
the  opinion  of  many  thoughtful  minds  our  preparatory 
schools  are  suffering,  not  so  much  from  overwork,  as 
from  misplaced  and  wasted  work.  If,  therefore,  any 
thing  can  be  gained  in  time  or  labor  by  the  change 
here  suggested,  the  Board  will  be  prompt  to  adopt  it, 
and  the  teachers  will  as  certainly  welcome  it.  It  is 
pertinent  to  remark,  however,  that  this  would  only  be 
a return  to  the  system  abandoned  by  us  a few  years  ago, 
and,  as  it  was  then  supposed,  for  valid  reasons. 

The  Committee  have  to  report  the  following  changes 
in  our  corps  of  teachers.  Miss  M.  Isabel  Hanson,  who 
has  so  long  been  one  of  our  honored  assistants,  found 
herself  unable  from  physical  exhaustion  to  continue 
her  work,  and  tendered  her  resignation.  This,  however, 
was  not  accepted  by  the  Board ; but  a release  of  a year 
for  rest  and  foreign  travel  was  voted  her  instead,  hoping 
that  her  valuable  services,  enhanced  by  this  opportunity 
for  observation  and  study  abroad,  might  thus  be  retained 
to  the  school.  The  vacancy  thus  made  is  filled  for  the 
year  by  Mr.  S.  Warren  Davis,  recently  tutor  at  Burlington 
University,  who  has  entered  earnestly  and  efficiently  upon 
his  work.  Miss  L.  A.  Dennison  resigned  at  the  close  of 
the  school-year  in  June  ; and  her  place  has  been  filled  by 
the  transfer  to  it  of  Miss  M.  A.  Smith,  so  long  the  sue- 
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cessful  head  assistant  of  the  Adams  School.  Mr.  Thomas 
B.  Lindsay  at  the  same  time  also  resigned  his  position 
as  assistant,  that  he  might  accept  an  assistant  professor- 
ship of  Latin  offered  to  him  by  the  corporation  of  the 
Boston  University.  His  place  has  been  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Miss  M.  E.  Foote,  who  has  won  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a teacher  by  years  of  successful 
labor,  and  who,  we  trust,  Will  prove  herself  Professor 
Lindsay’s  worthy  successor.  The  other  teachers  retain 
the  positions  filled  by  them  for  years  past ; and,  as  we 
have  seen,  “ their  works  do  praise  them.”  The  capacity 
and  energy  of  our  accomplished  principal  have  been 
well  supplemented  by  his  associate  teachers ; and  we 
think  we  may  demand  for  them  as  a body  the  hearty 
approbation  of  our  fellow-citizens  for  a faithfulness  and 
zeal  in  their  work  bold  enough  for  any  endeavor,  and 
shrinking  from  no  task ; for  a cheerful  activity,  pluck, 
and  endurance  utterly  at  variance  with  a mere  perfunc- 
tory holding  of  place,  and  born  only  of  a love  of  teach- 
ing that  survives  obloquy,  and  defies  defeat.  If  any  of 
them  be  conscious  that  such  praise  has  not  yet  been 
deserved,  we  confidently  call  upon  them  not  to  shame  us 
in  our  boasting,  but,  by  their  increased  zeal,  to  more 
than  make  it  good. 

With  the  aim  of  securing  the  more  effective  super- 
vision of  the  school,  the  different  departments  were 
again  this  year  given  into  the  hands  of  the  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  ; and  from  their  reports  we  make 
the  extracts  below. 

MATHEMATICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  teachers  in  mathematics  in  the  High  School  have 
a well-established  reputation  for  thorough  and  practical 
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teaching ; and,  from  such  examination  as  I have  been 
able  to  give,  I most  cheerfully  accord  to,  them  well- 
deserved  commendation. 

They  are  wide-awake,  practical,  and  fully  equipped 
in  all  the  collateral  information  requisite  for  a full  and 
complete  presentation  and  exemplification  of  the  subject 
in  hand ; while  the  classes  as  a wdiole  have  appeared 
interested,  with  their  minds  open  for  the  reception  of 
such  truths  as  might  be  presented  by  the  teacher.  Such 
conditions  being  accorded,  we  naturally  expect  most 
excellent  results,  and  such  I have  found  in  general. 

The  chief  criticism  I would  make  (and  it  applies  to 
all  schools)  is,  that  there  is  too  much  teaching  and  too 
little  study.  In  my  judgment,  this  is  one  of  the  chief 
defects  of  the  schools  of  to-day ; and  the  same  defect 
is  found  in  all  departments  of  life, — relying  too  much  on 
outside  help,  too  willing  to  be  aided  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  any  task,  too  little  working  out  of  one’s  own 
salvation,  either  intellectually  or  morally.  Is  there  not 
too  little  of  the  persistency  that  would  prompt  the  burn- 
* ing  of  the  midnight  oil  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  or 
the  search  for  truth  ? I fail  to  find  among  pupils  of 
to-day  enough  of  that  spirit  which  used  to  prompt  the 
girls  and  boys  of  our  country  districts  to  beg  the  privi- 
lege of  an  evening’s  study  with  the  master  in  solving 
the  intricate  problems  in  arithmetic,  or  in  the  exercise  .of 
44  parsing,”  — an  exercise  now  nearly  obsolete,  yet  valua- 
ble still  as  an  aid  in  understanding  many  passages  in 
Pope’s  44  Essay  on  Man,”  or  Milton  s 44  Paradise  Lost.” 

Thdse  remarks  are  not  called  out  by  any  special  tame- 
ness or  listlessness  on  the  part  of  pupils  in  the  mathe- 
matical department  of  the  High  School,  but  from  general 
observation  in  all  schools. 
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Another  suggestion  I would  make,  and  ’tis  this, — 
that  a closer  connection  would  seem  desirable,  if  not 
indispensable,  between  the  grammar  and  high  school  by 
a thorough  and  complete  review  of  the  studies  gone  over 
in  the  latter  years  of  the  grammar-school  course,  where 
the  work  has  been  necessarily  the  gathering  of  facts, 
— a drinking-in  process,  so  to  speak,  with  little  elabo- 
ration. This,  perhaps,  is  well ; for  the  reasoning  faculties 
are  among  the  later  developments  of  the  mind,  and 
come  into  play  only  in  the  later  school-years. 

Our  natural  food,  unless  fully  digested  and  assimilated, 
not  only  does  not  nourish  and  develop  the  body,  but  is 
a positive  injury : so  with  mental  food  ; it  must  be 
elaborated  and  assimilated  before  there  can  be  mental 
growth.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  science  of  num- 
bers, the  manipulations  of  which  have  been  learned  in 
the  grammar  schools,  while  the  philosophy  remains  an 
unknown  quantity. 

With  these  few  suggestions,  which  I will  not  further 
attempt  to  follow  out,  I most  cheerfully  accord  to  the 
teachers  and  pupils  in  the  mathematical  department  my 
satisfaction  with  their  large  measure  of  success. 

GEORGE  E.  ALLEN. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  BELLES-LETTRES. 

The  examiner  in  this  department  reports  a very 
marked  improvement  in  the  studies  of  English  litera- 
ture, history,  and  elocution.  In  the  latter  branch  the 
best  evidence  of  this  improvement  was  given  in  the 
reading  of  the  graduating-essays,  and  in  the  declama- 
tions by  the  class. 

There  was  a precision  and  distinctness  of  enunciation 
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that  charmed  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  listening, 
and  made  the  performances  of  this  character  more 
pleasing  than  those  of  former  years. 

The  adoption  of  Abbot’s  “ How  to  Write  Clearly,” 
in  place  of  44  Parker’s  Aids,”  has  given  a new  interest 
to  composition-writing  and  to  the  study  of  rhetoric  in 
general.  The  reading  of  standard  authors,  as  hereto- 
fore, has  gone  on  with  a careful  drill  in  the  analysis  of 
style,  figures  of  speech,  contemporaneous  history,  and 
usages ; so  that  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
the  pupils  thoroughly  comprehend  the  specimens  of 
standard  literature  the  time  permits  to  be  taken  up. 

The  examiner  again  complains  of  the  meagreness  of 
the  historical  course,  but  supposes  it  impossible  to 
extend  it  much,  owing  to  the  press  of  other  studies 
and  the  limitless  field  of  investigation  which  the  study 
of  history  presents. 

All  we  can  hope  to  do  is  to  give  some  outline  of  the 
leading  events  of  history,  and  then  expect  the  pupils  to 
fill  up  the  outline  by  more  extended  reading  in  the 
future. 

The  examiner  highly  commends  the  fidelity  of  the 
teachers  in  the  branches  of  this  department,  and 
believes  they  have  done  all  they  can  to  secure  the 
advancement  of  their  pupils. 

GEO.  W.  SHINN. 

THE  CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

In  the  administration  of  the  system  of  instruction  in 
this  department  during  the  past  year  there  have  been 
no  changes  that  radically  affect  its  character.  The 
same  general  course  has  been  pursued  as  during  the 
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preceding  year,  and  the  same  gratifying  success  has 
attended  the  labors  of  teachers  and  pupils.  The  usual 
amount  of  work  has  been  done,  and  with  the  usual 
thoroughness,  with  the  same  skill  that  has  given  our 
school  its  well-deserved  and  honorable  reputation  at 
home  and  abroad.  An  enlightened  zeal  for  their  work, 
stimulated  by  the  consciousness  that  a watchful  and 
intelligent  public  stand  ready  to  approve  or  censure, 
and  sustained  by  other  and  far  higher  motives,  has 
saved  our  teachers  from  a mere  methodical  discharge^ 
of  their  daily  tasks.  It  has  lifted  them  above  that  dull 
routine  of  monotony  by  which  professional  teachers 
sometimes  expect  by  so  many  turns  of  the  crank 
to  transform  the  boy,  listless  or  lazy,  into  the  finished 
athlete,  ripe  for  the  prizes  of  life  or  the  nearer  honors 
of  the  university.  This  department  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated that  its  teachers  are  not  mere  locum  tenentes , but 
intelligent  and  interested  educators.  Of  their  zeal  and 
capacity  we  have  elsewhere  spoken,  and  pointed  with 
definiteness  to  the  good  fruit  these  have  borne. 

In  our  method  of  teaching  the  classical  languages  a 
modification  has  recently  been  introduced  into  the  school, 
wiiich  demands  notice  in  this  report.  The  patent  fact 
that  so  many  have  been  unable  to  read  at  sight  a page 
of  a Latin  or  Greek  author,  even  after  they  have  com- 
pleted their  high-school  and  collegiate  training,  has 
been  an  argument  against  the  study,  as  a waste  of  time, 
which  its  friends  have  not  found  it  quite  easy  to  answer. 
It  has  raised  the  question  whether  too  much  time  has 
not  been  spent  on  mere  grammatical  analysis,  and  too 
little  on  learning  to  read  the  language , as  an  English- 
man would  learn  to  read  French  or  German.  Gram- 
matical analysis  certainly  is  not  mere  44  scholastic  rub- 
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bish ; ” neither  is  it,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  aimed  at 
as  an  end : it  is  rather  a means  to  an  end,  and  that  end 
reading , — putting  the  student  into  intelligent  commu- 
nication with  his  author.  This  is  what  is  aimed  at  in 
the  modification  alluded  to.  The  members  of  the 
senior  class  are  required  to  test  their  ability  to  read 
Latin  and  Greek  at  sight.  An  exercise  of  this  kind  is 
demanded  of  them  once  a week.  The  book  is  put  into 
their  hands  after  they  have  taken  their  seats  for  reci- 
tation ; and  they  are  required,  without  previous  special 
preparation,  without  knowing,  indeed,  from  what  they 
are  to  read,  and  without  the  aid  of  dictionary  or  gram- 
mar, to  render  into  English  the  sentences  before  them. 
The  plan  is  working  well,  and  cannot  fail  to  secure  the 
best  results. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  work  of  this  department, 
principal  Waterhouse  has  been  assisted  by  Mr.  Kent, 
Miss  Spear,  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Lindsay,  and,  since  the  res- 
ignation of  the  last-named,  by  Mr.  Davis : upon  Mr. 
Davis  has  devolved,  in  part,  the  instruction  of  the  first 
and  fourth  classes  in  Greek  and  Latin. 

The  friends  and  patrons  of  the  school  are  aware,  to 
some  extent  at  least,  of  the  important  changes  that  have 
recently  taken  place  in  the  requisitions  for  entrance  to 
our  higher  institutions  of  learning.  The  undersigned 
has  more  than  once  called  attention  to  these  changes, 
and  to  their  important  bearing  on  our  preparatory  school. 
It  seems  necessary  still  further  to  do  this  at  the  present 
time,  in  order  that  parents  who  design  to  place  their 
children  at  college  may  better  appreciate  the  true  con- 
dition of  things,  better  understand  the  task  imposed 
upon  our  teachers,  and  the  neccesitv  for  hard  wrork  on 
the  part  of  pupils.  They  should  understand,  that  if  the 


HIGH  SCHOOL . 


37 


teacher’s  demands  are  more  exacting,  if  the  lessons  are 
more  numerous  or  more  difficult,  it  is  because  without 
this  added  labor,  the  goal  they  seek  for  their  children, 
college  matriculation,  cannot  be  reached.  The  standard 
of  admission  to  these  higher  schools — wisely  or  unwisely 
is  not  here  discussed  — has  been  essentially  raised  ; and 
though  that  standard  is  not  uniform  in  all  our  New- 
England  colleges,  yet  in  them  all  much  more  is  demanded 
now  than  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago.  In  Harvard, 
for  example,  not  only  has  there  been  a marked  increase 
in  the  amount  demanded  of  Latin,  ancient  history, 
geography,  algebra,  and  grammar ; but  French  is  now 
required  (to  be  read  at  sight),  English  composition,  phys- 
ical geography,  and  natural  science.  The  examina- 
tions embrace  sixteen  subjects,  occupy  nearly  three  days, 
and  are  conducted  wholly  in  writing.  They  are  no 
child’s  play,  but  demand  solid  work.  That  in  English 
composition,  for  example,  requires  the  writing,  on  an 
assigned  theme,  of  66  a piece  of  English  correct  in  spell- 
ing, punctuation,  grammar,  division  by  paragraphs,  and 
expression.”  And  no  less  practical  and  severe  is  the 
test  applied  to  the  fifteen  other  subjects  required. 

This  sketch  by  no  means  tells  the  whole  truth : it 
does  but  suggest  it.  But,  brief  and  imperfect  as  it  is, 
it  furnishes  a sufficient  answer  to  the  question,  44  Why 
is  a four-years’  course  in  the  High  School  necessary  ? ” 
When  these  four  years  are  reduced  to  school-hours,  and 
from  these  hours  is  deducted  the  time  given  to  music, 
drawing,  and  physical  culture,  there  remain  some  three 
hundred  and  thirty-six  days  of  ten  hours  each,  in  which 
the  whole  work  is  expected  to  be  done.  Such  is  the 
task  we  are  at  present  imposing  upon  our  teachers  and 
their  pupils.  It  is  not  necessary  that  our  children 
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should  enter  college.  That  question  must  be  settled  in 
each  case  on  its  own  merits.  But  if  they  are  to  enter 
ought  we  not  to  give  them  time  for  the  necessary  prep- 
aration \ 

Our  question  gains  significance  from  the  demand  now 
made  for  a better  acquaintance  with  English  as  a condi- 
tion of  entering  our  higher  schools.  The  college  has 
often  been  charged,  and  with  reason,  with  graduating 
men  who,  however  much  they  might  know  of  Greek 
and  Latin,  did  not  know  how  to  use  their  own  language. 
Five  years  ago  Harvard  University  practically  admitted 
her  obligation  to  do  what  she  could  to  remove  this 
reproach,  and  in  the  published  catalogue  of  that  year 
demanded  for  the  first  time  the  examination  in  English 
above  referred  to.  Other  colleges  have  felt  the  stimu- 
lus, and  are  making  the  same  demand,  in  kind  at  least, 
if  not  in  degree.  Every  sensible  man  must  feel  that 
this  is  an  advance  in  the  right  direction.  Let  us  have 
Latin  and  Greek  grammar,  if  we  can,  with  all  their 
philosophical  intricacies,  — the  oratio  obliqua , and  the 
“ more  and  less  vivids.”  But  we  may  buy  these  at  too 
high  a price.  And  this  we  certainly  shall  do,  and  jus- 
tify all  that  has  been  said  against  “ scholastic  rubbish,” 
if  we  send  our  pupils  to  college,  or  even  out  of  college 
into  life,  without  their  being  able  to  read  or  write  cor- 
rectly a page  of  English.  Not  the  classics  instead  of 
English,  but  the  classics  for  English,  is  the  creed  of  this 
department  of  our  school. 

AMOS  E.  LAWRENCE. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  SCIENCES. 

The  studies  embraced  in  this  department,  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Sampson  during  the  past  year,  were  : — 
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Ph}Tsics,  in  three  divisions,  with  83  pupils. 

Botany,  in  three  divisions,  with  56  pupils.  % 

Chemistry,  in  two  divisions,  with  28  pupils. 

Astronomy,  ill  two  divisions,  with  25  pupils. 

Book-keeping,  in  one  division,  with  16  pupils. 

Politics  for  }’Oung  men,  in  one  division,  with  9 pupils. 

The  labors  of  Mr.  Sampson  have  been  constant  and 
faithful  in  his  department,  and  he  has,  in  addition,  de- 
voted much  time,  in  and  out  of  school  hours,  to  the 
records  and  statistics  of  the  whole  school. 

The  method  of  examination  was  the  same  as  last  year ; 
each  pupil  being  called  upon,  without  previous  notice, 
to  state  and  discuss  subjects  connected  with  the  study 
under  consideration. 

The  result  of  the  examination,  although  not  equal  in 
excellence  to  that  of  last  year,  wras  generally  satisfactory ; 
the  class  in  physics  (the  largest,  and  pursuing  the 
most  important  study)  appearing  best,  after  which,  in 
the  order  of  merit,  were  the  classes  in  book-keeping, 
politics,  botany,  chemistry,  and  astronomy. 

The  unfavorable  result  of  this  year  as  compared  with 
that  of  last  is  to  be  attributed  chiefly  to  the  endeavor 
to  occupy  too  much  ground  (which  hi  education  as  in 
farming  is  unwise  and  unthrifty)  and  to  the  lowering  of 
the  standard  of  admission. 

Our  High  School,  from  its  excellence  and  high  repu- 
tation, is  in  great  danger  of  suffering  from  the  latter  evil. 
All  of  a suitable  age  in  our  own  city,  and  many  from 
neighboring  cities  and  towns,  wish  to  enjoy  its  advan- 
tages at  once,  and  press  for  admission,  whether  properly 
prepared  for  it  or  not. 

That  this  is  an  evil  which  needs  to  be  guarded  against 
will  be  seen  from  the  experience  of  a year  or  two  past. 
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Of  84  who  were  admitted  last  year,  19  fell  below  an 
average  of  60  in  their  previous  examinations,  with  the 
result  of  poor  recitations  during  the  year,  and  of  dis- 
appointment and  mortification  to  themselves  in  most 
instances,  and  of  injury  to  their  classes  and  the  school. 
Is  there  not  reason  to  fear  that  the  large  number  of  the 
entering  class  of  this  year  (more  than  100),  and  the  low 
averages  shown  by  some  of  them,  indicate  that  the  evil 
in  question  is  not  decreasing,  and  needs  guarding  against 
more  rigidly  I 

Inasmuch  as  a large  majority  of  those  who  enter  the 
High  School  finish  their  »school  education  when  they 
leave  it,  it  would  seem  highly  desirable  that  the  instruc- 
tion given  and  acquired  should  be  largely  practical,  and 
likely  to  be  useful  in  after-life,  leaving  the  pursuit  of 
abstruse  speculations  and  theories  to  those  who  have  time 
and  taste  for  more  extended  researches.  This  remark 
applies  more  particularly  to  those  studies  which  may  be 
called  ornamental,  and  which  were  never  pursued  in  our 
common  schools  until  lately. 

Thus  in  botany,  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  well  if  every 
pupil  knew  the  name  and  nature  of  every  flower  in  the 
world  and  the  meaning  of  all  the  hard  words  used  in 
describing  it ; but  a great  majority  of  them  would  be 
much  more  benefited  by  knowing  the  name  and  charac- 
teristics of  growth,  and  uses,  of  the  forty  varieties  of 
trees  which  they  pass  in  their  daily  walk  to  school. 

In  astronomy,  parallax,  spectra  and  nebulae  theories 
may  safely  be  left  to  scientists  ; but  no  pupil  should 
leave  our  High  School  without  knowing  the  north  star, 
the  method  of  finding  it,  and  its  uses,  the  planets,  the 
larger  fixed  stars,  the  signs  of  the  zodiac,  and  the  more 
important  constellations.  These  are  constantly  before 
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them,  asking  for  recognition,  and,  when  once  known  are 
ever  after  valued  as  friends,  and  give  as  constant  pleas- 
ure as  friendly  intercourse  with  neighbors  and  acquaint- 
ances. 

In  drawing,  it  is  w^eli  to  be  able  to  design  a pat- 
tern for  embroidery  or  a wall-paper,  or  to  copy  from 
a model  or  painting  on  one’s  desk,  but  far  better  to  be 
able  to  make  a fair  representation  of  a tree,  an  animal, 
a landscape,  or  other  object,  as  it  exists  in  nature.  The 
power  to  do  the  former  may  be  pleasing,  and  perhaps 
may  give  a livelihood  to  a few ; but  to  be  able  to  do  the 
latter,  even  in  a moderate  degree,  would  be  a source  of 
pleasure  to  all,  as  varied  as  the  objects  of  sight,  and  as 
lasting  as  life. 

In  like  manner,  practical  every-day  knowledge  should 
be  drawn  from  the  study  of  chemistry,  of  physics,  and,  in 
fact,  from  every  department  of  science  or  literature  taught 
in  our  schools,  by  the  young  men  and  women  so  soon  to 
be  thrown  upon  their  own  resources  in  the  battle  of  life, 
leaving  the  abstruse  and  merely  speculative  or  theo- 
retical subjects  and  lines  of  thought  to  other  institu- 
tions and  more  advanced  pupils.  In  this  way  only,  can 
the  disatfection  which  is  apparent  and  often  expressed, 
not  only  in  other  and  distant  communities,  but  here  in 
our  midst,  regarding  our  common  schools,  and  more 
emphatically  regarding  our  High  School,  be  successfully 
counteracted,  and  the  lavish  outlay  of  the  money  of  a 
tax-burdened  people  be  justified. 

H.  S.  NOYES. 

THE  MERCANTILE  DEPARTMENT. 

In  the  division  of  departments  in  the  High  School  for 
personal  supervision  the  past  year,  the  mercantile  course 
has  fallen  to  the  undersigned. 
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Every  succeeding  year  has  justified  the  wisdom  of  its 
establishment.  Pupils  that  would  otherwise  leave  the 
school  in  a year  or  two  remain  through  the  whole 
course  to  avail  themselves  of  its  opportunities.  It  is 
meeting  with  the  hearty  appreciation  of  the  parents  of 
young  men  who  are  not  anticipating  a college  or  profes- 
sional training  ; and  we  are  still  receiving  requests  from 
neighboring  towns  for  our  reports  setting  forth  its  plan 
and  success.  Every  year  improvements  are  made  in  its 
working,  as  its  object  and  requisitions  become  better 
understood  by  our  teachers.  The  course  is  popular  with 
the  pupils.  In  1877-78  there  were  thirty-one  enrolled 
in  this  course  ; in  1878-79,  thirty-five.  Before  the  pres- 
ent term  closes  there  will  probably  be  forty  scholars  in 
this  department. 

Last  year,  with  much  reluctance,  we  gave  up  the  famil- 
iar lectures  upon  political  economy,  and  practical  topics 
relating  to  business  modes  and  morals,  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  in  securing  time,  with  the  pressure  of  other 
studies.  We  hope,  this  year,  to  renew  this  important 
branch  of  practical  education,  and  to  secure  lectures 
upon  vital  topics  of  economy,  civil  service,  currency, 
finance,  and  the  elements  of  a noble  and  virtuous  charac- 
ter : certainly  the  public  school  should  be  the  nursery  of 
intelligence,  patriotism,  honesty,  and  purity.  Nothing 
can  be  more  impressive  than  to  have  these  manly  and 
Christian  virtues  enforced  upon  the  minds  of  our  youths 
in  familiar,  conversational  lectures  by  the  well-known 
and  respected  citizens  of  our  own  town. 


BRADFORD  K.  PEIRCE. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 


43 


SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  MODERN  LANGUAGES. 

The  grade  of  instruction  in  the  French  and  German 
languages  during  the  past  year  has  been  maintained 
as  in  past  years.  The  citizens  of  Newton  rejoice  in 
such  opportunities  as  our  High  School  affords  in  these 
branches. 

The  disposition  of  instruction  has  been  as  follows : 
Mr.  Lindsay  has  had  the  German  classes  ; Miss  Worces- 
ter the  French,  with  the  exception  of  one  class  heard 
by  Miss  Hanson. 

The  present  arrangement  gives  Miss  Foote  the  begin- 
ning class  in  German,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  depart- 
ment goes  to  Miss  Worcester. 

The  conversation  class  in  German  was  maintained  by 
Mr.  Lindsay  out  of  school-hours,  and  was  extremely 
popular.  Miss  Worcester  complains  that  she  has  not 
time  enough  for  these  exercises,  but  will  strive  to  give 
the  full  share  of  attention  to  conversation  in  French 
and  German.  Mr.  Lindsay  prefers  Whitney’s  German 
grammar  to  the  one  now  in  use.  The  department  is 
well  maintained. 

J.  E.  LATIMER, 

Special  Committee. 

October,  1878. 


MILITARY  DRILL. 

As  this  is  a new  department  in  the  High  School,  we 
here  give  place  to  a somewhat  extended  extract  from 
the  instructor’s  first  report : — 

To  Rev.  A.  E.  Lawrence, 

Chairman  Military  Committee  Newton  High  School. 

Sir , — In  response  to  your  call,  I have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  upon  military  drill : — 
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I commenced  the  exercise  of  military  drill  as  a means 
of  physical  culture  on  the  25th  of  September,  1877,  by 
request  of  members  of  the  School  Board,  under  the  fol- 
lowing rather  peculiar  conditions  ; viz.,  that  it  should  be 
experimental  and  voluntary  on  my  part  and  the  boys’, 
directly  contrary  to  every  principle  of  military  drill  and 
discipline,  which  is  necessarily  arbitrary  and  compulsory, 
every  detail  being  subject  to  severe  discipline,  under 
stringent  rules  and  regulations.  Owing  to  an  insufficient 
knowledge  by  the  Board  of  the  kind  and  amount  of 
work  required,  only  forty  minutes  per  week  were  al- 
lowed to  cover  the  hardest,  or  elementary  part  of  the 
instruction;  but  an  extra  hour  was  soon  granted,  ag- 
gregating about  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes.  The 
system  of  instruction  is  based  upon  a unit  of  four , and 
should  never  be  deviated  from  if  we  would  insure  success. 
There  were  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  boys : there 
should  have  been  over  thirty  units  or  “ squads”  working 
simultaneously  under  competent  instructors  or  “ drill- 
sergeants.”  To  be  a good  drill-sergeant  requires  long 
experience,  much  tact,  and  a rare  faculty  for  imparting 
knowledge  clearly  and  accurately,  as  all  the  elementary 
work  must  be  taught  correctly  the  first  time,  or  it  has  to 
be  repeated.  There  were  none  such  to  be  obtained 
among  the  boys,  and  I was  obliged  to  make  ten  squads 
of  from  twelve  to  fifteen,  and  drill  them  in  succession, 
two  or  three  each  hour,  three  drill-days  being  required 
to  cover  the  entire  number ; thus  extending  the  time 
far  beyond  what  is  allowed  for  the  same  number  of  sol- 
diers. The  boys  volunteered  Saturday  mornings,  and  I 
attempted,  but  with  many  misgivings,  to  gain  time,  but 
was  soon  compelled  to  abandon  it,  as  only  a portion  re- 
sponded. The  “ setting-up,”  or  “ school  of  the  soldier,” 
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and  elementary  instruction,  is  the  dryest,  and  to  many 
soldiers  the  most  disagreeable,  part  of  the  work,  since  it 
involves  an  almost  endless  monotony,  and  can  only  be 
accomplished  successfully  under  the  constant  pressure 
of  discipline  and  hard  work.  There  can  be  nothing 
voluntary  about  it.  It  is  and  always  will  be  compul- 
sory. It  should  be  so  with  boys.  When  drill  with  them 
is  voluntary,  and  its  many  mysteries  yet  an  unknown 
quantity,  it  is  natural  they  should  wish  to  arrive  at  the 
pleasant  and  attractive  part  of  marching  to  music,  with 
guns,  flags,  &c.,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  they  will  scarcely 
bear  the  pressure  of  the  first  arbitrary  principles,  unless 
word  is  given  to  that  effect  by  the  proper  authorities,  of 
which  I was  not  one,  being  considered  but  a voluntary 
teacher.  The  long,  halting  opposition  and  discussion, 
and  winter  coming  on,  necessitating  the  use  of  a room 
rather  limited  for  marching  and  squad  drill,  compelled 
a change  in  my  course  of  instruction.  In  my  judgment, 
any  pressure  or  persistent  effort  towards  a thorough  “ set- 
ting-up” such  as  is  absolutely  necessary  at  once  for  boys 
who  have  already  contracted  the  vicious  habit  of  stoop- 
ing and  shuffling,  would  at  this  time  have  broken  up 
the  drill,  which  I,  with  no  power  to  enforce  discipline , 
could  not  have  prevented ; thus  hazarding  a complete 
failure  of  the  experiment,  and  affording  its  opponents 
the  gratification*  they  were  so  earnestly  seeking  for. 
Therefore  but  little  “ setting-up  ” was  attempted ; and 
for  the  first  year  much  tact  and  delicacy  of  handling  was 
necessary  to  arouse  and  keep  up  their  interest  and 
pride,  — especially  those  of  the  first  class,  upon  whom 
its  success  largely  depended,  and  who,  interested  just  to 
that  extent  to  have  the  A,  B,  C wrork  skimmed  over 
rapidly  in  order  to  derive  the  most  benefit  before  gradu- 
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ation,  had,  in  their  ignorance  of  the  amount  of  in- 
struction necessary  to  do  credit  to  themselves  on  such 
occasions,  anticipated  somewhat,  and  made  definite 
arrangements  for  a street-parade  on  the  30th  of  May. 
Considerable  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  for  this  pur- 
pose, such  an  event  evidently  being  considered  as  the 
surest  evidence  that  the  drill  was  proving  a success. 
This  wras  contrary  to  my  judgment  and  advice,  and 
compelled  many  changes  not  calculated  to  advance  the 
drill  properly  or  rapidly. 

During  the  year  ending  June  18,  about  sixty  hours , 
or  thirty  drill  days,  were  devoted  to  the  44  school  of  the 
soldier,”  44  school  of  the  company,”  the  44  manual  of 
arms,”  and  44  school  of  the  battalion,”  the  latter  only 
sufficient  to  allow  of  the  contemplated  street-parade  in 
May,  and  subsequent  exhibition  at  the  fete  at  Auburn- 
dale  ; both  being  premature  for  the  number  of  hours 
given  to  the  drill,  a large  part  of  which  was  instruction 
under  cover  in  the  room  previously  mentioned.  Com- 
mencing this  year,  nearly  three  months  were  devoted  to 
military  gymnastics,  or  the  44  setting  up  ” and  44  squad 
drill,”  with  excellent  results,  since  they  responded  much 
more  readily  than  last  year ; the  knowledge  acquired 
then,  admitting  of  the  exercise  being  varied,  thus  avoid- 
ing what  would  before  have  proved  tedious  monotony. 
The  entering  class  of  forty-six  were  drilled  simulta- 
neously in  the  same  movements,  under  well  instructed 
44  drill  sergeants,”  and  proved  apt  pupils.  They  are 
now  in  the  battalion,  not  far  behind  the  44  veterans”  of 
last  year.  The  influence  of  these  seniors  in  military 
knowledge  afforded  a marked  contrast  to  the  many  dis- 
advantages under  which  all  labored  last  year. 

At  West  Point,  about  forty  days  of  three  hours  each, 
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under  select  44  drill  masters,”  are  devoted  to  the  44  setting 
up,”  and  44  school  of  the  soldier,”  before  the  44  new 
cadets  ” are  pronounced  ready  to  go  into  the  battalion, 
when  they  are  placed  beside  an  old  cadet,  who  has 
drilled  three  years,  to  receive  the  full  benefit  of  his 
experience,  thus  acquiring  in  a very  short  time  that 
which  is  necessary  to  perfect  him  into  a thoroughly 
drilled  soldier,  so  far  as  drill  goes.  All  this  is  accom- 
plished, of  course,  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances of  arms,  equipments,  time,  space,  &c.,  with  every 
facility  afforded  both  drill-master  and  cadet,  and  under 
the  pressure  of  the  most  rigid  discipline.  Such  a sys- 
tem of  44  setting  up  ” would  not  have  stood  the  test  a 
single  day  in  your  school,  under  the  conditions  of  ex- 
periment and  voluntary  obedience,  depending  entirely 
upon  pride  and  interest,  which  I have  set  forth. 

While  the  total  time  devoted  to  this  exercise,  about 
forty-four  drill  days,  has  been  as  yet  insufficient  for 
me  to  note  or  call  attention  to  any  very  marked  or  radi- 
cal change  in  the  personal  or  physical  appearance  of  the 
boys,  it  must  be  apparent  to  the  most  casual  observer 
that  there  is  some  change  for  the  better,  and  that  it  has 
surely  formed  the  basis  for  greater  results ; and  another 
year  or  two  will  demonstrate  the  fact  that  military  drill 
under  favorable  conditions,  instituted  among  rapidly- 
developing  boys,  is  of  incalculable  benefit.  The  interest 
among  the  boys  has  never  flagged,  but  steadily  increased, 
and  thus  improvement  has  been  possible,  that,  without 
it,  would  never  have  been  conceived ; especially  in  point 
of  discipline,  which  seems  now  to  be  pretty  well  under- 
stood, and  generally  regarded  by  all  as  necessary,  and 
the  basis  of  all  unity  of  action.  With  a drum  corps 
now  organizing,  a flag  in  process  of  construction  for 
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presentation  to  the  battalion,  through  the  kindness  of 
its  many  friends,  then:  esprit  de  corps  cannot  fail  to  be 
strengthened,  and  their  means  increased  of  appearing  in 
a creditable  condition  before  the  public,  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  their  friends  and  themselves. 

I take  pleasure  in  commending  the  boys  for  their  uni- 
form good  conduct,  obedience  to  authority,  and  marked 
gentlemanly  bearing,  since  I took  charge  of  the  exer- 
cise, and  for  the  active  energy  and  zeal  with  which  they 
have  responded  to  my  commands  and  wishes. 

Military  studies  and  organization  constitute  a science 
which  is  admirably  adapted  to  every  branch  of  business, 
especially  to  that  of  education.  The  grouping  of  men 
or  boys  into  squads,  sections,  companies,  and  battalions, 
is  of  the  first  importance  to  enable  the  head  to  insure 
close  attention  and  impart  instruction.  By  this  means, 
each  one  becomes  individually  responsible  for  his  own 
conduct,  gaining  personal  credit  when  due,  and  receiv- 
ing censure  when  necessary.  The  ordinary  drill  sets  up 
the  boy,  and  makes  a man  of  better  figure,  better  phy- 
sique, consequently  prolonging  his  life,  and  adding  to 
the  measure  of  his  influence  as  a citizen.  If  arms  are 
added,  so  much  the  better  for  the  physique ; and  the 
skilful  use  of  the  rifle  is  not  only  an  accomplishment, 
but  may  add  to  the  security  of  his  own  life  and  those 
of  his  neighbors.  Again  : the  drill  of  a single  com- 
pany contains  all  the  elements  of  organization  and  in- 
struction needed  for  a battalion,  and  an  army  of  the 
greatest  magnitude  is  only  a judicious  combination  of 
battalions  : therefore  I would  always  favor  and  urge 
military  education,  as  far  as  possible,  in  connection  with 
the  civil  instructions  of  our  country,  as  the  best  possible 
preparation  for  a skilful  militia  or  army  of  volunteers, 
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absolutely  essential  to  a government  such  as  ours,  which 
will  not  maintain  a large  standing  army. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  G.  CARTER,  1st  Lieut.  U.S.A.  (retired), 
Military  Instructor  N.H.S. 


GRADUATES  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL,  1878. 


BACON,  CHARLES  F. 

BARNEY,  HERBERT  R.3* 
BRACKETT,  ALBERT  C. 
BRACKETT,  ELLIOTT  G. 
BRAY,  WILLIAM  C. 
BUCKINGHAM,  ELINOR  M. 
BURRAGE,  GEORGE  D. 
CLARK,  CHARLES  P.,  Jux. 
CLARK,  FRANK  E.3 
COFFIN,  EMMA  C.3 
COLE,  HOWARD. 

CONVERSE,  EDMUND  W.,  Jun. 
COOKE,  HARRIET  L. 

DAKIN,  FRANK  A. 

ELLIS,  EPHRAIM. 

EMERSON,  FREDERICK  W. 
FARLOW,  LEWIS  H. 

FRENCH,  FRANK  W.3 


FULLER,  FRANCIS  E. 
GAGE,  MINNIE  A. 
HARDON,  HENRY  W. 
HOVEY,  GEORGE  R. 
LAWRENCE,  GEORGE  O.  C. 
LELAND,  MINERVA  E. 
LENTELL,  AUGUSTA  A.3 
MORTON,  CHARLES  G. 
MURPHY,  MICHAEL  S.3 
NORTON,  LILIAN  F. 

PARK,  CARL  H.3 
PICKARD,  JULIA  M. 
PLIMPTON,  FLORENCE  W. 
POND,  ADELINE  V. 
UNDERWOOD,  ANNA.3 
WALES,  WILLIAM  H. 
WEST,  ROBERT  F.3 
WOOD,  ELIJAH  A. 


Graduate  of  three  years. 
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ASSOCIATION  OF  GRADUATES. 

The  following  statement  in  regard  to  this  Association 
will  be  of  interest  to  all  graduates  and  friends  of  the 
High  School  at  home  and  abroad,  and  as  an  evidence 
of  the  hold  the  school  retains  upon  its  pupils,  it  prop- 
erly finds  a place  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School 
Committee. 

The  Newton  High-School  Association  was  formed  in  1861. 
Its  object  is  “to  continue  the  friendships  and  acquaintances  of 
school  life,  encouraged  by  an  annual  re-union.”  The  last  re-union 
took  place  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  21,  at  the  City  Hall.  The 
oration  was  delivered  by  David  W.  Farquhar ; poem,  by  Miss 
Bessie  Stone  ; singing,  by  Misses  Alfreda  Emerson,  Lillie  Brough- 
ton, and  Jessie  Brown.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  music  and  social  festivities.  At  the  last  business- 
meeting the  following  officers  were  chosen  for  the  }*ear  1878  : — 

President. 

JOHN  F.  KENT. 

Vice-Presidents. 

D.  W.  FARQUHAR.  | C.  H.  FOWLE. 

I.  T.  BURR,  Jun. 

Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

E.  L.  STRONG. 

Recording  Secretary. 

J.  E.  HILLS. 

Executive  Committee. 

Ward  1— Miss  EMMA  L.  STEVENS,  Mr.  EDWARD  S.  SMILIE. 
Ward  2 — Miss  FLORENCE  G.  EASTMAN,  Mr.  L.  O.  TOWNE. 
Ward  3 — Miss  NELLIE  KENDALL,  Mr.  WARREN  P.  LOMBARD. 
Ward  4 — Miss  HATTIE  M.  BOIT,  Mr.  FRED  J.  RANLETT. 
Ward  5 — Miss  VIRGINIA  E.  BARNEY,  Mr.  GEORGE  CRAFTS. 
Ward  6— Miss  MAUD  LINCOLN,  Mr.  GEORGE  G.  GAMMANS. 
Ward  7 — Mr.  JAMES  W.  FRENCH,  Mrs.  JAMES  W.  FRENCH. 
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GRADUATES  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


[A  full  list  of  the  graduates  of  the  High  School  was  published  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1873.  This  list  is  here  repeated,  with  the  names  added 
of  those  who  have  graduated  in  the  five  years  since  that  date.  By  com- 
paring the  earlier  classes  of  the  school  with  those  of  later  years,  it  appears 
that  the  ratio  of  graduates  to  the  entering  class  is  decidedly  greater  now  than 
in  the  early  history  of  the  school:  a much  larger  proportion  of  those  who 
enter  are  carried  through  the  course.] 

The  figure  (3)  marks  a graduate  of  the  three-years’  course.  The  others 
are  graduates  of  four  years. 


Class  of  1861. 

Ethie  M.  Bigelow. 

Kate  M.  Cobb. 

Hattie  M.  Cooley. 

Lizzie  Spear.  — 4. 

Class  of  1862. 

J.  Cooledge  Coffin. 

Hattie  Cousens. 

S.  Lillie  Graves. 

Fannie  Horton. 

Annie  R.  Train. 

Anna  L.  Woodward.  — 6. 

Class  of  1863. 

Hattie  E.  Allen. 

George  Linder. 

Herbert  M.  Small.  — 3. 

Class  of  1864. 

Willard  G.  Brackett. 

W.  Russell  Brackett. 
Nancy  J.  Evans. 

Edwin  A.  Gay. 

Gustavus  Goward. 
William  G.  Sinclair. 

Ellen  A.  Stearns.  — 7. 


Class  of  1865. 

Hannah  A.  Edes. 

William  H.  Gould. 
Charlotte  W.  Hyde. 
Edward  H.  Mason. 
Frederick  Schoff. 

Cora  Small.  — 6. 

Class  of  1866. 

Carrie  E.  Fitch. 

Abbie  M.  Small. 

Louise  W.  Stearns. 
Harriet  W.  Strong. 

Julia  E.  Sweet. 

Mary  R.  Ware. 

Martha  S.  Ware. 

Mary  O.  Whitmore. 
Emily  J.  Young.  — 9. 

Class  of  1867. 

Samuel  Carr,  jun. 

Sara  E.  Cushman. 
Isabella  C.  Patten. 

Annie  A.  Pulsifer. 

Robert  E.  Williams.  — 5. 
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Class  of  1868. 

Clara  R.  Boit. 

George  R.  Collins. 
Charlotte  E.  Frogley. 

Sarah  E.  King. 

Thomas  Linder. 

Abbie  R.  Stevens. 

Susie  W.  Tarbox. 

Emma  S.  Warren. 

Mary  E.  Woodward.  — 9. 

Class  of  1869. 

Kate  Ashton. 

Persis  D.  Bray. 

John  W.  Chisholm. 

Mary  C.  McCutcheon. 
James  W.  French. 

Julia  A.  Robinson. 

Edward  S.  Smilie. 

Isabel  Stetson. 

Minnie  J.  Thrall. 

William  F.  Whittemore. 
Sarah  J.  Wood. 

Sarah  G.  Woodworth. — 12. 

Class  of  1870. 

Genevieve  H.  Alexander. 
Edward  W.  Cate. 

George  H.  Coffin. 

Edith  C.  Danforth. 

Carrie  P.  Ellis. 

Alfred  Ely. 

Annie  M.  Hinckley. 

Emilie  D.  Huntley. 

Helen  J.  Merritt. 

Emily  S.  Moore. 

Alfred  Schoff. 

H.  Adelaide  Stearns. 


Ida  M.  Stone. 

Ella  G.  Sweetser. 

Louise  M.  Sweet.  — 15. 

Class  of  1871. 

William  S.  Barnum. 

Fannie  M.  Chaffin. 

Maggie  Connell. 

William  B.  Ely. 

J.  Walter  Fewkes. 
Jeannette  A.  Grant. 
William  H.  Holman. 
Alotta  E.  Stearns.  — 8. 

Class  of  1872. 

Franklin  C.  Bacon. 

Hattie  M.  Boit. 

A.  Lawrence  Bond. 

Nellie  J.  Butler. 

Freda  B.  Emerson. 

Gordon  G.  Gammons. 

John  F.  Kent. 

Allan  H.  Lincoln. 

Nelson  C.  Parker. 

Alice  Ranlett. 

Louis  C.  Stanton. 

Alotta  C.  Wilmarth.  — 12. 

Class  of  1873. 

L}Tdia  A.  Brierley. 

Heman  M.  Burr. 

Bertha  Carroll. 

A.  S.  M.  Chisholm. 

S.  Warren  Davis. 

Albert  S.  Glover. 

John  A.  Gould. 

Lilia  F.  Hall.8 
George  W.  Hills. 
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Samuel  Leland. 

Walter  B.  Mosman. 

Otis  T.  Pettee. 

Frances  M.  Rice. 

Carrie  E.  Richardson. 
May  0.  Russell.3 
Harry  0.  Slocum. 

Ethie  A.  Smilie. 
Elizabeth  O.  Stone. 

M.  Louise  Stone. 
Harvey  C.  Wood.  — 20. 

Class  of  1874. 

S.  Emma  Bacon. 

George  K.  Boutelle. 
Hattie  Child. 

Nellie  M.  Converse.8 
Lizzie  W.  Everett. 
Warren  P.  Lombard. 
William  H.  Mansfield.3 
Henry  W.  Mason. 
George  A.  Mead.3 
Alice  M.  Ray. 

Susie  F.  Richards. 
Gardner  G.  Sanborn.8 
Eunice  C.  Speare. 
Martha  S.  Stacy. 
William  O.  Stearns. 
Emma  L.  Stevens. 

Julia  H.  Strong. 

M.  Josephine  Tliacher. 
Linwood  O.  Towne.8 
Charles  H.  Ware. 

Ernest  U.  Waters. 
Arthur  H.  Wellman. 
Minnie  F.  Wood.  — 23. 

Class  of  1875. 
Mortimer  B.  Allen.3 


Joseph  F.  Batchelder.8 
Carrie  L.  Bourne. 
Lillie  M.  Broughton.3 
Isaac  T.  Burr,  jun. 
Olen  L.  Carter. 

Nellie  N.  Cole. 

Edward  W.  Cook.3 
George  M.  Cr  an  itch. 8 
Ellen  F.  Dalrymple. 
Mary  G.  Day. 

Oliver  M.  Fisher. 
Bertha  Forbes.3 
Annie  F.  Gage. 

Henry  E.  Gordon. 
Lucia  D.  Guild. 

Mary  E.  Jenison.3 
Charles  S.  Johnson.3 
William  W.  Johnson. 
Lyman  W.  King. 
Arthur  W.  Kelle}^. 
James  L.  Lester. 

J.  Maud  Lincoln. 

Sarah  E.  Lyon. 
Margaret  A.  Mague. 
Carrie  J.  Newell. 
Charles  R.  Noyes.3 
Emma  A.  Page.3 
Hattie  M.  Peirce. 

Cora  G.  Plimpton.3 
Fredrick  J.  Ranlett. 
Helen  O.  Roberts. 
Abbie  A.  Ryder. 

Nellie  S.  Sherman. 
Alice  E.  Sinclaire.3 
Willard  E.  Smith. 
Nellie  M.  Sullivan.3 
Herbert  F.  Sylvester.3 
William  H.  Sylvester. 
Edward  B.  Towne.3 
Mary  E.  Tufts. 
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Sarah  E.  Tufts. 

Bradford  S.  Turpin. 

Ella  Warren.8 
Jesse  Warren.8 
Marion  E.  Williams. 

Alice  M.  Woodward.8 — 47. 

Class  of  1876. 

Katherine  L.  Bates. 

Alice  W.  Bond. 

Harry  E.  Bothfeld.8 
Abbie  G-.  Chaihberlain. 
Mary  R.  Colby.8 
Charlotte  Converse. 

Maria  S.  Daniels. 

Lilia  0.  Davidson. 
Winchester  W.  Eager.8 
Florence  G.  Eastman. 
Mary  W.  Fuller.8 
Lilia  M.  Garey. 

Emma  E.  Hicks. 

Joel  E.  Hills. 

Edward  F.  Jenison.8 
Charles  S.  Johnson. 

John  O.  Johonnot.8 
Sarah  A.  Jordan. 

Nellie  S.  Kendall. 
Frederick  C.  Leslie. 
Charles  E.  Lord.8 
Annie  March. 

Louisa  P.  Merritt. 

Caroline  L.  Mills. 

Lizzie  J.  Moore. 

Emily  Norcross. 

Frances  M.  Parker. 
William  A.  Pew,  jun. 
Benjamin  C.  Pond. 

William  D.  Porter. 
Margarette  H.  Price.8 


Joseph  L.  Rhees.3 
Margaret  H.  Sargent. 
Mary  E.  Scales.8 
Denison  R.  Slade. 

H.  Alonzo  Sherman. 
Frederick  W.  Stone. 
Fannie  C.  Sweet. 

Samuel  Weston. 

Edgar  M.  Wheeler. 

Eva  G.  Wiswall. 

Milly  N.  Woodford.  — 42. 

Class  of  1877. 

Herbert  D.  Allen. 

Edward  Bagley.3 
E.  Virginia  Barney. 

N.  Gertrude  Bean. 

H.  L.  Beveridge. 

Charles  L.  Bird.3 
Charles  A.  Brown.3 
Denis  Buckley.8 
Hattie  W.  Chaffin.3 
Lizzie  Coldwell.3 
William  H.  Coolidge. 
Eveline  F.  Crosby. 
Herbert  N.  Curtis. 

Sarah  L.  Dix. 

Laura  E.  Dyer. 

Minnie  C.  Ellenwood. 
Lewis  P.  Everett.3 
Frederick  B.  Gordon.3 
Charles  F.  Hall.8 
Jennie  G.  Hill. 

Marion  F.  Holbrook.3 
J.  Norton  Johnson. 
Frederick  A.  Kendall.8 
Carrie  M.  Kidder. 

William  A.  Lamson. 
William  C.  Lane. 
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Mary  A.  Leonard.3 
Clinton  H.  Lord. 

Eugenia  MacArdle.3 
Maggie  Martin. 

Nettie  F.  Mosher. 

Abbie  M.  Nickerson. 
Frederick  J.  Parsons. 
Charles  H.  Reed.3 
Juliette  V.  Richards. 
Carrie  L.  Ring. 

Grace  L.  Robertson.3 
Ella  M.  Speare. 

John  K.  Taylor.8 
Caroline  E.  Tolman.3 
Helen  S.  Tolman. 

Grace  Tompson. 

Lizzie  S.  Tourjee. 

Addie  P.  Tuttle. 

Charles  M.  Van  Buren. 
Harold  Van  Duzee. 
George  A.  Ward.3 
M.  Alice  Warren. 
Margaret  C.  Worcester. 
William  L.  Worcester. 
Elijah  A.  Wood.3— 51. 

Class  of  1878. 

Charles  F.  Bacon. 
Herbert  R.  Barney.3 
Albert  C.  Brackett. 
Elliott  G.  Brackett. 

Total  Graduates 
Classes 
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William  C.  Bray. 

Elinor  M.  Buckingham. 
George  D.  Burrage. 

Charles  P.  Clark,  jun. 
Frank  E.  Clark.3 
Emma  C.  Coffin.3 
Howard  Cole. 

Edmund  W.  Converse,  jun. 
Harriet  L.  Cooke. 

Frank  A.  Dakin. 

Ephraim  Ellis. 

Frederick  W.  Emerson. 
Lewis  H.  Farlow. 

Frank  W.  French.3 
Francis  E.  Fuller. 

Minnie  A.  Gage. 

Hemy  W.  Hardon. 

George  R.  Ilovey. 

George  O.  C.  Lawrence. 
Minerva  E.  Leland. 
Augusta  A.  Lentell.8 
Charles  G.  Morton. 
Michael  S.  Murphy.3 
Lilian  F.  Norton. 

Carl  H.  Park.3 
Julia  M.  Pickard. 

Florence  W.  Plimpton. 
Adeline  V.  Pond. 

Anna  Underwood.3 
William  H.  Wales. 

Robert  F.  West.3 
Elijah  A.  Wood.  — 36. 
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NEWTON-CENTRE  DISTRICT. 


MASON  SCHOOL. 

In  the  last  annual  report  on  the  Mason  School  refer- 
ence was  made  to  the  irregular  attendance  of  the 
younger  pupils  from  the  remote  portions  of  the  district, 
especially  in  winter  weather. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  fall  term,  it  was  found 
that  the  crowded  condition  of  the  lower  classes  would 
necessitate  some  measure  of  relief.  Accordingly  a 
school  was  established  at  Thompsonville  for  the  primary 
classes.  This  afforded  the  needed  relief  at  the  Mason 
School,  and  at  the  same  time  saved  the  children  of  that 
neighborhood  a long  and  cold  walk  during  the  winter 
months.  The  wisdom  of  this  movement  has  been  fully 
vindicated.  A large  school  has  been  maintained  at 
Thompsonville  ; while  the  classes  at  the  Mason  School 
have  still  continued  quite  as  large  as  is  desirable  for 
one  teacher’s  charge. 

With  the  opening  of  the  present  term,  the  number 
in  the  fourth  and  fifth  classes  wTas  found  to  be  so  great 
as  to  render  a division  imperative.  With  the  sanction 
of  the  School  Board,  another  teacher  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  temporary  arrangements  made  for  the 
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accommodation  of  her  class  in  the  main  hall.  This  at 
best  is  an  inconvenient  arrangement,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  soon  a more  suitable  room  may  be  secured.  But 
it  is  an  improvement  on  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
rooms  before  the  change. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Committee,  and  we  believe  of 
the  teachers,  that  each  succeeding  year’s  instruction 
shall  be  better  than  the  past,  and  we  think  we  may 
claim  that  such  has  been  the  result,  in  the  main,  during 
the  past  year.  The  importance  of  laying  well  the 
foundations  in  the  primary  classes  cannot  easily  be  over- 
estimated. The  teachers  in  these  classes  seem  to  real- 
ize this  importance,  and  fairly  meet  its  demands.  And 
we  think  we  are  getting  valuable  aid  from  the  sugges- 
tions of  our  superintendent  to  the  teachers  of  these 
classes,  and  have  reason  to  suppose  that  the  teachers 
also  appreciate  his  assistance. 

The  teacher  of  the  second  class,  Miss  Thompson,  was 
detained  from  her  room  by  illness  for  several  weeks  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year ; but  Miss  Howes,  her  sub- 
stitute, was  quite  successful,  and  the  class  suffered  less 
than  was  to  be  feared. 

Much  can  well  be  said  in  commendation  of  the  work 
done  in  the  grammar  classes.  Without  discussing  the 
merits  of  the  individual  classes,  the  work  as  a whole 
has  been  well  done,  and  the  promotions  well  earned*. 

Mr.  Harwood  has  completed  his  second  year,  and  has 
proved  himself  a competent  and  efficient  master. 

The  head  assistant,  Miss  Searle,  in  consequence  of 
severe  illness,  was  unable  to  return  to  her  room  until 
after  Thanksgiving.  The  Committee  were  fortunate  in 
supplying  her  place  temporarily  by  transferring  Miss 
Curtis  from  the  fifth  class,  who  acquitted  herself  with 
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much  credit.  As  soon  as  her  health  would  allow,  Miss 
Searle  resumed  her  labors,  and  has  been  able  to  con- 
tinue them  with  her  former  gratifying  success. 

The  discipline  in  most  of  the  classes  has  been  very 
satisfactory.  The  teachers  have,  for  the  most  part, 
been  able  to  secure  good  order,  with  but  few,  if  any, 
appeals  to  the  master  for  aid,  and  with  few  instances 
of  corporal  punishment.  No  teacher  can  be  thoroughly 
efficient,  who  is  unable  to  control  a class  without  fre- 
quent use  of  the  rod,  or  falling  back  too  often  upon 
higher  authority,  whether  of  master  or  superintendent ; 
and  that  teacher  will  always  best  govern  a class  who 
has  best  learned  to  govern  self. 

We  desire  again  in  this  report  to  allude  to  the  kind 
interest  manifested  by  the  teachers  for  each*  other  in 
their  work.  This  does  much  to  lighten  their  labors, 
and  enables  them  to  accomplish  better  results.  In  fact, 
the  success  of  the  system  depends  upon  harmony  of 
effort  on  the  part  of  all  concerned.  The  school  board, 
the  superintendent,  the  masters,  and  the  teachers,  are 
but  co-ordinate  factors  in  producing  results.  That  there 
should  be  a diversity  of  opinion  on  many  questions  is  to 
be  expected ; but  each  in  his  own  province  must  be 
responsible  for  his  acts ; and  every  one  will  best  sub- 
serve the  common  good  by  laboring  to  give  unity  to  the 
entire  work.  The  superintendent  executing  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Board,  aided  by  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  the  masters  and  the  teachers,  and  the  teachers 
themselves  in  full  sympathy  with  each  other,  is  the 
ideal  of  what  should  be.  And  any  one  laboring  with 
views  adverse  to  this  is  in  danger  of  becoming  a hin- 
drance rather  than  a help  in  the  work  of  the  schools. 

JAMES  S.  NEWELL, 

For  the  Committee. 
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OAK-HILL  SCHOOL. 

This  school,  though  remote  from  the  residence  of  the 
committee,  has  received  a due  share  of  attention  and 
supervision.  The  superintendent,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mittee, has  aimed,  by  personal  intercourse  with  the 
pupils,  and  by  argument  and  appeal,  to  stimulate  them 
to  industry,  and  aid  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  teacher. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Minter,  now  for  many  years  stationed 
here,  still  continues  at  her  post,  and  this  though  the 
Board  have  felt  constrained  during  the  year  to  reduce 
her  salary  from  $900  to  $750. 

If  our  graded  system  of  schools,  by  which  the  whole 
time  of  a teacher  is  given  to  a single  class,  is  conceded 
to  be  the  best  one,  then  the  gravest  difficulty  which  this 
school  has  to  confront  is  the  paucity  of  its  numbers, 
practically  preventing  the  application  of  this  system  to 
its  administration.  The  twenty-four  pupils  under  Miss 
Minter  are  of  seven  different  classes,  it  is  true ; but 
where  a class  consists,  as  here,  of  two  pupils,  and  some- 
times even  of  one,  and  the  seven  classes  are  to  be  heard 
each  half  day,  the  portion  of  time  given  to  each  must 
obviously  be  very  small.  A compensation  for  this  is 
sought  to  be  gained  for  the  pupils  by  throwing  them 
more  upon  their  own  resources,  and  stimulating  their 
self-reliance.  Under  this  stimulus,  the  older  pupils 
have  voluntarily  added  to  the  length  of  their  school 
day,  and,  through  extra  labor  with  them  teacher  morn- 
ing and  evening,  they  hope  not  to  be  left  behind  their 
fellows  in  more  favored  localities. 

In  consequence  of  prevalent  rumors  exaggerating  the 
per  capita  expense  of  teaching  in  this  school,  a compe- 
tent committee  of  this  board  were  requested  to  examine 
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into  various  projects  that  had  been  suggested  for  reliev- 
ing the  city  from  a portion  of  this  expense,  by  consoli- 
dating this  school  with  another,  or  by  removing  the 
school-building  to  a different  neighborhood,  that  it  might 
thus  be  made  to  accommodate  a larger  number  of 
pupils.  After  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  this 
committee  reported  that  no  feasible  plan  of  relief  could 
be  devised,  and  that  the  present  arrangement  is  the 
only  practicable  one,  and  must  abide. 


THOMPSONVILLE  SCHOOL. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  year  covered  by  this 
report  the  Mason  School  became  over-crow^ded  with 
pupils,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  devise  some  mode 
of  relief.  A consideration  of  the  various  plans  pro- 
posed resulted  in  the  opening  of  an  additional  school 
in  the  Thompsonville  neighborhood.  The  school  was 
placed  in  charge  of  Miss  Agnes  S.  Carleton,  opening 
after  the  Christmas  holidays  with  an  attendance  of 
about  sixty  pupils.  These  were  from  the  five  lower 
grades,  — the  four  primary  classes,  and  the  first  of  the 
intermediate.  This  arrangement  brought  to  the  Mason 
School  the  needed  relief ; but  it  was  soon  discovered 
that  more  than  sixty  pupils,  and  these  in  five  classes, 
made  too  great  a task  for  one  teacher,  and  failed  to 
secure  the  best  results.  The  fifth  class  has  therefore 
been  returned  to  the  Mason  School,  leaving  the  four 
primary  grades,  with  forty -four  pupils,  in  charge  of  the 
teacher  at  Thompsonville.  The  location  of  the  school 
is  a great  convenience  to  the  neighborhood,  and  the 
attendance  of  pupils  during  the  year  has  been  good  ; 
but  their  progress  was  not  satisfactory  under  Miss  Carle- 
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ton,  and  she  failed  of  a re-appointment  by  the  Board. 
Her  place  has  been  tilled  by  Miss  Helen  A.  Davis, 
transferred  from  the  Hyde  School  to  this. 

This  school  is  located  in  a part  of  the  city  that  is 
steadily  growing  in  population;  and  more  ample  accom- 
modations will  soon  be  needed  by  the  rapidly  increasing 
number  of  children.  At  present  the  school  is  held  in 
a hired  room;  but  the  time  is  not  distant  when  an  addi- 
tional school-building  will  be  imperatively  demanded  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Thompson ville  and  Johnsonville 
neighborhood. 


AMOS  E.  LAWRENCE. 


UPPER-FALLS  DISTRICT. 


PROSPECT  SCHOOL. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  usual  prosperity  with 
this  school.  There  has  been  no  prevailing  sickness, 
and  but  one  death  has  occurred  of  the  pupils.  The 
usual  good  order  within  and  without  the  schoolrooms 
has  been  pleasantly  maintained.  A good  degree  of  in- 
terest has  been  shown  by  the  parents,  and  at  dhe  close 
of  the  year  a very  general  satisfaction  was  manifested  at 
the  result  of  the  year’s  wTork. 

Miss  Emma  L.  Bullard  resigned  her  position  as  teach- 
er of  the  primary  school  early  in  the  year.  It  was  a 
misfortune  to  lose  from  our  teachers  one  who,  with  her 
short  experience,  had  shown  such  superior  ability  in 
that  vocation. 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Fanning,  who,  as  Miss  Guilford,  had  been 
very  successful  in  teaching  the  third  and  fourth  classes, 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Her  work  with  this 
class  was  also  very  satisfactory. 

Miss  M.  Ella  Hildreth  continued  in  charge  of  the 
second  class  through  the  year  with  fully  her  former 
success ; the  reading  in  particular,  for  pupils  of  that 
age,  having  been  unusually  good. 

Miss  Emma  Taylor  was  appointed  to  succeed  Miss 
Guilford,  teacher  of  the  third,  and  half  of  the  fourth 
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class.  She  brought  to  the  work  experience,  and  a will 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  her  duties,  with  good  re- 
sults. 

Miss  Ella  F.  Crooker  taught  half  of  the  fourth,  and 
the  fifth  class  as  before,  with  her  usual  vigor  and  clear- 
ness, which  is  irresistible  to  her  pupils,  and  who,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  are  always  prepared  for  promotion. 

Miss  M.  Marion  Miller,  teacher  of  the  sixth  and 
seventh  classes,  returned  early  in  the  year  with  im- 
proved health.  Excellent  order  and  system  are  always 
apparent  in  her  room,  and  pupils  rarely  fail  of  promo- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  eighth  and  ninth  classes  are  taught  by  the  mas- 
ter, Mr.  Harwood,  and  his  first  assistant.  But,  as  our 
system  compels  the  master  to  divide  his  time  with  a 
number  of  schools,  the  teaching  and  government  of 
these  classes,  together  with  the  general  direction  of  the 
schools,  which  is  accorded  to  him,  must  largely  fall  on 
his  assistant,  Miss  Martha  L.  Perkins ; and  one  can 
hardly  say  too  much  in  her  favor,  and  how  well  she  per- 
forms all  these  duties. 

Very  valuable  services  to  all  the  classes  were  ren- 
dered by  Mr.  William  S.  Tilden,  special  instructor  of 
music  in  that  department. 

The  Misses  Hildreth  and  Taylor  left  their  schools  at 
the  close  of  the  year  to  fulfil  other  engagements.  These, 
with  Misses  Guilford  and  Bullard,  make  four  of  the 
teachers  of  this  school  who  have  married  within  a year. 
This  may  be  cited  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  often 
expressed,  that  the  vocation  of  teaching  is  unfavorable 
to  forming  matrimonial  alliances. 

The  future  of  our  school  is  hopeful.  We  have  passed 
through  an  era  which  required  of  the  teachers  a great 
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amount  of  unnecessary  statistics,  which  had  a depressing 
effect  upon  them ; but  a partial  relief  from  those  duties 
the  past  year  has  not  only  had  a favorable  effect  on 
them  health,  but  has  given  them  an  opportunity  to  use 
their  energies  in  the  line  of  teaching  and  in  the  interest 
of  then  classes. 

J.  A.  GOULD. 


HYDE  SCHOOL. 

As  foreshadowed  by  Mr.  Walter  Allen,  in  his  report 
of  this  school  for  the  year  1877,  it  became  necessary  to 
make  a new  arrangement  of  classes,  and  to  employ  an 
additional  teacher,  early  in  the  year  1878. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  classes  had  been  under 
the  charge  of  Miss  Alotta  E.  Stearns,  and  the  fourth 
and  fifth  under  Miss  Cevilla  B.  Richardson;  the  sixth 
and  higher  class  attending  at  the  Mason  School. 

To  provide  immediate  assistance,  Miss  Helen  A. 
Davis  was  placed  in  the  room  with  Miss  Stearns.  She 
did  excellent  work  here,  and  was  transferred  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  September  term  to  the  Thompsonville 
School. 

A sixth  class  was  then  formed  in  the  Hyde  School, 
and,  from  a large  number  of  applicants,  Mrs.  Lilia  M. 
Means  was  selected  as  head  teacher.  She  has  proved  a 
good  principal,  and  has  most  acceptably  taught  the  fifth 
and  sixth  classes. 

Miss  Richardson  has  the  care  of  the  third  and  fourth 
classes ; and  Miss  Stearns,  the  first  and  second. 

The  forming  of  the  new  school  necessitated  the  com- 
pletion of  unfinished  apartments  in  the  building.  This 
work  was  chiefly  done  in  the  summer  vacation ; but, 
from  difference  of  opinion  in  the  public  mind  as  to  the 
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absolute  safety  of  the  building,  further  alterations  and 
improvements  were  made  which  caused  considerable 
disturbance  to  the  schools  for  a period  of  nearly  three 
months  of  term  time.  But  this  annoyance  to  the  teach- 
ers, and  consequent  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  the 
pupils,  has  a full  compensation  in  the  fact,  that,  under 
the  direction  of  a candid  and  cautious  architect,  such 
thorough  additional  means  of  security  have  been  ap- 
plied, that  the  building  is  now  generally  regarded  as 
entirely  safe. 

These  schools,  as  a whole,  may  be  said  to  have  done 
fairly  well ; but  that  there  is  a large  margin  for  im- 
provement, which  the  patrons  have  a right  to  demand, 
and  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  managers  to  endeavor  to 
secure,  cannot  be  denied. 


CHARLES  E.  ABBOTT. 


AUBUKNDALE  AND  LOWER-EALLS  DISTRICT. 


HAMILTON  SCHOOL. 

In  the  primary  grade  the  number  of  pupils  has  been 
smaller  than  formerly.  The  resignation  of  the  teacher 
who  had  taught  in  this  department  with  such  eminent 
success  for  so  long  a time  was  a serious  loss  to  the 
school.  Nevertheless,  her  successor  has  taken  up  the 
work  where  it  was  left,  has  managed  her  classes  with 
marked  ability,  and  has  made  her  work  for  the  year  a 
success. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  classes  have  made  good  progress, 
and  nearly  all  the  pupils  were  promoted  without  condi- 
tions. 

The  sixth,  eighth,  and  ninth  classes,  under  the  charge 
of  the  master  and  head  assistant,  have  made  progress 
worthy  of  all  commendation.  The  ninth  class,  number- 
ing fifteen,  sent  fourteen  of  their  number  to  the  High 
School.  This  was  the  largest  and  best  class  that  has 
ever  graduated  from  the  Hamilton  School.  The  other 
classes  have  done  their  work  well,  though  the  sixth 
class  consisted  of  those  quite  young.  The  average  age 
of  all  in  the  upper  classes  in  this  school  is  less  than  in 
grammar  schools  generally. 

The  general  character  of  the  school  has  been  satisfac- 
tory. The  discipline  has  been  firm,  and  corporal  pun- 
ishment not  frequent. 
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WILLIAMS  SCHOOL. 

The  whole  number  in  attendance  was  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  which  number  is  increased  the  present 
year. 

The  arrangement  of  rooms  is  as  follows  at  present,  — 
first  class  in  one  room,  second  and  third  in  another, 
fourth  and  fifth  in  another,  sixth  and  seventh  in  another, 
eighth  and  ninth  in  another.  The  arrangement  during 
the  year  was  essentially  the  same,  except  in  the 
primary. 

The  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  classes  were  not  fully  up 
to  their  work,  doubtless  owing  to  changes  of  teachers. 

The  scale  of  attendance  has  not  been  up  to  the  high- 
est grade,  which  fact  is  owing  to  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  parents. 

On  the  whole,  the  condition  of  the  school  was  satisfac- 
tory. Discipline  has  been  called  for,  it  must  be  admit- 
ted, in  'more  cases  than  is  desirable  or  really  legitimate  ; 
yet  the  general  state  of  conduct  in  the  various  rooms 
has  been  for  the  most  part  good. 

i 

October,  1878. 


J.  E.  LATIMER,  Chairman . 


WEST-NEWTON  DISTRICT. 


PEIRCE,  DAVIS,  AND  FRANKLIN  SCHOOLS. 

In  presenting  another  annual  report  from  the  West- 
Newton  District,  it  is  believed  that  the  work  of  the  year 
which  it  covers  has  been  eminently  successful.  The 
results  developed  in  .connection  with  its  three  schools  — 
the  Peirce,  Davis,  and  Franklin  — give  assurance  of 
increasing  interest  and  healthful  progress  in  the  cause 
of  education.  No  differences  of  opinion,  nor  conflict- 
ing interests  or  ambitions,  affecting  matters  of  policy  or 
detail,  have  interposed  embarrassments  or  hindrances ; 
while  between  master  and  assistants,  and  scholars  and 
parents,  harmonious  co-operation  has  uniformly  existed. 
Whatever  may  remain  for  criticism  or  improvement,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  all  our  teachers  have  rendered 
efficient  and  conscientious  service,  and  that  our  classes 
have  been  earnest  and  ambitious  to  make  the  utmost 
of  their  opportunities ; while  parents  and  friends  have 
manifested  intelligent  and  appreciative  interest  in  the 
success  and  usefulness  of  educational  effort. 

No  new  teachers  have  been  added  to  our  corps. 
Miss  Hattie  E.  Gove,  who  had  charge  of  the  eighth 
class  in  the  Peirce  School,  resigned  her  position  in 
December.  As  several  pupils  had  left  the  higher 
classes,  since  they  were  formed  in  the  previous  Sep  tern- 
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ber,  to  learn  trades,  or  engage  in  other  occupations,  her 
class  was  divided  as  a matter  of  economy ; a part  being 
placed  in  the  room  occupied  by  the  ninth,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  room  occupied  by  the  seventh  class. 
This  arrangement  rendered  it  unnecessary  to  employ  a 
new  teacher  ; so  that,  for  the  balance  of  the  school-year, 
the  corps  of  female  teachers  for  this  district  numbered 
eleven  instead  of  twelve,  as  before.  Some  other  changes 
in  arrangement  of  classes  and  in  the  assignment  of 
teachers  have  been  made  with  manifest  advantage,  and 
material  saving  of  expenditure. 

Under  wise  and  prudent  administration,  the  discipline 
of  the  several  schools  has  been  excellent,  and  has  been 
secured  without  severity  or  arbitrary  resort.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  tardiness  and  inexcusa- 
ble absence,  which  are  not  only  great  obstacles  to  the 
progress  of  any  pupil,  but,  if  prevailing  to  any  extent, 
are  sure  to  become  serious  hindrances  in  class-work. 
In  this  connection,  both  the  committee  and  the  teachers 
are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  personal  interest  and 
co-operation  of  parents,  some  of  whom  have  been  fre- 
quent visitors  to  our  schoolrooms. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  twenty- two,  — eleven 
boys  and  eleven  girls ; and  we  record  with  pleasure  the 
fact  that  every  one  was  fully  entitled  to  the  diploma 
awarded  by  the  School  Board  for  a successful  com- 
pletion of  the  grammar-school  course,  and  also  to  the 
certificate  of  admission  to  the  High  School,  such  award 
having  been  fairly  and  honorably  earned  in  each  case. 
The  graduating  exercises,  which  were  held  in  the  hall 
of  the  Peirce  School,  were  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest,  and  were  enjoyed  by  a large  and  interested 
audience.  Among  other  features  of  the  programme, 
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the  recitation  on  the  metric  system  of  weights  and 
measures  was  new  and  particularly  interesting ; while 
many  of  the  compositions  would  read  well  and  grace- 
fully in  any  of  our  public  journals. 

We  do  not  claim  perfection  for  our  schools,  for  many 
vital  problems  relating  to  their  success  remain  un- 
solved ; but,  that  they  are  doing  very  much  to  prepare 
our  boys  and  girls  for  great  usefulness  in  their  life- 
work,  no  attentive  observer  can  for  a moment  doubt. 
But,  in  reviewing  our  year’s  results,  many  topics  of 
great  practical  interest  and  importance  are  suggested. 
Beyond  those  of  mainly  local  relation,  two  or  three, 
briefly  indicated,  may  not  be  inappropriate  here. 

While  all  our  teachers  are  ever  ready  and  anxious  to 
discharge  in  good  faith  every  duty  delegated  to  them, 
experience  in  our  own  district  has  shown,  as  doubtless 
may  be  the  case  in  others,  that  they  are  or  may  be  too 
largely  over-burdened  with  services  of  a contingent  char- 
acter other  than  that  of  instruction.  The  elaboration 
of  what  some  educator  well  designates  as  “ statistical 
machinery  ” may  be  pressed  to  an  unwarranted  and  inju- 
rious extent.  Early  and  late,  in  school  and  out  of 
school,  from  Monday  morning  till  Saturday  evening, 
constant  and  laborious  effort  may  become  necessary  for 
service  required  in  this  connection,  in  addition  to  the 
discharge  of  duty  as  teachers.  It  is  suggested  that 
such  proper  curtailment  of  contingent  service  as  will 
permit  reasonable  time  for  rest  and  relaxation  may 
secure  more  successful  and  satisfactory  work,  without 
detracting  at  all  from  its  standard  of  requirement  or 
excellence. 

During  the  year,  we  have  been  gratified  with  the 
special  and  earnest  effort  of  our  teachers  to  make  study 
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pleasant  and  attractive,  rather  than  tedious  and  irksome, 
and  to  inspire  their  pupils  with  the  largest  measure  of 
mental  independence  by  a judicious  omission  of  text- 
book routine,  whenever  practicable  and  advantageous. 
We  speak  of  this  practice  because  it  has  been  a spe- 
cialty with  some  of  our  teachers,  and  because  the 
benefits  accruing  therefrom  in  some  of  our  classes  have 
been  most  noticeable  and  encouraging.  With  a system 
of  instruction  partaking  of  such  elements,  and  with  a 
curriculum  adapted  in  the  best  sense  to  the  w7ants  and 
capacities  of  scholars,  the  highest  interests  of  practical 
education  will  be  materially  advanced. 

In  closing  this  brief  report,  one  other  suggestion 
seems  pertinent ; namely,  the  importance  of  a settled 
programme  of  examination  and  promotion.  It  is  one 
of  the  essentials  of  a uniform  system  of  public  in- 
struction. The  developments  of  the  year  have  demon- 
strated, certainly  in  our  own  district,  the  necessity  of 
such  a provision.  Teachers  and  classes  entering  upon 
the  work  of  a school-year  with  established  rules  and 
regulations  for  their  guidance  should  be  assured  of 
their  continuance  in  force  till  its  close,  unless  mani- 
fest defects  and  deficiencies  shall  induce  the  proper 
authority  — the  School  Board  — to  sanction  some  new 
departure.  Any  other  course  or  policy  will  be  sure  to 
result  in  dissatisfaction  and  disappointment,  as  well  as 
in  disadvantage  and  injury  to  scholars  and  classes. 

But  without  meaning  to  favor,  or  even  imply,  the 
adoption  of  any  iron  rule  in  tests  of  scholarship,  and 
believing,  on  the  contrary,  that  examinations  should  be 
made  as  simple  and  practical  as  possible,  we  think  it 
will  be  found  that  the  injustice  and  injury  resulting 
from  a too  liberal  “scaling  down”  of  the  standard  of 
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acquisition,  to  enable  even  an  aspiring  boy  or  girl  to 
stride  over  a class  without  accomplishing  its  work,  or 
fairly  earning  promotion,  will  be  disastrous  in  all  present 
and  prospective  relations. 

Such  are  some  of  the  more  notable  facts  and  sug- 
gestions coming  from  our  year’s  experience.  It  is 
modestly  believed  that  they  possess  practical  signifi- 
cance, and  that  they  may  be  profitably  considered,  irre- 
spective of  personal  interests  or  local  issues. 

JULIUS  L.  CLARKE, 

Chairman  District  Committee. 


NEWTONYILLE  DISTRICT. 


The  schools  of  this  district  have  generally  been  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  during  the  past  year,  the  teachers 
having  worked  wisely  and  efficiently ; and  the  pupils, 
with  few  exceptions,  having  made  good  progress  and 
won  deserved  promotion. 

The  exhibition  of  the  ninth  class,  in  charge  of  Miss 
M.  Abby  Smith,  in  the  hall  of  the  Adams  School,  at  the 
close  of  the  school-year,  was  attended  by  a large  number 
of  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils,  and  was  ex- 
tremely interesting ; the  exercises  in  composition,  decla- 
mation, reading,  and  music  being  varied  and  excellent, 
and  a lecture  on  the  metric  system,  with  samples  and 
demonstration,  by  Master  Walter  C.  Grant,  one  of  the 
pupils,  was  remarkable  for  its  good  delivery  and  thor- 
oughness. 

Mr.  H.  O.  Martin  of  the  Committee,  who  has  had 
more  particular  supervision  of  the  Adams  and  Jackson 
schools  during  the  year,  makes  the  following  report  of 
their  condition : — 


ADAMS  SCHOOL. 

The  Committee  having  special  charge  of  the  Adams 
School  would  report  that  the  school  is  in  a prosperous 
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condition.  During  the  year  the  work  has  been  well 
performed,  the  deportment  has  been  good,  and  the  pre- 
vious high  standard  of  the  school  well  maintained.  But 
one  change  in  the  corps . of  teachers  has  occurred,  and 
that  in  the  room  which  seems  in  the  past  to  have  been 
unfortunate  in  this  respect.  Very  early  in  the  school- 
year,  Miss  Hills,  teacher  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 
classes,  resigned  her  position  to  accept  a similar  one 
in  the  neighboring  city  of  Somerville.  Her  place  was 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Abbie  J.  Warner, 
a graduate  of  the  Framingham  Normal  School,  who 
brought  to  the  work  an  experience  of  some  three  years. 
Under  her  management  the  school  has  been  carried  on 
so  successfully,  that  the  evil  results  which  usually  follow 
such  frequent  changes  of  teachers  as  have  occurred  in 
this  school  are  not  apparent. 


JACKSON  SCHOOL. 

Since  our  last  report  to  this  Board  concerning  the 
Jackson  School,  important  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  corps  of  teachers.  By  the  transfer  of  Mrs.  Pitts  to 
the  Claflin  School  a vacancy  was  caused  in  the  position 
of  head  assistant  in  the  Jackson  School.  In  filling  this 
the  Committee  decided  to  appoint  Mr.  John  C.  Lyeth,  a 
young  man  with  little  or  no  experience,  a graduate  of  the 
Bridgewater  Normal  School,  who  was  willing  to  take 
the  position  at  the  prescribed  salary.  In  some  respects 
the  anticipations  of  the  Committee  have  been  fully  re- 
alized, in  others  they  have  been  somewhat  disappointed. 
Owing  to  causes  entirely  disconnected  with  the  school, 
and  of  course  beyond  the  control  of  the  teacher,  the  at- 
tendance has  fallen  off  somewhat ; while,  as  a result  of 
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the  persistent  efforts  of  the  teacher,  truancy  has  de- 
creased so  much,  that  the  average  attendance  in  this 
school  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any  other  in 
the  city.  In  the  matter  of  discipline,  however,  the 
Committee  are  forced  to  acknowledge  that  the  result  has 
not  been  such  as  could  be  wished.  But  we  hope,  that, 
with  time  and  more  experience,  such  improvement  may 
be  made  during  the  coming  year  as  shall  satisfy  all  rea- 
sonable expectations.  Were  we  able  to  offer  a more 
liberal  salary  with  the  position,  we  should,  of  course,  be 
able  to  command  the  services  of  an  abler  and  more 
experienced  teacher ; but  at  present  it  does  not  seem 
advisable  to  recommend  any  change. 

Another  change  of  teachers  occurred  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  in  the  transfer  of  Miss  Stearns 
from  the  Claflin  to  the  Jackson  School.  This  change 
has  been  eminently  satisfactory  ; and,  with  the  exception 
above  mentioned,  the  school  is  in  good  working  order, 
and  we  may  confidently  hope  for  improvement  during 
the  coming  year. 

H.  O.  MARTIN. 


CLAFLIN  SCHOOL. 

This  school,  which  has  been  more  particularly  under 
the  supervision  of  the  chairman  of  the  district  com- 
mittee, deserves  a favorable  report  for  its  last  year’s 
work. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  has  been 
157,  with  an  average  attendance  of  144,  or  ninety-two 
per  cent,  which  is  two  per  cent  better  than  last  year  ; 
and  promotion  to  advanced  classes  has,  in  almost  every 
instance,  been  fairly  won  and  awarded. 

A marked  improvement  from  last  year  was  apparent 
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to  the  examiner  in  the  classes  studying  geography  and 
arithmetic ; the  recitations  in  those  studies  being  gener- 
ally excellent,  as  were  also  the  exercises  in  music  and 
the  discipline  of  all  the  schools.  The  recommendation 
of  a former  report,  that  particular  attention  be  given  by 
the  teachers  to  thorough  instruction  in  the  first-men- 
tioned studies,  so  that  those  pupils  who,  from  necessity 
or  for  other  reasons,  finish  their  school-education  in 
schools  of  this  grade,  may  have  a competent  knowledge 
of  these  branches,  is  believed  to  be  important,  and  is 
repeated. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  exercises  in  language,  read- 
ing, writing,  drawing,  and  spelling,  were  satisfactory. 

In  two  of  the  schools,  those  of  Miss  Flint  and  Miss 
Ware,  simple  calisthenic  exercises  are  in  frequent  use, 
with  excellent  results,  the  pupils  engaging  in  them 
with  great  pleasure  and  animation ; whilst  the  orderly 
change  and  variety  of  position,  and  the  good  degree  of 
exercise  which  accompanies  the  practice,  evidently  tend 
to  health  of  body,  cheerfulness  and  strength  of  mind, 
and  give  a stimulus  to  habits  of  attention  and  order 
beneficial  in  every  requirement  of  the  schoolroom.  It 
would  be  a step  in  the  right  direction,  and  of  great  bene- 
fit, if  similar  exercises  were  introduced  into  every  school 
of  the  city ; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  is  not 
distant  when  the  ability  to  direct  such  exercises  shall 
be  considered  an  indispensable  qualification  for  all  our 
teachers. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  Miss  Wilder,  in  charge 
of  the  sixth  class,  was  granted  three  months’  leave  of 
absence  for  purposes  of  rest  and  recruitment,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  she  returned  to  her  position  of 
duty  and  usefulness  with  renewed  health  and  vigor. 
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During  her  absence  Miss  L.  J.  Taylor,  a former  pupil  of 
the  High  School  and  resident  of  the  district,  was  em- 
ployed as  a substitute,  and  rendered  very  acceptable 
service. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  school-year  Miss  Adelaide 
Reed,  who  for  several  previous  years  had  been  principal 
of  the  Claflin  School,  and  had  discharged  the  duties  of 
that  position  with  eminent  ability,  resigned  her  place, 
and  Mrs.  Alice  Pitts,  previously  principal  of  the  Jackson 
School,  was  elected  in  her  stead.  In  her  new  position 
Mrs.  Pitts  has  added  to  her  well-earned  reputation  as  a 
thorough  teacher  and  disciplinarian,  and  great  success 
and  usefulness  is  anticipated  for  her  in  the  future. 

The  Claflin  School  during  the  past  year  has  enjoyed 
the  visitation  and  oversight  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools,  the  subordinate  but  valuable  services  of  the 
district  master,  has  a trained  and  experienced  principal 
and  able  assistant  teachers,  a large  and  convenient  build- 
ing, a good  location,  and  pleasant  and  ample  grounds. 
With  these  advantages,  however  justly  we  may  take 
pride  in  its  past  success,  we  confidently  expect  greater 
in  the  future. 

H.  S.  NOYES, 

Chairman  of  District  Committee . 


NEWTON  DISTRICT. 


UNDERWOOD  SCHOOL. 

There  is  very  little  to  record  with  reference  to  the 
work  of  a primary  school.  Year  by  year  a new  class 
of  beginners  enter,  and  have  their  first  experience  of 
school-life,  to  which  many  of  them  look  forward  with 
great  dread.  Thanks  to  the  tact  and  enthusiasm  of 
Miss  Littlefield,  they  are  rapidly  convinced  that  going 
to  school  can  be  a very  pleasant  thing,  and  they  are 
helped  on  by  her  judicious  training  to  overcome  some  of 
the  first  difficulties  up  the  hill  of  learning. 

The  second  class  is,  in  the  fall  and  spring,  uncomfor- 
tably crowded ; and  sometimes  we  have  thought  it  might 
be  wise  to  employ  one  more  teacher ; but  the  expense 
has  deterred  us.  The  third  class  is  taking  up  rather 
more  work  than  has  been  usual  hitherto,  and  shows, 
that,  without  unduly  pressing  the  children,  our  primary 
department  can  go  beyond  the  limit  usually  assigned  to 
it.  Considering  the  school  as  a whole,  the  year  has 
been  a successful  one,  with,  perhaps,  better  results  in 
some  directions  than  the  preyious  year. 


GEO.  W.  SHINN. 
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BIGELOW  SCHOOL. 

The  rules  of  the  school  committee  require,  that,  at 
the  September  meeting  of  the  Board,  a report  from  each 
district  committee  shall  be  presented  in  writing,  as  to 
“ the  condition  of  the  schools  in  their  several  districts.” 

As  to  the  schools  in  this  the  Newton  District,  the 
Committee  have  nothing  to  report,  except  that  they  feel 
satisfied,  well  satisfied,  with  the  interest  shown  both  by 
teachers  and  children,  and  with  the  general  progress  of 
the  pupils. 

Your  Committee,  however,  as  suggested  in  their  report 
of  last  year,  think  that  some  changes  should  be  made 
in  the  course  of  study ; so  that  those  who  can  not  or  do 
not  wish  to  go  to  the  high  schools  can  get  such  a train- 
ing in  the  grammar  schools  as  will  be  more  practical 
and  useful  than  our  present  system  affords.  What 
special  change  is  needed,  your  Committee  cannot  say: 
they  are  only  impressed  with  the  importance  of  some 
change. 

By  the  changes  recommended  by  the  special  commit- 
tee in  their  report  on  school  expenditures,  and  approved 
by  the  whole  Board,  the  special  teacher  in  music  was 
dropped.  This  has  caused  some  delay,  of  course,  in 
getting  fairly  at  work ; but  your  Committee  think  that 
the  experiment  should  have  a fair  trial. 

In  the  Bigelow  School  the  head  assistant  is  an  ac- 
complished musician,  and  supervises  the  musical  drill  of 
some  of  the  classes  in  that  building. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  regular  corps  of 
teachers,  and  none  desired. 

L.  R.  STONE, 

For  the  Committee. 


DRAWING. 


The  report  of  the  last  three  years  tells  much  of  the 
truth  of  this ; a little  more  fully  completed,  it  is  as 
follows : — 

1.  A system  of  graded  instruction  for  out  schools, 
founded  mainly  on  the  South  Kensington  method,  as 
exemplified  in  the  course  of  study  prepared  by  Walter 
Smith. 

2.  A belief,  founded  in  both  theory  and  experience, 
that  such  course  in  its  first  elements  is  adapted  to  the 
earliest  school-going  age  ; for  it  presents  both  labor  and 
amusement  in  as  rational  a proportion  as  any  subject  of 
elementary  education,  calls  into  continued  activity  the 
sense  of  sight,  develops  and  co-ordinates  muscular  ac- 
tion so  essential  to  writing,  printing,  and  the  many 
activities  for  which  little  hands  were  made. 

3.  The  certainty  that  as  large  a proportion  can  learn 
this  as  any  subject,  with  no  greater  disparity  of  attain- 
ment, and  that  it  is  in  this  important  regard  a subject 
for  general  instruction. 

4.  That  it  is  a proper  forerunner  of  any  mechanical 
art,  saving  time  in  the  learning  thereof,  and  increasing 
the  nicety  of  perception  essential  to  artistic  and  exact 
execution. 

5.  That  it  is  the  fundamental  support  of  all  fine  art; 
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and,  though  the  public  school  does  not  pretend  to  give 
an  artistic  education,  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  line 
of  development  of  form-perception  links  as  closely  to  all 
high  art  as  to  the -mechanic  arts.  Here,  therefore,  as 
elsewhere,  we  prepare  the  way,  in  some  measure,  for 
that  life  that  is  not  nourished  by  bread  alone. 

6.  It  is  the  belief  of  a portion  of  the  committee  that 
the  training  in  drawing  should  not  be  imperative  in  the 
High-school  course,  or  any  part  of  it : for  this  reason, 
for  two  or  three  years  the  study  has  not  presented  in 
this  school  a means  of  estimating  the  average  attain- 
ment in  the  advancing  grades  of  instruction.  The  suc- 
cess of  a large  majority  of  those  who  have  entered  with 
that  zeal  with  which  any  study  worth  taking  should  be 
prosecuted  furnishes  abundant  reason  for  its  continu- 
ance therein ; and  the  ability  of  many  of  the  pupils  to 
enter  profitably  upon  art  courses  in  the  Institute  of 
Technology,  the  evening  drawing-school,  the  college,  or 
the  Normal  Art  School,  or  to  apply  this  knowledge  for 
various  home  purposes,  is  pretty  good  proof  that  the 
course  is  mainly  in  the  right  direction,  and  that  out  of 
this  preparatory  training,  now  becoming  common  in 
many  localities,  is  to  grow  — has  indeed  already  grown 
in  an  appreciable  degree  — new  ability  to  hold  a high 
place  in  manufactures  and  all  decorative  art,  and  fur- 
nish, as  it  will  by  and  by,  some  early  trained  talent 
in  various  branches  of  art,  who  by  their  advancing 
power  shall  be  a great  stimulus  to  those  of  lesser  pur- 
pose, and  so  carry  forward  the  whole  art  education  of 
the  country. 

The  success  of  the  year  in  the  primary  and  grammar 
grades  is  gratifying.  It  is  not  so  great  as  would  be 
easily  attainable  in  the  latter  with  less  labor,  had  we 
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already  had  one  or  two  generations  of  teachers  trained 
in  and  delighting  in  drawing. 

Many  of  the  present  corps  have  put  both  labor  and 
thought  into  this  department.  Their  success  gives  new 
honor  to  their  position. 

A tabulated  report  of  the  instructor  for  the  year, 
Mr.  Berry,  made  with  much  care,  and  showing  the  com- 
parative quality  of  the  work,  was  presented  to  the 
Board  before  the  summer  vacation. 

The  annexed  list  shows  the  names  of  the  grammar 
and  primary  teachers,  and  in  what  subjects  each  has 
passed  the  committee’s  drawing  examination.  The 
character  of  the  examination  here  indicated  is  about 
that  of  Boston,  indicating  no  great  art  attainment,  but 
the  minimum  which  should  represent  a teacher’s  art- 
knowledge  to  handle  with  fan*  success  the  work  in  the 
public  school. 

The  expense  of  the  drawing  department,  owing  to 
the  stringency  of  the  times,  has  been  severely  curtailed 
during  the  two  past  years. 

We  have  only  the  highest  commendation  for  the 
special  instructor,  who  has  during  the  past  year  prose- 
cuted her  work  at  the  Normal  Art  School,  thus  render- 
ing the  advanced  instruction  to  the  upper  High-school 
classes  still  more  profitable  to  them,  and,  yet  more, 
making  the  city  expenditure  in  this  department  of  the 
very  highest  utility. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  C.  HARDON. 

HORATIO  S.'  NOYES. 


MUSIC. 


The  Committee  on  Music  hereby  present  their  semi- 
annual report,  which  is  due  at  the  November  meeting 
of  the  Board.  Until  the  close  of  the  year,  in  June  last, 
the  instruction  in  music,  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  W.  S. 
Tilden,  continued  as  for  years  past,  except  that  only 
three-fifths  of  the  time  previously  used  was  employed, 
because  of  economical  necessity.  Still,  even  under  this 
restricted  policy,  the  wisdom  of  the  employment  of  a 
special  instructor  in  music  was  clearly  seen.  The 
stated  visits  of  Mr.  Tilden  to  the  various  schools  had 
them  designed  effect,  by  kindling  interest  in  the  depart- 
ment of  music,  by  keeping  up  the  ordinary  practice  of 
music  to  concert  pitch,  and  by  toning  up  the  various 
teachers  to  the  exigences  of  musical  leadership. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  a long  and  spirited  dis- ' 
cussion,  it  was  voted  by  the  Board  to  dispense  with 
special  instruction  in  music;  and  thus,  against  our  better 
judgment,  the  cry  for  retrenchment  that  came  up  from 
so  many  quarters  was  heeded. 

The  present  year’s  work  was  entered  upon  with  the 
expectation  that  the  teachers  would  care  for  the  music 
in  their  respective  rooms,  and  do  this  without  allowing 
the  department  to  run  down  on  their  hands.  In  some 
cases  of  special  musical  culture,  this  expectation  has 
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not  proved  false ; but  it  is  evident  that  the  mass  of  the 
teachers  are  not  up  to  the  standard  of  this  requirement. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  musical  standing  of  our 
schools  is  fast  sinking  below  the  level  maintained  in 
years  past.  Still  more,  it  is  the  judgment  of  the  mas- 
ters that  a special  instructor  in  music  is  an  imperative 
need  of  our  schools. 

Early  in  the  year,  a large  and  most  respectable  body 
of  our  citizens  memorialized  this  Board,  asking  for  the 
re-instalment  of  the  special  instructor  in  music.  After 
a careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  it  was  evident 
that  the  Committee  favored  the  petition  of  these  citi- 
zens, and  were  willing  to  re-establish  the  former  status 
of  music  in  the  schools.  As  preliminary  to  definite 
action  upon  the  subject,  a request  was  sent  up  to  the 
city  government,  asking  them  to  authorize  the  requisite 
expenditure  for  the  purpose.  After  its  passage  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  the  measure  was  defeated  in 
the  Common  Council.  In  this  shape  the  matter  for 
the  present  year  is  destined  to  remain.  Certainly  the 
school  committee  have  done  all  that  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  do  in  the  premises ; and  the  responsibility  of 
defeating  the  wish  of  many  of  our  best  citizens,  so 
definitely  expressed,  rests  with  our  city  fathers. 

J.  E.  LATIMER,  Chairman. 

AMOS  E.  LAWRENCE. 

LINCOLN  R.  STONE. 


EVENING  SCHOOL. 


The  primary  object  of  this  school  is  to  provide  facili- 
ties for  teaching  boys  and  men  to  read,  write,  and  keep 
accounts ; but,  at  the  request  of  the  principal,  the 
experiment  was  tried  during  the  year,  of  admitting 
females,  and  persons  of  both  sexes  who  desired  to 
pursue  more  advanced  studies.  With  reference  to  the 
admission  of  females,  experience  has  shown  that  it 
would  be  better  to  have  them  taught  in  a separate 
building,  if  any  considerable  number  desire  instruction. 

The  experiment  of  mingling  the  sexes  did  not  prove 
very  satisfactory.  With  reference  to  teaching  the 
higher  branches,  we  became  convinced,  that  unless  we 
increased  our  corps  of  teachers,  and  thus  increased  the 
expense,  we  could  not  do  justice  to  the  scholars  for 
whom  the  school  was  mainly  intended. 

The  results  in  the  case  of  those  who  came  to  learn  to 
read  and  write,  and  to  get  some  knowledge  of  arithme- 
tic and  elementary  book-keeping,  were  very  gratifying ; 
and  the  cost  of  the  school  is  overbalanced  by  the  fact 
that  some  who  came  to  us  unable  to  read  at  all  now 
read  very  well,  and  others  who  were  further  advanced 
have  fitted  themselves  to  keep  simple  accounts,  and  to 
enjoy  their  home  studies. 

The  exercises  of  the  school  were  occasionally  enliv- 
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ened  by  the  delivery  of  brief  addresses,  and  by  read- 
ings and  music  by  persons  invited  for  the  purpose  by 
the  principal. 

During  most  of  the  year  there  were  four  teachers 
employed,  and  five  for  a smaller  part  of  the  time.  The 
attendance  varied  from  thirty  to  eighty,  being  affected 
by  the  home  occupations  of  the  pupils,  and  various 
other  matters.  The  expense  of  the  school  averaged 
somewhat  over  ten  dollars  per  night. 


GEO.  W.  SHINN, 

for  the  Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Newton. 

In  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Board,  the  following 
report  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

FOR  THE  SCHOOL- YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1877. 

I.  — Population. 

Population  of  the  city,  State  census,  1875  . . . 16,105 


Number  of  persons  in  the  city  between  five  and  fifteen 

years  of  age  May  1,  1878  2,846 

Number  of  persons  in  the  city  between  five  and  fifteen 

years  of  age  May  1,  1877  ......  2,881 

Decrease  for  the  year  .......  35 

II.  — Schools. 

Districts  supervised  by  principals  .....  4 

Districts  supervised  by  committees  ....  6 

High  school, — both  sexes  ......  1 

Grammar  schools,  — both  sexes  .....  '2 

Grammar  and  primary  .......  11 

Primary  ..........  3 

Whole  number  day-schools  ......  17 

Number  of  evening-schools  ......  1 

Number  of  evening  drawing-schools  ....  2 

III. SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Number  of  schoolhouses  for  high  school ....  1 

Seats  ..........  300 
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Schoolhouses  for  grammar  and  primary  grades  . . 3 7 

Sittings 3,376 


IV.  — Teachers. 

Number  of  teachers  in  High  School  ....  8 

(Male,  4 ; Female,  4.) 

Number  of  teachers  in  grammar  grades  . . . . 29 

(Male,  4 ; Female,  25.) 

Number  of  teachers  in  primary  grades  . . . . 50 

(Male,  0 ; Female  50.) 

Number  of  teachers  having  primary  and  grammar  grades  10 

Whole  number  of  teachers  in  day-schools  . . . 77 

Whole  number  of  teachers  in  evening-schools  ...  5 

Special  teachers  ........  4 

(Calisthenics,  1 ; drawing,  1 ; music,  1 ; military,  1.) 

Whole  number  of  teachers  ......  86 


V.  — Pupils. 

Number  of  different  pupils  enrolled  1878 
Number  of  different  pupils  enrolled  1877 


3,359 

3,342 


Increase 17 

Average  number  of  pupils  belonging  for  the  year  . .2,740 

Average  number  of  pupils  belonging  for  the  year  1877  . 2,684.4 


Increase  ...... 

Average  daity  attendance  (day-schools)  . 
Average  daily  attendance  1877 


55.6 

2,527 

2,453.8 


Increase  ...... 

Average  daity  absence  (day-schools) 
Average  per  cent  attendance  . 

Average  number  belonging  to  High  School 
Average  daily  attendance  at  High  School 
Per  cent  of  attendance  at  High  School  . 
Day-schools  — Tuition  . 

Incidentals 


63.2 
. 213 

91.9 
. 256 

. 239.4 

94 

861,161  25 
9,116  21 


Total  cost 
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Amount  appropriated  by  city  council : — 
Salaries  and  officers,  janitor,  and  fuel 
Dog-tax  ..... 
Incidentals  ..... 
Unexpended  balance  .... 

Total  ...... 


Total  appropriations  city  expenses  . 

Per  cent  appropriated  for  schools  1878  . 

Per  cent  appropriated  for  schools  1877  . 

Valuation  of  city,  May,  1878  : — 

Peal  ....  $18,604, 

Personal  . . . . 6,408y 

$25,012,930  00 

Per  cent  valuation  expended  for  schools  . . .00332 

Total  expenditures  for  schools  ....  $83,208  63 

Expense  per  capita  whole  number  pupils  enrolled  $24  77 

[For  further  details  see  secretary’s  report.] 

The  yearly  attendance  ought  to  be  considered  high  enough 
at  eighty-five  per  cent  in  the  lower  grades,  and  ought  to  fall 
below  that  in  the  stormy  months.  The  health  of  the  little 
ones  is  of  far  greater  importance  than  any  exercise  they 
have  to  do  at  school,  though  the  school  may  be  the  best 
possible. 

With  the  higher  grades  it  is  different.  New-England 
character  and  enterprise  have  not  been  founded  on  fair- 
weather  education ; and  teacher  and  pupil  in  the  higher 
grades  ought  to  be  prepared  for  all  kinds  of  weather,  except 
the  very  roughest. 

Pupils  of  tender  constitution,  or  actually  indisposed,  must 
be  instructed  to  take  care  of  their  health  first ; and  enforced 
absences  should  not  injure  their  standing,  or  make  them 
unhappy  in  their  work. 

SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Schoolhouses,  grounds,  and  accessories  are  in  excellent 
condition.  The  accommodations  of  the  Thompsonville 
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School  answer  very  well  the  temporary  purpose  of  its  organi- 
zation. The  changes  made  in  the  Hyde  Schoolhouse  meet  a 
much  needed  want  of  the  district  for  better  classification  of 
the  pupils  in  attendance,  and  have  increased  greatly  the  con- 
venience and  safety  of  the  building.  It  only  remains  to 
divide  the  yard  by  a close  fence,  and  remove  the  accessory 
building  to  near  the  foot  of  the  yard,  to  be  approached  by  a 
covered  way  on  both  sides  of  the  dividing  fence,  — as  should 
be  the  case  where  possible  in  each  school-lot.  Such  an 
arrangement  would  be  of  important  hygienic  value,  especially 
where  there  is  a lack  of  proper  drainage. 

HEALTH. 

The  whole  }rear  has  been  one  of  almost  exceptional  charac- 
ter in  the  inestimable  blessing  of  good  health.  We  have 
certainly  abundant  reasons  for  gratitude  in  the  continued 
enjoyment  of  the  great  natural  opportunities  afforded  by  the 
cit}r  to  pupils  and  teachers  — to  all  classes  of  persons  weary 
with  the  worry  and  work  of  life  — to  recuperate  here  their 
physical  and  mental  powers  in  a clear,  pure  atmosphere, 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  greatest  variety  of  attractive 
views  and  pleasing  objects,  both  natural  and  artificial.  It  is 
to  be  noticed  that  the  wealth  of  these  physical  advantages  as 
to  hill,  lake,  rivulets,  and  forests,  dotted  with  the  residences 
of  taste  and  refinement,  serves  not  alone  to  gratify  the  eye 
of  the  observer,  but  they  are  one  and  all  a positive  direct 
inspiration  to  nobler  efforts  of  body  and  mind.  To  lead  the 
pupil  to  a just  appreciation  of  these  bounties,  to  carefully 
attend  to  the  condition  of  the  schoolroom,  and  teach  the 
simpler  laws  of  health,  are  by  no  means  the  least  important 
duties  and  privileges  of  the  teacher ; and  in  these  respects 
the  efforts  of  all  teachers  of  the  public  schools  are  to  be 
highly  commended. 


COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  work  upon  the  programme  for  the  grammar  and  pri- 
mary grades  adopted  by  the  Board  has  been  highly  satisfac- 
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tory.  The  judgment  of  the  Board  as  to  the  amount  of  work 
to  be  done  as  a whole  has  been  fully  vindicated,  and  the 
wisdom  of  the  general  distribution  of  its  parts  to  the  several 
grades  is  apparent.  It  would  be  too  much  to  expect  to  find 
each  grade  at  once  fitted  for  the  exact  work  ultimately  in- 
tended for  it,  or  every  teacher  cheerful  and  confident  upon 
the  work  assigned  her  grade  ; but  time,  patience,  and  earnest 
effort,  soon  remove  such  impediments,  and  all  seeming  diffi- 
culties are  at  last  easily  surmounted.  It  would  manifestly 
be  impossible  to  make  a programme  defining  with  absolute 
precision  the  exact  amount  of  details  to  be  gone  over  by 
each  class  and  teacher,  no  more  and  no  less.  The  freedom 
of  the  teacher  to  make  use  of  individual  illustrations  and 
observations  worfld  be  greatly  limited  thereby,  the  amount 
of  such  observation  and  illustration  depending  upon  the 
ability  and  wants  of  the  pupil  and  the  skill  of  the  teacher. 
With  the  disposition  of  the  Board  to  make  any  slight  modi- 
fications really  needed  in  the  details  of  the  work  or  the 
apportionment  of  the  general  topics,  no  just  complaint  can 
be  made  of  the  requirements  for  promotion  in  these  grades. 
While  it  is  not  believed  that  the  studies  are  too  varied  or  too 
full,  upon  the  whole,  yet  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Board,  whether  some  modification  in 
the  kind  of  language-work  for  the  fourth  and  fifth  grades 
might  not  be  properly  made.  The  technical  part  of  the  lan- 
guage-work in  these  grades  produces  the  least  satisfactory 
results  attained  in  any  study.  It  is  a question  of  some 
moment  to  the  pupil’s  subsequent  pleasure  and  progress  in 
his  school- work,  whether  he  is  not  too  little  profited  and  too 
greatly  discouraged  by  directing  his  attention  at  so  early  a 
period  to  the  more  difficult  distinctions,  definitions,  and  clas- 
sifications, before  his  actual  possessions  and  use  of  words  in 
their  proper  relations  would  fairly  warrant.  Would  it  not 
be  better  to  devote  the  great  amount  of  time  now  put  upon 
such  work  to  the  positive  increase  of  the  pupil’s  vocabulary, 
by  learning  new  words,  both  in  meaning  and  use,  and  to 
obtaining  greater  facility  in  the  proper  use  of  what  he  has 
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already  acquired,  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  new 
ideas,  and  new  relations  of  the  old  ? 

Some  modification  of  the  requirements  in  this  branch  would 
meet  with  the  most  hearty  approval  of  pupil  and  teacher, 
and  is  especially  commended  to  the  Board  by  the  superin- 
tendent. 

INSTRUCTION. 

In  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Board,  regular  bi- 
monthly meetings  of  the  teachers  of  the  several  grades  have 
been  held,  of  which  due  notice  was  given  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  (in  all  twenty),  the  attendance  upon  which 
was  full,  or  absences  properly  excused  in  nearly  every  case. 
The  masters  were  also  present  as  well  as  at  their  special 
monthly  meetings.  It  is  evident,  from  the  voluntary  testi- 
mony of  the  earnest,  progressive  teachers  employed  by  the 
Board,  that  these  meetings  have  been  of  much  practical 
value  to  all  parties,  not  only  because  they  afforded  opportu- 
nity for  discussing  some  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
education,  and  best  methods  of  instruction,  but  also  for  com- 
paring notes  upon  the  progress  of  the  work  in  hand,  hearing 
and  giving  suggestions  with  reference  ‘thereto. 

Such  meetings  enthusiastically  sustained,  with  entire  free- 
dom in  the  expression  of  thoughtfully  considered  opinions, 
and  carefully  stated  results  of  actual  experiments  and 
methods  of  the  schoolroom,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  advantage 
to  the  successful  working  of  the  entire  system  as  established 
by  the  Board.  It  is  believed  that  the  interest  in  these  meet- 
ings has  increased,  at  least  with  the  great  majority  of  the 
teachers,  rather  than  diminished,  and  a like  arrangement  has 
been  made  for  the  present  year. 

Of  the  important  topics  engaging  our  attention,  and  having 
most  direct  bearing  upon  the  whole  of  school- work,  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  mention  one  upon  which  we  have  attained 
great  unanimity  of  sentiment ; and  action  in  accordance 
therewith  cannot  fail  to  produce  most  important  results,  not 
only  in  the  greater  acquisition  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
the  pupil,  but  also  in  the  formation  of  correct  habits  of  men- 
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tal  action,  enabling  him  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  life,  or 
a higher  course  of  study,  with  greatly  increased  chances  of 
success.  The  fact  upon  which  we  agree  might  be  briefly 
stated  as  follows : that  the  pupil  will  think  and  reason  in 
spite  of  all  the  restrictions  and  repressions  to  which  our 
methods  may  subject  him.  It  is  consequently  the  office  of 
the  teacher  to  lead  the  pupil  to  think  clearly  and  to  reason 
correctly.  The  latter  is  impossible  without  the  former,  and 
the  former  cannot  be  attained  until  the  pupil  can  express  his 
thought  readily  in  his  own  appropriate  language.  Repeating 
glibly  formal  definitions  and  stereotyped  syllogistic  formulse  is 
neither  conducive  to  greater  knowledge  nor  to  correct  mental 
habits.  To  think  clearly,  the  pupil  must  be  allowed  or  re- 
quired to  express  his  thought  in  his  own  language  and  in  his 
own  way,  and,  when  it  is  evident  he  is  in  possession  of  the 
thought,  he  may  be  shown  fitter  methods  of  expressing  it ; 
and  thus  his  every  step  in  more  exact  speech  re-acts  upon 
thought,  and  leads  to  clearer  thinking,  which,  in  its  turn, 
leads  to  clearer  expression  of  the  thought.  His  thought  and 
language  are  thus  mutually  dependent,  each,  in  turn,  assisting 
and  assisted  by  the  other.  A more  thoughtful  recognition  of 
this  important  fact  has  led  and  is  leading  to  a very  whole- 
some re-action  in  the  methods  of  instruction,  the  effects  of 
which  are  plainly  visible  in  the  greater  enthusiasm  of  teacher 
and  pupil,  and  an  evidently  increasing  pleasure  in  school-work. 
In  swinging  away  from,  the  senseless  repetitions  and  useless 
rigmarole  of  mental  arithmetic  and  parsing,  quite  common  a 
few  years  since,  there  has  been  unconsciously  a gradual  ten- 
dency to  the  opposite  extreme,  of  omitting  all  explanation  on 
the  part  of  the  pupil ; which  method  would,  in  a short  time, 
render  him  incapable  of  any  clear  thinking,  and  consequently 
of  a ready  and  apt  expression  of  his  thought,  and  ultimately 
incapacitate  him  for  pleasant  future  higher  efforts.  An  intel- 
ligent effort  is  constantly  made  in  our  schools  to  remedy  both 
of  these  evils,  and  marked  progress  is  almost  everywhere  visi- 
ble in  the  right  direction.  Perhaps  no  effort  educationally 
more  important  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  realize  the 
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expectations  of  this  Board  in  perfecting  their  system  of 
public  instruction. 

It  would  not  be  strange  if,  here  or  there,  a teacher  were 
found,  wearied  with  long  and  anxious  service,  to  whom  every 
suggestion  of  relief  is  only  an  additional  burden,  and  the 
bare  intimation  of  the  existence  of  possibly  better  methods 
forbodes  confusion  and  failure ; but,  if  we  have  any  such, 
they  have  not  yet  reported : only  expressions  of  hearty 
co-operation  have  been  heard,  and  commendable  efforts  to 
improve  upon  the  present  observed. 


PROMOTION. 

GRAMMAR  AND  PRIMARY  GRADES. 


Per  cent  of  Pupils  in  each  Grade. 


Date. 

Grades. 

Total. 

I. 

n. 

m. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

vni. 

IX. 

September,  1873  . . 

19.8 

12.5 

12.1 

15.6 

12.8 

11.1 

6.5 

5.5 

4.0 

100 

September,  1876  . . 

14.6 

14.7 

12.9 

16.1 

10.8 

9.7 

10.0 

6.3 

4.9 

100 

September,  1877  . . 

15.9 

12.1 

13.6 

14.0 

14.8 

8.5 

8.0 

7.5 

4.7 

100 

September,  1878  . . 

16.2 

13.1 

11.5 

12.8 

14.8 

11.3 

7.3 

7.1 

5.9 

100 

Number  in  each  Grade. 


Date. 

Grades. 

Total. 

I. 

II. 

in. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

September,  1873  . . 

498 

316 

304 

390 

323 

280 

163 

137 

101 

2,512 

September,  1876  . . 

380 

383 

338 

420 

282 

252 

261 

165 

129 

2,610 

September,  1877  . . 

424 

321 

361 

398 

394 

225 

214 

199 

126 

2,662 

September,  1878  . . 

428 

347 

306 

341 

392 

300 

194 

190 

157 

2,655 
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Number  in  each  Grade  by  Districts , September , 1877-78. 


Districts. 

Grades. 

Total. 

I. 

n. 

m. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

i 

VIII. 

IX. 

Newton,  1877  . . . 

67 

53 

54 

85 

74 

48 

44 

38 

18 

481 

« 1878  . . . 

59 

66 

49 

56 

87 

49 

48 

53 

28 

495 

Newtonville,  1877  . 

111 

81 

85 

84 

81 

34 

61 

41 

19 

597 

“ 1878  . 

88 

93 

69 

74 

87 

51 

36 

42 

39 

579 

West  Newton,  1877  . 

71 

51 

75 

60 

86  ' 

43 

32 

36 

29 

483 

“ 1878  . 

84 

50 

57 

63 

65 

80 

27 

27 

29 

482 

Newton  Centre,  1877, 

127 

104 

110 

123 

101 

61 

56 

50 

29 

761 

“ “ 1878, 

134 

104 

104 

113 

105 

80 

56 

46 

32 

774 

L.Falls,  Aub’dale, ’77, 

48 

32 

37 

46 

52 

39 

21 

34 

31 

340 

“ “ ’78, 

63 

34 

27 

35 

48 

40 

27 

22 

29 

325 

Totals,  1877  . . . 

424 

321 

361 

398 

394 

225 

214 

199 

126 

2,662 

“ 1878  . . . 

428 

347 

306 

341 

392 

300 

194 

190 

157 

2,655 

Per  cent  by  Districts,  September,  1877-78. 


Districts. 

Grades. 

Total. 

I. 

n. 

in. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

vn. 

vm. 

IX. 

Newton,  1877  . . . 

13.9 

n 

11.2 

17.7 

15.4 

10 

9.1 

7.9 

3.8 

100 

“ 1878  . . . 

11.9 

13.3 

9.9 

11.3 

17.6 

9.9 

9.7 

10.7 

5.7 

100 

Newtonville,  1877 

18.8 

13.5 

14.2 

14.1 

13.5 

5.7 

10.2 

6.9 

3.2 

100 

“ 1878  . 

15.2 

16 

11.9 

12.8 

15 

8.8 

6.3 

7.3 

6.7 

100 

West  Newton,  1877  . 

14.7 

10.6 

15.5 

12.4 

17.8 

8.9 

6.6 

7.5 

6 

100 

“ 1878  . 

17.4 

10.4 

11.8 

13.1 

13.5 

16.6 

5.6 

5.6 

6 

100 

Newton  Centre,  1877, 

16.7 

13.7 

14.5 

16.2 

13.2 

8 

7.3 

6.6 

3.8 

100 

“ “ 1878, 

17.3 

13.4 

13.4 

14.6 

13.5 

10.4 

7.2 

6 

4.2 

100 

L.Falls,  Aub’dale, ’77, 

14.1 

9.4 

10.9 

13.5 

15.8 

11.5 

6.2 

10 

8.1 

100 

“ « ’78, 

19.4 

10.5 

8.2 

10.8 

14.8 

12.3 

8.3 

6.8 

8.9 

100 

Primary,  Grammar,  and  High  Schools,  September,  1878. 
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Total 2,655  Total  for  1877  2,662  Total  in  High  School 
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Several  cases  of  dissatisfaction,  arising  from  lack  of  pro- 
motion at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  were  satisfactorily 
arranged  towards  its  close.  Such  cases  should  be  reported 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  every  opportunity  be 
afforded  the  pupil  to  recover,  in  so  far  as  possible,  the  lost 
ground.  Independent  of  all  cards  and  percentages,  the 
teacher  must  know  the  intellectual  status  of  each  individual 
pupil,  and,  the  quite  as  important  fact,  the  effort  he  is  making 
to  understand  his  work,  which  has  but  little  to  do  with  the 
nervous  anxiety  he  may  manifest  at  the  close  of  the  day  as 
to  what  per  cent  he  has  obtained  in  his  recitations.  The 
effort  of  the  pupil  is  always  plainly  visible  on  the  surface, 
and  is  detected  in  precisely  the  same  way  as  we  detect  the 
presence  or  absence  of  sunlight,  with  as  little  trouble  and 
with  as.  great  accuracy. 

While  it  is  true  that  occasionally  a very  eager,  industrious 
perspn,  in  the  earnest  pursuit  of  a special  object,  has  mis- 
taken exceptionally  bright  moonlight  for  real  sunlight,  it  is 
also  true  that  the  delusion  is  a short-lived  one.  An  inatten- 
tive, listless  pupil  in  a wide-awake  schoolroom  is  as  plainly 
visible  at  a glance  as  is  a spot  upon  the  surface  of  the  sun. 
Every  earnest  teacher  has  observed  what  a painful  total 
eclipse  is  suffered  by  a brilliant  class  of  pupils  when  put 
upon  work  which  they  are  compelled  to  perform  in  an  un- 
intelligent manner.  The  light  of  intelligence  in  the  child’s 
countenance  and  the  real  desire  to  learn  are  always  unmis- 
takable. To  awaken  and  keep  alive  this  desire  is  the  most 
difficult  task  of  the  teacher.  Interested  watchfulness  of  the 
teacher  will  not  allow  a pupil  to  hide  this  light  for  six 
months,  or  three  months,  or  even  one,  without  reporting  it 
to  all  parties  interested  in  the  pupil’s  progress.  One  word 
as  to  the  complaint  sometimes  heard,  that  promotions  are 
occasionally  made  without  due  preparation  and  examination. 
This  must  undoubtedly  occur,  but  is  not  an  unpardonable 
error,  and  should  be  immediately  remedied  for  the  pupil’s 
sake.  There  is  also  another  side  to  this  question,  or,  per- 
haps, a condition  much  more  to  be  deplored.  It  is  possible 
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to  promote  from  one  grade  to  another,  or  from  one  school  to 
another,  under  most  favorable  conditions,  and  still  hear  simi- 
lar or  more  general  complaints  as  to  preparation  for  the 
advanced  work.  It  is  not  always  impossible  to  find  the  true 
explanation  of  such  a case.  It  may  be  due  to  the  entire 
change  of  school  atmosphere  undergone  by  the  class.  Let 
us  imagine  an  extreme  case. 

To  transfer  a class  of  pupils  from  a schoolroom  where 
mere  forms  have  been  secondary,  where  their  mental  growth 
has  been  nourished  and  sustained  by  the  intelligent  compre- 
hension of  their  individual  wants,  where  all  their  petty  trials 
and  failures  have  met  a frank  and  generous  sympathy,  where 
the  inspiring  influences  of  an  unselfish  devotion,  inexhausti- 
ble love  and  patience,  have  lighted  one  and  all,  and  steadily 
maintained  the  glow  of  intellectual  fire  by  close,  constant, 
and  persistent  interest  in  the  success  of  each  individual 
pupil;  to  transfer  pupils  from  such  an  atmosphere  to. one 
of  desolate  frigidity,  where  distant,  calm,  and  cool  observa- 
tion takes  the  place  of  generous,  sympathetic  encouragement, 
where  the  time  given  to  examination  in  daily  tasks  leaves  no 
room  for  wholesome  instruction,  which  is  the  proper  function 
of  the  teacher,  and  no  room  for  exercises  necessary  to  form 
correct  mental  habits,  — to  do  this  and  expect  no  friction,  no 
failures,  would  be  preposterous.  While  so  extreme  a case 
could  not  happen  in  this  city,  it  has  been  stated  as  a possible 
one  in  school-life  in  order  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the 
unity  and  harmony  of  the  whole  system  may  be  promoted 
by  a greater  familiarity  on  the  part  of  teachers  with  each 
other’s  methods  and  processes.  When  a pupil  ceases  to 
forget  during  vacation  some  of  the  isolated  facts  and  dry 
technicalities  of  the  previous  year’s  work,  and  has  acquired 
so  securely  correct  mental  habits  that  he  no  longer  needs 
the  example  and  inspiring  enthusiasm  of  a living  teacher,  his 
education  is  already  as  complete  as  the  schools  can  make  it, 
and  it  will  matter  little  to  him  when  he  leaves  them. 
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TEACHERS. 

The  securing  of  well-trained  teachers  as  vacancies  occur 
is  steadily  increasing  in  importance,  if  we  would  keep  our 
schools  at  a high  standard  of  excellence.  The  superiority  of 
the  German  schools  is  due  to  the  practice  of  the  state,  which 
intrusts  the  instruction  of  the  young  only  to  thoroughly- 
trained  teachers,  who  have  received  their  education  in  semi- 
naries controlled  and  almost  exclusively  supported  by  the 
state.  In  Prussia,  in  1876,  there  were  ninety-nine  such  semi- 
naries with  6,729  male  students  preparing  to  teach  in  the 
elementary  school  corresponding  to  our  primary  grades  and 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth  grammar  grades ; seven  with  47 0 female 
students,  — one  female  to  twelve  male  teachers.  Students 
are  admitted  to  a three-years’  course  of  study  in  these  schools 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  having  passed  the  required  examina- 
tion. In  these  schools  there  is  one  teacher  to  ten  pupils 
upon  an  average  throughout  the  German  states. 

The  students  rise  at  five,  and  retire  at  half-past  nine  in 
winter,  at  ten  in  summef.  For  the  first  year,  thirty-eight 
hours  a week  are  given  to  the  recitations  and  exercises  of  the 
school,  and  three  hours  daily  out  of  school ; the  remaining 
hours  (sixteen  and  a half  or  seventeen)  are  given  to  reading 
under  direction  of  the  teachers,  industrial  pursuits  (domestic 
and  agricultural),  meals,  and  recreation,  one-half  day  Wednes- 
day and  Saturday  for  the  recreation  of  collecting  specimens 
of  plants  and  minerals  for  the  school.  For  pupils  seventeen 
years  of  age,  this  is  solid  work,  and  means  making  a busi- 
ness of  education ; and  the  state  recognizes  the  professional 
character  of  the  services  such  training  is  likely  to  give  b}^ 
permanency  of  position,  and  future  support  of  teachers  worn- 
out  in  its  service. 

One  who  desires  to  teach  in  a secondary  school  is  to  go 
through  a preparatory  course  of  nine  years,  and  an  additional 
academic  three-years’  course. 

The  secondary  schools  admit  pupils,  boys  nine  years  of.  age 
(the  state  not  providing  secondary  instruction  for  girls),  which 
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covers  the  ground  of  our  grammar  grades,  excepting  the 
fourth,  and  the  four-years  of  the  high  school. 

The  curriculum  of  the  nine-years’  course  of  the  secondary 
school  includes,  — 

In  Latin,  the  grammar,  and  Caesar,  Ovid,  Livy,  Sallust, 
some  of  Cicero’s  Orations,  Epistles,  and  Philosophical  Writ- 
ings, Virgil’s  ^Eneid,  Horace’s  Odes,  Satires,  and  Epistles, 
Germania  of  Tacitus,  Juvenal,  Terence,  Plautus,  and  Roman 
literature. 

In  Greek,  the  grammar,  and  Xenophon,  Homer,  Herodo- 
tus, Plato,  Sophocles,,  and  Greek  literature. 

German  and  French,  and  translating  French  into  German 
and  Latin. 

Mathematics,  — arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  planimetry, 
stereometry,  and  trigonometry ; history,  general,  German,  and 
local,  with  special  regard  to  social  and  literary  development ; 
geography  in  all  its  divisions,  with  map-drawing ; natural 
history,  mineralogy,  botany,  and  zoology,  physics,  an  exhaus- 
tive course  of  mechanics,  electricity,  magnetism,  light  and 
heat ; drawing,  gymnastics,  and  music  throughout  the  course. 
Hebrew  is  elective  for  those  who  intend  to  study  theology. 

With  the  known  disposition  of  the  German  to  thorough 
work,  the  above  curriculum  looks  not  a little  startling  when 
we  remember  the  graduate  may  be  but  eighteen  years  of  age. 

Candidates  for  teaching,  after  having  taken  such  a prepara- 
tory course,  which  they  expect  to  teach  in  their  turn,  are 
required  to  study  a more  advanced  course,  which  we  have 
not  room  to  give,  for  three  years  longer,  and,  if  successful 
in  passing  the  searching  examination  of  the  official  examiners 
are  selected  to  assist  in  the  secondary  schools.  Therein  lies 
the  great  secret  of  the  excellent  results  of  the  German  school 
system.  From  this  very  brief  abstract  it  is  clearly  seen  that 
education  in  Germany,  for  pupil  and  teacher,  begins  with 
work,  continues  with  more  work,  and  can  only  end  with  the 
formation  of  habits  of  industry  for  entering  upon  any  kind 
of  work. 

The  central  idea  of  the  system  seems  to  be  a brave,  earnest 
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effort  to  train  their  pupils  up  to  the  fair  proportions  of  a 
full,  well-rounded  programme  of  studies,  not  a vain  attempt, 
by  adding  a blemish  here,  or  marring  a beauty  there,  to  adapt 
a programme  to  the  countless  idiosyncrasies  and  incapacities 
of  its  possible  pupils.  Hebrew  is  made  elective. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  supervision  of  the  High  School  by  the  able  sub- 
committee having  it  in  charge,  and  their  full  reports  to  the 
Board  as  to  the  general  excellence  of  its  work,  and  also  as 
to  results  obtained  in  each  particular  branch  of  study,  after 
careful  examination  had  by  some  one  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, might  seem  to  excuse  me  from  any  extended  obser- 
vations thereon.  The  High  School  is  a most  important  and 
powerful  element  in  the  public  school  system,  essentially 
modifying  its  whole  character,  its  influence  extending  to 
the  lowest  grade.  Not  only  is  its  broadening  and  elevating 
influence  felt  upon  society  by  the  culture  and  character  of 
the  graduates  annually  sent  forth  from  its  halls,  but  another 
and  important  influence  is  felt  immediately  upon  the  pupils 
of  the  lower  grades,  exciting  and  stimulating  them  to  more 
faithful  efforts  in  their  present  work,  that  they  may  be  prop- 
erly qualified  to  reap  the  advantages  of  a more  advanced 
course  of  study. 

It  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to  speak  of  the  ability  and 
faithfulness  of  the  accomplished  principal  and  his  able 
assistants  in  the  discharge  of  their  several  duties ; for  this 
is  well  known  to  all  the  members  of  the  Board.  By  the 
wise  direction  of  the  committee  having  special  charge  of 
this  school,  the  general  English  course  is  given  the  most 
prominent  place  in  its  composite  curriculum,  while  the  col- 
lege course,  the  special  and  mixed  courses,  are  secondary  ; 
yet  the  results  obtained  in  the  college  course  are  of  the 
highest  order,  as  is  abundantly  shown  by  the  success  of  its 
graduates  in  their  subsequent  career.  To  carry  forward  so 
many  separate  and  mixed  schools  really  in  one  organization 
involves  great  strength  and  great  industry.  That  the  work 
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is  too  much  for  the  same  corps  of  teachers  to  carry,  who 
could  easily  manage  the  same  number  of  pupils  devoted  to 
either  course  of  study,  has  been  sufficiently  presented  to  the 
attention  of  the  Board.  There  is  no  economy  in  overwork- 
ing teachers : time  is  not  the  only  element  in  school-work, 
hardly  the  most  important.  A high  school  is  not  established 
for  the  feeble  in  body  or  mind  : it  is,  on  the  contrary, 
intended  for  the  abler  and  stronger,  both  physically  and  men- 
tally, and  for  whom  further  progress  in  literature,  science, 
and  art,  will  be  a positive  gain  to  themselves  and  to  society ; 
and,  to  secure  these  ends,  its  curriculum  of  studies  is  generally 
framed.  For  this  reason,  time  to  the  pupil  is  an  important 
element : leaving  the  work  of  the  lower  grades,  he  expects, 
with  increasing  strength  and  age,  to  labor  more  diligently, 
and  give  more  time  to  the  crowning  work  of  his  school-life. 
But  he  has  not  yet  outgrown  the  assistance  of  his  teacher, 
and  the  teacher  must  have  time  to  investigate  and  supply 
his  intellectual  wants.  To  maintain  this  school  at  its  pres- 
ent high  standard  of  excellence  requires,  under  its  present 
complicated  organization,  the  additional  force  of  at  least  two 
assistants. 

It  is  also  recommended  to  the  Board  that  pupils  whose 
parents  will  certify  that  they  are  to  take  a college  course  be 
allowed  to  .enter  the  High  School  from  the  seventh  class  of 
the  grammar-school,  or,  in  exceptional  cases,  from  the  sixth, 
or  that  such  pupils  be  allowed  to  begin  at  that  time  some  of 
the  studies  of  the  college  course.  The  greater  ease  in  learn- 
ing another  language,  the  more  lasting  impressions  received 
at  an  earlier  age,  would  abundantly  justify  such  a step,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  greater  pleasure  and  thoroughness  that 
would  be  gained  by  th6  pupil.  Neither  is  it  to  be  overlooked 
that  not  only  are  the  mental  habits  and  character  of  the  pupil 
fixed  by  the  High-school  course,  but  his  habits  of  industry 
will  be  largely  influenced  by  the  work  required  of  him  during 
the  same  period. 

It  is  of  the  first  consequence  then,  that,  while  his  time  is 
fully  and  pleasantly  occupied  with  work  suited  to  his  years 
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and  ability,  he  be  not  overtasked  nor  misled  in  his  judgment 
as  to  his  real  strength  and  what  he  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  perform. 


GRAMMAR  GRADES. 

The  work  of  the  grammar  grades  has  proceeded  in  the 
usual  channels  or  by  the  usual  methods,  modified  only  or 
mainly  by  adapting  it  to  the  prescribed  course  of  study.  The 
results  obtained  in  these  grades,  as  well  as  in  the  primary, 
are  by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  time  and  effort 
given  to  them  by  pupil  and  teacher.  It  was  not  thought 
advisable  to  require  any  material  departure  from  previously 
established  methods  until  a complete  and  perfect  understand- 
ing of  the  actual  work  done  had  been  obtained,  and  then, 
only  after  full  and  free  discussion  upon  any  modifications 
thereof.  At  the  teachers’  meetings  a most  commendable 
spirit  has  generally  been  manifested  in  freely  canvassing  the 
methods  of  each  other,  and  different  methods  of  accomplish- 
ing the  required  work.  Special  efforts  have  been  made  to 
enable  these  and  the  primary  grades  to  perform  their  work  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner.  It  is  confidently  expected 
that  the  present  year  will  show  results  in  some  degree  com- 
mensurate with  the  efforts  thus  put  forth. 

Here  the  pupil,  in  great  degree,  forms  his  habits  of  mental 
action,  and  it  is  of  the  first  consequence  that  they  be  correct. 
A confused,  halting  manner  of  expressing  his  thoughts  is 
sure  to  accompany  an  uncertain,  hesitating  mode  of  thinking. 
To  enable  the  pupil  to  think  clearly,  he  must  be  required,  as 
often  as  may  be,  to  express  his  thought  in  his  own  way,  in 
as  clear,  distinct,  and  fluent  a manner  as  possible.  We  have 
entered  upon  the  present  year’s  work  with  this  end  distinctly 
in  view,  and  shall  carefully  watch  the  progress  made  in  this 
direction. 

PRIMARY  GRADES. 

The  primary  grades,  requiring  really  the  most  varied  skill, 
untiring  patience,  and  unbounded  resources,  in  the  teacher, 
have  made  commendable  progress  during  the  past  year  in 
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reading  and  number,  though  not  equal  progress  in  each  in 
the  same  class.  A great  step  has  been  attempted,  and  suc- 
cessfully accomplished  by  some,  in  teaching  reading.  The 
pupil  is  emplo}^ed  busily  in  printing  from  book,  board,  and 
memory,  all  that  he  reads,  and  not  allowed  to  suppose  that 
simply  calling  the  words  forwards  or  backwards  is  reading. 
The  sentence,  word,  and  phonic  methods,  variouslycombined, 
according  to  the  skill  of  the  teacher,  are  used,  remembering 
always  that  the  child  must  know  the  separate  words  with  the 
associated  idea  in  order  properly  and  thoroughly  to  know 
the  sentence.  Intelligent  teachers  do  not  now  attempt  to 
teach  the  child  to  read  by  first  learning  the  names  of  the  let- 
ters. Clear,  distinct  articulation  is  of  first  importance,  with 
an  easy,  natural  utterance  of  the  word  and  of  the  whole  sen- 
tence containing  it,  following  in  their  order.1  Printing  is 
to  be  continued  for  three  months  or  more,  to  fix  clearly  in 
the  mind  of  the  pupil  the  forms  of  the  letters  as  he  will  often- 
est  find  them  in  type,  and  then  script  is  introduced,  and 
the  writing  of  what  is  read  continued,  for  the  aid  it  gives  in 
learning  to  read,  write,  and  spell.  Teachers  can  begin  with 
script  if  they  prefer. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Fortunate  is  the  city  or  town  in  possession  of  a public 
library,  more  fortunate  still  if  its  library  be  wisely  managed 
and  intelligently  used.  For  children  of  school-age,  too  much 
reading  hinders  the  formation  of  correct  mental  habits,  even 
of  books  of  an  entirely  unobjectionable  character.  The 
pupil’s  reading  should  be,  like  his  regular  studies,  entirely 
under  the  direction  of  a competent  adviser,  which  his 
teacher  ought  to  be,  At  the  request  of  the  School  Board, 
the  Trustees  of  the  Newton  Public  Library  have  published 
a list  of  books  of  reference  and  books  to  be  read,  and  distrib- 
uted it  through  the  schools.  It  is  a wise  and  generous  step. 

1 By  which  it  is  not  meant  that  each  word  must  always  he  taught  sepa- 
rately, hut  better  often,  as  it  stands  in  a simple  sentence,  conveying  some 
thought  to  the  pupil. 
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With  proper  restrictions  as  to  the  kind  and  quantity  of  these 
good  books  to  be  read  by  any  one  pupil,  much  good  may 
come  from  the  possession  of  a public  library.  Could  the 
trustees  purchase,  say,  twenty  copies  of  a book,  each  set  of 
twenty  copies  containing  reading-matter  suitable  for  each  of 
the  higher  grades  of  all  the  schools,  and  loan  them,  each  set 
all  at  once,  to  a single  school  or  class,  to  be  read  and  criticised 
by  pupils  and  teacher,  during  which  time  the  pupils  should 
have  no  other  reading,  an  incalculable  advantage  would  be 
gained.  The  pupil  would  acquire  a taste  for  good  reading, 
and  leave  school  with  the  ability  to  use  the  library  to  advan- 
tage in  his  subsequent  leisure,  for  which  it  was  originally 
intended.  We  have  no  doubt  every  thing  that  can  be  done 
will  be  done,  as  has  been  already  done,  by  the  trustees  of  the 
library,  to  multiply  its  usefulness  to  the  greatest  possible 
extent.  Non-resident  pupils  are  now  allowed  free  use  of  the 
library. 

CONCLUSION. 

After  all  the  teacher’s  anxiety  and  labor  for  the  pupil’s 
intellectual  progress,  there  still  lingers  in  the  mind  of  the 
conscientious  the  thought  that  possibly  his  moral  nature  has 
not  been  sufficiently  cared  for ; and  the  overshadowing  fact 
that  what  he  is  to  be  depends  upon  the  character  he  forms, 
forces  itself  upon  the  teacher’s  mind  with  painful  weight. 
To  such  we  offer  the  following  considerations.  Would  you 
awaken  in  the  pupil  that  trait  of  character  termed  by  Dr. 
Arnold  “ moral  thoughtfulness,”  or  “ the  inquiring  love  of 
truth  going  along  with  the  divine  love  of  goodness  ” ? ex- 
hibit that  trait  in  all  your  dealings  with  him.  Would  you 
have  him  sincere,  sympathizing,  courteous,  and  just  to  others? 
let  him  see  that  you  are  such  in  all  your  relations  to  him 
and  to  others.  Would  you  have  him  high-minded,  generous, 
noble  in  conduct  to  others  ? he  will  not  fail  to  be  such,  in- 
spired by  the  irresistible  influence  of  your  example.  Would 
you  strengthen  his  faith  in  the  Infinite  ? by  your  works 
show  him  yours.  You  cannot  prevent  the  pupil  from  catch- 
ing these  traits  of  character  as  they  are  daily  exhibited  in 
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the  schoolroom  ; for  their  influence  is  positive,  and  cannot  be 
resisted.  This  is  due  to  the  imitative  nature  of  the  pupil, 
and  his  great  susceptibility  to  impressions  from  visible  ob- 
jects ; and  you  need  not  despair  because  you  have  little  or  no 
time  to  weary  him  with  so-called  moral  stories,  which  may 
please  or  vex  him  according  to  his  mood,  and  are  of  little 
worth  when  contrasted  with'  your  own  example.  Yet  further : 
it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  best  moral  discipline  is  not 
separable  from  the  mental,  but  psychologically  a part  of  it. 
Correct  habits  of  mental  action  are  as  essential  to  clear 
thinking  in  moral  acts  as  in  the  purely  abstract.  The  pupil 
must  be  taught  to  be  true  to  his  own  memory,  to  reproduce 
his  own  thoughts  in  the  precise  language  he  has  once  formu- 
lated them,  that  he  may  acquire  the  habit  of  repeating  to 
others  the  precise  words,  if  he  attempt  it,  that  he  may  have 
heard  or  read.  To  this  end  he  must  not  only  be  faithful  to 
his  own  thoughts  and  imaginings  in  giving  them  expression, 
but  must  cultivate  the  habit  of  giving  an  earnest,  exhausting 
attention  to  whatever  he  may  be  called  upon  to  reproduce,  • 
that  he  may  learn  to  do  exact  justice  to  others'  as  well  as  to 
himself.  Teach  him  to  form  correct  estimates  of  his  own 
merits,  and  he  will  not  be  eager  to  under-estimate  the  merits 
of  others.  Teach  him  to  state  clearly  and  fearlessly  his  own 
motives,  and  he  will  be  less  likely  to  mistake  or  misrepre- 
sent the  motives  of  others.  So  that  the  moral  discipline  to 
external  and  internal  honesty  inevitably  accompanies  every 
school-exercise,  and  the  moral  training  of  the  child  should 
no  longer  be  dissociated  from  his  intellectual  training,  as 
though  it  could  be,  in  any  efficient  degree,  accomplished  as  a 
separate  object  of  pursuit  by  simply  repeating  nursery-tales, 
or  glibly  rehearsing  graver  moral  precepts.  These  have 
their  appropriate  place  and  influence,  but  are  no  substitute 
for  the  overpowering  influence  of  example,  supplemented  by 
earnest,  devoted  teaching  by  philosophic  methods. 

E.  HUNT,  Superintendent. 


Newtonville,  Oct.  21,  1878. 
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Names  or  Teachers. 

Department. 

Class. 

hole  No.  of 
Pupils  during 
/he  Year. 

6 

o 

•1 

sS 

o 

?erage 

Attendance. 

).  of  Pupils 

under  5. 

).  of  Pupils 

aver  15. 

*5 

<1 

High  School. 

276 

256 

239.4 

- 

228 

Francis  A.  Waterhouse  . 
Ezra  W.  Sampson  . . . 

John  F.  Kent 

Thomas  B.  Lindsay  . . 
S.  Alice  Worcester . . . 
Louise  A.  Dennison  . . 

Carrie  Spear 

M.  Isabel  Hanson  . . . 

Master. 

Sub-Master. 

Assistant. 

a 

it 

a 

a 

a 

District  No.  1. 

908 

728.6 

671.8 

- 

38 

Albert  L.  Harwood  . . 

Master. 

Mason  School. 

Mary  L.  Searle  .... 
Emma  M.  Lunt  .... 
Maria  F.  Wood  .... 
Clara  A.  Curtis  .... 
Maud  McWilliams  . . . 
Lottie  P.  Harbach  . . . 
Ellena  Thompson  . . . 
Ellen  M.  Cook  .... 

Head  Assist. 
Assistant. 

it 

a 

u 

a 

a 

u 

8,9 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Prospect  School. 

Martha  L.  Perkins  . . . 
Marion  M.  Miller  . . . 
Ella  F.  Crooker  .... 

Emma  Taylor 

M.  Ella  Hildreth.  . . . 
Mary  P.  Fanning  . . . 

Head  Assist. 
Assistant. 

8,  9 

6,  7 

4,  5 

3,4 

2 

1 

Hyde  School. 

Cevilla  R.  Richardson  . . 
Alotta  E.  Stearns  . . . 

Assistant. 

4,  5 

1,  2,  3 

Oak-Hill  School. 

Mary  E.  Minter  .... 

Principal. 

1,3, 4, 6, 7, 8 

Thompsonville  School. 
Agnes  S.  Carleton  . . . 

Principal. 

1,  2,  3,  4, 
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Names  op  Teachers. 

Department. 

Class. 

Whole  No.  of 

Pupils  during 

the  Year. 

Average 

Whole  No. 

Average 

Attendance. 

No.  of  Pupils 

under  5. 

No.  of  Pupils 

over  15. 

District  No.  2. 

416 

323.1 

303.9 

3 

39 

Luther  E.  Leland  . . . 

Master. 

Hamilton  School. 

Ellen  M.  Leland  .... 

Head  Assist. 

6,  8,  9 

Anna  G.  Swain  .... 

Assistant. 

4,  5 

Carrie  L.  Kimball  . . . 

“ 

1,  2,  3 

Williams  School. 

Elizabeth  A.  Pinnock  . . 

Head  Assist. 

8,  9 

Phebe  W.  Bunker  . . . 

Assistant. 

6,  7 

Ella  F.  Brown  .... 

4,  5 

Susan  E.  Copeland  . . . 

<1 

2,  3 

Ann  B.  Smith 

“ 

1 

District  No.  3. 

935 

757 

699.7 

- 

45 

Levi  F.  Warren  .... 

Master. 

Peirce  School. 

Sarah  A.  Warren  . . . 

Head  Assist. 

8,  9 

Mary  J.  Pickering  . . . 

Assistant. 

7 

Eliza  E.  Simmons  . . . 

“ 

6 

Davis  School. 

Ella  G.  Bates 

Principal. 

5 

Calista  S.  Wood  .... 

Assistant. 

3,  4 

Lucy  E.  Davis  .... 

“ 

2,  3 

Sarah  E.  Foster  .... 

“ 

1 

Franklin  School. 

Emma  J.  Thompson  . . 

Principal. 

5,  6 

Susan  P.  Richmond  . . 

Assistant. 

3,  4 

Mary  E.  Tufts  .... 

“ 

2 

Martha  S.  Stacy  .... 

“ 

1 

Adams  School. 

M.  Abby  Smith  .... 

Head  Assist. 

8,  9 

Abby  J.  Warner  . . . 

Assistant. 

7,  8 

Estella  M.  Haynes  . . . 

“ 

3,4 

Lydia  A.  Brierly  . . . 

“ 

1,2 

Claflin  School. 

Alice  Pitts 

Principal. 

6,  7 

Lilia  T.  Wilder  .... 

Assistant. 

5 

Mary  R.  Ware  .... 

“ 

3,  4 

Lizzie  Flint 

“ 

1,  2 

District  No.  4. 

819 

676 

612.3 

1 

19 

H.  Chapin  Sawin  . . . 

Master. 

Bigelow  School. 

Clara  C.  Prince  .... 

Head  Assist. 

8,  9 

Eudora  Sanford  .... 

Assistant. 

7,  8 
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Names  of  Teachers. 

Department. 

Class. 

Whole  No.  of 

Pupils  during 

the  Year. 

Average 

Whole  No. 

Average 

Attendance. 

No.  of  Pupils 

under  f>. 

Bigelow  School  — Con. 

Martha  M.  Bakeman  . . 

Assistant. 

7 

S.  Louise  Shelton  . . . 

5,  6 

Josephine  H.  Waters  . . 

5 

Anna  F.  Gage  .... 

“ 

4 

Mary  H.  Dwyer  .... 

it 

4 

Underwood  School. 

Emma  M.  Cleary  . . . 

Assistant. 

3 

Annie  L.  Wood  .... 

2 

Josephine  W.  Littlefield  . 

1 

Lincoln  School. 

Alotta  C.  Wilmarth  . . 

Assistant. 

1,  2,3 

Jackson  School. 

John  C.  Lyeth  .... 

Principal. 

5,  6,7 

H.  Augusta  Millard  . . 

Assistant. 

4,  5 

Louise  W.  Stearns  . . . 

3,  4 

Ella  M.  Hotchkiss  . . . 

2 

Jeannette  A.  Grant.  . . 

1 

Ellen  F.  Dalrymple  . . 

<< 

Special  Teachers. 

William  S.  Tilden  . . . 

Music. 

Mrs.  Emma  F.  Bowler  . 

Writing. 

A.  Hun  Berry  .... 

Drawing. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Statistics  of  Monthly  Attendance , and  the  Aggregate  Attendance  for  School  Year  ending  June  28,  1878. 
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DECEMBER. 

•aotrepaany 

5.U90  J9(J 

rH  ^ rH 
rH  H*  p—  CO 

05  p5  a oo  05 

91.9 

93.3 

97.1 

95.2 

T*  00  Nh 

rt<  CO  <M  d 05* 
05  05  05  05  CO 

92.4 

90.3 

86.7 

89.4 

84 

87.6 

05 

92.2 

•aouepuapiy 

9§B.I9AY 

O CO  00  O CO 
05  C<i  CO*  d 
HOOOrtCO 
CO  <N 

686.4 

192.5 

106.4 

298.9 

T*  rH  GO  ^ 1C 

^ ci  o id  d 

<N  CO  CO  ^ ^ 

703.2 
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27.1 

175 
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9§BJ9Ay 

348.8 

213.8 
92.2 
17.8 
66.7 

729.2 

206.5 

109.4 

d 

CO 

132.1 

172.7 
144 
157.4 

156.7 

762.9 

290.3 

134 

30.3 

208.2 

662.8 

265.5 

2736.3 
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29.7 

221.5 
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OCTOBER. 
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87.6 

16.5 
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200.8 

195.3 

306.1 
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172.6 

137.6 
146.1 
154.3 

739.4 

284.9 
119.5 

28.6 

227.9 

660.9 

264.9 

2645.9 

•OK  sioqAi 
9SBJ9AY 

378.9 

229 

92.4 

17.4 

717.7 

211.1 

109.7 

00 

© 

CO 

134 

177.7 

146 

152.9 

162.9 

773.5 

298.9 

128.8 

31.2 

247.3 

706.2 

o 

<N 

2788.2 

SCHOOLS. 
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The  following  Table  gives  the  Statistics  of  Monthly  Attendance , and  the  Aggregate  Attendance  for  School  Year  ending  June  28,  1878. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


SCHOOL  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1878. 


General  Appropriation  for  Support  of  Schools $71,000  00 

Received  from  Dog  Tax 811  33 

Transferred  from  Appropriation  for  School  Incidentals  ....  383  79 

Transferred  from  Appropriation  for  Industrial  Drawing  ....  214  80 


Amount  paid  to  Superintendent $2,700  00 

Amount  paid  to  Teachers 61,161  25 

Amount  paid  to  Janitors 3,928  00 

Amount  paid  to  Secretary 300  00 

Amount  paid  for  Fuel 4,320  67 


Appropriation  for  Repairs  and  Incidentals $9,500  00 

Transferred  to  General  Appropriation 383  79 


Amount  expended 

Appropriation  for  Evening  Schools 
Amount  expended 


Appropriation  for  Conveyance  of  Pupils  to  the  High  School  . . 
Amount  expended 


Appropriation  for  Industrial  Drawing $500  00 

Transferred  to  General  Appropriation 214  80 


Amount  expended 

Balance  unexpended 

RECAPITULATION. 

Expenditure  for  Support  of  Schools 

Expenditure  for  Repairs  and  Incidentals 

Expenditure  for  Conveyance  of  Pupils  to  the  High  School 

Total  Expenditure  for  1878  * 

Expenditure  for  1874  * 

Expenditure  for  1875  * 

Expenditure  for  1876  * 

Expenditure  for  1877  * 


ISAAC  HAGAR, 


$72,409  92 


$72,409  92 


$9,116  21 
9,116  21 


$600  00 
600  00 


$900  00 
900  00 


$285  20 
180  50 

$104  70 


$73,192  42 
9,116  21 
900  00 

$83,208  63 


$97,353  65 
96,649  23 
86,533  64 
83,917  89 

Secretary. 


* Excluding  cost  of  buildings. 
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OF  THE 


TRUSTEES 

OF  THE 

NEWTON  FREE  LIBRARY, 

NEWTON,  MASS., 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1878. 


BOSTON: 

FRANKLIN  PRESS:  RAND,  AVERY,  & CO., 
117  Franklix  Street. 

1879. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES,  1878. 

AT  LARGE. 


JULIUS  L.  CLARKE 

Term  expires  1883. 

JAMES  F.  C.  HYDE 

Term  expires  1882. 

GEORGE  H.  JONES  

Term  expires  1881. 

JOHN  S.  FARLOW 

Term  expires  1880. 

BRADFORD  K.  PEIRCE 

Term  expires  1879. 

FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

WILLIAM  I.  GOODRICH Term  expires  1879 

FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL. 


GEORGE  D.  ELDRIDGE 


Term  expires  1879. 


ORGANIZATION  FOR  THE  YEAR  1878. 


PRESIDENT. 

GEORGE  IT.  JONES. 

SECRETARY. 

FREDERICK  JACKSON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

PRESIDENT,  ex  officio.  BRADFORD  K.  PEIRCE. 

JOHN  S.  FARLOW.  JULIUS  L.  CLARKE. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BUILDING. 

PRESIDENT,  ez  officio.  WILLIAM  I.  GOODRICH. 

JAMES  F.  C.  HYDE.  GEORGE  D.  ELDRIDGE. 

S UPERINTENDENT. 

FREDERICK  JACKSON. 

LIBRARIAN. 

HANNAH  P.  JAMES. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN. 

CAROLINE  B.  JACKSON. 


JANITOR. 

JAMES  J.  TOWER. 


. 


Newton  Fkee  Library, 
Jan.  10, 1879. 

His  Honor  William  B.  Fowle,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Newton. 

Sir,  — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  the 
Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Library, 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ordi- 
nance of  1876  relating  thereto. 

Respectfully  yours, 

FREDERICK  JACKSON, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


TRUSTEES’  REPORT. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  Newton. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Newton  Free  Library  have  the 
honor  to  present  their  Report  for  the  year  ending  Dec. 
31,  1878. 

The  administration  of  the  Library  during  the  year 
has  been  uninterruptedly  successful,  and  the  Trustees 
have  full  confidence  that  it  is  highly  appreciated  by  the 
citizens  of  Newton. 

The  very  complete  report  of  the  Superintendent, 
herewith  submitted,  will  serve  to  present  the  working 
and  results  of  the  Library  and  Reading-Room  to  your 
knowledge  and  consideration ; and  your  confidence  is 
earnestly  invited  to  its  suggestions. 

In  a community  as  progressive  as  ours,  and  which  is 
not  exceptionally  so  in  our  country,  the  public  demands 
and  expects  constant  improvement  in  the  moral  and 
aesthetic  condition  of  all  its  institutions ; and,  while  the 
Trustees  are  mindful  of  the  result  of  such  demands  in 
a constant  tendency  to  increasing  expenditure,  they 
desire  to  take  cognizance  of  the  facts,  and  to  give  such 
expression  and  force  to  them  as  will  bring  to  the  atten- 
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tion  of  the  city  government  the  important  interests 
involved. 

While  the  statistics  presented  by  the  Superintendent 
do  not  show  an  actual  increase  of  use  of  the  books  of 
the  Library,  the  gratifying  tendency  to  a higher  class 
of  reading  is  made  manifest. 

That  one-third  of  the  eighty  thousand  volumes  taken 
from  the  Library  during  the  year  have  been  other  than 
“ prose  fiction  and  juvenile  ” is  alike  creditable  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  community  and  character  of  the 
selections  made  by  the  purchasing  committee. 

The  increasing  use  of  the  Reference  Department  is 
also  evidence  of  the  knowledge  and  estimation  which 
the  public  has  of  its  value ; and  the  Trustees  have 
endeavored  to  increase  the  facilities  and  convenience 
for  study  at  its  alcoves  and  tables. 

The  Reading-Room  has  become  a resort  for  a large 
number  of  persons  for  general  reading  of  magazines 
and  periodicals,  it  being  specially  notable  that  many 
young  men  and  lads  thus  spend  much  of  the  day  and 
evening,  and  that  all  the  sources  of  information  which 
this  room  affords  are  highly  prized  and  largely  used  by 
the  public. 

The  past  year  has  continued  the  evidence  of  former 
years  that  the  present  and  future  usefulness  of  the 
Library  has  the  confidence  and  regard  of  those  persons 
in  our  community  whose  means  enable  them  to  be  gen- 
erous, and  by  their  generosity  and  desire  to  promote 
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the  future  intelligence  of  the  public  mind,  and  thus 
connect  their  names  with  those  in  other  cities  who  have 
given  to  such  institutions  them  highest  value  by  perma- 
nent endowments. 

In  1877  the  Hon.  Alden  Speare,  then  Mayor  of 
Newton,  gave  to  the  Library  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be  used  by  the 
Trustees  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

In  August  last  the  Trustees  were  notified  by  the  City 
Treasurer  that  a further  gift  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Speare,  on  certain  condi- 
tions, in  accordance  with  which  the  money  was  waiting 
their  action.  The  Trustees  accepted  the  gift,  and  added 
it  to  the  previous  sum.  They  also  voted  to  name  these 
gifts  44  The  Alden  Speare  Fund.”  On  the  7th  of  De- 
cember last  the  Trustees  received  from  Mr.  Speare  the 
further  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  on  the  following 
conditions : 44  That  the  income  from  the  whole  sum 
thus  given  shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  works  upon 
manufactures  and  the  mechanic  arts,  and  that  prefer- 
ence be  given  to  works  for  the  Reference  Department 
of  the  Library ; also  that  there  be  added  to  the  present 
name  of  the  fund  the  words,  44  for  the  Promotion  of 
Manufactures  and  the  Mechanic  Arts.”  These  condi- 
tions being  in  accordance  with  the  judgment  of  the 
Trustees,  the  gift  was  accepted,  and  the  same  will  here- 
after be  known  as  44  The  Alden  Speare  Fund  for  the 
Promotion  of  Manufactures  and  the  Mechanic  Arts.” 
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By  these  generous  and  opportune  gifts  Mr.  Speare 
has  established,  for  a large  and  increasing  class  of  our 
young  men,  the  foundation  for  an  endowment  which  is 
sure  to  be  increased,  and  become  in  the  future  a benefit 
to  one  of  the  material  and  important  interests  of  the 
community,  thus  giving  evidence  of  the  most  practical 
nature  of  that  desire  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  the  city  of  Newton  which  has  ever  characterized  his 
conduct.  Mr.  Speare  has  also  presented  to  the  Trus- 
tees, to  be  placed  in  44  Edmands  Hall,”  photographic 
portraits  of  the  late  Hon.  J.  Wiley  Edmands  and  the 
present  President  of  the  Board,  both  of  which  have 
been  accepted. 

On  the  8th  of  December  the  Trustees  received  notice, 
from  the  executors  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Lydia 
M.  Jewett,  of  the  following  bequest:  44  I give  to  the 
Newton  Free  Library,  agreeably  to  my  late  husband’s 
intention, — provided  they  have,  or  furnish,  a suitable 
place  for  it,  — the  4 Transfiguration,’  by  Raphael,  copied 
from  the  original  picture  in  the  Vatican  expressly  for 
my  husband  in  1860 ; but,  if  the  Library  furnishes  no 
suitable  place  for  this  large  and  valuable  picture,  then 
I give  it,  agreeably  to  my  husband’s  expressed  wish,  to 
the  Art  Gallery  of  Amherst  College.”  In  accordance 
with  this  notice  and  conditions,  the  Trustees  having 
provided  a suitable  and  satisfactory  place  for  the  pic- 
ture, it  has  been  received  ; and  they  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  saying  that  its  position  is  favorable  for  light 
and  adornment  of  the  hall. 
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The  special  interest  which  Mr.  Jewett  manifested  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Library  by  liberal  gifts  to  its 
funds,  as  well  as  by  his  labor  and  valuable  aid  in  its 
early  history  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  is  thus 
perpetuated  by  the  fidelity  with  which  Mrs.  Jewett  has 
given  effect  to  his  wishes,  and  permanently  connected 
his  name  with  a department  of  education  to  which  he 
ever  gave  much  thought  and  study ; and  the  Trustees 
hope  that  there  has  thus  been  prepared  the  foundation 
of  an  Art  Collection  and  Gallery,  which  will,  by  con- 
stant accessions,  become  in  the  near  future  an  attractive 
and  beneficial  adjunct  of  the  Library. 

Art-culture  in  education  is  receiving  increased  atten- 
tion generally,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Trustees  that 
such  interest  may  be  manifested  in  art  by  our  Library 
as  will  foster  any  love  for  it  which  may  be  latent  in  our 
community ; and  to  this  end  they  have,  in  the  selection 
of  books  of  late,  given  preference  to  such  as  were  copi- 
ously illustrated.  Such  books  are  eagerly  sought  for, 
and  largely  read,  to  the  exclusion  of  much  of  the  light, 
fictitious  literature  with  which  all  libraries  are  so  plen- 
tifully supplied. 

The  importance  of  our  system  of  agencies  for  the 
distribution  of  books  in  all  the  wards  of  the  city  is 
brought  to  your  notice  by  the  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent ; and  the  Trustees  desire  to  emphasize  what  he 
says  by  referring  to  the  fact,  that,  of  the  81,030  vol- 
umes given  out,  33,709,  or  forty-two  per  cent  of  the 
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whole,  were  distributed  through  these  agencies  at  a cost 
for  transportation  of  $310.78.  The  expenses  of  this 
system  of  circulation  are  likely  to  be  increased  by  reason 
of  the  room  and  care  required  from  the  persons  who 
perform  this  work.  But  the  Trustees  are  quite  sure  that 
the  system  should  be  maintained,  and  with  such  con- 
veniences as  will  secure  a much  larger  circulation.  The 
establishment  of  branches  in  the  different  wards,  as 
suggested  by  the  Superintendent,  may  soon  become  the 
most  useful  and  economical  method  to  secure  that  result. 

The  subject  of  catalogues  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant in  connection  with  our  own,  as  well  as  all  other 
libraries.  Our  present  work  of  preparing  a card  cata- 
logue is  being  carried  on  successfully;  but  it  is  a great 
labor,  and  much  time  and  expense  will  be  required  to 
complete  it. 

In  considering  the  requirements  of  the  Library  for  the 
current  year,  the  Trustees  have  been  mindful  of  the 
desire  of  the  city  government  to  restrict  appropriations 
as  much  as  is  consistent  with  the  proper  administration 
of  its  affairs. 

The  expenses  of  the  Library  are  so  regular  as  not  to 
admit  of  much  change.  While,  therefore,  the  Trustees 
feel  obliged  to  ask  about  the  same  sum  as  last  year, 
they  will  guard  all  the  expenditures  against  any  unne- 
cessary increase,  and,  if  possible,  close  the  year  with  a 
larger  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account  than  that 
with  which  it  is  begun ; and  we  recommend  an  appro- 
priation for  the  year  of  $7,500  as  follows  : — 
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For  Salaries  ......  $2,700 

Books  .......  1,600 

Light  and  fuel  .....  800 

Supply  account  . . . . .500 

Reading-Room  .....  400 

Agencies  ......  400 

Catalogue  account  ....  600 

Binding  ......  300 

Furniture  and  fixtures  ....  200 

$7,500 


Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  H.  JONES, 

President. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees. 

In  conformity  with  the  ordinance  relating  to  this 
Library,  I herewith  submit,  for  your  consideration,  my 
Annual  Report.  In  the  several  appendixes  accompany- 
ing this  will  be  found  full  statistics  of  each  department 
of  the  Library  work.  The  past  year  has  been  excep- 
tional, as  compared  with  the  two  preceding,  in  being 
exempt  from  marked  changes  in  the  administration,  and 
disturbing  influences  of  an  unusual  nature. 

It  is  also  distinguished  by  a large  addition  of  books 
of  higher  average  value  than  in  former  years,  and  by 
such  additions  and  improvements  in  the  equipment  of 
the  Library  as  leaves  very  little  to  be  desired  in  this 
respect.  The  number  of  volumes  loaned  during  the 
year  is  a few  hundred  less  than  the  highest  heretofore 
reported.  Our  largest  circulation  was  attained  in  1876, 
when  the  public  interest  in  the  Library  was  very  much 
excited  by  its  transfer  from  the  Library  corporation  to 
the  city  government,  and  the  loan  of  books  increased 
24,000  volumes  per  annum  over  the  previous  year. 
Since  then  the  circulation  has  been  very  little  less,  and 
may  hereafter  be  reasonably  expected  to  exceed  it. 
The  comparatively  small  number  of  works  of  fiction  pub- 
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lished,  and  added  to  the  Library,  during  the  past  two 
years,  has  left  a certain  class  of  our  readers,  who  depend 
on  an  abundant  supply  of  new  novels,  with  a meagre 
stock  to  draw  upon;  and  thus,  in  view  of  the  diminished 
circulation,  it  may  be  assumed  that  a number  of  these 
readers  have,  for  a season,  ceased  to  use  the  Library. 
The  delivery  from  the  Library  and  its  agencies  for  the 
past  twelve  months  is  as  follows  : — 


1878. 

1877. 

(10  mos.) 

1876. 

Library 

Vols. 

47,321 

Vols. 

40,644 

Vols. 

50,530 

Newtonville  ....... 

8,081 

6,594 

8,190 

Newton  Centre 

6,696 

6,468 

7,571 

Auburndale 

6,304 

4,832 

4,838 

Upper  Falls 

4,360 

3,884 

4,447 

Newton  Highlands 

3,293 

2,139 

2,934 

West  Newton 

1,907 

1,239 

1,649 

Lower  Falls 

2,367 

1,267 

1,445 

North  Village  ....... 

701 

956 

101 

Total  circulation  ..... 

81,030 

68,023 

81,705 

The  agency  at  North  Village  was  closed  in  November 
for  want  of  suitable  accommodations,  and  because  of 
the  expense  of  its  maintenance,  while  the  demand  for 
books  had  diminished  full  twenty  per  cent.  With  this 
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exception,  our  agencies  in  the  several  wards  continue 
without  change,  and  appear  to  give  general  satisfaction, 
as  the  total  delivery  at  these  points  have  increased 
2,534  volumes  over  any  previous  year.  I am  very 
confident  that  a larger  use  will  be  made  of  our  library 
whenever  more  suitable  facilities  can  be  afforded  dis- 
tant residents  to  consult  catalogs  and  bulletins,  and 
to  make  those  numerous  inquiries  into  its  resources 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  Library 
staff  to  answer  if  the  information  can  be  obtained.  The 
amount  of  service  that  can  be  rendered  these  inquirers 
by  competent  library  assistants,  in  indicating  the  sources 
of  information  on  such  subjects  as  may  excite  the  public 
or  individual  attention,  is  not  to  be  measured  by  statistics, 
but  is  nevertheless  of  importance  both  to  the  pupils 
in  our  schools,  as  well  as  older  patrons  of  the  Library. 
It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  gentlemen  who  volun- 
teer their  services  as  receivers  and  distributors  of  books 
can  give  attention  to  this  important  feature  of  a libra- 
rian’s duties,  or  that  their  stores  will  furnish  the  neces- 
sary room  for  consulting  the  catalogs,  bulletins,  and 
manuals  that  are  provided. 

There  is  here  an  excellent  opportunity  for  our  wealthy 
citizens  to  show  their  public  spirit,  and  also  leave  an  en- 
during memorial  behind  them,  by  establishing  branches, 
with  reading-rooms  in  connection,  in  the  several  villages, 
with  a fund  for  their  maintenance,  under  the  care  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  This  would  afford 
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accommodation  for  a reference  library  that  is  needed 
in  every  neighborhood ; and,  by  placing  a competent 
person  in  charge,  the  business  with  the  main  Library 
would  receive  better  attention,  and  be  largely  in- 
creased. 

For  the  very  satisfactory  service  that  has  been  volun- 
tarily rendered  by  the  Library  agents  during  the  past 
year,  your  Board  and  the  community  in  general  are 
much  indebted. 

The  analysis  of  the  circulation,  shown  in  Appendix 
E,  exhibits  a gratifying  result  in  the  diminution  of  the 
demand  for  fiction  during  the  year,  while  the  average 
circulation  has  varied  little  during  the  past  three  years. 
The  reduction  of  nearly  four  and  a half  per  cent  in 
one  year  is  an  unusual  experience,  and  the  rate  of 
67.36  is  seldom  equalled  by  libraries  of  this  class. 
This  result  has  no  doubt  been  effected  in  part  by  the 
transfer  of  juvenile  books  on  the  subjects  of  history, 
biography,  travels,  and  natural  science,  from  the  alcove 
of  fiction  to  their  respective  departments.  I have  also 
indicated  elsewhere  another  reason  why  the  call  for 
fiction  has  been  lessened,  and  that  was  because  it  could 
not  be  supplied  to  the  usual  extent.  If  this  class  of 
readers  ceased  to  use  the  Library,  then  their  place  was 
filled  by  others  of  a more  serious  turn,  as  the  circulation 
of  the  past  two  years  will  show ; if,  however,  they  still 
continued  to  take  books,  then  they  have  turned  their 
attention  to  more  profitable  reading.  During  the  year 
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the  School  Committee  published  a brief  subject  catalog 
of  our  juvenile  works  in  history,  science,  and  English 
literature,  for  the  special  use  of  the  children  in  our 
public  schools.  While  the  Library  attendants  have  not 
observed  any  increased  use  of  this  class  of  books,  and 
while  we  know  the  natural  unwillingness  of  children 
to  be  guided  in  their  selections  from  the  Library,  still 
it  would  be  unreasonable  to  deny  to  this  simple  agency 
some  credit  for  the  improvement  in  the  demand  for 
books. 

As  our  juvenile  works  are  not  kept  apart  by  them- 
selves, I am  unable  to  speak  positively  on  this  point. 
I am  sure  that  a careful  review  of  the  books  added 
during  the  year  will  show  such  judicious  selections 
of  works  of  a general  character  and  interest,  as  well 
as  many  valuable  works  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  that 
it  may  be  reasonably  assumed  that  many  of  our  readers, 
being  disappointed  in  securing  the  desired  novel,  have 
made  selections  from  other  classes  of  reading,  and  were 
satisfied  with  the  change.  In  Appendix  E the  classifica- 
tion of  the  year’s  accessions,  as  well  as  present  contents 
of  the  Library,  are  shown.  Of  the  total  number  of  books 
received,  994  volumes  were  purchased  at  home  and 
abroad  at  an  expense  of  $2,013.80;  130  volumes 

were  given,  and  the  binding  of  pamphlets  and  files 
of  papers  and  magazines  from  the  Reading-Room  make 
the  total  accession  for  the  year  1,200  volumes.  The 
number  of  volumes  given  show  an  increase  over 
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former  years,  but  are  confined  to  a few  donors.  From 
Bev.  B.  K.  Peirce  we  have  received  at  various  times 
fifty-two  volumes,  a large  part  of  wdiich  were  elemen- 
tary text-books  in  different  branches  of  study  that  are 
frequently  called  for ; also  vols.  iii.  and  iv.  of  the 
44  American  Architect  and  Building  News.”  Through 
our  representative  at  Washington,  Hon.  William  Claflin, 
we  received  34  volumes  of  the  reports  of  the  surveys 
in  the  Territories  under  the  War  and  Interior  Depart- 
ments, and  other  government  publications.  Many  of 
these  valuable  works  wrould  not  have  reached  us,  but  for 
his  personal  application  in  our  behalf.  There  appears 
to  be  a lack  of  a proper  system  in  the  distribution  of 
government  publications,  which  sometimes  results  in 
their  being  sent  to  persons  who  can  make  no  proper 
use  of  them,  and  denied  to  depositories  where  they  will 
be  cared  for,  and  placed  for  the  use  of  a large  number 
of  people.  From  S.  E.  Decker,  Esq.,  we  have  the  cur- 
rent volumes  of  44  Harpers  Weekly”  and  44  Bazar,”  and 
from  George  H.  Jones,  Esq.,  a volume  of  photographs 
of  the  principal  works  of  art  in  Florence.  Among  the 
purchases  of  the  Library  Committee  are  many  impor- 
tant works,  of  wdiich  a brief  mention  may  not  be  out 
of  place.  These  are  Smith's  Dictionaries  of  Greek 
and  Homan  44  Biography  and  Mythology,”  also  44  An- 
tiquities” and  44  Geography”  and  the  44  Bible  ” (compris- 
ing, in  all,  ten  volumes) ; Johnson’s  Encyclopaedia  (in 
four  volumes) ; Hitchcock’s  44  Geology  of  New7  Ilamp- 
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sT  ire  ” (in  two  volumes).  In  illustrated  works  descrip- 
tive of  countries,  there  are  “India”  by  Eousselet, 
“ Italy”  by  Trollope,  “ Switzerland  ” by  Baden,- “ Lake 
Scenery  of  England”  by  Pvne,  “French  Pictures”  by 
Green,  “ Dead  Cities  of  the  Zuyder  Zee  ” by  Havard, 
“ Fair  Lusitania  ” by  C.  C.  Jackson,  “ The  Atlantic 
Islands”  by  Benjamin,  “ Through  the  Dark  Continent” 
by  Stanley,  and  “ China”  by  Eden.  In  the  department 
of  fine  arts  there  are  the  “ London  Art  Journal  ” (in 
thbty-eight  volumes),  “ Anatomy  of  Expression  ” by  Bell 
(original  edition),  “ Art  Embroidery  ” by  Lockwood  and 
Glaister,  the  “Millais”  and  “ Faed  Galleries,”  “Art 
in  the  House  ” by  Falke,  “ Chinese  Ornament  ” by 
Owen  Jones,  “ Liber  Studiorum  ” by  Turner,  “ Carved 
Ivories  ” by  Maskell,  “ Medallic  History  of  England,” 
“ Anatomy  for  Artists  ” by  Marshall,  “ Ghiberti  Gates” 
(shown  in  a series  of  photographs  of  its  panels)  by 
Shedd,  “ History  of  Ceramic  Art”  by  Young. 

The  practical  application  of  art  in  construction  is 
shown  in  “ Fustic  Work  ” by  Bicauti,  “ Art  Decoration 
applied  to  Furniture  ” by  Spofford ; also  “ Pottery,  bow 
it  is  Made,”  by  Nichols.  Among  additions  to  the 
department  of  natural  science  there  are  “ British  Moths 
and  Butterflies  ” by  Humphreys,  also  Hulme’s  works 
on  “ Familiar  Wild  Flowers,  also  Flowers,  their  Natural 
Growth  and  Treatment,”  “ Wild  Flowers  and  Grasses  ” 
by  Meehan,  and  “ American  Ornithology  ” by  Wilson 
and  Buonaparte.  In  the  department  of  travels  will 
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be  found  a full  set  of  “ Baedeker’s  Guide  Books,” 
“Voyage  in  the  Yacht  Sunbeam”  by  Mrs.  Brassey, 
“ Through  Holland  ” by  Wood,  “ Champlain’s  Voyages,” 
“Over  the  Pyrenees  into  Spain,”  and  “Walks  in  the 
South  of  France  ” by  Eyre.  Our  collection  of  English 
drama  has  been  enriched  by  the  addition  of  Dodsley’s 
“ Select  Collection  of  Old  English  Plays  ” (in  fifteen 
volumes).  In  English  literature  there  are  Tyler’s  “ His- 
tory of  American  Literature,”  “ English  Language  and 
Literature  ” by  Weiss,  “ British  Poetry”  by  Fields  and 
Whipple.  In  histories  are  Lamb’s  “ History  of  New 
York,”  Guizot’s  Histories  of  “England”  and  “France,” 
Stanley’s  “ Memorials  of  Westminster  Abbey,”  West- 
cott’s  “ Historic  Mansions  of  Philadelphia,”  Wilson’s 
“ Reminiscences  of  Old  Edinburgh.”  There  still  re- 
main to  be  mentioned  “ Private  Libraries  of  Provi- 
dence ” by  Rogers,  “ College  Book  ” by  Richardson, 
Perkins’s  “ Tuscan  Sculptors,”  Keller’s  “ Lake  Dwell- 
ings in  Switzerland,”  Tegner’s  “ Frithiofs’  Saga”  (a  large 
illustrated  copy),  Cesnola’s  “ Cyprus,”  and  Weber’s 
“ Indian  Literature,”  also  Count  Rumford’s  works 
complete  ; and  Hansard’s  “ Book  of  Archery  ” concludes 
my  selections  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  the  year’s 
additions. 

A recent  examination  of  the  Library  shows  that 
eleven  volumes  are  missing  and  unaccounted  for 
since  last  report,  the  total  value  of  which  is  $26.93. 
Of  those  reported  lost  last  year,  three  have  been 
recovered,  thus  reducing  that  number  to  seven.  It  is 
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quite  probable  that  some  of  those  now  missing  Avill  be 
hereafter  accounted  for,  and  thus  reduce  this  moderate 
deficit.  The  task  of  writing  the  catalog  of  the  Library 
upon  cards  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Librarian, 
with  an  occasional  assistant,  throughout  the  year.  Her 
report  shows  that  she  has  written  9,626  cards,  covering 
4,054  volumes,  and  occupying  848  hours ; making  the 
total  statement  of  this  work  since  the  beginning,  two 
years  ago,  of  14,123  cards,  5,965  volumes,  and  1,463 
hours.  This  last  statement  comprises  the  accessions 
for  two  years,  the  library  of  fiction  and  periodicals,  also 
the  reference  library,  and  a portion  of  the  collection  of 
English  essays,  poetry,  and  drama.  The  librarian’s 
other  duties  have  interfered  with  the  regular  progress 
of  this  work  ; and  at  the  present  rate  it  will  require  from 
two  to  three  years  more  to  complete  it,  unless  a compe- 
tent assistant  is  provided. 

These  cards  are  now  distributed  into  drawers  espe- 
cially provided  for  them ; and  it  is  expected  that  they 
will  furnish  reasonably  full  information  of  the  contents 
of  the  Library,  and  also  that  this  great  convenience  will 
lead  to  an  increased  use  of  the  more  valuable  collec- 
tions. During  the  year  the  desks  of  the  Reading-Room 
have  been  re-arranged,  in  order  to  secure  better  light 
for  the  readers  of  newspapers,  and  the  gas-fixtures  were 
changed  accordingly.  There  are  now  on  file  twenty- 
one  daily,  sixteen  weekly,  and  nine  monthly  papers  ; 
also  twenty-five  magazines. 


To  the  editors  of  “ The  Newton  Journal,”  “ Repub- 
lican,”  and  “ Transcript,”  we  are  indebted  for  files  of 
their  respective  papers.  From  Rev.  B.  lv.  Peirce  we  have 
received  full  files  of  nine  publications,  and  others  have 
been  given  by  persons  to  me  unknown.  The  number 
of  readers  is  constantly  increasing,  and  general  good 
order  has  been  maintained  by  the  Janitor.  The  vexa- 
tious matter  of  ventilating  this  room  has  had  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Public  Property  quite  recently; 
but  the  ventilators  provided  have  not  had  a sufficient 
trial  to  enable  me  to  decide  on  their  merits.  The  same 
committee  have  also  placed  a neat,  substantial  fence  on 
the  north  side  of  our  grounds,  that  will  serve  to  check 
trespassers  jvho  have  given  annoyance  in  past  years. 
While  the  addition  of  book-cases,  cabinets,  and  other 
furniture  during  the  year,  has  required  a large  expendi- 
ture, it  has  supplied  our  most  urgent  needs,  and  has 
provided  for  the  requirements  of  the  Library  in  this 
direction  for  several  years  to  come.  Cases  and  shelving 
for  books  have  been  placed  in  “Edmands  Hall”  of  suffici- 
ent capacity  for  four  thousand  volumes.  A case  of 
drawers  for  our  card  catalog  has  been  furnished,  which 
also  includes  cabinets  for  our  bound  volumes  of  news- 
papers, and  a number  of  large  drawers  for  the  reception 
of  our  more  costly  folios,  which  require  special  care. 

The  changes  in  the  Reading-Room  elsewhere  referred 
to,  and  a large  reading-table,  are  the  principal  items  in 
the  account  of  “ furniture  and  fixtures.”  The  catalog 
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of  the  Library  now  on  sale  is  confined  to  books  received 
since  July  1,  1871,  and  comprises  the  Authors’  List  and 
Bulletins  Nos.  1 and  2,  with  No.  3 now  in  press.  It  is 
now  over  a year  since  since  we  could  furnish  copies  of 
the  main  catalog,  although  a sufficient  number  were 
reserved  for  our  future  use ; and  it  is  certainly  a serious 
hiuderance  to  the  usefulness  of  the  Library  that  we  are 
not  able  to  supply  the  constant  demand  for  a more  com- 
plete catalog  of  our  collections.  In  view  of  the  great 
expense  involved  in  editing  and  printing  a catalog  of 
our  Library  with  the  fulness  and  accuracy  of  the  stan- 
dard of  modern  cataloging,  I have  sought  a substitute, 
which,  used  in  connection  with  our  full  card  catalog 
when  completed,  will,  I trust,  answer  all  practical  pur- 
poses. During  last  summer  I called  the  attention  of 
your  Board  to  a proposition  from  a committee  of  the 
American  Library  Association  to  edit,  without  expense 
to  this  Library  a subject  catalog  embracing  five  thou- 
sand titles  of  the  best  works  on  all  subjects,  most  of 
which  will  be  found  in  our  collections. 

It  is  further  proposed  that  such  selections  shall  be 
carefully  revised  by  specialists  in  the  several  depart- 
ments of  literature,  science,  and  art,  and  the  whole 
liberally  furnished  with  carefully  prepared  explanatory 
notes  ; and  finally,  provided  your  Board  assume  the  cost 
of  composition,  paper,  press-work,  and  binding  of  the 
first  edition,  the  committee  will  give  the  whole  matter 
of  publication  their  careful  supervision,  and  the  expense 
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thus  incurred  will  be  far  less  than  if  such  a catalog  were 
published  in  the  usual  way.  The  reputation  of  the 
committee  making  this  proposal  is  an  ample  guaranty 
that  such  a publication  would  be  a valuable  and  unique 
bibliografy  to  the  extent  of  the  number  of  titles  com- 
prised ; and  also  that  the  notes  appended  to  a large 
proportion  of  the  titles  would,  after  the  careful  revision 
which  is  promised,  at  once  place  this  catalog  far  in 
advance  of  any  which  the  skill  or  means  at  our  command 
could  otherwise  secure ; and  finally,  while  it  would  em- 
brace a large  proportion  of  the  most  useful  works  in 
our  Library  with  our  book  numbers,  it  would  also  indi- 
cate such  omissions  in  our  collections  of  standard  works 
as  our  Library  Committee  would  no  doubt  purchase  at 
the  earliest  opportunity.  There  are  at  present  some 
nine  thousand  titles  in  our  Library,  of  which  some  four 
thousand  are  so  seldom  called  for  as  to  justify  referring 
all  inquiries  concerning  them  to  the  card  catalog.  To 
cull  out  from  the  whole  collection  only  those  works 
whose  literary  or  scientific  value  gives  them  a classical 
or  authoritative  reputation  is  a task  requiring  the  com- 
bined skill  of  the  scholar  and  specialist,  and  the  result 
of  such  labors  will  surely  be  the  best  manual  for  all 
classes  of  readers.  In  considering  the  character  of 
such  voluntary  service,  it  should  be  understood  that  the 
committee  in  question  represent  an  association  of  libra- 
rians throughout  the  country,  whose  purpose  is,  by  their 
united  labors,  to  establish  standards  of  all  library 


appliances,  that  the  best  forms  may  be  secured  at  the 
least  cost.  This  work  has  been  in  successful  operation 
for  the  past  two  years ; and  the  undertaking  to  compile 
a model  catalog  that  shall  serve  the  purpose  of  all 
libraries  of  this  class  clearly  comes  within  the  scope  of 
their  organization.  It  will  greatly  redound  to  the  credit 
of  this  Library  to  be  the  first  to  recognize  and  avail  itself 
of  the  advantages  of  this  proposal.  The  registration  of 
borrowers  during  the  year  amounted  to  938  ; making  the 
total,  since  the  opening  of  the  Library,  7,775.  The  new 
index  to  the  registration,  which  includes  the  names  only 
of  those  persons  who  have  applied  for  cards  or  admission 
to  the  Library  in  the  last  two  years,  now  numbers  4,582  ; 
and  this  may  be  taken  as  a close  approximation  to  the 
actual  number  using  the  Library. 

Although  the  routine  of  work  during  the  past  year  has 
been  free  from  extraordinary  demands  on  the  Library 
staff,  yet  it  is  a pleasant  duty  to  acknowledge  the  con- 
scientious performance  of  its  tasks  by  its  several  members ; 
and  also  my  personal  obligation  for  the  cheerful  co-opera- 
tion I have  at  all  times  received  from  the  Librarian  and 
her  assistants  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  that  has,  to 
a large  extent,  relieved  me  of  many  of  the  cares  that 
were  incidental  to  my  position.  These  ladies  are  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  your  approval  for  the  successful  progress 
of  the  year’s  work. 

With  the  submission  of  this  report  I close  the  fifth 
year  of  my  connection  with  this  Library.  Engaging  in 
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its  affairs  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Library  Corporation  for  the  term  of  five  years,  I felt 
it  a duty,  after  the  transfer  of  the  Library  to  the  city  of 
Newton,  to  complete  my  service  by  accepting  the  post 
of  Superintendent,  to  which  your  Board  has  elected  me 
during  the  past  three  years.  I have  exercised  my  best 
ability  in  perfecting  its  equipment  and  methods,  and  in 
increasing  its  usefulness  ; but  its  demands  are  increasing, 
and  its  many  details  are  requiring  closer  attention,  in- 
volving, as  a consequence,  more  of  my  time  than  I feel 
able  to  give  to  it.  While  I shall  ever  feel  the  liveliest 
interest  in  the  future  of  the  Newton  Free  Library,  I 
must  request  to  be  relieved  from  further  participation 
in  its  management. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

FREDERICK  JACKSON, 
Superintendent. 


Newton,  Jan.  4,  1879. 


APPENDIX 


A. 


Receipts. 

1878. 

1877. 

1876. 

Dec.  31. 

Municipal  appropriation  . 

$7,500  00 

$6,000  00 

$3,500  00 

Fines  ...... 

273  91 

226  58 

348  45 

Sales  of  bulletins  and  catalogues 

29  74 

48  24 

77  59 

Sundries  ...... 

21  16 

36  77 

38  00 

Payments  for  missing  or  damaged 
books  ..... 

3 17 

50 

6 60 

Deposits  from  non-residents 

- 

10  00 

- 

Cash  on  hand  at  last  report 

$7,827  98 

7 96 

$6,322  09 
1,337  61 

$3,970  64 
3,349  70 

$7,835  94 

$7,659  70 

$7,320  34 
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B. 


Expenditures. 

1878.  , 

1877. 

1876. 

Dec.  31.  Book  Account. 

Books  ...... 

$2,013  80 

$1,378  90 

$893  98 

Periodicals  ..... 

368  51 

365  84 

335  93 

Pamphlets  ..... 

1 69 

1 98 

- 

Binding  ...... 

282  01 

233  97 

139  81 

Paper  covers  ..... 

39  74 

50  62 

41  28 

Binders  ...... 

1 03 

5 50 

- 

Building  Account . 

Repairs  and  additions 

23  28 

211  10 

497  87 

Furniture  and  fixtures 

741  08 

41  04 

78  96 

Lights  ...... 

602  73 

513  75 

456  50 

Fuel 

157  82 

170  80 

223  95 

Salary  Account. 

Administration  .... 

1,900  00 

1,900  00 

1,850  02 

Extra  service  ..... 

798  26 

580  58 

464  83 

Supply  Account. 

Printing  bulletins  .... 

59  83 

33  60 

177  00 

Blanks  and  Stationery- 

130  18 

177  88 

268  18 

Postage  

13  64 

37  42 

22  47 

Sundries  ...... 

225  87 

353  39 

251  87 

Agency  account  .... 

310  78 

304  35 

280  08 

Total  expenditure 

$7,670  25 

$6,360  72 

$5,982  73 

Balance  with  City  Treasurer,  $132  93 

at  the  Library  . 32  76 

halaupp  

165  69 

1,298  98 

1,337  61 

JL  U tell  UCllClIivC  • • 

$7,835  94 

$7,659  70 

$7,320  34 

33 


C. 


Circulation. 

1878. 

1877. 

1876. 

1 

Dec.  31. 

Number  of  days  the  Library  was  open 

308 

256 

305 

of  holidays  the  Library  was  closed, 

5 

5 

8 

of  other  week-days  the  Library 
was  closed  .... 

- 

52 

of  volumes  delivered  for  home 
use  ...... 

81,030 

i 68,023 

81,705 

Average  daily  use  ..... 

263 

265 

268 

Largest  daily  use,  Feb.  23  . 

678 

576 

504 

Smallest  daily  use,  June  17  . 

32 

5 

22 

Number  of  books  lost  and  not  paid  for . 

11 

10 

15 

of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn, 

168  i 

65 

69 

of  notices  to  delinquents 

1,125 

1,040 

1,586 

of  volumes  covered 

13,276 

12,279 

12,816 

of  volumes  bound  .... 

544 

298 

- 

of  names  registered  during  the  year, 

938 

682 

1,201 

Total  names  registered  ..... 

7,775 

6,837 

6,155 
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D. 


Accessions. 

1878. 

1877. 

1876. 

Dec.  31. 

Vols. 

Vols. 

Vols. 

Increase  by  purchase  ..... 

982 

869 

684 

by  gift 

130 

111 

125 

by  binding  pamphlets 

48 

10 

- 

by  binding  periodicals 

55 

82 

- 

Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last 

report  ........ 

3 

- 

- 

Total  accessions  for  the  year 

1,218 

1,072 

809 

Number  of  volumes  missing  or  withdrawn  since 

last  report  . 

179 

75 

84 

Actual  increase . 

1,039 

997 

725 

Number  of  vols.  in  the  Library  as  last  reported, 

12,936 

11,939 

11,214 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  . j 

13,975 

12,936 

11,939 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase  . 

17 

5 

- 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gift  . 

103 

23 

- 

Accessions  for  the  year  .... 

120 

28 

- 

Number  of  pamphlets  as  last  reported 

61 

64 

- 

181 

92 

- 

Number  of  pamphlets  bound  since  last  report, 

116 

31 

- 

of  pamphlets  on  hand 

65 

61 

64 

of  newspapers  subscribed  for 

34 

34 

- 

of  newspapers  given  .... 

12 

9 

- 

of  magazines  subscribed  for 

24 

20 

- 

of  magazines  given  .... 

1 

1 

- 

Total  number  received  .... 

71 

64 

- 

35 


E. 


Classification,  Growth,  Size, 
and  Use. 

added 

ing  the 

r. 

,p 

9 eg 
c o 

issued 

ing  the 

r. 

Per  cent,  of  Circulation. 

«j  3 « 

O 

> 

3 

o © 

H 

Vols. 

dur 

yea: 

1878. 

1877. 

1876. 

Literature. 

Prose  fiction  and  juvenile 
reading 

238 

3,706 

54,585 

67.36 

71.78 

73.97 

Essays,  poetry,  and  drama, 

137 

1,688 

6,823 

8.41 

8.27 

7.79 

Literary  periodicals  . 

97 

993 

1,630 

2.01 

1.91 

1.47 

Foreign  literature 

1 

438 

322 

.40 

.39 

.47 

History. 

Geography  and  travels 

119 

1,284 

6,023 

7.43 

6.95 

6.21 

Biography 

120 

1,243 

3,467 

4.27 

3.68 

3.55 

History  .... 

80 

1,284 

3,354 

4.13 

3.02 

2.92 

Arts  and  Sciences. 

Natural  science  and  indus-  j 

trial  arts  . 

148 

1,041 

3,789 

4.67 

3.28 

2.69 

Political  and  social  science, 

47 

752 

329 

.40 

.22 

.25 

Theology  .... 

25 

616 

645 

.79 

.50 

.65 

Reference  Library  . 

206 

930 

*63 

.08 

- 

- 

Accessions  for  the  year 

1,218 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  volumes  in  the 
Library 

- 

13,975 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Circulation  for  the  year  . 

- 

81,030 

- 

- 

* Represents  books  loaned  for  home  use  by  special  permission. 
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REPOET 


OF  THE 

Water  Registrar, 

For  the  year  ettdhng  Dec.  31,  1878. 


Water  Registrar’s  Office,  1 
City  Hall,  West  Newton,  > 
December  31,  1878.  J 

To  the  Honorable , the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Newton : 

Gefttlement:  I herewith  respectfully  present  my 
report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1878. 

It  is  not  precisely  as  required  by  Section  9 of  City 
Ordinance,  No.  75,  the  variation  being  explained 
that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Water,  held  December  6,  1878,  it  was  voted  that 
the  Committee  should  make  a report  to  the  City 
Council  on  the  general  condition  of  the  Water 
Works  under  their  charge,  and  that  the  Water 
Registrar  and  Superintendent  should  make  reports 
covering  their  respective  departments. 
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This  report  will  necessarily  cover  the  intervening 
time  from  the  date  of  the  Water  Commissioners  Re- 
port, viz.:  November  1st,  18TT,  to  and  including 
Dec  31,  1878,  it  being  the  space  of  fourteen  months, 
and  will  contain  statements  of  expenditures  and  re- 
ceipts, the  amount  of  abatements  made,  the  number 
of  service  pipes  laid,  the  number  of  water  meters  in 
use,  and  their  classification,  the  number  of  families, 
stores,  stables,  etc.,  where  city  water  has  been  turned 
on,  the  number  and  classification  of  fixtures  to  which 
city  water  is  supplied,  the  number  of  cases  where 
water  has  been  turned  off  for  non-payment,  also  the 
number  turned  off  by  request;  a statement  from  the 
engineer  at  the  pumping  station,  showing  a record  of 
the  pumping  engine, — number  of  gallons  of  water 
pumped,  number  of  pounds  of  coal  consumed,  etc., 
from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1878,  and  a state- 
ment of  consumption  of  water  per  month. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Mayor  and  Board  of 
Aldermen,  January  21st,  1878,  and  consisted  of 
Alderman  Otis  Pettee  and  Alderman  E.  W.  Wood. 

There  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
January  28,  1878,  Councilmen  J.  W.  Kimball, 
George  E.  Pike,  and  Nathan  Mosman;  these  five 
gentlemen,  constituting  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  on  the  Water  Depart- 


o 

ment,  for  the  year  1878,  in  accordance  with  Section 
1 of  City  Ordinance,  No.  75. 

On  February  4,  1878,  the  resignation  of  the  Board 
of  Water  Commissioners  was  accepted  by  the  City 
Council,  and  on  February  15tli,  the  retiring  Board 
of  Water  Commissioners,  viz.:  Messrs.  R.  M.  Pul- 
sifer,  Francis  J.  Parker  and  Robert  R.  Bishop,  with 
Mr.  Edward  Sawyer,  Engineer  of  the  Works,  by  in- 
vitation of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water, 
met  at  the  City  Hall  and  formally  delivered  to  the 
City,  by  the  Committee,  the  keys  in  their  possession, 
and  the  full  control  of  the  works. 

On  April  15th,  1878,  there  were  elected  by  con- 
current vote  of  the  City  Council,  a Water  Registrar 
and  a Superintendent  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  the  meeting  held  April  18th,  the  entire  Com- 
mittee being  present,  the  Board  was  organized  by 
the  election  of  Alderman  Otis  Pettee  as  Chairman, 
and  Moses  Clark,  Jr.,  as  Secretary. 

The  Committee  have  held  twenty  regular  meet- 
ings, and  bills  have  been  approved  during  the  year 
amounting  to  $23,195.92. 

EXPENDITURES. 

There  were  expenditures  made  covering  the  two 
months,  from  the  date  of  the  Water  Commissioners 
report,  viz.:  November  1st  to  December  31st,  1877, 
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amounting  to  $9,548.49,  and  carried  to  the  cost  of 
works  under  the  following  heads,  viz. : 


PUMPING  STATION. 


Lands,  ......  $3,250  00 

Filter  Basin,  Conduit  and  Well  . . 201  63 

Building  and  Chimney  . . . 104  70 

Roads,  Grading  and  Fencing  . . 23  42 

Equipments  .....  38  36 

Inspection  and  Engineering  . . 148  73 


$3,766  84 


RESERVOIR. 


Basin  and  Walls  .....  $400  00 

Gate  House  and  Chamber  . . . 21  44 

Roads,  Grading  and  Fencing  . . 21  00 

Inspection  and  Engineering  . . . 40  57 


483  01 


DISTRIBUTION. 

Pipes  and  Castings  . . . . 83  49 

Pipe  Yard  ......  1-02  17 

Inspection  and  Engineering  . . . 140  00 

325  66 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT. 

Furniture  and  Office  Expenses  . . 1 75 

Travel  ......  12  25 


Salaries  ......  1,383  78 

— > 1,397  78 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT.  . 

Pay  of  Commissioners  and  Clerks  . 1,225  25 

Advertising  and  Printing  . . . 564  12 

Travel  and  Telegrams  . . . . 10  15 


1,799  52 

Extension  Account  .......  299  04 

Miscellaneous  ........  8 00 


Amount  carried  forward , 


$8,079  85 
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Amount  brought  forward,  ....  $8,079  85 

SERVICE  ACCOUNT. 

Pipe  Laying,  Inspection,  Engineering  and  Meters  . 1,468  64 

$9,548  49 

Less  received  for  Service,  Assessment 

and  Meters 1,382  46 

Freight  refunded  b}r  the  Warren  Found- 
ry and  Machine  Company  . . 188  18 

1,570  64 

Net  expenditure  from  Nov.  1st  to  Dec.  3,  1877,  . $7,977  85 

Cost  of  Works  as  per  Commissioners’  report,  No- 
vember 1,  1877  759,642  07 


Cost  of  Works  to  December  31st,  1877,  . . 767,619  92 


Note.  — By  an  Order  passed  by  the  City  Council, 
December,  1875,  directing  the  City  Treasurer  to 
transfer  to  the  general  account  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  Commissioners  under  the  special  appropriation 
prior  to  the  sale  of  Water  Bonds, 


Accounts  amounting  to 
Also  by  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Accounts,  bills  amounting  to  . 
Were  charged  to  Water  construction. 
These  two  amounts  making 
Added  to  the  cost  of  Works  as  by  the 
Commissioners’  report,  carries  the 
expenditures  to  December  31st, 
1877,  to 


$3,243  46 
660-00 


$3,903  46 


771,523  38 


WATER  MAINTENANCE. 


From  March  1st,  1877,  to  December 
31st,  1877  


6,903  30 
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There  has  been  expended  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1878,  $23,195.92,  and  carried  to  the 
cost  of  works,  as  follows : 


PUMPING  STATION. 


Filter,  Conduit  and  Well 

872  49 

Buildings  and  Chimney 

88  28 

Engines  and  Boilers  .... 

103  19 

Roads,  Grading  and  Fencing 

1,110  17 

Equipments  ..... 

328  39 

2,502  52 

RESERVOIR. 

Roads,  Grading  and  Fencing  . 

366  58 

DISTRIBUTION. 

Pipes  and  Castings  .... 

7,055  78 

Hydrants  and  Setting  .... 

629  12 

Water  Gates  and  Setting  . 

203  20 

Stand  Pipes  ..... 

203  40 

Pipe  Yard  . . . . . 

448  52 

8.540  02 


ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT. 

Salaries  . . . . . . 193  00 

Extension  ......  4,596  35 

Service  Pipe  Laying  and  Meters,  . 6,997  45 

11,786  80 

$23,195  92 

Cost  of  works  to  December  31,  1877,  . . $771,523  38 

Total  cost  of  works  to  December  31st,  1878,  . $794,719  30 

Less  received  for  services  . . . $2,986-  25 

“ •“  “ meters  . . . 2,294  30 

“ “ “ old  materials  . . 27  43 

“ Freight  refunded  by  the  Boston 

and  Albany  Railroad  Company  . 264  46 

5,572  44 


Net  cost  of  works  to  December  31st,  1878  . 


. $789,146  86 
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MAINTENANCE. 

For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1878  : 

Appropriation  .......  $10,000  00 


GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 

Salaries,  Office  Expenses,  Books, 

Printing  and  Stationery  . . 5 402  32 

Reservoir  .....  277  18 

PUMPING  STATION. 

Coal,  Wood,  Oil,  etc.  . . . 4,298  19 

$9,977  69 

Unexpended  balance,  ......  $22  31 

Estimated  amount  of  Coal  on  hand,  Dec.  31st,  1878,  450  tons. 

Wood  “ 35  cords. 

Oil  of  all  kinds,  71  galls. 


RECEIPTS. 

The  receipts  on  Water  Account,  including  the 
amount  received  from  hydrants,  for  3rear  end- 
ing December  31st,  1877  .....  $17,986  77 

The  amount  of  water  rates  assessed  as 
per  schedule  of  rates,  March  1st, 

1878,  and  sent  to  the  City  Treas- 
urer for  collection,  was  . . $20,006  50 

The  amount  of  Meter  bills  was  . . 1,495  24 

21,501  74 

The  revenue  from  }Tearly  bills  has  been 
somewhat  lessened,  owing  to  abate- 
ments having  been  made  amount- 
ing to  . .....  1,303  06 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$1,303  06  $21,501  74 
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Amounts  brought  forward , . . $1,303  06 

To  those  who  have  requested  water 
meters  to  be  set,  and  taking  water 
by  meter  instead  of  b}^  schedule  of 
rates,  abatements  have  also  been 
made  by  approval  of  the  Committee 
amounting  to  . . . . 581  31 


$21,501  74 


1,884  37 


$19,617  37 

There  remain  unpaid  water  bills  assessed  in  year 

1878, 92  76 


Leaving  the  amount  collected  on  3Tearly  bills  . 
There  have  been  collected  water  rates 


for  fractional  parts  of  the  year, 


amounting  to  ... 

$2,021  76 

Received  for  Summons, 

12  00 

1 1 

“ cutting  off  and  letting  on 

water,  account  of  non- 

payment 

18  00 

1 1 

4 4 cutting  off  water  per  order 

19  00 

t i 

4 4 water  for  building  purposes 

28  98 

i i 

44  last  year’s  rates,  1877 

655  62 

t c 

44  six  months  meter  bills  to 

Sept.  1,  1878 

472  40 

i i 

44  minimum  advance  charge 

742  70 

19,524  61 


3,970  46 


Total  receipts  for  the  3~ear  ending  Dec.  31,  1878  . $23,495  07 

These  figures  include  the  $5,000  received  from 
Fire  Serfice. 

There  remain  water  bills  unpaid  for  the  37ear  1877  of  $70  50 
service  44  44  “ 44  u 165  90 

U U « « “ 1878,  49  80 


METERS. 


There  have  been  set  during  the  year  1878, 

90 

meters 

“ “ “ prior  to  January  1,  1878, 

191 

t i 

281 

4 4 

Discontinued  . .... 

2 

4 4 

Number  of  meters  in  use  December  31st,  1878, 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  METERS  IN  USE. 

279 

Kinds.. 

Sizes. 

Total. 

f-inch. 

f-inch. 

i -inch. 

2-inch. 

Union  Piston  ... 

206 

19 

1 

‘1 * 3  4 * * Rotar}7  . 

42 

3 

3 

1 

248 

22 

4 

1 

Worthington  .... 

3 

1 

iQ 

22 

5 

1 

279 

The  annual  inspection  of  premises  where  City 
Water  is  supplied  has  been  made,  and  the  office  list 
changed  to  conform  thereto. 

The  Inspection  Boohs  show  that  City  Water  is 
supplied  to  — 


1  Armory, 

1 Aquarium, 

1 Almshouse, 

3 Bakeries, 

6 Barber  shops, 

7 Blacksmith’s  shops, 

7 Boarding-houses, 


2  Boarding  schools, 
8 Churches, 

1 City  Hall, 

5 Citj’  stables, 

2 Coal  offices, 

1 Confectioner, 

3 Dentists’  offices, 
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8 Drug  stores, 

8 Engine  houses, 

1460  Families, 

11  Fish  markets, 

1 Fish  Pond, 

281  Fire  hydrants. 

10  Fountains, 

15  Green  houses, 

2 Hen  houses, 

6 Hot  beds, 

2 Hotels, 

1 Knights  of  Honor  Hall, 
1 Laundry, 

3 Manufactories, 

1 Masonic  Hall, 


8 Meat  markets, 

1 Odd  Fellows’  Flail, 

1 Orphans’  Home, 

2 Photograph  galleries, 
2 Police  stations, 

1 Public  Hall, 

1 “ Library, 

5 Railroad  stations, 

14  School  houses, 

8 Stables,  express, 

7 u livery, 

83  “ private, 

4 Stand  pipes, 

1 Stone  Crusher, 

34  Stores, 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  FIXTURES. 

1919  Faucets, 


320  Bath  tubs, 

361  Water  closets,  pan, 

12  “ “ hoppei 
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self-closing, 


5 Water  closets,  waste, 

3 Urinals, 

2 Slop  closets, 

4 Foot  baths, 

126  Set  tubs, 


477  Hand  hose. 


The  above  list  does  not  include  fixtures  in  School 
Houses,  Engine  Houses,  Police  Stations  and  other 
City  buildings,  using  the  additional  number  of — 

64  Faucets,  2 Water  closets,  hopper, 

5  Bath  tubs,  13  “ “ self-closing, 

19  Water  closets,  pan,  23  Urinals, 

29  Hose  use. 

In  this  statement  the  number  of  fixtures  of  those 
who  take  water  by  meter  is  not  included. 
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The  total  number  of  services  on  the  books  to  date  is  . 1,685 


There  were  laid  in  1876,  ....  499 

“ “ “ 1877,  ....  998 

Total  number  to  Dec.  31st,  1877,  . , 1,497 

Number  of  services  laid  this  year,  1878,  188 

Total,  1,685 


Note.  — Of  this  total  number  there  are  167  Ser- 
vices which  have  never  been  turned  on,  causing*  a 
loss  in  receipts  of  at  least  $1,002.00. 

There  have  been  turned  off  on  account  of  non-payment 

since  March  1st,  1877,  ......  55 

Of  this  number  there  have  been  paid  and  turned  on  again,  37 
There  have  been  turned  off  per  order  and  by  request,  . 115 

“ “ “ on  again,  .....  75 

Total  number  of  Services  remaining  off  Dec.  31st,  1878,  . 58 

Respectfull}'  submitted, 

MOSES  CLARK,  Jr., 

Water  Registrar . 


RECORD  OF  THE  PUMPING  ENGINE, 

WORTHINGTON  DUPLEX. 

Year  ending  Dec.  31,  1878. 
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STATEMENT 


Showing  the  Consumption  of  Water  for  each  Month  of  the 
Year  1878,  with  Daily  Average. 


Months. 

Days. 

Total  Gallons 
per  Month. 

Daily  Av’ge 
per  Month. 

1 

January, 

. 1878, 

28 

8,014,551 

286,234 

2 

Februar}7, 

u 

28 

7,694,175 

274,792 

3 

March , . 

35 

7,961,953 

227,484 

4 

April, 

28 

6,202,225 

221,508 

5 

May, 

28 

8,239,781 

294,278 

6 

June, 

35 

12,844,547 

369,844 

7 

July, 

28 

15,608,479 

557,446 

8 

August, 

28 

10,833,647 

386,916 

9 

September, 

35 

13,108,080 

374,517 

10 

October, 

28 

9,616,064 

343,431 

11 

November, 

28 

8,517,838 

304,208 

12 

December, 

35 

10,426,147 

297,890 

REPORT 


OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works, 

Of  the  City  of  Newton. 


To  the  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Water  in  the  City  of 
Newton  : — 

Gentlemen:  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I 
herewith  submit  a report  of  my  doings  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Newton  Water  Works,  from  April  15th, 
to  December  31,  1878,  inclusive,  also  the  amount  of 
Service  Pipe  laid,  and  number  of  Meters  set  before 
my  election,  from  January  1,  1878,  to  April  15, 
1878,  as  shown  by  books  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Pipe  Laying. 

PUMPING  STATION. 

There  has  been  $253.14  expended  in  removing  the 
fine  sand  from  driveways  and  replacing  it  with  suit- 
able material;  they  are  now  in  good  condition  and 
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will  require  but  slight  expenditure  in  future  to  keep 
them  so.  The  Engines  and  Pumps  have  been 
thoroughly  overhauled  and  repaired,  and  are  now  in 
good  condition. 

• 

FILTERING  BASIN. 

My  attention  was  early  called  to  the  muddy  state 
of  the  water  by  many  citizens,  and  on  examination 
of  the  filter  basin,  found  the  water  twelve  inches 
above  the  retaining  wall  of  the  walk  around  the 
basin,  and  the  same  height  over  the  walk,  with  a 
part  of  the  wall  tumbled  down  into  the  basin  in  very 
many  places,  and  the  peat  muck  of  which  the  banks 
are  mostly  composed,  washing  into  the  basin  and 
mixing  with  the  water.  The  citizens  of  Newton 
will  probably  find  the  water  in  the  same  condition  as 
last  Spring,  whenever  high  water  mark  is  attained, 
until  a suitable  filter  basin  is  constructed.  I have 
expended  in  removing  mud  from  the  basin,  in  repair- 
ing the  wall  and  walk,  and  making  a bank  to  prevent 
surface  water  from  flowing  into  the  basin,  the  sum 
of  $945.30.  The  expenditure  has  been  absolutely 
necessary,  in  order  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
ton with  comparatively  pure  and  wholesome  water 
for  the  present. 

A substantial  board  fence,  six  feet  high,  was 
also  built,  enclosing  the  basin,  at  a cost  to  the  city 
of  $848.34. 
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RESERVOIR. 

The  banks  of  the  reservoir  are  now  in  apparently 
perfect  condition.  In  the  month  of  April  the  earth 
to  the  depth  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty-four  inches 
slid  from  the  northerly  bank  for  a distance  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  feet,  this  being  the  second 
or  third  time  a slide  has  occurred  on  the  same  spot. 
I deemed  it  necessary  to  adopt  some  method  whereby 
a similar  slide  and  consequent  expense  should  not 
again  occur,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  your  chair- 
man I had  driven  into  the  banks  a sufficient  number 
of  chestnut  stakes  to  support  the  loam  in  place  until 
the  grass  gets  sufficiently  rooted  to  prevent  any  further 
trouble.  Had  the  slopes  been  two  inches  instead  of 
one  and  one-half  to  one,  there  probably  would  never 
have  been  any  trouble  by  sliding. 

The  street  around  the  reservoir  had  also  washed 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  almost  impassable. 
I expended  $339.15  in  paving  gutters,  and  hauling, 
spreading  and  rolling  gravel,  and  it  is  now  in  good 
condition. 

Extensions  of  main  pipe  have  been  made  during 
the  year  ending,  December  31st,  1878,  as  follows: 
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EXTENSIONS  OF  MAIN  PIPE. 

Size. 

Length. 

No. 

Gates. 

No. 

Hydrants. 

Alpine,  from  Hillside  Avenue,  east, 

In. 

6 

Feet. 

709 

1 

1 

Bacon,  extended  south, 

4 

71 

Bowdoin,  from  Forest,  north, 

6 

196 

1 

8 

28 

Boylston,  from  High,  east. 

6 

763 

1 

1 

Central  Avenue,  extended  south, 

6 

380 

Chapel,  from  Watertown,  north, 

6 

910 

1 

2 

Columbus,  extended  north, 

4 

256 

Concord,  from  Washington,  northwest,  . 

6 

2,062 

1 

2 

Eldridge,  from  Church  to  Vernon, 

6 

629 

1 

1 

44  4 4 4 4 Franklin, 

4 

207 

Lake  Avenue,  to  connect  Laurel,  . 

6 

11 

Laurel,  from  Beacon  to  Lake  Avenue,  . 

4 

385 

1 

Lyman,  from  Centre  to  Sumner, 

4 

635 

1 

1 

Maple,  from  Central,  southwest, 

4 

139 

Oak  Avenue,  from  Webster,  north, 

6 

523 

1 

Otis,  extended  east,  .... 

6 

320 

1 

Pettee,  from  High,  north, 

6 

567 

1 

1 

Pine  Grove  Ave.,  from  Grove,  northwest, 

6 

781 

1 

1 

Sullivan,  from  Walnut,  east. 

4 

219 

1 

Watertown,  extended  east  to  Chapel, 

8 

152 

Waverly  Ave.,  fr.  Washington  to  Tremont, 

6 

540 

1 

Winter,  from  Chestnut,  east, 

4 

173 

RECAPITULATION. 


Eight  inch  Pipe,  . . . . . . . 180  feet. 

Six  “ 8,391  “ 

Four  44  2,085  “ 

Total  length  of  main  pipe  laid,  . . . 10,656  44 

Six  inch  Gates  set,  . . . . . . . 10 

Four  44  44  .......  3 

Total  number  of  Gates  set,  . . . . . . 13 
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Hydrants  set  on  extensions,  . . . . . . 11 

“ “ Needham  street  line,  ....  1 

Total  number  of  Hydrants  set,  . . . . . 12 

SERVICE  PIPES. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  services  have  been 
laid  by  me,  and  the  length  of  service  pipe  of  all 
sizes,  required  12,599  feet  from  Jan.  1st,  to  April  20, 
1878.  Thirty-one  services  were  laid  with  length  of 
pipe  2,850  feet  as  per  books  of  the  superintendent  of 
pipe  laying,  showing  a total  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eighty  services  laid,  and  15,449  feet  of  pipe 
used  during  the  year  1878. 

METERS. 

Eighty-two  new  meters  have  been  placed  since 
April  15,  1878,  of  the  following  make: 

Size  | in.  % in.  1 in.  2 in. 

Union  Piston,  25  1 1 

Worthington,  1 

Union  Rotary,  47  3 3 1 

The  number  placed  previous  to  April  15th,  as 
reported  was  forty-nine : 

Size  | in.  % in.  1 in. 

Union  Piston,  44  1 2 

Worthington,  2 

making  a total  for  the  year,  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one.  Forty  Fales  & J enks  meters  having  been 
taken  out  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Water 
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Committee,  forty  of  the  above  number,  viz.,  thirty- 
eight  t inch,  one  I inch,  one  1 inch  Rotary  were  sub- 
stituted. Seventeen  meters  have  been  taken  out  for 
repairs  and  reset,  and  it  will  require  close  attention 
to  them  all  as  they  are  very  liable  to  get  out  of  order 
and  to  stop  registering. 

STAND  PIPES. 

There  are  now  three  stand  pipes  for  street  water- 
ing, erected  of  the  lamp  post  pattern,  located  as 
follows : 

Washington  street,  Ward  7,  near  Engine  House. 

Adams  “ u 2,  corner  Washington. 

Beach  “ “2,  “ “ 

also  one  of  a new  pattern  was  attached  to  the  hy- 
drant corner  of  Lowell  and  Washington  streets,  at  a 
cost  of  about  one-third  of  the  post  pattern,  and  an- 
swers every  purpose.  The  one  placed  on  Highland 
avenue,  was  removed  at  the  urgent  request  of  Mrs. 
Allen  and  the  other  lady  residents  of  the  avenue. 

BLOW-OFFS 

Have  been  placed  on  Sullivan  street,  Ward  2,  Oak 
avenue,  W ard  3,  and  on  supply  pipe  in  Central  place, 
Ward  2;  and  the  ones  on  Lake  avenue  and  Water- 
town  street  have  been  removed  and  pipes  extended. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

The  inside  piping  and  plumbing,  with  the  proper 
drainage,  has  been  done  in  the  school  houses  at  the 
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Upper  Falls,  known  as  Prospect  School  Nos.  1 and  2, 
also  in  the  Lincoln  School,  Ward  1,  to  supply  sink 
in  basement. 


CHANGE  OP  GRADE. 

The  pipe  laid  under  the  track  of  the  New  York 
and  New  England  Railroad,  at  Cypress  street,  Ward 
6,  was  lowered  four  feet,  to  correspond  with  new 
grade  of  the  road,  that  haying  been  lowered  to  allow 
of  building  a bridge  over  the  track. 

REPAIRS  ON  MAIN. 

Leaks  in  the  main  pipe  have  been  found  and 
stopped  in  the  following  streets:  Watertown,  Ward 
3,  six  joints;  Webster,  Ward  3,  one  joint;  Chestnut, 
Ward  5,  two  joints;  Hammond,  Ward  6,  one  joint; 
Rowe,  Ward  4,  hydrant  joint;  Lake  avenue,  Ward 
5,  capped  hydrant  branch;  Galen,  Ward  1,  capped 
branch  at  end  of  pipe;  Bowditch,  Ward  1,  Ludlow 
valve  on  blow-off.  There  were  also  reported  in  Feb- 
ruary, by  the  Superintendent  of  P.  L.,  on  Washing- 
ton, Ward  2,  capped  branch  for  branch;  Auburn, 
Ward  4,  capped  hydrant  branch,  near  Rowe;  Need- 
ham, Ward  5,  near  Otis  Pettee’s  machine  shop. 

REPAIRS  ON  SERVICE. 

Four  leaks  in  service  pipes  have  occurred  this 
year.  There  have  been  76  iron  sidewalk  stop  and 
waste  boxes  of  a new  pattern  substituted  for  the 
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wooden  ones,  as  in  all  cases  of  such  substitution  the 
boxes  have  been  found  to  be  full  of  stones  and  rub- 
bish. 

REMARK. 

The  shop  built  upon  Boston  and  Albany  R.  R. 
land,  near  the  depot,  has  been  removed  to  the  pipe 
yard,  and  fitted  up  for  a pipe  shop,  storehouse  and 
horse  shed. 


GEO.  L.  WHITNEY,  Superintendent. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

WATER  COMMITTEE, 

For  Year  Ending  December  31,  1878. 


January  20,  1879. 

Last  Spring,  in  assuming  the  duties  of  their  office, 
the  Water  Committee  found  themselves  rather  pecu- 
liarly situated  from  the  fact  that  very  nearly  everything 
was  new  to  them,  quite  unlike  committees  in  other 
branches  of  the  municipal  work  that  have  members 
holding  over  from  the  previous  year,  and  well  in  the 
harness  prepared  at  once  to  proceed  understandingly 
with  their  work.  Considerable  time  necessarily  was 
consumed  in  acquainting  ourselves  with  the  machin- 
ery and  business  of  the  Water  Department,  but  by 
the  ever  ready  hand  and  willing  heart  of  the  retiring 
Board  of  Commissioners  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  valuable  aid  and  explanations,  we  were  enabled 
to  grasp  the  situation  more  readily  and  completely 
than  we  otherwise  would  have  done,  for  it  must  be 
remembered  that  unlike  other  branches  of  the  city 

work  the  water  works  are  principally  under  ground, 
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attended  with  an  average  pressure  of  about  sixty 
pounds  to  the  square  inch,  and  more  or  less  likely  to 
become  leaky  in  the  joints,  &c.,  &c. 

Although  the  experience  of  the  closing  year  has 
demonstrated  that  the  works  can  be  managed  toler- 
ably well  by  a committee  of  the  City  Council,  it  is 
equally  well  demonstrated  that  a mixed  commission 
consisting  of  one  permanent  commissioner  in  addition 
to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  Council, 
would  be  on  the  whole  better  than  the  present 
arrangement.  This  opinion  is  verified  by  the  testi- 
mony of  water  boards  in  neighboring  cities  where 
such  mixed  commissions  have  been  established. 

The  schedule  of  Water  Hates  was  found  practi- 
cally to  be  very  incomplete  and  susceptible  of  wrong 
interpretations  and  double  meanings,  which  have  been 
a source  of  numerous  misunderstandings  between 
the  Department  and  the  water  takers.  The  Commit- 
tee recommended  the  passage  of  an  order  requesting 
the  Ordinance  Committee  to  report  a schedule  of 
rates  in  a new  draft,  thus  hoping  to  relieve  future 
committees  and  registrars  of  some  of  the  difficulties 
the  present  water  board  have  had  to  contend  with. 

About  two  miles  of  street  mains  have  been  laid  the 
past  season,  together  with  the  requisite  number  of 
gates  and  hydrants. 

Improvements  at  the  filtering  basin  and  reservoir 
on  Waban  Hill  have  been  made  as  well  as  works  of 


minor  importance,  a detailed  account  of  which  may 
be  found  in  the  Superintendent’s  Report. 

“Dead  ends”  are  a source  of  considerable  annoy- 
ance and  should  be  connected  wherever  it  is  practical 
to  do  so.  The  water  becomes  stale  and  noxious  and 
needs  to  be  blown  off  frequently  to  give  life  to  it. 
The  committee  adopted  the  rule  of  blowing  off  at 
least  once  in  a month  during  the  warm  season;  but 
in  some  localities  this  was  found  to  be  insufficient 
and  it  had  to  be  done  oftener.  Although  it  is  impos- 
sible to  dispense  with  all  the  “dead  ends,”  there  are 
quite  a number  of  cases  where  they  can  be  connected 
by  laying  a few  hundred  feet  of  pipe  for  the  pur- 
pose. Several  have  been  connected  during  the  year 
and  a few  have  been  made.  JBut  it  has  been  the  aim 
of  the  committee  to  avoid  them  so  far  as  possible. 

Quite  a number  of  tests  have  been  made  during 
the  season  with  following  results. 

First  we  find  the  water  pressure  varies  from  6 to 
10  pounds  to  the  square  inch,  according  to  the 
draught  made  upon  it,  and  that  is  very  seldom  steady 
at  any  one  point  of  pressure. 


The  pressure  at  Steamer  House,  Ward  7,  . 

90 

“ “■  “ Supply  Yard,  Newtonville, 

85  to  90 

“ “ City  Hall,  West  Newton,  . 

85 

“ “ “ Engine  House,  Auburndale, 

80 

“ u u “ “ Lower  Falls, 

78 

“ “ “ Newton  Centre,  . 

52 

“ “ Pumping  Station, 

65  to  77 

“ u “ Sill  of  0.  Pettee’s  Residence,  Ward  5 

, 24 
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A few  measurements  have  been  taken  to  ascer- 
tain more  accurately  the  water  flow  in  a given  time 
from  lawn  sprinklers  and  hose  of  f inch  orifice  as  pro- 
vided to  schedule,  with  results  as  follows: 

At  pumping  station  a tank  holding  a hundred  gal- 
lons was  filled  with  water  from  a f inch  orifice  in  six 
minutes;  equal  to  one  thousand  gallons  per  hour. 

Upon  connecting  a meter  and  allowing  the  water 
to  pass  through  it,  the  time  required  to  fill  the  tank 
was  7i  minutes,  giving  800  gallons  per  hour.  With 
a # inch  orifice  and  meter,  the  tank  was  filled  in  5f 
minutes,  equal  to  1,043  gallons  per  hour. 

At  supply  yard,  Newtonville,  the  same  tank  was 
filled  from  a f inch  orifice  in  four  minutes  and  twenty 
seconds,  equal  to  1,388  gallons  per  hour. 

With  meter  attached  the  time  required  to  fill  tank 
at  Newton ville  was  five  minutes  twenty  seconds, 
equal  to  1,125  gallons  per  hour. 

Tuesday  morning  Sept.  3d,  at  9 o’clock,  we  made 
an  experiment  at  pumping  station,  showing  the  effect 
by  opening  a hydrant  for  fire  purposes.  The  water 
gauge  on  sill  cock  in  front  of  building  indicated 
67i  lbs.  pressure,  Avith  variation  from  65  to  70  lbs. 
Upon  opening  the  hydrant  about  fifty  feet  west  of 
the  building,  the  pressure  dropped  to  57  lbs.,  and 
after  the  hose  with  li  inch  orifice  Avas  filled,  the  pres- 
sure was  again  restored  to  its  former  register  of 
67£  lbs.  Upon  closing  the  hydrant  the  pressure  sud- 
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denly  went  to  85  lbs.,  but  very  soon  dropped  to  its 
original  point  again. 

After  taking  off  the  nozzle  and  playing  through 
open  hose  the  pressure  was  reduced  to  55  lbs.  on  the 
start,  and  rapidly  fluctuated  between  55  as  a mini- 
mum and  85  as  a maximum  pressure,  during  the  time 
the  hydrant  was  open. 

Upon  closing  the  hydrant  the  commotion  of  the  water 
in  the  “main”  carried  the  pressure  to  95  lbs.,  and 
from  that  point  downward  to  53  lbs.,  and  with  con- 
tinued fluctuations  between  these  two  points, 
gradually  diminishing  in  area  from  three  to  four  min- 
utes, when  it  was  finally  restored  to  its  original  point 
at  67£  lbs.  These  experiments  and  others  of  a sim- 
ilar nature  in  other  localities,  together  with  the  sen- 
sitiveness of  the  pumping  engine  to  changes  of 
pressure  convinced  the  committee  that  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  machinery  from  accident  in  conse- 
quence of  opening  hydrants  or  gates,  a gong  con- 
nected with  the  fire  alarm  should  be  placed  in  the 
building  to  give  timely  warning  to  the  engineer  that 
hydrants  were  about  to  be  opened,  so  that  he  could 
regulate  his  power  accordingly. 

By  vote  of  the  City  Council  the  gong  has  been  put 
up  and  connected  with  fire  alarm. 

WATER  HAMMER. 

The  direct  cause  of  the  water  hammer  convulsions 
in  the  service  pipes  seems  to  be  the  most  difficult  to 
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understand  or  account  for;  they  seem  to  occur  more 
frequently  on  the  higher  levels.  Several  instances 
have  been  reported  from  Auburndale  and  Upper  Falls 
and  a single  case  or  two  at  Newtonville.  We 
have  been  considerably  annoyed  with  them  at  my 
house,  (O.  Pettee’s,  Ward  5)  many  of  them  of  suffi- 
cient magnitude  to  cause  a rumbling  report  loud 
enough  to  be  distinctly  heard  from  cellar  to  attic.  I 
am  provided  with  pipes  and  fixtures  of  the  same 
strength  and  weight  used  in  the  lower  sections  of  the 
city  where  the  pressure  varies  from  80  to  100  pounds 
to  the  inch,  while  we  have  a steady  pressure  of  only 
24  pounds,  yet  the  convulsions  or  hammer  in  one  in- 
stance was  of  so  great  and  sudden  force  that  a good, 
sound  pipe  Avas  ruptured  at  the  sink,  at  once  delug- 
ing the  kitchen  with  water ; fortunately  I was  in  the 
house  at  the  time  and  immediately  turned  oft1  the 
water  in  the  cellar. 

If  further  observation  of  the  occurrence  and  local- 
ity of  the  water  hammer  disturbances  should  confirm 
the  theory  that  they  are  almost  exclusively  confined 
to  the  higher  levels  and  branch  pipes  from  the  main 
lines,  the  cause  may  be  attributed  partly  to  air  in  the 
pipes  and  partly  to  the  main  pipes  taking  the  lead  in 
the  flow  of  water  from  the  draught  on  the  lower  lev- 
els and  weakening  the  pressure  in  the  branches  and 
smaller  pipes  and  causing  almost  innumerable  air 
cells  to  collect  on  the  weaker  points  of  pressure  and 
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then  when  the  recoil  of  the  water  sends  it  hack 
against  the  air,  convulsion  must  necessarily  take 
place  just  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  pressure 
displaced.  If  the  street  mains  were  of  greater  diam- 
eter the  rapidity  in  the  flow  of  water  would  be 
proportionately  less,  and  thus  in  a measure  remove 
the  liability  of  the  recurrence  of  these  disturbances. 

These  facts  and  other  disturbing  elements  likely  to 
occur  from  time  to  time  have  convinced  the  commit- 
tee that  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  some  one  in  each 
of  the  thickly  settled  places  provided  with  the  nec- 
essary apparatus  and  authorized  to  turn  off  the  water 
in  case  of  accident  or  breakage  in  the  service. 

The  pumping  engines  have  been  thoroughly  re- 
packed in  the  joints;  substituting  sheet  copper  in 
place  of  the  rubber  packing  in  all  principal  joints 
including  the  heavy  steam  chests  and  domes,  and  the 
valves  readjusted  and  properly  set,  which  makes  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  working  of  the  machin- 
ery and  giving  a better  duty  in  pumping. 

The  whole  amount  of  water  pumped  for  twelve 
months  ending  Dec.  31,  1878,  was  about  116,000,000 
gallons.  The  amount  of  coal  consumed  in  same  time, 
325,000  pounds.  Number  of  hours  of  running  time, 
664.  The  greatest  amount  of  water  pumped  in  one 
month  was  in  July,  amounting  to  about  15,500,000 
gallons.  The  least  amount  in  April,  being  a little 
more  than  3,000,000  gallons.  The  greatest  amount 
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of  water  used  in  twenty-four  hours  was  on  July  4th, 
when  about  728,000  gallons  were  drawn  from  the  res- 
ervoir. The  average  daily  consumption  for  all  pur- 
poses for  the  year,  was  about  318,000  gallons. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Otis  Pettee,  Chairman. 

E.  W.  Wood. 

J.  Wesley  Kimball. 

K.  Mosmak. 

Geo.  E.  Pike. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer 

OF  THE 

Fire  Department. 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor,  and  City  Council  of 
Newton  : — 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  an  ordinance  of  the 
City,  I herewith  submit  my  second  Annual  Report, 
as  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1878. 

G.  H.  ELLIS. 


ORGANIZATION. 

The  Organization  of  the  Department  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

One  Chief  Engineer,  (who  is  also  Supt.  of  Fire  Alarm  Tel.  1 


One  assistant  Engineer,  ......  1 

One  Clerk, 1 

Three  Companies  manning  Steam  Engines,  and  attendant 

Hose  and  Tender  wagons,  15  men  each,  ...  45 

One  Hook  and  Ladder  compan}T,  .....  14 

Three  Hose  companies,  six  men  each,  . . . . 18 


Total  Officers  and  Men,  .....  80 


The  Auburndale  Hose  Company  disbanded  in  the 
Fall.  A new  company  will  doubtless  be  soon 
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enrolled.  In  the  meantime,  Hose  2 and  Hose  6 will 
look  well  to  that  part  of  the  City. 


APPARATUS. 


The  Apparatus  consists  of  a 


Steam  Fire  Engine,  Hose  Carriage  and  Tender  Wagon  in 
each  of  the  Wards,  3,6,  and  7. 

One  Hook  and  Ladder  Truck  in  Ward  2,  . . Newtonville. 

One  Horse  Hose  Carriage,  “ “ ' . . . “ 


“ “ “ “ and  Pung,  Ward  4, 

u a u u u u a 4 


Auburndale. 
Lower  Falls. 
Upper  Falls. 


The  Apparatus  is  all  in  good  working  order.  The 
new  Ilose  Carriage  purchased  some  time  ago  for  the 
Upper  Falls,  will  now  be  available,  because  a suitable 
house  in  which  to  keep  it  has  been  provided. 

I would  still  advise  the  placing  of  the  Hook  and 
Ladder  Truck  at  the  Upper  Falls,  and  the  procuring 
of  a larger  one  for  the  other  side  of  the  City. 


HOSE. 

There  is  a fair  supply  of  Hose  owned  by  the  City, 
none  has  been  purchased  during  the  year.  Of  the 
thirteen  thousand  feet  distributed  among  the  different 
companies,  some  three  thousand  or  more  is  unfit  for 
general  use.  It  will  probably  be  deemed  necessary 
to  ask  for  more  the  current  year. 

HOUSES. 

An  act  of  simple  justice,  ample,  though  tardy,  has 
been  done  Ward  5,  in  the  erection  of  a substantial 
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and  commodious  Engine  House.  "With  their  new 
Hose  Carriage,  and  tidy  quarters,  good  work  may  be 
expected  from  the  “boys”  in  Ward  5. 

The  horse  stalls  at  the  Engine  house  in  West 
Newton  still  demand  attention,  but  no  great  outlay 
is  necessary  to  make  the  houses  of  the  Department 
all  that  is  desirable. 

FIRES. 


DATE. 

BOX. 

TIME. 

PLACE. 

LOSS. 

INS. 

Jan. 

1 

Still 

Alarm. 

2.15  p.m. 

Blacksmith’s  Shop, 

$5 

44 

4 

31 

1.35  A.M. 

Fire  in  Weston, 

4 4 

13 

7.15  p.m. 

“ Watertown, 

4 4 

23 

7 

8.30  p.m. 

Mr.  Kearn’s  House, 

44 

24 

7 

1.50  A.M. 

4 4 4 4 

500 

$ 975 

44 

25 

9 

4.30  p.m. 

E.  H.  Jepson’s  House, 

500 

400 

44 

26 

5 

11.45  p.m. 

J.  F.  Fuller’s  House, 

1,500 

1,000 

Feb. 

2 

35 

8.55  a.m. 

Lucas  Plaining  Mill, 

360 

1,000 

44 

26 

9 

10.00  p.m. 

“ Cook  Place,”  Brookline  St. 

1,400 

2,500 

Mar. 

20 

73 

8.30  p.m. 

Fire  in  the  Woods, 

44 

24 

15 

8.05  p.m. 

Wheelwright’s  Shop, 

25 

500 

44 

26 

9 

9.30  p.m. 

Edwin  Young’s  House,  . 

1,500 

2,000 

Apr. 

2 

8.00  p.m. 

Fire  in  Watertown, 

44 

25 

5 

3.45  p.m. 

“ Woods, 

May 

2 

12 

9.50  p.m. 

Mr.  Mandell’s  House, 

200 

1,500 

44 

3 

4 

2.15  p.m. 

Mr.  Kelley’s  House, 

500 

None. 

June 

16 

7 

2.25  a.m. 

Mr.  Doyle’s  House, 

600 

600 

“ 

Still 

Alarm. 

Newtonville,  . 

44 

28 

23 

11.30  p.m. 

Watertown. 

July 

4 

35 

7.40  a.m. 

Mr.  Riley’s  House,  . 

75 

700 

44 

4 

sa!!73 

12.00  M. 

Mrs.  Mason’s  Hedge, 
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FIRES  — Continued. 


DATE. 

BOX. 

TIME. 

PLACE, 

LOSS. 

INS. 

July  5 

sm.73 

2.45  p.m. 

“ 6 

13 

2.30  p.m. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Edmands’  House, 

$11,500 

$26,000 

“ 9 

15 

3.30  p.m. 

Mr.  Jackson’s  House, 

Slight. 

“ 18 

15 

3.25  p.m. 

Mr.  Henderson’s  Shop,  . 

“ 24 

9 

1.15  P.M. 

Mr.  Grant’s  House, 

3,000 

3,500 

“ 26 

15 

4.45  a.m. 

John  Capen’s  House, 

300 

3,500 

Aug.  15 

8 

8.50  p.m. 

Bonfire,  .... 

“ 18 

73 

6.10  A.M. 

Mr.  Damon’s  House, 

25 

“ 19 

1.50  A.M. 

Watertown, 

“ 31 

24 

1.50  A.M. 

Barn  of  Mr.  Murphy, 

50 

Sept.  2 

32 

5.30  a.m. 

Mr.  Fiske’s  Shop, 

55 

300 

“ 17 

12 

4 P.M. 

Mr.  Billings’  Stable, 

70 

3,000 

“ 23 

7 

1.30  A.M. 

Mr.  Wright’s  House  & Barn, 

800 

4,110 

“ 24 

7 

10.15  A.M. 

“ “ Ruins,”  . 

“ 27 

35 

7.10  p.m. 

House  of  Mr.  Pendergast, 

400 

550 

“ 29 

7 

9.10  p.m. 

False  Alarm,  . 

Oct.  8 

15 

8.50  p.m. 

Barn  of  Mr.  Nicholson, 

100 

“ 17 

14 

10.00  P.M. 

Mr.  Pingree’s  Barn, 

400 

500 

Noy.  1 

5 

10.45  p.m. 

Boyden  Hall.  , 

Slight. 

“ 4 

35 

2.30  a.m. 

House  on  Webster  Street, 

Trifling 

“ 11 

15 

10.10  P.M. 

Mr.  Brackett’s  Store  House, 

200 

800 

“ 16 

15 

2.20  p.m. 

Mr.  Sargent’s  Barn, 

Trifling 

“ 17 

4 

9.30  a.m. 

House  of  Mr.  Haskell, 

U 

Dec.  22 

62 

7.35  p.m. 

Fire  in  the  Woods, 

“ 28 

7 

3.15  p.m. 

Barn  on  Lexington  Street, 

Trifling 

“ 30 

73 

4.45  p.m. 

Cousen’s  Block, 

200 

7,000 

Total  loss, $24,265 

“ insurance,  .....  60,435 


7 


FIRE  ALARM  TELEGRAPH. 


This  branch  of  the  Department  has  required  un- 
usual care  and  attention  during  the  past  year. 

The  Lightening  of  last  summer  played  many 
pranks  with  wires  and  magnets,  occasioning  no  small 
amount  of  trouble:  and  the  extreme  cold  of  one  or 
two  nights  in  late  winter  contracted  the  wires  till 
they  snapped,  necessitating  immediate  repairs. 

Some  thirty-one  poles  have  been  re-set  because  of 
street  widenings.  I may  say  that  there  still  remain 
many  poles  to  be  moved  when  the  street  improve- 
ments shall  be  completed.  Also  much  of  the  wire 
should  be  replaced  by  new. 

The  Telegraph  has  worked  well,  and  is  now  in 
perfect  order.  The  “ Indicators”  which  have  been 
placed  in  some  of  the  Houses,  give  great  satisfac- 
tion. 

The  Superintendent’s  horse  having  been  pro- 
nounced hopelessly  lame  of  a foot  disease,  was  sold, 
and  a new  one  purchased,  which  is  every  way  satis- 
factory. 


HYDRANTS. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  hydrants.  Twelve  have  been 
added  as  follows: 


On  Alpine  Street, 
4 4 Boylston  4 4 
44  Chapel  44 


1 

1 

2 
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On  Concord  “ 

“ Eldredge  “ 

“ Lyman  “ 

“ Otis  “ . 

14  Pettee  “ 

“ Pine  Grove  Ave 
“ Needham  Street. 


1 

272 


2 


1 

1 

1 


Former  number, 


Total, 


284 


In  conclusion,  I may  say  that  great  harmony  has 
existed  throughout  the  Department.  I would  es- 
pecially commend  the  officers  and  men  for  their 
promptness,  courage  and  good  discipline. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Govern- 
ment, my  thanks  are  due  for  the  careful  consider- 
ation given  the  needs  of  the  Department.  To  the 
Fire  Committee  for  their  assistance  and  encourage- 
ment at  all  times;  to  Assistant  Engineer  Bixby, 
for  his  unvarying,  cheerful  and  ready  co-operation; 
to  the  Police  and  Superintendent  of  Streets,  my 
hearty  thanks  for  favors  rendered. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  H.  ELLIS, 

Chief  Engineer. 


